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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 11 08 July 2022 

Y6A and Girls’ Cricket 
 
Well done to our teams who represented Uplands at the Kwik Cricket tournament. Our 6A team 
reached the semi-finals, and our Girls’ team won 2 of their 5 games, with some very competitive 
teams in our group. Thank you to all the parents/carers who gave lifts and came to support the 
children. Well done, everyone!  

Nursery leavers’ party 
 
On the afternoon of Wednesday 20 July, from 14:00 to 15:15, there will be a leavers’ party for 
the nursery pupils. Pupils who normally attend Uplands Nursery on a Wednesday afternoon and 
any other pupils who are leaving the nursery at the end of this academic year have been 
invited. Party clothes are not required, as the children are having a fun outside party in Foxes 
Wood!  
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Saturday 09.07.2022   Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre, 12:00-15:00 

Tuesday 12.07.2022   Y5/6 Cricket Event—info to follow 

Tuesday 12.07.2022   Y6 Swimming - all groups 

Wednesday 13.07.2022   YR (2022-2023) Pupil Transition Visit—info sent 

Wednesday 13.07.2022   Y5/6 Summer Production, 18:00 

Thursday  14.07.2022   Y5/6 Summer Production, 18:00 

Thursday  14.07.2022   Y5 Taster Day at Sandhurst School—info to follow 

Friday 15.07.2022   Y6 Activity Trip—info sent 

Friday 15.07.2022   Y6 Leavers’ Party—info sent 

Monday 18.07.2022   YR (2022-2023) Pupil Transition Visit (2 of 2), 14:00—info sent 

Wednesday 20.07.2022   YN Leavers’ party (see newsletter piece for full details), 14:00—15:15 

Friday 22.07.2022   Leavers’ Assembly—info sent 

Thursday 01.09.2022   Inset Day 1 

Friday 02.09.2022   Inset Day 2 

Monday 05.09.2022   Start of term 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 
 
Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2022 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 10 
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As usual, we have had a very busy week in Nursery. In the garden, we set up a bubble making 
activity. We provided the children with water, washing up liquid and sugar. We then asked them 
to experiment with the ingredients until they were able to blow bubbles with the mixture. They 
did a really great job and were extremely excited when they had success in making big bubbles. 
The children also enjoyed a potion making activity, using grated soap, petals and bath crystals 
to make some lovely smelling concoctions. 
 
This week, the children helped us to plant the pumpkin seeds which we harvested from our 
Halloween pumpkins back in October. They carefully potted each seed into individual pots with 
their names on. We are looking forward to caring for them, and hopefully having our own home-
grown pumpkins come Autumn! We have also been busy in the garden creating a music wall, 
with some pots and pans we acquired. This has already been well used by the children, who 
have loved banging saucepan lids and using sticks to make drums. The children practised their 
hammering skills again this week, helping us to add some wooden letters into the pallets in our 
outdoor writing area.  
 
During our focused learning this week, we learnt a new sound 'll'. We talked about how this was 
different from the 'l' sound, as it we hear it in the middle or at the end of words. In our group 
activity, the children had to find different objects which were hidden around the room. Once they 
found each one, we used our robot voices to sound out the individual sounds in the words, for 
example, p-i-g.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception listened to the story of The Train Ride by June Crebbin, which takes them 
on a journey past lots of different scenes, all the way to meet Granny at the station. They then 
imagined traveling on a train and drew a picture of what they saw through their window, 
followed by writing a sentence about it using the refrain, “What shall I see?” Later in the week, 
the children watched Barnaby Bear goes on a Steam Train and compared the fast, clean, 
modern electric trains with the dirty, slower, old steam trains.   
 
In Maths, the children continued to deepen their understanding of numbers to 10, through 
solving simple problems, comparing capacity and length using non-standard measures, such 
as, Which boat holds the most marbles? Or Which table is longer? Using pencils to measure 
different table lengths.   
 
I have been so impressed with the children’s ability to apply their knowledge of numbers 1-10 
and articulate their thinking.  
 
