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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 06 26 May 2022 

Book sale! 
 
Our reading ambassadors would like to invite you to our next book sale on Wednesday 08 June 
2022. This will take place straight after school on the junior playground. There will be a fantastic 
selection of second hand books available for all ages for a suggested donation of 50p a book. 
There is also a small selection of exciting new books available which are individually priced. All 
funds raised go towards supporting our reading projects at Uplands Primary School and 
Nursery. We hope that you can join us. 

Queen’s Jubilee 
 
On Thursday 26 May 2022, Uplands Primary School and Nursery pupils and staff enjoyed a day 
of celebrations for Her Majesty the Queen’s Jubilee. We sang ‘God Save The Queen’ and ‘Rule 
Britannia’ amongst other songs, had a picnic and celebrated as classes. 

Y6 Maths Challenge 
 
Well done to our pupils who took part in a Maths Challenge this week with 128 other children. 
We were the 2nd highest placed Bracknell Forest school and two of our teams finished 15th 
and 17th! Well done to all our pupils for their excellent effort and representation of Uplands. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 06.06.2022   “Bank holiday” (in lieu Queen’s Jubilee)—school and nursery closed 

Tuesday 07.06.2022   Y6 swimming lessons begin—info sent 

Wednesday 08.06.2022   Y5 Maths Challenge—info sent 

Wed/Thur 08/09 June   Y4 Ufton Court residential trip—info sent 

Friday 10.06.2022   Y3 trip to Warner Bros. Studios (Harry Potter)—info sent 

Tuesday 14.06.2022   Y6 swimming lessons start for selected children—info to follow 

Tuesday 14.06.2022   Y5/6 Athletics event—info to follow 

Wednesday 15.06.2022   Class photos 

Thursday 16.06.2022   Y2 trip to Roald Dahl museum—info sent 

Friday 17.06.2022   Y5 visit (2 of 2) to Eagle House—info sent 

Monday 20.06.2022   Y1 trip to British Wildlife Centre—info sent 

Wednesday 22.06.2022   YR, KS1 and KS2 Sports Day—info to follow 

Thursday 23.06.2022   Nursery Sports Day (morning)—info to follow 

Thursday 23.06.2022   Fantastic Fred Mental Health Day (Years 1 to 6) —info to follow 

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 
 
Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2022 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Queen’s Jubilee cont. 
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Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian), asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children.  

Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. A child should not attend if they are too unwell to manage in school, or there is a 
concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or stomach bugs (including vomiting and 
diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after the last instance of illness. Thank you in 
advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at Uplands. 

Summer safety videos 
 
Please see the following videos which have been shared with schools to pass on to families: 
 
Water and window safety: 
‘Keep your kids live and kicking this summer’ 
 

Water Safety: 
https://youtu.be/y4njOkRBK4Q 
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 05 
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We have had a fun-packed and busy week in Nursery! The children have enjoyed a range of 
Jubilee-themed activities. In the construction area, we provided the children with a variety of 
books about the Jubilee, as well as pictures of London landmarks and images of the Queen. 
The children then used their imagination to create structures like Tower Bridge. Our play dough 
table was set up for the children to make 'cupcakes', for a royal tea party. On the craft table, the 
children were busy making flags and creating their own crowns for our Jubilee picnic lunch in 
the garden.  
 
This week, the children were very excited to come into Nursery to discover that our butterflies 
had emerged from their chrysalises. They were absolutely fascinated, and enjoyed observing 
the butterflies through the habit net. We discussed the change which had occurred and why the 
butterflies' wings were initially crumpled. The children were sad to release them, but have 
thoroughly enjoyed the entire process. We also had Miller's Ark mobile farm to visit us in 
Nursery; they provided the children with a hands-on experience of meeting goats, sheep, pigs 
and donkeys. The children absolutely loved meeting the animals; they petted them and got the 
chance to feed them. We talked about the differences between the animals, what they eat 
and how their coats felt.  
 
We hope you have a lovely half term with Jubilee celebrations and look forward to welcoming 
the children back in June. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception have been learning all about the Queen and why we are celebrating her 
Platinum Jubilee. On Monday, the children listened to the story of The Queen’s Knickers by 
Nicholas Allen, which they found very funny! During Drawing Club, the children designed a pair 
of knickers for the Queen’s Jubilee and wrote a short letter to her about them.   
 
Throughout the week, the children learnt facts about the Queen, including what her interests 
are, where she lives and how long she has been on the throne. They created collage 
silhouettes of the Queen's head using red, white and blue stickers to celebrate the jubilee. They 
enjoyed watching a short animation that was created especially for the Platinum Jubilee, 
featuring the Queen’s Guards and her corgis; this film inspired the children to create their own 
stories about the Queen. Other activities the children have immersed themselves in this week 
are role-playing visiting an airport, creating small world countryside settings and dressing up as 
guests at a royal garden party, wearing ties, hats, scarves and handbags.  
 
