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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 10 01 July 2022 

Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre: 
Saturday 09 July 2022, 12:00—15:00 

 
Following our UFC meeting, we are pleased to confirm our Diamond Summer Fayre to 
celebrate 60 years of Uplands! The event will be held at Uplands from midday to 15:00. Both 
gates will be open, and promises to be a great event for our community. We would love to see 
as many parents/carers, pupils and family members as possible! 
 
 
 

We need you! 
 
A summer fayre such as this cannot run without family and staff support. There will be a number 
of stalls that we need help staffing, so please look out to sign up for slots. The fayre cannot run 
without the help of our community, so if you can help for an hour, we would be so grateful. After 
a number of years without a fayre due to COVID-19, we are so excited to have a community 
event (which will be many families’ first!) so please offer your support.  
 

Tombola donations! 
 
Thank you for the huge number of wonderful tombola donations; It’s going to be a fabulous stall! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 05.07.2022   Y6 Cricket Event—info sent 

Tuesday 05.07.2022   Y5 Crowthorne Fire Brigade visit 

Tuesday 05.07.2022   Y5 Music Presentation—info sent 

Wednesday  06.07.2022   YR (2022-2023) Parent/Carer Sessions 

Wednesday 06.07.2022   Y6 Secondary School Transition Day 

Thursday  07.07.2022   Y6 Secondary School Transition Day 

Saturday 09.07.2022   Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre, 12:00-15:00 

Tuesday 12.07.2022   Y5/6 Cricket Event—info to follow 

Wednesday 13.07.2022   YR (2022-2023) Pupil Transition Visit—info sent 

Wednesday 13.07.2022   Y5/6 Summer Production, 18:00 

Thursday  14.07.2022   Y5/6 Summer Production, 18:00 

Thursday  14.07.2022   Y5 Taster Day at Sandhurst School—info to follow 

Friday 15.07.2022   Y6 Activity Trip—info sent 

Friday 15.07.2022   Y6 Leavers’ Party—info sent 

Friday 22.07.2022   Leavers’ Assembly—info sent 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 
 
Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2022 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Summer music concert 
 
On Wednesday 29 June 2022, pupils from Uplands performed in our annual music concert. The 
event celebrates the musical efforts of pupils at Uplands, and was a fantastic showcase of skill 
and effort. Well done to all our performers.  
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Neurodiversity display and assembly at Uplands 
 
As part of a national awareness event, Uplands applied for and was given a set of umbrellas to 
hang in a display to visually raise awareness of neurodiversity. Children from Year 6 helped 
create the striking display and also delivered an assembly to the school. Thank you to Mrs 
Puttock for organising this!  
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Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian), asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children.  
 
 
 

Co-op offer to help Uplands 
 
Become a @coopuk member and help raise funds for Uplands Primary School and Nursery. 
Plus you’ll get £3 off your next £10 shop, download the Co-op App https://tinyurl.com/bdc6s3cp 
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/60074 #ItsWhatWeDo  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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https://localcommunityfund.newsweaver.com/CoopLocalCommunityFundPayment/1k48be0opgb1wt2764j2r9/external?email=true&a=5&p=10004038&t=2046029
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/60074
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 09 
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This week in Nursery, we celebrated International Mud Day and the children enjoyed a range of 
mud-themed activities. The children fully embraced the day, taking their shoes and socks off 
and squelching in the mud. They were so happy to experience a new sensation and have the 
freedom to get as messy as they liked. We also made our own mud paint, which the children 
then used to make marks with. They used paintbrushes, sticks and even their hands to paint. In 
the mud kitchen, the children used mud, flowers and new utensils to made mud pies for each 
other. 
 
Our children have been very interested in bugs and hunting for them in the garden. To follow 
their interests, we set up a minibeasts tuff tray, containing discs printed with different insects, 
plastic bugs and loose parts. The children matched the bugs with the correct printed disc; this 
gave them a chance to learn insect names and discuss similarities and differences between 
each one. Some children then chose to create their own transient art minibeasts.  
 
On Wednesday, the children had a surprise visitor when Mr Sherwood's new piglet called Pablo 
came to Nursery. They were thrilled to get the opportunity to stroke Pablo; they were very 
gentle and enjoyed learning about him. In PE, the children were introduced to cricket as a new 
sport. They split into teams to practise being the bowler and used overarm throws to hit the 
wickets. We were very impressed by their throwing and aiming skills! The children also realised 
that cricket and wicket rhymed and were excited to tell Mr Archer.  
 
