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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 07 10 June 2022 

UFC Meeting, online at 19:00 on Tuesday 14 June 
 
We are holding a UFC meeting on Tuesday 14 June 2022 at 19:00 which will be focused on our 
Summer Fayre / 60th Birthday, which will be held on Saturday 09 July 2022. All parents/carers 
are welcome, and it would be wonderful to have as many staff and parents/carers as possible, 
to help us make the first summer fayre in over two years a huge success!  
 
The meeting will be held online via Zoom, and a link has been sent out with the newsletter to 
parents/carers.  
 
We need your support, and hope you can attend to help us finalise plans. 

Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. A child should not attend if they are too unwell to manage in school, or there is a 
concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or stomach bugs (including vomiting and 
diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after the last instance of illness. Thank you in 
advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at Uplands. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 14.06.2022   Y6 swimming lessons start for selected children—info to follow 

Tuesday 14.06.2022   Y5/6 Athletics event—info to follow 

Wednesday 15.06.2022   Class photos 

Thursday 16.06.2022   Y2 trip to Roald Dahl museum—info sent 

Friday 17.06.2022   Y5 visit (2 of 2) to Eagle House—info sent 

Monday 20.06.2022   Y1 trip to British Wildlife Centre—info sent 

Monday 20.06.2022   Y6 Science visit to Eagle House—info to follow 

Monday 20.06.2022   Y5 Armed Forces Flag Raising Day—info to follow 

Wednesday 22.06.2022   Sports Day—YR and KS1 0915-1100, KS2 1300-1500 (gates open 1245) 

Thursday 23.06.2022   Nursery Sports Day (morning)—0900-1015 

Thursday 23.06.2022   Fantastic Fred Mental Health Day (Years 1 to 6)—info to follow 

Wednesday 29.06.2022   Cricket Event—info to follow 

Wednesday 29.06.2022   Summer Music Concert—info to follow 

Friday  01.07.2022   BFC Swimming Gala—info to follow 

Tuesday 05.07.2022   Y6 Cricket Event—info to follow 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would 
speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 
 
Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2022 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 
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http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Charity work success! 
 
Well done to one of our Year 6 pupils who helped move some of the 823 bags of donations for 
Cancer Research UK on Friday 27 May. The estimated value to the charity was almost 
£29,000. Well done to this community-minded pupil for their support of the charity! 
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Bag2School collection 
Monday 20 June 2022 

 
We are pleased to announce that Uplands Primary School and Nursery has organised a clothes 
and shoe collection with Bag2School in order to raise funds for Uplands. The collection date is 
Monday 20 June 2022. Please leave all donations under the bike shelter next to the Year 1 
gate by 0850. Please do not bring donations to school before this date as we have nowhere to 
store them. 
 
Bag2School is the UK’s leading textile recycler and fundraiser working with schools and 
since its inception in 2001 it has now paid out over £36 million. 
 
As well as raising vitally needed funds for Uplands Primary School and Nursery, it also helps 
the environment by helping to divert unwanted textiles away from landfill. A recent DEFRA 
report has shown that textile collection schemes are helping to reduce the volume of textiles 
discarded as municipal solid waste. However, it is a fact that as a nation, we still send 350,000 
tonnes of textiles to landfill every year.  
 
By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your 
cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the bag provided – this can include 
adults’ and children’s clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, handbags and soft toys, 
(please refer to http://uk.bag2school.com/ for full details). In addition to raising much needed 
funds, it will also raise awareness amongst the children of the benefits of recycling and reuse. 
 
If you fill the donation bag (or bags!) and still have more, then you can use any other bag to 
donate your items, and don’t forget to ask grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a sort 
out as well!  
 
Many thanks indeed for helping us with this unique fundraising opportunity. 
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Book sale—thank you! 
 
Our reading ambassadors would like to thank everyone who visited our book sale on 
Wednesday 08 June 2022. All funds raised go towards supporting our reading projects at 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery. 