During child-initiated learning time, the British Grand Prix was the main topic of interest and the 
children worked collaboratively to produce some outstanding models of Formula One racing 
cars complete with wings, spoilers and blocks to hold the wheels still. Each day, the children 
adapted and improved their model cars and then enjoyed imagining they were taking part in the 
Grand Prix race. Other activities of choice included using the construction resources to design 
and create transformers, siphoning the water using the big pipes and funnels in the water tray, 
creating more storybooks, colour mixing and painting pictures, making camps and roleplaying in 
the office.  
 
In Phonics, the children have continued to revise the graphemes they have been taught this 
year and apply their phonic knowledge to quickly identify different digraphs and trigraphs in 
words and simple sentences. This week, they revised the trigraphs ‘ear’, ‘air’ and ‘ure’ and it 
was fantastic to see how quickly the children can identify these graphemes when reading and 
can name the letters which belong to each trigraph when spelling.  
 
This week's Finger Gym also had a train theme, as the children created railway tracks using 
lolly sticks, became ticket collectors using the cut-out stampers to stamp train tickets, cut out 
parts of a picture from The Train Ride story and stick it back in the right order and wrote 
numerals 0 to 9 
 
On Tuesday, two firefighters from Crowthorne Fire Station came to visit Uplands and Reception 
were given the opportunity to take turns sitting in the fire engine cab and look at the different 
parts of the fire engine, which they thoroughly enjoyed!  
 
Finally, the Red Bus Outdoor Adventures group had a change of venue due to a wasps’ nest 
discovery in Squirrel Wood. The children enjoyed their session on the field, coring out the 
centre of elder sticks to create a hollow pipe they could thread string through and make 
bracelets and necklaces. The children carefully looked at where the wasps’ nest was and were 
fascinated at how busy the wasps were flying in and out of their nest.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week in Year 1, we have been improving our spelling using suffixes and prefixes. We 
learnt to make comparative adjectives such as ‘longest’ and ‘fastest’ by adding the ‘est’ suffix. 
We also focused on the ‘un’ prefix. Being aware of prefixes and suffixes can help the children 
as they start to read and spell longer words; for example, if the children are confident with the 
‘root’ word ‘lock’, they can also read or spell ‘unlock’, ‘unlocked’ and ‘unlocking’ using their 
knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to break the word into manageable chunks.   
  
In English, we wrote our own versions of the story ‘The Caterpillar’s Shoes’. We worked 
carefully to create a longer narrative that made sense. We concentrated on rereading and 
checking our sentences as we wrote. We also applied our learning about punctuation, including 
capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks.   
 
In Maths, we learnt to tell the time to the half hour. We practised calculating what the time 
would be if an activity took us an hour to complete. We compared units of time such as 
seconds, minutes and hours or days, weeks and months. We recapped the days of the week 
and the months of the year. Many children found it challenging to name the months of the year 
in order and this is something that you might like to practise together at home. Next week, we 
will be learning to recognise British coins and notes. 
  
In Science, we focused on flowers. We made and recorded observations of different plants to 
answer the question ‘Are all flowers the same?’. Through the year, the children have become 
much better at noticing small details and accurately recording what is there.  
  
In Computing, we used Free Code Chimp in Purple Mash to create a background and 
characters for a game. We also started to use coding chunks to move our characters on our 
screen. Next week, we will be adding some new instructions into our programs.  
  
In Design and Technology, we are reaching the end of our pencil case project and are starting 
to sew on buttons and evaluate our work. We are looking forward to bringing the finished 
products home soon.   
  
In RE, we have been learning how Jewish families celebrate Rosh Hashanah - the Jewish New 
Year. We have looked at key vocabulary and tried hard to use the correct names for the 
celebration and artefacts. We have linked our learning to our own lives by looking back over our 
school year. We thought about what has gone well and any challenges we have faced. We then 
wrote a new year’s resolution about something to achieve at home and at school. These will be 
passed on to Year 2.  
 