Our sound of the week was 'l'. We were really impressed by some of the words the children 
thought of beginning with our new sound, such as lava, list, learning and lavender. During our 
group activity, we went on a nature walk around school and listened for different sounds. Every 
time we heard a sound, the children recreated it using their own voices. They did very good 
impressions of the wind, birds tweeting and rain dropping, to name but a few. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception have listened to the story of Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis. The story is 
about a little girl who finds a Bog Baby in the pond in a bluebell wood and decides to take it 
home to look after. In the story, the little girl takes her bog baby to school. During Drawing Club, 
the children discussed where they would like to take their bog baby, drew a picture of 
themselves with their bog baby and wrote a sentence about it. The children developed their 
oracy skills through exploring six new words featured in the story of Bog Baby: boggly, 
squelchy, misty, miserable, squeaky and blabbed; they thought of actions to accompany each 
word, helping them remember what they mean.  
 
Throughout the week, Bog Baby popped up in child-initiated learning time, where the children 
painted pictures of their bog baby, made bog babies out of playdough and loose parts, enjoyed 
creating a swamp in the water tray and made friendship bracelets out of beads and string. 
 
In Maths, the children have been applying what they have learnt about addition and subtraction 
to solve simple problems, such as ‘How many legs are there if a goat, cow and duck sat at the 
table together?’ Later in the week, the children enjoyed creating their own number problems to 
share with their friends.   
 
This week's phonics lessons focused on three digraphs the children needed to practise: ar, or 
and er, applying these to read and write simple sentences.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week in Year 1, we have been busy recapping our phonics and improving our spelling and 
grammar. At the start of the week, we focused on adding the suffixes ‘ing’ and ‘ed’ to verbs. We 
learnt that the ‘ed’ suffix can sometimes sound like ‘t’ for example in the words ‘walked’ or 
‘talked’. Later in the week, we also practised adding the suffix ‘er’ to adjectives to make 
comparative adjectives such as ‘faster’ or ‘darker’.  
  
In English, we watched a video called ‘Caterpillar’s Shoes’ from Literacy Shed. This video is 
also available on YouTube. We shared ideas about the story while developing our oracy and 
reading comprehension skills. We agreed that this story reminded us of The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Carle and of The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson. We also made links to our own 
experiences of woodland walks and caterpillars. Having enjoyed talking about the story, we 
recorded answers to reading comprehension questions by writing our ideas in full sentences. 
Finally, we wrote thank you letters for caterpillar showing our understanding of how the 
character grasshopper might have felt about his new sports pumps!   
  
In Maths, we completed our unit on Place Value to 100 by comparing and ordering non-
consecutive numbers. Then we moved onto learning about time. We revised the days of the 
week and months of the year. We shared lots of language to describe time such as before and 
after; morning, afternoon and evening; yesterday, today and tomorrow; the days of the week 
and the months of the year. Finally, we looked at analogue clocks and named the hour hand, 
minute hand and the clockface. We told the time to the hour i.e. o’clock times. Some children 
found it challenging to match an event in the day to a sensible time; for example, what time 
might we have lunch or what time might we get up? It would be helpful to discuss the times that 
you do things together at home, to look at clocks (especially analogue clocks) and to talk about 
how long things take.   
  
In Science, we focused on the trees. Despite some changeable weather, we made it outside to 
investigate ‘What makes a tree a tree?’. We recorded drawings of trees and their leaves, made 
bark rubbings and looked for wildlife in and around our tree. As we love taking our learning 
outside, it would be helpful for the children to have a lightweight coat in school on any days 
when summer showers are likely.   
  
In Computing, we have continued learning to code. Next week, we will extend this learning 
using Free Code Chimp in Purple Mash which can also be accessed from home using your 
individual login. In Design and Technology, we are close to completing our pencil cases ready 
to evaluate them against our original designs.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 started a new topic of Mass, Capacity and Temperature. This week, we have 
focused on mass, understanding what it means and how we can measure it. We began by 
using balance scales to compare the mass of different objects. After this, we used scales to 
measure items in our classroom in grams (g) and kilograms (kg). 
 
In English, Year 2 have been learning about Plastic Free July; this is where we are encouraged 
to say no to single use plastics for one month and instead opting for reusable options; for 
example, metal straws, reusable water bottles and reusable bags. We have been writing 
persuasive letters this week, encouraging our other classes to join us in this mission. After 
writing a first draft of our letters, we reviewed our work, amending, improving and editing it, 
before writing out a final copy.  
 
In Science, we continued our topic of ‘Take Care’, where we are looking at healthy eating 
habits. This week, we looked at the ‘Eatwell plate’, discussing the different food groups, what is 
contained within each group and how much should be eaten each day. The children then 
designed a healthy and balanced lunchbox, labelling the food and identifying which group they 
belonged to. 
 