In Maths, the children have focused on subtraction within 10. They have used the crossing off 
method to retell simple subtraction stories and created their own pictorial representations of 
First, Then and Now stories.  
 
The Queen’s Jubilee influenced our finger gym and Outdoor Adventure activities too, as the 
children enjoyed finger painting a Union Jack flag, cutting out characters to make a royal 
garden party scene, colouring in a doodle page all about the Queen and making nature crowns, 
using natural materials they found in Squirrel Wood.  
 
On Thursday, the children had fun meeting up with their Year 5 buddies and creating crowns to 
wear for the Jubilee lunchtime picnic on the field.   
 
Finally, we are thrilled to report that the vegetables and flowers we planted in the Reception 
garden are looking strong and healthy, especially after all this week’s rain, and we are looking 
forward to seeing how tall the peas and beans will have grown over the holiday.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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As we come to the end of another fantastic half term, Year 1 have been finishing off lots of 
exciting units of learning. 
 
In our Phonics, the children have revised all the of the graphemes they have been taught so far. 
In particular, we have focused on 'ou' as in 'shout' and 'oy' as in 'royal'. We have had lots of 
practice blending phonemes to read and segmenting words to spell.  
 
In English, we have written our own poems based on ‘The Magic Box’ by Kit Wright. The 
children have shared beautiful and imaginative ideas for their magic boxes. They then used 
their neatest handwriting to produce a beautiful piece of work. 
 
In Maths, we have been considering quarters. We have learnt to find a quarter of a shape and a 
quarter of a quantity. We have looked at quarters as half of a half. 
 
In our Science, we have been really inspired by learning about animals. This week, we enjoyed 
modelling amphibians and reptiles as well as recording careful observational drawings of fish. 
We have focused on the structure of animal bodies and the body parts which are the same or 
different to ours.  
 
Finally, over the past two weeks, we have been learning about Shabbat and how this is 
important to Jewish children. Year 1 have had busy sessions learning about the traditions and 
how Jewish people share Shabbat every Friday evening. We have recorded what we do on a 
Friday evening and Saturday and then talked about what Jewish children do; we then compared 
them. Last Friday, we made the most delicious bread called challah bread. We decorated a 
table and placed special items such as candlesticks, kiddush cup and our amazing challah 
bread; we even tried on a kippah hat. We then spent time talking to each other while we shared 
the bread with jam and butter. 
 
We wish you a lovely, and hopefully sunny, half term week.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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This week, Year 2 have been working incredibly hard on their SATs. Each child tried their best 
and have completed five papers. The children should all be so proud of themselves for how 
much effort they have put in and how seriously they all took the tests.  
 
In Art and Design, Year 2 completed their own pencil sketches, designing a variety of hats. The 
three hats that we spent time designing were to be inspired by different ideas: Phillip Treacy, 
ourselves and our school. After completing the designs, we discussed how we could critique 
our own work and identified areas we could improve. We then turned our classroom into our 
very own art gallery; we were able to move around and use post-it notes to critique and 
celebrate our peers’ work. We were then able to use these comments to evaluate our own 
pieces.  
 
In Science, we completed our unit on Habitats. We have been looking at what animals live in 
different habitats and how they depend on each other. The children have also been learning the 
difference between living, never lived and once lived. We went outside in groups and looked for 
things that were living, once lived or never lived and gave evidence to support our decision.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
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On Monday, we welcomed parents, carers and Uplands staff into Year 3 as the children 
presented their fantastic homework projects on North America. We were blown away by their 
wonderful creations! Thank you so much for all of your hard work on these projects at home. 
The children should all be incredibly proud of their projects and how passionately they spoke 
about them too. 
 
This week in English, we studied an extract of the transcript from the Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone film. We discussed the script as a class and drew inferences about the 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives. We revised our understanding of tone, volume, 
intonation, action and facial expressions and thought about how we could use these to show 
our inferences in our performances. We used drama activities to get into character and then the 
children worked in groups to rehearse their performances. We revised our Oracy expectations 
for both performers and audience members before each group bravely took to the stage. We 
were so impressed with how the children demonstrated their understanding of each character 
through their performances.  
 
In Maths, we wrapped up our learning on Time by finding and comparing the durations of 
events and measuring time in seconds. To conclude our unit of learning, we revised everything 
we have learnt about time and used our knowledge to solve word problems.  
 