‘Fantastic FRED’ sessions 
 
We are pleased to announce that ‘Fantastic FRED’ will be visiting Years 1-6 on Thursday 23 
June for a Mental Health Event. For more information, please watch this video for parents/
carers. www.thefantasticfredexperience.com/for-parents-guardians. 
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Maths Challenge for Year 5 
 
Well done to our Year 5 team who participated in an exciting and fast-paced Maths Challenge 
at Luckley House School in Wokingham.  

Technology donations: update 
 
Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has been donating to our technology fund via Scopay or 
through fundraising events. Late last term, disaster struck a week before our Year 3/4 Musical 
Extravaganza when the sound system stopped working. After identifying an un-fixable issue, 
we utilised our technology donations pot to purchase a new mixing desk and 4 new speakers, 
which the staff team fitted with only hours to spare until the Y3/4 show! Our huge thanks to 
everyone who makes purchases like this possible—we are truly grateful and it genuinely makes 
a difference. 
 
We still have some money in our technology donations fund, and will keep these reserves for 
additional funding as we move forward. However, we have also had kind donations towards 
other aspects of school (such as reading and our outside area) so we will continue to ring-fence 
funds for these projects. Thank you all for your support. 
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 06 
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Photos from Celebration Assembly week 06 
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It has been lovely to welcome all the children back into Nursery this week; we hope you all had 
a lovely half term break! This week, to mark World Ocean Day, the playdough table had an 
under the sea theme. The children discovered that they could use some of the resources such 
as a starfish to make imprints in the playdough. We set up a science experiment for the children 
to explore this week, with bicarbonate of soda and vinegar. The children made predictions 
about what they thought would happen when the substances were mixed together. They 
enjoyed watching the explosions and listening to the sound the reaction made. This week, the 
children also enjoyed using hammers to break up chalk. It gave them a chance to watch and 
make materials change; they then used the crushed chalk to make their own paint.  
 
In PE, we took the children onto the field to have a mock Sports Day practice; Year 6 even 
came to help with the scoring. The children had a go at all the activities they will partake in 
during the real event, so that they know what to expect. They also experienced running in lanes 
on the grass for the first time; we had to give a few reminders to stay in the right lane, but 
mostly, the children took it in their stride and we were very impressed! Nursery Sports Day is on 
Thursday 23 June, from 0900-1015. In the coming days, you will receive a slip to let you know 
what colour team your child is on. If your child doesn't attend Nursery on a Thursday morning 
and you would like them to join in, they are welcome to attend the event. However, you will 
need to stay, and collect them straight after Sports Day has finished.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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It has been another fun-filled week in Reception. This week, the children have developed their 
geographical map skills. On Tuesday, they listened to the story, ‘Me on the Map’ by Joan 
Sweeney; the story explores a little girl’s place in the world, starting with the planet Earth, all the 
way down to the street she lives on. The children enjoyed using Google Earth to discover where 
Uplands is on the world map, by zooming in and out from the Earth, through to our continent, 
country, county, town and street. As a follow-up activity and as part of our literacy, the children 
wrote about their place in the world, thinking about where their home is, what town and country 
they live in; some even challenged themselves to write about the continent or planet we live in.  
 
Maps continued to be the learning focus throughout the week, and the children discussed how 
we use maps to help us find our way to and around places, such as an adventure park or town. 
They also looked at a variety of different maps ranging from a mobile map or satnav to travel 
across the country, a world map or globe, as well as treasure maps.  
 
Our phonics lessons recapped reading and spelling CVCC and CCVC words and the tricky 
words ‘said, have, like, so, and do’.  
 
