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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 09 24 June 2022 

Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre: 
Saturday 09 July 2022, 12:00—15:00 

 
Following our UFC meeting, we are pleased to confirm our Diamond Summer Fayre to 
celebrate 60 years of Uplands! The event will be held at Uplands from midday to 15:00. Both 
gates will be open, and promises to be a great event for our community. We would love to see 
as many parents/carers, pupils and family members as possible! 
 
 
 

We need you! 
 
A summer fayre such as this cannot run without family and staff support. There will be a number 
of stalls that we need help staffing, so please look out to sign up for slots. The fayre cannot run 
without the help of our community, so if you can help for an hour, we would be so grateful. After 
a number of years without a fayre due to COVID-19, we are so excited to have a community 
event (which will be many families’ first!) so please offer your support.  
 

Tombola donations needed! 
 
Please see page 3 for information on our non-uniform day for tombola items.  
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 28.06.2022   Y6 swimming—groups A and B 

Wednesday 29.06.2022   Cricket Event—info to follow 

Wednesday 29.06.2022   Summer Music Concert—info to follow 

Friday  01.07.2022   Non-uniform day in return for tombola items—see newsletter piece p3 

Friday 01.07.2022   Berkshire School Games—info to follow 

Tuesday 05.07.2022   Y6 Cricket Event—info to follow 

Wednesday  06.07.2022   YR (2022-2023) Parent/Carer Sessions 

Wednesday 06.07.2022   Y6 Secondary School Transition Day 

Thursday  07.07.2022   Y6 Secondary School Transition Day 

Saturday 09.07.2022   Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre, 12:00-15:00 

Tuesday 12.07.2022   Y5/6 Cricket Event—info to follow 

Wednesday 13.07.2022   YR (2022-2023) Pupil Transition Visit 

Wednesday 13.07.2022   Y5/6 Summer Production, 18:00 

Thursday  14.07.2022   Y5/6 Summer Production, 18:00 

Friday 15.07.2022   Y6 Activity Trip—info to follow 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 
 
Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2022 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school.  
 
Please note that the school CANNOT see your purchases—we just receive commission 
as a lump sum from the collective users. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 

Tombola donations request 
 
We will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 01 July in exchange for donations for the 
tombola stalls at the Uplands Diamond Summer Fayre. We are looking for the following items: 
 bottles (alcoholic and soft drinks) 
 toiletries (gift sets etc.) 
 unwanted gifts (photo frames, candles, vases etc.) 
 food items (no chocolate please) 
 toys (soft toys to be in a saleable condition please). 
 
We will be running two tombola stalls: one for adults and one for children, so please have a look 
to see what you could donate. Please bring any donations to school in the morning of 01 July; 
tables will be set up in the playground to drop your items. 
 
We thank you in advance for your support. 
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Sports Days! 
 
Our classes enjoyed the Nursery Sports Day, YR and KS1 Sports Day and the KS2 Sports Day 
this week. Well done to Nursery’s yellow team and YR and KS1’s blue team for winning their 
Sports Days. In KS2, our five houses (Aquila, Cervus, Lutra, Strix and Vulpes) competed for the 
coveted KS2 Sports Day shield, which was won this year but Cervus, who become the second 
of our new houses to win (after Aquila won last year). Well done to everyone involved!  
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Sports Days! Cont. 
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Armed Forces Day in Sandhurst 
 
Year 5 had a fantastic opportunity to attend an Armed Forces Day in Sandhurst. We heard 
speeches from members of the armed forces and had the chance to contemplate the impact 
they have had on our lives and the society we live in. The children were incredibly respectful 
and proudly represented Uplands, alongside other schools from the area.  

Dogs on site 
 
Don’t forget that we now have an area where parents/carers can tie up dogs when they drop off 
or pick up children. This is located to the left of the main green gate on the Albion Road 
entrance, and is an inset part of the wooden fence where dogs can remain off the path and 
away from other families and children. Please note that Uplands takes no responsibility for the 
security or safety of any animal on site, and animals tethered in this area (and their actions) are 
the owner’s responsibility. Also, if you tie your dog up, please clear up after them. Please also 
note that dogs are not allowed on site, either on a lead or being carried. 

Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. A child should not attend if they are too unwell to manage in school, or there is a 
concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or stomach bugs (including vomiting and 
diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after the last instance of illness. Thank you in 
advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at Uplands. 
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‘Fantastic FRED’ sessions 
 
The children from Years 1 to 6 very much enjoyed the Fantastic FRED sessions on Thursday 
23 June 2022!  