In Geography this week, we focused on the theme of Tourism. We started by sharing our own 
experiences of being tourists before investigating spatial and temporal patterns of tourism in 
North America. The children took a deep dive into temporal patterns of international tourist 
arrivals in USA, Costa Rica, Mexico and Canada between 2000-2020 (studying data collected 
by the World Bank). The children were quick to spot the drastic decline in international tourism 
in 2020, due to obvious reasons! We considered the positives of tourism, such as learning 
about new cultures, sharing traditions and new jobs, as well as the negatives, such as the 
seasonal nature of the jobs created, pollution and overcrowding. We used all of our learning 
from this half term to answer our key question, ‘How does the physical geography of North 
America attract tourists?’. The children produced some excellent posters in response to this 
question, including facts, statistics and high-quality vocabulary.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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We were extremely impressed with all the children’s hard work and effort they put in to their 
homework projects. It was lovely to see such a range of topics and how creative they are.  
 
This week in Maths, we have continued with Time. We discussed years, months, weeks and 
days and used this knowledge to compare different lengths of time. The children understand the 
difference between a leap year and a non-leap year. We then moved on to converting between 
analogue and digital times using a format up to 12 hours. Some children challenged themselves 
to complete problem-solving questions thinking about what the time might be showing when 
one hand was missing.  
 
In Geography, we recapped physical features. The children identified the physical features of 
the Amazon Rainforest and Atacama Desert. They then used these to compare the physical 
features to Sandhurst’s features. We then explored the processes that lead to key physical 
features. The children researched how both mountains and waterfalls are formed as we 
identified these as key physical features in South America. The children learnt that waterfalls 
are interdependent on rivers.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed the five British Values. The children have a good 
understanding of their meanings. We then spent some time discussing democracy and what we 
do in school in a democratic way. The children finished off playing a democracy board game in 
groups.  
 
We were lucky enough to finish off our English unit with some Tudor cooking. Ms Futcher spent 
the day with us and helped us cook Tudor pasties filled with meat and vegetables. These would 
have been eaten by peasants during this time. A big thank you from the whole of Year 4; we 
had great fun!  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 
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Year 5 had a fantastic time working on their Design and Technology projects this week. The 
children worked in teams to use their designs to produce a bespoke fashionable and functional 
bag for their given 'customer'. We were thrilled to see how well the children worked with one 
another on these projects and how they applied excellent problem-solving skills and resilience 
where stitches needed to be redone or features of the bag rethought. We seemed to move over 
the course of the week from comments such as, 'I can't sew!' and 'This is difficult!' to cries of, 'I 
love sewing!', 'This is fun!' and 'Can we do more of this?'. I think you will all agree the bags 
produced are absolutely wonderful. 
 
In Science, Year 5 considered effective and efficient crop growth. They discussed yield and 
how to maximise it, protecting their crops from animals and the weather, as well as creating the 
best conditions in which they could grow. We wondered about how effective planting marigolds 
near our crops would be to protect them, doing this with half of our raised beds to compare 
results. The children had a fantastic time planting lettuce, peppers, tomatoes, cucumber and 
spring onion and are very much looking forward to seeing their hard work come to fruition.  
 
In English this week, Year 5 turned their attention from informal letters to formal ones. We 
discussed the real-life application of these skills and thought about how the tone of our formal 
letters would differ to informal ones. We looked at an example letter written to an MP and 
picked out the key features. The children then planned their own letters to Parliament, in this 
case arguing why all children of their age should have the opportunity to go on a residential trip 
and the positive impact that these experiences have on pupils. 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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After an amazing week away, Y6 have returned to school full of energy. We have utilised this 
with our writing by describing our biggest achievement of the week and writing an information 
text about PGL for next year’s Y6s.  
  
Miss Thomas has also returned to Y6 after her training placement in Y4. This week, she has 
been teaching the children RE. The focus for the week has been to explore the question, ‘Is 
Christianity still a strong religion 2,000 years after Jesus was on Earth?’. To consider this 
question, the children started by thinking about what influences them and why. They then 
considered this question from a historical perspective and thought about who has been widely 
influential and why this might be. To link this to Christianity, the children considered how 
elements of the Christian faith are incorporated into our society (e.g., significant events) and 
why is might have lost strength. Finally, the children debated their own responses to the key 
question before writing a report comparing these discussions.   
  
During PSHE and RHE, the children thought about what makes a good friend. They shared 
their ideas on what is most important for them and how to react when friendships go wrong. 
They finished this off by writing an ‘advert’ for a new best friend. For their Science lesson this 
week, the children learned more about how life is classified using the Linnaean system. They 
then spent time research a variety of different living things to understand how they would be 
classified by Domain, Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus and Species, as well as 
learning how to identify their Latin names. 
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