In Maths, the children learnt about double numbers. They learnt that a double number is when 
you add a pair of the same numbers together, such as 2 and 2 make 4 or 5 and 5 make 10. The 
children enjoyed creating mirror doubles on butterfly shapes and playing dominoes in pairs, 
identifying and correctly placing the doubles dominoes as they turned up.   
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children continued to practise their mapping skills by 
creating maps of a room of their choice. They also worked collaboratively to make some 
amazing large-scale models of motorbikes and racing cars as well as a McDonald's drive-thru 
complete with a serving hatch, which they had fun using to role play going on holiday and 
having a takeaway. In addition, throughout the week, the children continue to impress us with 
not only their enthusiasm for writing independently but also the quality of their written work, 
effectively using their phonic knowledge to spell birthday messages and short stories for their 
friends, teachers and families.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week, it has been lovely to hear the children chatting about their half terms and to see how 
happy they are to be back together. The break seems to have energised everyone and we have 
hit the ground running with some great learning.  
  
In our English, we have considered non-fiction texts. We explored a range of books and sorted 
them into fiction and non-fiction. We discussed what features had helped us to decide. We 
decided that non-fiction books often contain photographs or diagrams and they may also have a 
contents page, index and glossary. We hunted to see if we could find these features in the non-
fiction books on our tables. We also chatted about our favourite non-fiction books at home 
including cookery books, origami instruction books and information books about dinosaurs or 
animals. After this, we started to learn about Australian animals so that we can create a piece of 
non-fiction writing. While considering which facts and vocabulary might be useful in our writing, 
we also made links to our previous learning about Australia in Geography and about animals in 
Science.   
  
In Phonics, we have been revised all our sounds and completed the National Phonics 
Screening Test. This involves each child reading 40 words aloud using their phonic skills to 
decode each one. We have done lots of similar reading through the year and all the children 
took this in their stride. We were very proud of the progress they have made with their reading. 
The results of the screening test will be on your child’s school report.    
  
In Maths, we have applied our understanding of halves and quarters to describe turns. We have 
learnt to use the phrases quarter turn, half turn, three quarter turn and full turn. We have also 
started learning about anticlockwise and clockwise. After this, we thought about describing the 
position of an object using the phrases left of, right of, above and below. We described 
movement using the terms forward and backwards. Can you hide an object at home and give 
clues for where to find it using these words and phrases?  
  
In Science, we focused on the seasons. We considered which season we are in now and also 
recapped our learning about the four seasons. In Design and Technology, we have started our 
new project to make pencil cases. We looked at a range of pencil cases and came up with the 
design criteria for our own. Next, the children will be designing their pencil case using their 
design criteria. In PE, we have been using the running track to practise racing.   
  
On Fridays this half term, we are learning about sculpture, and particularly the artist Barbara 
Hepworth. We will be learning what a sculpture is and designing, making and evaluating our 
own sculptures. In RE, we will be continuing with learning about Judaism. We are thinking 
about Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and how Jewish people celebrate these two holy days 
in the Jewish religion.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have started their topic of time. We have begun this unit of work by creating 
our own clocks, labelling the hour and minute hand and putting numbers on the clock face. We 
then had a discussion about the why it was important to be able to tell time and how it is used in 
everyday life. Year 2 then worked to identify times at o’clock and half past.  
 
In English, Year 2 have been working to become chocolatiers by designing their own chocolate 
bars inspired by the creations in Roald Dahl’s ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. We began 
by reviewing expanded noun phrases and watched several adverts in order to identify how this 
technique is used and what effect it can have on the viewer or reader. Year 2 then designed 
their own chocolate bars, choosing from a selection of different ingredients and writing detailed 
descriptions of them in order to write as persuasively as possible. We are all looking forward to 
making these next week. 
 
In Geography, Year 2 have been researching facts about India; for example, the number of 
states, the capital cities and the physical features of this country. We also looked at where India 
is in relation to the UK and where it could be found on a map, then we took turns attempting to 
locate it on our inflatable globe. In preparation of this topic, we have identified some key 
questions that we would like to find out the answers to about India, on topics such as religion, 
the population and languages spoken.  
 
