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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 05 20 May 2022 

Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. A child should not attend if they are too unwell to manage in school, or there is a 
concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or stomach bugs (including vomiting and 
diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after the last instance of illness. Thank you in 
advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at Uplands. 

Jubilee Celebrations 
 
Please see the emails sent to parents/carers regarding our Jubilee celebrations next Thursday 
(26 May 2022). Children are invited to bring in a picnic lunch and wear red, white and blue. The 
emails explain all the details in full, so please have a look there and contact the school office if 
you have any questions. 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 23.05.2022   Y3/4 Topic Afternoon—entry via main gates at 15:00 

Tuesday 24.05.2022   Y6 Maths Challenge—info sent 

Wednesday 25.05.2022   Miller’s Ark to visit YN—info sent 

Thursday 26.05.2022   Jubilee Celebration lunch—info sent 

Thursday 26.05.2022   Last day of half term (finish normal time) 

Friday 27.05.2022   Inset day (school and nursery closed for staff training) 

Monday 06.06.2022   “Bank holiday” (in lieu Queen’s Jubilee)—school and nursery closed 

Tuesday 07.06.2022   Y6 swimming lessons begin—info sent 

Wed/Thur 08/09 June   Y4 Ufton Court residential trip—info sent 

Friday 10.06.2022   Y3 trip to Warner Bros. Studios (Harry Potter)—info sent 

Tuesday 14.06.2022   Y6 swimming lessons for selected children—info to follow 

Tuesday 14.06.2022   Y5/6 Athletics event—info to follow 

Wednesday 15.06.2022   Class photos 

Thursday 16.06.2022   Y2 trip to Roald Dahl museum—info to follow 

Friday 17.06.2022   Y5 visit (2 of 2) to Eagle House—info to follow 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 
 
Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2022 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 04 
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Spotlight on… Cheerleading Club 
 
During our first four weeks of Cheerleading Club, we have been mastering the basic 
cheerleading motions and choreographing our own routines to counts as well as learning 
stunts. Whilst stunting, we have learnt about the role that each person plays in a stunt team. 
The children have all had a chance to try out each of the stunting positions. This week, in order 
to improve their stunting technique, each cheerleader was given one position to work on. Whilst 
the flyers focused on their body control, the back spots and bases worked hard to control the 
stunt and ensure that their flyer was always safe. After working through the progressions for 
some of our stunts over the past few weeks, this week we connected two stunts together with 
motions and all three stunt teams performed them at the same time! Contrary to popular belief, 
cheerleading is a sport that requires real grit and determination and I have been so impressed 
with how the children have approached this new sport with commitment, motivation and 
resilience. We are looking forward to learning more skills next half term! 
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This week in Nursery, we have been working on understanding our local area and using 
directional language to describe routes and locations. We set up a tuff tray with maps of the 
area around school and pictures of familiar places. The children were really engaged with this 
activity, and used cars to take different routes to various places. The children used vocabulary 
such as ‘forwards’, ‘backwards’ and ‘in front of’. To help the children understand the importance 
of oral health and making healthy food and drink choices, we provided them with tooth brushes 
and a large set of teeth. The children all enjoyed practising brushing the teeth properly, and we 
had some interesting discussions about why we look after our teeth.  
 
We have spent lots of time outside in the garden this week, and the mud kitchen has been well 
used. The children have really enjoyed using guttering to make water runs. They worked 
together to position the guttering at the height they wanted, experimenting with what angle 
would make the water go faster. They were very resourceful finding containers and collecting 
the water themselves. This week, the children have also enjoyed painting with tooth brushes, 
making petal soup and playing with lavender Playdoh.  
 
Following on from our work listening to the initial sound in words last week, the children went on 
a learning walk around the school grounds. The children looked for different things they could 
see in the environment and we played I spy. We were very impressed by the children's 
knowledge, they were able to hear the initial sound in words such as flower, grass, cloud and 
bench.  
 
Thank you to those of you who have provided your child with sun cream to be kept in Nursery; 
this is a gentle reminder to please do so if haven't already. Your child will also need a sun hut in 
the warmer weather: our garden gets little shade in the afternoon! 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week, the children have enjoyed learning about animals that camouflage themselves 
through the story of The Mixed-up Chameleon by Eric Carle. In Drawing Club, the children 
created their own mixed-up animal, gave it a name and wrote a sentence about it. There were 
some crazy creatures that we certainly wouldn’t want to come across on a rainy day!  
 