In Geography, we have continued learning about India and this week, we used our knowledge 
of the UK to compare the weather and location of the two countries. We used tablets to 
research new facts that we then recorded in our books. We finished with describing how each 
country is affected by their distance from the equator. 
 
In Computing, we have been studying information can be presented differently. We first looked 
at e-books, then we worked through concept maps and finally we took part in quizzes. After 
becoming familiar with these different techniques of presenting information, we then created our 
own quiz online for Mr McCann to take. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
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In English this week, we studied some of Daniel Pennac’s descriptive writing in ‘The Eye of the 
Wolf’. The children used this to inspire their own descriptive writing about a wolf. They used a 
thesaurus to up-level some of their vocabulary choices, experimented with the structure of their 
sentences and used similes to show similarities.  
 
In Maths, we have started a new unit on Mass and Capacity. We have been revising our 
understanding of mass and comparing the mass of different objects. We used a range of 
different scales to measure mass in both kilograms and grams. We referred back to our number 
line and division work to help us work out the intervals of different scales.  
 
In Science, the children were thrilled to learn all about fossils! We spent time exploring fossils to 
find out what they are. Then the children put on their research hats and created a fact file on 
one type of fossil, including key facts such as shape, size, origin and how rare or common it is.  
 
This week in History, we compared how young people spent their time in the 1960s and how it 
is different today. The children know that in this decade, young people with more money and 
desire for freedom wanted a revolution in behaviours, clothes and music. We even had a dance 
off! Each group learnt an iconic dance move from the 1960s, such as the Swim, the Shimmy 
and the Freddie and then taught it to the rest of the class. 
 
In RE, we learnt about some of the different ways that Sikhs show commitment to God. The 
children worked in pairs in a reading comprehension activity and became experts on one aspect 
of worship in the Gurdwara. They then shared their newfound knowledge with two other pairs 
and demonstrated excellent listening skills and asked clarifying questions whilst other pairs 
shared their learning too. To summarise our unit of learning, the children thought about how 
they can show more commitment to their own learning goals and took part in a target-setting 
activity.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, the children learnt how to make an efficient call to the emergency services 
and used role play to explore basic first aid skills, such as dealing with a head injury.  
 
The children loved meeting Mr Sherwood’s newest pet, Pablo the pig! They thought he was 
very cute and asked interesting, curious questions.  
 
The children have also been busy making posters for our Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre 
stall. We would be very grateful if you could consider helping to run the Year 3 Pot Luck Stall. 
There will be a sign-up sheet outside the Year 3 classroom next week. Thank you so much in 
advance for any offers to help! 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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This week in Maths, we started exploring Shape. The children used their previous angles 
knowledge to help identify different shapes. We then started to explore triangles in more detail. 
The children understand the properties of triangles and used these to classify isosceles, 
scalene, equilateral and right angle triangles. The children challenged themselves to answer 
difficult problem solving questions. We then moved on to identifying different quadrilaterals. We 
discussed the definition of quadrilaterals before moving on to sorting them.  
 
In English, we have spent time drafting and writing individual letters to our soon-to-be 
Reception buddy. The children have been paired with a child who will be starting in Reception 
in September to be their buddy. The children have then written letters to them to introduce 
themselves and given them ideas of how school life will be slightly different in ‘big school’. Their 
letters will be given to their buddy in the next week. 
 
This week in Science, we continued our litter investigation. Once we got back from our local 
walk last week, the children spent time grouping the litter in to piles of materials. We then 
recorded our findings on a bar chart. This week, we discussed what dangers they thought the 
items present for local animals. We created posters and presentations for local authority to 
highlight the possible dangers of litter.  
 
In History, we explored the Viking peace treaty. The children researched how and why the 
Viking peace treaty was signed and the events that led to England becoming a unified country 
under the control of a single Viking king by 1016.  
 
In Art and Design, we have continued to explore sculptures from around the world. The children 
used sketching pencils to copy a sculpture from one of the cultures we have previously studied. 
They then used this to create their own design inspired by their work.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we continued to focus on physical health and the health risks associated 
with an unhealthy lifestyle.  
 
