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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 12 15 July 2022 

Y5/6 Summer Production: The Greatest Showman 
 
Well done to our Year 5 and 6 pupils and staff from across the school for their efforts in creating 
and supporting the Y5/6 Summer Production of The Greatest Showman. It was a fantastic show 
with amazing displays of acting and singing. We are all so proud of the children—well done! 
More photos on page 3 and 4… 

Please see the letter that was sent to families regarding sun safety for next week. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 18.07.2022   YR (2022-2023) Pupil Transition Visit (2 of 2), 14:00—info sent 

Wednesday 20.07.2022   YN Leavers’ party (see newsletter piece for full details), 14:00—15:15 

Friday 22.07.2022   Leavers’ Assembly—info sent 

Thursday 01.09.2022   Inset Day 1 

Friday 02.09.2022   Inset Day 2 

Monday 05.09.2022   Start of term 

     

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 
 
Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2022 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 

Nursery leavers’ party 
 
On the afternoon of Wednesday 20 July, from 14:00 to 15:15, there will be a leavers’ party for 
the nursery pupils. Pupils who normally attend Uplands Nursery on a Wednesday afternoon and 
any other pupils who are leaving the nursery at the end of this academic year have been 
invited. Party clothes are not required, as the children are having a fun outside party in Foxes 
Wood!  
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Y5/6 Summer Production cont. 
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Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped organise, run or support the Diamond Summer Fayre for 
our 60th birthday! It was a compete success, and we have had so many comments about what 
a great day it was. Mr Sherwood thoroughly enjoyed giving a tour of the school to past pupils, 
parents and staff, with the guests giving some wonderful insight into how the school used to be.  
 
Our huge thanks again to everyone who helped out—we couldn’t have done it without you!  
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Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre cont. 
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 11 
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This week in Nursery, our main focus has been keeping cool and staying safe in the sun! The 
children have enjoyed lots of water play, for example using spray bottles to squirt each other 
(and us) with water to help stay cool. The children have also explored ice with frozen flowers 
inside. Whilst they were experimenting with the ice, we discussed how it was made and what 
would help it to melt. In the garden, the children were excited to discover that some of our sugar 
snap peas and a few tomatoes were ready to harvest! After we had picked them, the children 
gathered around to try them. The peas went down the best, with the children saying they were 
"yummy". 
 
This week, the children worked together to create a joint piece of art. We set up a canvas 
outside in the shade and the children enjoyed exploring different ways to make marks on the 
canvas. They used fingers to make dots, brushes to make sweeping movements, hands to 
make hand prints and then used brushes to scratch into the paint. The end result was amazing 
and we will proudly display the children's artwork on the wall in Nursery.  
 
Recently, some of our older children have been having some mixed feelings about the transition 
up to big school. So, we created a set up around a book called 'The Colour Monster'. The book 
is about a Colour Monster who wakes up one morning feeling very confused. His emotions are 
all over the place; he feels angry, happy, calm, sad and scared all at once. After reading the 
story, we talked about how we were all feeling, using various colours to represent all our 
different emotions. 
 
In our Phonics learning, we came to the end of phase 2 sounds by learning the 'ss' sound. 
Again, we discussed how we hear this sound at the end of words, rather than at the beginning. 
The children thought of words like dress and mess. We also made an imaginary sandwich, and 
used our robot voices to sound out the different fillings.  
 
Please can we ask that purple book bags and borrowed books are returned to Nursery by the 
end of term (Friday 22 July). Thank you.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception have focused on the importance of sun safety, especially in light of the 
current heat wave. They have learnt about the importance of keeping hydrated, wearing sun 
cream, keeping cool in the shade and not exerting themselves too much whilst outside.   
 
In Drawing Club, the children listened to the story of The Magic Bed by John Burningham, 
which takes Georgie on a journey to distant lands. The children then discussed where they 
would like to go if they had their own magic bed; some of the ideas included going back in time 
to when the dinosaurs roamed the Earth, visiting the seaside and going to the land of fairies. 
The children also developed their vocabulary through exploring the words ‘wandered’, ‘faint’, 
‘curiosity’ and ‘ancient’.   
 