Finally, we also enjoyed a visit from two fire fighters and a chance to see the fire engine. We 
hope to see lots of you at the Summer Fayre on Saturday.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 continued their unit of Mass, Capacity and Temperature. This week, we looked 
at capacity and volume and spent time investigating how much liquid different containers can 
hold, measuring these in both millilitres and litres and recording these using the correct unit of 
measurement. At the end of the week, we tested the temperature of water in cups after they 
were exposed to different environments; one in the classroom, one in a fridge and one in the 
greenhouse. We then recorded these temperatures in Celsius and compared and ordered 
them.  
 
In English, we have used our imaginations to create short stories using different still images as 
a stimulus. We have been sure to include setting descriptions where we used our five senses to 
describe where a story has been set. We have also been using different sentence starters to 
enhance our writing. 
 
In Science, we looked at how to keep fit and healthy. We first spent four minutes exercising and 
then discussed how this affected us physically; for example, thirsty, sweaty and exhausted. 
After this, we thought about the benefits of staying active and devised an activity that our fellow 
pupils could complete at break times. We then created a poster explaining our findings and 
promoting an active lifestyle. 
 
In Geography, Year 2 have been studying the main religions practised in the major cities of 
India and plotting these on a map constructing a key using basic symbols. We also used North, 
South, East and West to describe the location of these major cities in relation to New Delhi. 
This also linked to our Computing lessons this week as we used the tablets to create fact files 
on India collating all the information we had learnt so far this half term.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
 

 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

In English this week, the children spent time reading their wolf descriptions out loud in order to 
assess the effectiveness of their writing and make improvements. They then wrote up their 
descriptions in their best handwriting. The children are very motivated to improve the legibility, 
consistency and quality of their handwriting in order to earn a pen licence in Year 4! 
 
In Maths, we wrapped up our learning on Mass by using mental and written methods to add and 
subtract efficiently. We then moved on to learning about Volume and Capacity. The children 
know that capacity is the amount a container can hold whilst volume is the amount it is actually 
holding. We explored these concepts through practical investigations. 
 
In History, we explored music trends throughout the 20

th
 Century. We created a timeline, 

recording these musical changes over time. We also listened (and danced!) to the most popular 
songs from each decade. The children particularly enjoyed the Rock ‘n’ Roll music from the 
1950s and enthusiastically played their air guitars! We also learnt about the emergence of 
television as a popular leisure activity. We analysed some important TV moments, such as the 
Apollo 11 moon landing and Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation. We learnt that by 1971, 10% of 
homes had no indoor toilet or bath and 31% of homes had no fridge, yet only 9% of homes had 
no television! We studied a variety of different sources, ranging from TV adverts to articles and 
personal recounts to help us understand how television became so popular. 
 
In Computing, the children created a program to move a sprite in four directions in order to 
manoeuvre their sprite through a maze. They learnt how to duplicate blocks which made their 
coding much more efficient. They also learnt how to resize and recentre a sprite and revised 
how to use the pen extension blocks.  
 
In Design and Technology, we learnt about the historical origin of winding mechanisms and how 
they were used throughout the ancient world as well as how they are used today in cranes and 
trucks. The children understand that a winding mechanism needs a stable structure for support 
and has an axle that turns and a handle.  

 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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This week in Maths, we have used our knowledge of symmetry to complete 2-D shapes and 
patterns. We then moved on to coordinates and understanding what the first quadrant is. The 
children have learnt how to read coordinates using the phrase ‘along the corridor and up the 
stairs’. They were set the task of plotting different shapes on the first quadrant. They were then 
challenged with different clues and had to identify which letter matched up with each clue. We 
then explored translation. The children understand that this is moving a shape from one set of 
coordinates to another without it changing.  
 