Co-op offer to help Uplands 
 
Become a @coopuk member and help raise funds for Uplands Primary School and Nursery. 
Plus you’ll get £3 off your next £10 shop, download the Co-op App https://tinyurl.com/bdc6s3cp 
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/60074 #ItsWhatWeDo  
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 08 
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In Nursery this week, we have enjoyed the continued good weather and spent most of our time 
outside in the garden. Following on from the children enjoying water play last week, we set up a 
water ramp with some guttering and tuff trays of water. The children enjoyed watching the water 
run down the pipes and tried to catch it with different containers. The children have taken part in 
lots of sustained shared imaginative play in the garden this week. They enjoyed working 
together to create large-scale creations in the garden, such as an 'aeroplane car'. 
 
This week, we had a go at hapa zome, which is the Japanese technique of smashing flowers 
and leaves into fabric. The children chose their flowers and then used hammers to hit the 
flowers between a piece of cotton. During the activity, we made predictions about what would 
happen as the petals were bashed, and discussed why the colour was appearing on the fabric. 
The prints turned out really well and the children were delighted with them. 
 
Sports Day was a great success! We loved being able to have parents and carers in to watch 
and enjoy the morning with us. We were so proud of all the children; they performed so well and 
really rose to the occasion. We hope you enjoyed coming in to watch.  
 
Many of our children have been on holiday or to the beach recently so in Maths, we set up a 
shell-themed number activity. The children worked on counting the right number of shells for 
each number up to five. We also worked on seeing the number of shells in a group without 
counting them, and number recognition. In Phonics, we finished our unit on alliteration and 
hearing the initial sound in words. We pretended we were going to make a special lunch and 
completed a shopping list. The children added an item to the list and then said the sound with 
which it began. Our sound of the week was 'ff'; we discussed how this sound is in the middle or 
at the end of words.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 



 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 
www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance       

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 
RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week, Reception have explored different houses and homes through the story of The 
Three Little Pigs. They enjoyed comparing flats, terraced houses and detached houses and the 
different materials used to build these. The children designed their dream homes and carefully 
thought about what junk model resources they would use to create them.  
 
In Drawing Club, the children listened to the story of The Three Little Pigs, joining in the 
repetitive refrains, discussing the different materials the pigs used to make their homes and 
exploring the meaning of six words, construct, snarled, obliterate, sturdy, flimsy and taunt. The 
children then focused on the character of the wolf and imagined what their own storybook wolf 
would be like, thinking about where their wolf lives, what job they do and what they enjoy doing. 
The children, then independently drew their wolf and wrote about him.   
 
In Maths, the children learnt about odd and even numbers, where they had fun playing a 
musical game of, is it odd or even by finding a partner when the music stops and working out if 
there was an odd or even number of children. The children also, explored which numbers were 
odd or even (numbers 1-10) using their fingers, Numicon and tens frames.    
 
This week, ‘The Floor is Lave’ has been a popular activity during child-initiated learning time, 
where the children have had lots of fun creating a variety of obstacle courses out of the outdoor 
construction equipment, working collaboratively and then playing the game cooperatively, 
helping each other to climb and get away from the floor when it’s lava. As a staff, it has been 
wonderful to watch the children demonstrate all the characteristics of effective learning so 
overtly and it is a clear indicator of how far the children have grown as a class since starting 
school last September.  
 
In Finger Gym, the children made some amazing pigs out of playdough and used the wooden 
Jenga bricks to create brick walls and towers.  
 
Finally, the children were amazing on Sports day, listening carefully to the instructions for each 
activity from the Year 6 organisers, cheering on their teammates, supporting the whole of 
Reception and Key Stage 1 and being confident to participate in all the different challenges 
including the running races. Well done Reception! A good time was had by all!  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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It has been an exciting week for Year 1. On Monday, we really enjoyed a sunny trip to The 
British Wildlife Centre. At the centre, we saw a fantastic range of British animals up close. 
These included foxes, badgers, red squirrels, hedgehogs, deer, otters and many others. It was 
lovely to see how confidently the children demonstrated our Science learning about animals, 
making links with our work in class. Luke, a keeper, was on hand to add his expertise so we 
came away with lots of new information too. Did you know that owls have wonky ears or that 
hedgehogs camouflage their scent as well as their appearance? You might not want to find out 
how!    
 
On Tuesday, we created non-fiction factsheets using our knowledge from the trip. We also 
applied our learning from English this term to create a fantastic piece of written work.  
 
On Wednesday, we were lucky again with the weather and enjoyed a brilliant Sports Day. We 
were really impressed by the confidence, respect and athleticism shown by all the children. It 
was also a pleasure that so many families could also come to cheer us on.   
 
On Thursday, we were visited by Fantastic FRED. Fantastic FRED is a performance-led mental 
health resource for primary-aged children delivered by a team of trained actors. The 
performance was very funny and the laughter alone was good for our wellbeing. In addition, we 
learnt that FRED is an acronym for Food, Rest, Exercise and Devices (screen time) and we 
learnt some of the ways we can look after ourselves in these areas.   
 