In Computing, we have been using computer programs to compose music. We have been able 
to select different instruments, adjust the tempo and change the pitch of the music we are 
creating. After creating these pieces, we played them for each other and identified what we 
enjoyed about our work and what we would change next time. 
 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, we started a new unit of learning based on A.F. Harrold’s collection of 
poems, ‘Midnight Feasts’.  We listened to and read aloud some of the poems, noting how the 
spacing on the page, line length and verse breaks affect the sound of the poem.  We explored 
the rhythm of different poems and experimented with onomatopoeia, metaphors and similes. 
 
In Maths, we have started a new unit of learning on shape and angles. We learnt that an angle 
is created where two straight lines meet at a point and that we measure the amount of turn 
between the two lines. We described both the direction (clockwise and anti-clockwise) of turns 
as well as the size of turns, using our fractions knowledge to help us. The children know that a 
quarter turn is called a right angle and we went on a hunt around the school, identifying right 
angles in different shapes and contexts. 
 
In RE this half term, we are learning to understand different ways that Sikhs show their 
commitment to God, comparing their practices in order to explore which shows the most 
commitment. We started our learning by exploring the concept of commitment. We discussed 
symbols of commitment, such as a football shirt representing your commitment to support a 
team and a prefect badge as a commitment to upholding the school behaviours at all times. We 
spent time reflecting on the things that are important to us and the things that we are 
commitment to in our own lives. We acknowledged the fact that there are times when it can be 
more difficult to show commitment as well as the fact that people can show commitment in 
different ways. 
 
We had a fantastic time at Warner Bros Studios on Friday. It was a joy to see the children’s 
faces as they saw the magic come to life! Photos of our trip will be featured in next week’s 
newsletter. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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This week has been an exciting week for Year 4. We have enjoyed our first residential to Ufton 
Court. The children behaved fantastically and we are extremely proud of how well they 
represented Uplands. We started off the trip learning our Viking names; I am sure your child 
would love to share theirs with you. Some of our highlights from the trip were dressing up and 
participating in a Viking banquet and enjoying entertainment from their time – riddles and 
dancing. The children respected their Jarls and played their roles as Viking warriors with great 
enthusiasm. We experienced what it would have been like on a longboat and how raids of 
different countries would have taken place. Groups of children took it in turns to ‘raid different 
countries’ and collect treasure. We were then taught how the Vikings used the stolen goods for 
trading and increasing their own wealth. We took part in an axe and shield war and learnt how 
the Vikings protected themselves behind a ‘shield wall’ and also the different strategies they 
used against their enemies. We finished our trip with making a sword along with bow and 
arrows out of willow branches.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English this week, Year 5 began a new unit on Romeo and Juliet. We began by considering 
the context of theatre in Shakespeare's time, as well as the conventions of plays in this era. We 
then closely examined the prologue to the play, considering why Shakespeare chose to include 
a major spoiler at the start of his masterpiece. Together, we unpicked unfamiliar and archaic 
language to understand the full meaning of the extract, before the children worked in small 
groups to create actions to accompany their reading of the text. We then looked at the intense 
rivalry between the Montagues and the Capulets and considered the impact this ancient grudge 
would have on interactions between the families. The children then worked to plan and 
rehearse a scene where the youths of each family are trying incredibly hard to aggravate each 
other, before being interrupted by the Prince of Verona. We were so impressed by how cleverly 
the class used their facial expressions, gestures, body language and intonation to show their 
emotions in the scenes.  
  
In Art and Design, the children used what they have learned about proportion of the human 
form to create a wire sculpture of a person. The children enjoyed getting to grips with this 
method of sculpting and were very good at refining and improving their pieces throughout the 
lesson.   
  
This week, we also began thinking about our Summer Production, 'The Greatest Showman'. It 
was a lot of fun to come together with Year 6 to start rehearsing the fantastic songs and 
considering how we will make the production thoroughly entertaining for all. The enthusiasm 
from the children was quite amazing and we are so excited to begin work on what will 
undoubtedly be 'The Greatest Show'.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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The Y6 team cannot believe that we are beginning the final 7 weeks of primary school with your 
children! This year seems to have flown past and they have matured into such a lovely class. 
We are really looking forward all of the fun end of year activities we have planned, especially 
the KS2 Production, which we have started auditioning for this week.   
  