In PE, we started our unit on Cricket. The children worked hard to practise their bowling 
technique. They completed a race, in teams, to see who was able to hit all three wickets the 
quickest.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week, Year 5 have begun work in earnest on our Summer Production, 'The Greatest 
Showman'. We really do have such a talented class of children, with excellent dancing, singing 
and acting in abundance! Speaking of acting, in English, the children have been continuing with 
our Romeo and Juliet unit in English by preparing several scenes from the play for 
performance. At the start of the week, we read and analysed a scene involving Romeo, 
Mercutio and Benvolio and identified their different character traits and the complexities of their 
relationships. The children then prepared this scene, ensuring they used intonation, gesture, 
facial expressions and actions to show the character's personalities. We then looked at the 
scene where Romeo and Juliet first meet and discussed a variety of strategies to show our 
audience the significance of this moment with a series of freeze frames.  
 
In Science, we investigated the ways in which birds and mammals reproduce. The children 
used Venn diagrams to sort a variety of statements that related to birds, mammals or both. Year 
5 used their curiosity to question more deeply into the topic and develop their understanding. 
 
In Computing, we revised our knowledge of selection. We identified conditions and different 
outcomes, creating a few of our own. We then applied our thinking to the concept of a quiz. The 
children decided what kind of quiz they wanted to create, choosing some questions and 
creating the outcomes based on the condition and user input. They are looking forward to 
creating their interactive quizzes next week.  
 
In RE, we considered the ways in which Christians can show their commitment to God. The 
children suggested a wide variety of ways and we delved deeper into the Ten Commandments. 
We discussed and developed an understanding of each, after which the class ordered them 
according to which they thought was more important. It was very interesting to hear the 
reasoning for each choice they made and how many different commandments made it to the 
top of their lists.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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After such a busy week last week, Year 6 have returned to a slightly more normal timetable; 
however, we have also started rehearsing our show, ‘The Greatest Showman’, in earnest. The 
children have really impressed us with how quickly they are learning their lines and with their 
beautiful singing. We cannot wait to share the finished version with you all! We have spoken to 
your children about their costumes – please do contact school if you are unsure of what is 
needed.  
  
In Art and Design this week, we practised different sketching techniques, before sketching our 
own version of Michelangelo’s ‘David’. We then looked at the complexity of the human eye and 
sketched our own, adding detail and shading.  
  
We continued learning about Islam in RE, and discussed whether life after death motivates 
Muslims to lead good lives and in PE, the children practised their cricket skills ready for our 
upcoming tournaments. 
  
During our Science lesson, we continued learning about micro-organisms by planning and 
setting up an experiment to investigate the conditions which could speed up the growth of 
mould on bread.   
  
This week, we also started our new History unit by researching the British Empire. Our key 
enquiry for the unit is to investigate the impact of colonisation of India on Britain.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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  Support Children Workshops 
 

To book a space please email your name, school and contact number to 
Inge.Taylor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 

Course are for adults supporting children not the children themselves. 
Helping children to overcome anxious thoughts and worries 
A 2-hour session looking at 

• What happens when children become anxious 
• The impact that COVID has had on children’s mental health 
• Techniques for helping children deal with their fears / worries  

Anxiety Y 
2 spaces 

Wednesday 15th June 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

9.30 – 11.30 am 

Anxiety Z 
12 spaces 

Wednesday 6th July 2022  
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre            

6.30 – 8.30    

   

Managing Behaviour in a Positive Way 
A 2-hour session looking at 

 Gain insight into your own parenting style / relationship with your child 

 Learn or revisit positive ways of managing behaviour 

 Strategies to deal with unacceptable behaviours  
MB17 
 Fully booked 

Monday 20th June 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

9.30 – 11.30 am 

 Contact me to add name to the waiting list for future sessions  
   

Supporting Children to get a Healthy Night’s Sleep 
A 2 hour session looking at  

 The different sleep issues facing our families 

 Tips on how to get a good night’s sleep. 

 Help children develop good sleeping habits 
 

Sleep 10  
12 spaces  

Tuesday 5th July 2022    
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8.30 

   

Reducing Sibling Rivalry 
A 2 hour session looking at  

 Encouraging a more harmonious sibling relationship  

 Learn / revisit techniques for children to cope with being a sibling 

 Triggers for negative sibling attitudes / boost children's emotional literacy  

 Contact me to add name to the waiting list for future sessions  
   

Supporting a smooth transition to secondary school (for year 5 and 6 parents) 
A 1 ½ hour session looking at  

 What the transition involves 

 The positives and concerns of transitioning to a new setting 

 Boosting your child’s ability to have a smooth transition 

 

Transition 7 
Fully booked  

Monday 13th June 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8pm  

 Contact me to add name to the waiting list for future sessions  
   

Single Parent, Separated and Blended families – supporting children to cope 
with different family dynamics. 
A 2 hour session looking at  

 Different family dynamics and how they can work 

 Parental conflict resolutions 

 Being the best parent you can be for your child 
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