In Phonics, the children have revised all the phonemes they have learnt this year and 
completed an assessment ready for Year 1. We are thrilled with the progress the children have 
made since starting school and know they are ready for Year 1.  
 
Our Maths lessons focused on following a route and giving instructions. The children had fun 
describing the route Red Riding Hood made on her way to Granny’s house and then thought 
about their own routes to school, drawing what landmarks they pass along the way.   
 
Finger Gym had a summer theme, where the children created fish from playdough, decorated 
with sequins, cut and stuck decorations onto a sandcastle template, played finger football and 
practised forming the letters c, a, d and g.  
 
The children enjoyed water play during child-initiated learning time, experimenting with pipes 
and funnels to create their own magic bed to take them on adventures, exploring what happens 
to the solar sprinkler when the sun is blocked, painting on the paving blocks with water and 
watching how long the pictures take to fade away. What was really fantastic was to see the 
children use the loose parts in the role-play area to create musical instruments and create a 
steel drum band inspired by their Year 5 Buddies Music assembly last week.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week in Year 1, we have learnt about compound words. These are words made from two 
or more smaller words; for example, toothbrush, starfish and football. We also practised reading 
and spelling words which end ‘ve’. We found out that, when the ‘v’ sound is at the end of a word 
it is usually spelled ‘ve’ as in ‘have’, ‘love’ and ‘give’. Finally, we looked at words where the ‘ch’ 
sound is spelled ‘tch’ as in ‘match’ or ‘pitch’.   
  
In English, we applied all our learning about animals to write kenning poems. A kenning is a two
-word phrase which replaces a single word noun. It is a bit like a clue. Using kennings, a ‘spider’ 
could be described as a ‘web spinner’, a ‘wall climber’ or a ‘fly eater’. We verbally shared our 
ideas before writing them out neatly remembering to use the ‘er’ suffix we learnt together 
previously. We wonder if you can guess some of the animals being described in the 
photographs below.   
  
In Maths, we have been recapping all of our learning from the year and applying this to 
arithmetic questions and mathematical reasoning problems. On some of their question papers, 
there was space for the children to record their first, middle and last names. Some children may 
like to practice writing their full name at home.   
  
In Science, we focussed on garden plants and shared an interesting discussion about the 
plants we have seen in gardens and which plants we would like to grow in our ideal garden.   
  
In Computing, we practised writing, running and debugging our own programs. We made our 
characters collide on the screen and speak a message when this event happened. The children 
have saved their work in Purple Mash and they may like to share this at home.   
  
We were also lucky this week to watch the dress rehearsal of the Key Stage production. We 
were entertained, impressed and inspired by the showmanship of the older children.   
  
In all our learning this week, we have been reflecting on how far we have come through the 
year. We have also been having fun and keeping healthy in the warm weather. Thanks to 
everyone for bringing in sunhats and water bottles. Have a sunny and safe weekend.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In English, we are continuing to create short stories. This week, we created setting descriptions 
for where our stories will take place, being sure to use our five senses in our writing. After this 
we created character descriptions, describing their appearance and personality. We then 
created a plan for our stories to ensure they are structured correctly. 
 
In Maths, Year 2 have been revising and consolidating previously learned concepts. We have 
once again taken a look at 2D and 3D shapes, naming the properties of each shape, comparing 
and sorting them into groups. We were then able to use our knowledge of shape in our Design 
Technology lessons. 
 
In Design Technology, we have created the packaging for our protein balls we will be making 
next week. We used a computer programme to design the product, adding exciting colours and 
phrases that would make them stand out. Using this program, we were able to see how our 
boxes would look in 3D as we made them. These were then printed as 3D shape nets that we 
were able to build.  
 
In PSHE, Year 2 have looked at British Values, discussing what these are, what they mean and 
how they should affect our day-to-day lives. We then broke off into groups and, after being 
assigned different values, created performances that showed off our understanding and 
explained the concept of the value to the rest of the class. We really focussed on our Oracy 
skills this week, trying our best to explain our ideas clearly and listening to our peers 
respectfully.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
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In English this week, we have been focussing on reading. The highlight was sharing stories 
together on the trim trail. We are also nearing the end of our class novel, ‘Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone’. We cannot wait to enjoy the last couple of chapters together next week! 
We have also enjoyed revisiting some of our favourite poems from our class poetry book, 
‘Tiger, Tiger, Burning Bright!’. It is amazing how well the children remember the different poems 
we have read throughout the year.  
 