Also, on Thursday, we also continued our Maths learning about place value to 100. We 
compared numbers using the language greater than, less than or equal to. We practised 
carefully reading maths questions and recording our answers independently. In Design and 
Technology, we worked hard on pencil cases. We are learning how to thread a needle and to 
sew. We are using lots of resilience and perseverance while we practise these skills.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have continued their unit of time by looking at time to the nearest five minutes, 
days and hours and have begun to compare different lengths of time. We also headed to the 
playground with stopwatches to time ourselves completing a number of activities; we then 
recorded these results and compared them with our peers’. 
 
In English, Year 2 have been working on their recount skills by retelling a scene from Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory. The scene we had chosen to recall was Charlie finding the last 
golden ticket. We began by mapping out the story using pictures; we then retold the scene 
using as many time conjunctions as possible. 
 
In Design and Technology, Year 2 have been experimenting with food and have been 
researching what makes a balanced diet. We began by tasting a plethora of different snacks, 
and then recorded our thoughts on the texture, taste, appearance and nutritional value. After 
this, we then worked in groups to discuss what makes an appealing, healthy snack. We had to 
work as a team to decide on what ingredients we should include for our protein balls to make 
them tasty. 
 
In History, we have been studying the monsoon season in India and how it helps and hinders 
the life and economy of the country. We also discussed climate change and how it is affecting 
our world, as well as the further damage it may cause.  
 
On Wednesday, it was Sports Day at Uplands. Year 2 tried their hardest during all events and 
showed excellent sportsmanship, celebrating all of their peers’ successes. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
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It’s been a busy week for Year 3! The children thoroughly enjoyed their first Key Stage 2 Sports 
Day. We were so impressed with their determination and resilience as well as with the kindness 
and encouragement they showed towards other participants. Well done to all the children that 
took part and a special shout out to the cheerleaders who kicked off the event with a fantastic 
debut performance. You should be really proud of yourselves!  
 
In English, we have been honing our Oracy skills ready for our class assembly. The children 
spent time rehearsing their lines and poems using rhythm, expression, body language, action 
and pauses to enhance their performances. We are so proud of how confidently the children 
performed their assembly and we hope you all enjoyed your time at the Year 3 Poetry Parlour! 
Earlier on in the day on Thursday, we were lucky enough to have a visit from Fantastic FRED 
who helped remind us how to look after our mental health.  
 
This week in Maths, we have been learning about parallel and perpendicular lines. The children 
know that parallel lines are always the same distance apart and will never meet, whereas 
perpendicular lines meet (or would meet) at a right angle. We have also been exploring the 
properties of 2D and 3D shapes. The children constructed their own 3D shapes and used 
mathematical language to describe the shapes they had created.  
 
In Science, the children were tasked with finding a suitable rock to make a sculpture of Mr 
Sherwood. They worked in groups to carry out a scratch test to find the hardest rock and 
presented their results in a plan for the proposed statue. In our next lesson, we carried out a 
further test to discover which rocks were waterproof, using the key words absorb, permeable 
and impermeable.  
 
In History, we have been exploring how and why football changed across the 20th Century in 
Britain. We learnt about the impact of the World Cup, carried out a kit comparison and created 
our own top trump cards for the famous footballers that we learnt about. We have so many 
football fanatics in Year 3 and they loved sharing their expertise with the class! 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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This week in English, we started to explore The Mysteries of Harris Burdick. These are different 
pictures that Harris Burdick drew and each picture contained a short caption for each. We 
focused our writing on ‘Under the Rug’. We thought carefully about what the picture could be 
portraying and the story behind it. We discussed some ideas as a class before the children 
planned their own short story. We then used our class plan to write our short story, focusing on 
previously learnt elements.  
 
In Maths, we started our unit on Angles and Shape. We began with identifying different angles 
using key terms such as obtuse, acute and reflex. The children then compared different angles 
using greater, less than or equal to, to justify their reasons. The children were given different 
angles and they were challenged to order them in ascending or descending order.  
 
Last week in Science, we recapped that environments can change and that these changes can 
sometimes pose dangers to living things. We looked at the impact that litter has on our local 
area and thought carefully about how we could group different litter. The children planned a 
litter survey which has been carried out this week. We went on a local area walk; the children 
then grouped the litter using the categories from last week and presented their findings in a 
graph format.  
 
In History, we used a variety of different resources to describe the first Viking invasions, 
establishing who the Vikings were, where they came from and why they invaded. We watched a 
variety of different clips and completed a reading comprehension.  
 