In English, we based our writing on a short clip called the Windmill Farmer. It was about a 
conscientious farmer who tends to his crop of windmills and watches them blossom through the 
seasons until sadly the crop is damaged by a winter storm. Helpless, the farmer resigns to his 
fate by the time the thick winter snow arrives. We read a metaphorical poem related to a winter 
storm and picked out the comparisons between the storm and the animal (in this case it was a 
rhino). The children then thought about different animals that could be compared to the winter 
storm and wrote their own metaphorical poem. They produced some great poems and used 
some powerful adjectives within their poems. We then planned and wrote a persuasive letter to 
explain why a Windmill Farm was a bad idea in Blusterville and how this would affect the 
residents. The children used some excellent emotive language within their letters to help build a 
strong argument.  
 
In History, the children spent time asking and answering historical questions about how the 
Vikings changed Britain for the Anglo-Saxons. They also identified similarities between this and 
the Roman invasion and settlement. We explored why this period of time was referred to as the 
‘Dark Ages’.  
 
In Art and Design, the children spent time improving their sketches of the Easter Island Heads 
from last lesson. They were more focused and worked hard to ensure they were building up 
their sketch gradually, producing a better sketch overall.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed facts about legal and illegal harmful substances including 
smoking, alcohol and drugs. We also explored the risks associated with each. There were some 
very mature discussions across the class which was lovely to see.  
 
In PE, we spent some time focusing on our batting, bowling and fielding skills in cricket. We are 
looking forward to seeing some of the children putting their skills to practise in the cricket 
festival next week.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 
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This week, the children have enjoyed a very creative week. The week began with our musical 
performance; the children loved the variety of songs we performed, playing and singing 
confidently to their large audience! We also spent some time practising for our performance of 
The Greatest Showman. They’ve really enjoyed getting into character for various roles and 
singing some of the fantastic songs. 
  
In English this week, Year 5 were exploring a scene from Romeo and Juliet in which the 
Capulet family engage in a heated argument. The children considered the different viewpoints 
of the characters and how to show their feelings through various acting techniques. We then 
looked at how to translate these emotions into our writing. The children chose one or more 
perspective to write from and used a range of writing devices to convey feelings in these 
pieces. We were so impressed by their wonderful, vivid and emotive writing!  
 
In Maths, we finished our work on angles and began discussing coordinates. The children 
quickly picked up how to use the different axes, creating a variety of shapes and locating 
missing vertices. They were challenged to translate their shapes to new locations by looking at 
one vertex at a time, moving it according to the x and y instructions they were given.  
 
In Computing, the class began to program their quizzes that were planned last week. They 
considered the questions, conditions and outcomes that would be required to make an effective 
quiz.  
 
Crowthorne Fire Service visited Year 5 this week and gave us some valuable information about 
how to keep safe. They explained what the life of a fire fighter involves and how we can reduce 
risk of fire in our homes and workplaces. The class had the chance to have a look around the 
fire engine and even try out some of their equipment! 
 
We also had the pleasure of being visited by Pablo the Pig, a very new member of the Uplands 
family… 
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It has been a rather unusual week in Year 6. As you know, most of Year 6 have been enjoying 
the secondary school transition days and therefore it has been very quiet in class. Much of our 
remaining time has been spent preparing and rehearsing for our production of The Greatest 
Showman. The children have been making props and helping with scenery.  
 
In Art and Design, the children used clay and a range of tools to make a sculpture of an eye. 
They then used a range of techniques to join and layer their sculptures to show detail. The 
children also spent time completing their History work from last week.  
 
Year 6 continued with their swimming lessons this week; we are really  impressed with the 
progress the children have made. In addition, many Year 6 pupils took part in a cricket 
tournament at Wellington Collage. The girls team were unfortunate not to progress past the 
group stages but the boys made it all the way to the semi-finals where they lost to Ascot Heath 
School. Well done Year 6!   
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Support sessions for parents/carers 
 
Parent/carer support sessions are available for next term. Please see the poster below. 
Parents/carers can book directly, but if you have any questions or need advice please contact 
Sophia Ahmed (our family support advisor) via email (fsa@uplandsberkshire.org).  
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