In Maths, we have continued our learning on Capacity and Volume. We measured capacity 
using litres and millilitres, referring back to our learning on reading scales. We applied our 
learning to word problems, adding and subtracting volumes and capacities.  
 
In Computing, we were debugging! The children had to identify and fix errors in a movement 
program on Scratch. They reviewed existing projects against the given design and corrected all 
the errors that they found using all of their learning from the past few weeks.  
 
In DT, the children designed and constructed their own cranes with a working winch. Whilst 
planning, we worked together to identify a suitable design criteria. During the design process, 
they drew a diagram of their crane and an exploded diagram of the winding mechanism. They 
loved the construction phase, particularly using the hacksaws to cut the wood. Once the cranes 
were finished, they tested them by picking up a range of different objects and evaluated their 
final products against the design criteria.  
 
We were also lucky enough to learn some British Sign Language with Mrs Greenfield this week! 
We have been so impressed at how well they have remembered the signs they learnt. Lots of 
the children have been signing ‘good morning’ to each other when they arrive at school which is 
so lovely to see!  
 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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This week in Maths, we finished off our unit on Shape. The children are confident at translating 
shapes and writing relevant coordinates for the translated shape. We took part in some revision 
sessions before we completed our end of unit test. We are extremely proud of the children’s 
hard work and the results they produced. 
 
In English, we completed a drama session on the Windmill Farmer. The children used freeze 
frames to select five main parts of the clip to portray in still images. Some children challenged 
themselves to use thought-tracking to step out of the frame and explain to the audience how the 
farmer would be feeling at that moment.  
 
In History, we finished off our unit with a class debate. The children discussed whether the 
Viking invasion of England was beneficial or not. They drew on a range of evidence including 
facts they had learnt at Ufton Court and our History lessons. It was a detailed debate and all of 
the children contributed their ideas.  
 
We completed an RE morning which focused on Christianity. Our key question was ‘Do people 
need to go church to show they are Christians?’ We started off the lesson thinking about our 
own special place and how we would feel when we were there. After we considered whether we 
have to go there often for it to be special? We discussed the different reasons why Christians 
go to church including baptism, holy communion and worship. We concluded that although 
Christians feel closer to God when they are in church, they didn’t need to go there to show that 
they are Christians. This can be shown by the way they live their lives and how they treat 
others. 
 
In Art and Design, we spent time critiquing their design and identifying key areas for 
improvement. The children name the techniques and skills necessary to create their sculpture 
from clay. They spent time using a number of creative techniques to produce their own model of 
the human form inspired by Easter Islands heads or Lewis chessmen.   
 
We joined up with Year 6 for PE this week and took part in an interhouse rounders tournament. 
The children played brilliantly and showed great sportsmanship. Well done to Cervus who won!  
 
We were lucky enough to watch the Year 5 and 6 Greatest Showman Production. We were 
absolutely blown away with the finished result! 
 
The children had a great afternoon with Mr Johnson and are looking forward to starting in Year 
5 after the Summer holidays.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 
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This week, Years 5 and 6 have worked incredibly hard, embracing their creativity to produce 
‘The Greatest Show’. They have rehearsed tirelessly, choreographing dance routines, fine-
tuning their singing and learning huge amounts of lines. They worked together brilliantly as a 
team to entertain hundreds of people over the two days of performances and had a fantastic 
time doing it. Well done, Year 5 and 6; we, and all the people who came to watch you, are so 
incredibly proud of all your hard work and amazing performances.  

What have we been learning in Year 5 and Year 6? 
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Support sessions for parents/carers 
 
Parent/carer support sessions are available for next term. Please see the poster below. 
Parents/carers can book directly, but if you have any questions or need advice please contact 
Sophia Ahmed (our family support advisor) via email (fsa@uplandsberkshire.org).  
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