In Art and Design, we spent time comparing different abstract sculptures and how they have 
evolved over time.  
 
The children enjoyed a Mental Health workshop called Fantastic FRED. They have learnt about 
four key areas that help you to look after your mental health. Feel free to ask your children what 
those four areas are.  
 
We were extremely proud of how all the children behaved and performed during our Sports Day 
and we hope you enjoyed the celebrations too.  
 
The children have worked hard to create posters to advertise our stall at the Uplands Diamond 
Summer Fayre. We would be grateful if you could consider helping run the Year 4 Coconut Shy 
during the afternoon.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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At the start of the week, Year 5 had a fantastic opportunity to attend an Armed Forces Day in 
Sandhurst. We heard speeches from members of the armed forces and had the chance to 
contemplate the impact they have had on our lives and the society we live in. The children were 
incredibly respectful and proudly represented Uplands, alongside other schools from the area.  
  
In English this week, the children were using what they had learned from the opening of Romeo 
and Juliet to write a piece imagining they were either a Capulet or a Montague. The children 
used description of the setting, characters and emotions to build the atmosphere of simmering 
tension between the two families. We then edited these pieces of writing together, looking at 
any errors to correct and improvements and refinements to make. Watching extracts of a film 
version of the play to inspire us, we also focused on how to develop and extend our ideas. After 
this, we read the full synopsis of the play together and discussed any aspects of the story that 
had surprised us. The children then chose their favourite part of the story and designed a piece 
of artwork inspired by a key moment of their choice.  
  
In Maths, we recapped our knowledge of shape, as well as the lengths and angles associated 
with these different shapes. The children can find angles within a shape, angles on a straight 
line, and angles around a point with confidence and are beginning to grasp some more 
advanced rules they can use to find missing lengths and angles.  
  
In Computing, we continued our investigation into selection, diversifying our ‘If’ statements and 
creating differing outcomes, based on a single condition. The children designed quiz questions 
with multiple outcomes, depending on what the user typed into their program. Some of their 
algorithms were incredibly complex and involved ‘If’ statements embedded into other ‘If’ 
statements, creating very engaging programs.  
  
Year 5 showed fantastic sportspersonship and skill during our Sports Day this year. Every 
single member of the class performed brilliantly and put a huge amount of effort into their 
different events. We are incredibly proud of their determination and dedication to performing as 
well as they could, as well as their commitment to their teams. 
  
We had a visit from ‘Fantastic FRED’ who thoroughly entertained and informed the children this 
week. Year 5 developed their knowledge of how to look after their mental health and learned 
some techniques they could follow to be healthier in general. The class responded well to the 
discussions and have some great ideas about how to be healthier going forward. 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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Year 6 have had a rather unusual and exciting week this week. We started the week with the 
class, which had been divided into two groups, visiting Eagle House School for a fun Science 
‘lesson’ from one of their teachers in their Science lab. The children learned how to safely 
operate a Bunsen burner and then used this to investigate how fireworks produce different 
colours - exploring how different liquids react when heated. This was then followed by a session 
in which the children investigated how different chemicals react when mixed (safely) together, 
resulting in some exciting effects – including the screaming jelly baby!   
  
We were back at Eagle House School on Tuesday morning to continue with our swimming 
lessons. The children worked really hard on improving their front crawl technique, focusing on 
improving the position and movement of their arms as well as how they kick their legs. Whilst 
not at Eagle House, the different groups of children continued with Science, looking at different 
groups of micro-organisms and the ways in which they can be helpful and harmful. They 
specifically identified the characteristics of bacteria, fungi and protista before presenting their 
findings in a poster. Some of the children were even able to support other classes throughout 
the school, with a group helping Year 3 practice for Sports Day and others helping in Nursery 
and Reception. The feedback from the adults in these classes was fantastic – well done 
helpers!  
  
As you know, Wednesday was Sports Day and it was so wonderful having all of the parents and 
carers back to support their children. The weather was beautiful – if not a little too hot – and the 
children performed magnificently. Year 6 spent the morning supporting KS1 with their events 
and on Thursday morning, the children also supported Nursery with theirs. Once again, all of 
the adults involved were so impressed with how well they supported the younger children and 
how kind and encouraging they were. As a reward, the Year 6 children enjoyed a fun PE 
session this week where they played a variety of games on the field.   
  
Year 6 continued learning about Islam in RE, looking at greater and lesser jihad. We then 
thought about what leading a ‘good’ life could involve and how Muslims try to live ‘good’ lives. 
The children approached this difficult subject in a very responsible way. In Computing, the 
children continued to learn about how to be safe online, applying what they have learnt to online 
activities. They then identified how the media can play a powerful role in shaping ideas.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? Cont. 
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