On Tuesday, the children went to Eagle House School for a swimming assessment with Miss 
Ostler. We have been able to secure additional pool time for all children and will be continuing 
to take groups on a Tuesday morning. Please can you ensure that your child is in school by 
8:30am on the days that they are swimming. We will remind them each Monday to ensure they 
are aware which group is swimming the next day.   
  
This week, we have spent lots of time writing and have started a new unit on The Greatest 
Showman. In the first part of our lessons, we focused on analysing the model texts and creating 
a class vocab bank to use when writing independently; on Wednesday, the children wrote an 
advertisement for the circus, in the style of a magazine spread and on Thursday, they 
constructed a descriptive narrative piece on a visit to the circus.   
  
In our PSHE and RHE lesson, we explored how the media presents information, specifically 
how this can sometimes misrepresent what is happening in the world and mislead those who 
see/hear it. We focused on fake news; in particular, how we can recognise it and the impact it 
can have if taken seriously.    
  
We have started a new Art and Design unit this term: Fine Art. In our first lesson, we started to 
look at the Renaissance and Baroque periods and the artists which contributed to these times; 
in particular, works by Michelangelo, da Vinci and Botticelli.    
  
During our Science lesson, we were describing how living things can be classified into groups 
according to common observable characteristics. We then looked at the characteristics of 
vertebrates and invertebrates and used these to classify animals into groups.  
  
In Computing, we looked at what bullying and cyberbullying are and suggested ways in which 
people could deal with cyberbullying. We then thought about why cyberbullying can be as 
harmful as in-person bullying by looking at similarities and differences between the two. Finally, 
in PE this week, the Year 6 children supported Nursery in practising for their Sports Day 
events.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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  Support Children Workshops 
 

To book a space please email your name, school and contact number to 
Inge.Taylor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 

Course are for adults supporting children not the children themselves. 
Helping children to overcome anxious thoughts and worries 
A 2-hour session looking at 

• What happens when children become anxious 
• The impact that COVID has had on children’s mental health 
• Techniques for helping children deal with their fears / worries  

Anxiety Y 
2 spaces 

Wednesday 15th June 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

9.30 – 11.30 am 

Anxiety Z 
12 spaces 

Wednesday 6th July 2022  
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre            

6.30 – 8.30    

   

Managing Behaviour in a Positive Way 
A 2-hour session looking at 

• Gain insight into your own parenting style / relationship with your child 

• Learn or revisit positive ways of managing behaviour 

• Strategies to deal with unacceptable behaviours  
MB17 
 Fully booked 

Monday 20th June 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

9.30 – 11.30 am 

 Contact me to add name to the waiting list for future sessions  
   

Supporting Children to get a Healthy Night’s Sleep 
A 2 hour session looking at  

• The different sleep issues facing our families 

• Tips on how to get a good night’s sleep. 

• Help children develop good sleeping habits 
 

Sleep 10  
12 spaces  

Tuesday 5th July 2022    
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8.30 

   

Reducing Sibling Rivalry 
A 2 hour session looking at  

• Encouraging a more harmonious sibling relationship  

• Learn / revisit techniques for children to cope with being a sibling 

• Triggers for negative sibling attitudes / boost children's emotional literacy  

 Contact me to add name to the waiting list for future sessions  
   

Supporting a smooth transition to secondary school (for year 5 and 6 parents) 
A 1 ½ hour session looking at  

• What the transition involves 

• The positives and concerns of transitioning to a new setting 

• Boosting your child’s ability to have a smooth transition 

 

Transition 7 
Fully booked  

Monday 13th June 2022 
@ Bracknell Open Learning Centre 

6.30 – 8pm  

 Contact me to add name to the waiting list for future sessions  
   

Single Parent, Separated and Blended families – supporting children to cope 
with different family dynamics. 
A 2 hour session looking at  

• Different family dynamics and how they can work 

• Parental conflict resolutions 

• Being the best parent you can be for your child 
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