In Phonics, the children revised the phonemes and their corresponding graphemes for oi, ear 
and air, using these to read and spell simple sentences.   
 
Our Maths lessons have focused on counting on along a number track and completing simple 
addition stories within 10. In addition, the children created their own tangram pictures using 2D 
shapes, consolidating their understanding of 2D shape and rotation. 
 
Our Finger Gym lessons continued the mixed-up animal theme as the children used pegs to 
collect pompom flies to feed the chameleon, tore up pieces of tissue paper to make the Mixed-
up Chameleon, completed chameleon and rainforest pencil control worksheets and had fun 
playing pick- up sticks.  
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children excelled themselves when working 
collaboratively to create large-scale constructions. This week’s creations included a motorbike, 
complete with a musical engine and a tractor. The problem solving and negotiating that 
happens when working on these large-scale models is fantastic and we are always intrigued to 
see what the children will come up with next. Other highlights include writing storybooks, role-
playing schools and making collage flower gardens.  
 
The children helped Miss Stokes to plant some different herbs, chives, lemon balm, thyme and 
sage. They have diligently watered the vegetables and flowers in the Reception garden which 
are growing beautifully.  
 
Red Bus had lots of fun at their Outdoor Adventures session this week, using the homemade 
charcoal to draw as well as enjoying den building, exploring and playing Tug of War. 
 
Finally, we were so proud of the children's performance in their class assembly on Thursday 
afternoon, remembering their lines, speaking clearly, singing beautifully and generally being 
brave in front of the school and their families. Well done!  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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The highlight of this week has been watching Year 1 perform their assembly. All the children 
chose their own parts, helped to decide what to say and worked really cooperatively to support 
each other. We were so proud of every child for working together and sharing their learning in 
front of a big audience.  
  
In English, we moved on from our Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark stories to start a new unit of 
learning on poetry. We have really enjoyed sharing the poem ‘The Magic Box’ by Kit Wright. 
This poem has inspired us to think what we would love to have inside a magic box. We have 
moved on from shopping list items to including favourite places, exciting experiences, positive 
feelings and magical wishes. Many children have asked for the love of their family and the 
kindness of their friends to be safely enclosed within their magic boxes.   
  
In Phonics, we have been revising the sounds ‘aw’ as in ‘jaw’ and ‘au’ as in ‘launch’. We have 
also read and spelled words using ‘ur’, ‘ir’ and ‘er’. Next week, we will be revising ‘oi’ and ‘oy’ 
and ‘ow’ and ‘ou’. Our new spellings contain some ‘ou’ words to practise alongside vocabulary 
that will be helpful for writing our poems.   
  
In Maths, we have begun to explore halving. We now know that there are no big halves and 
little halves in Maths! Making halves means dividing a shape or quantity into two equal groups. 
We started by attempting this with breadsticks before folding and cutting a paper square in half. 
When we halved a square, we found that it was possible to create two equal rectangles or two 
equal triangles. Finally, we learnt to divide a quantity into halves using objects and pictures. We 
started to express this verbally using sentences such as ‘2 is half of 4.’ and ‘Half of 4 is 2’. It 
was challenging to learn to use these phrases correctly and we will be practising this more next 
week as well as moving onto quarters.   
  
In Science, we focused on amphibians and reptiles and carried out our own research using 
books. We carefully studied the pictures in the books to consider how a chosen animal’s body 
was the same or different to ours. We also learnt that amphibians have moist skins and reptiles 
have dry scales.   
  
In Geography, we have revised all our learning this term to write postcards from Australia. The 
children have been inspired by the different physical features and landmarks we have been 
learning about. It’s a shame we can’t quite make this into a school trip!  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have been seeing if the revision they have completed over the past few weeks 
proved useful as we completed some SATs past papers in preparation for next week. After 
completing the papers, we then went through them to identify what questions we struggled with 
and how we can avoid making these errors. We were so impressed with the scores we 
achieved on the practise papers and feel prepared for the coming week. 
  
In English, Year 2 have completed their newspaper report on the dragon that visited the school. 
We took care to include the facts about what happened and even included a quote from Mr. 
Sherwood himself. We used images and captions in our writing as well as making sure that we 
were writing in chronological order. Also in English, we have discovered two dragon eggs that 
we are now looking after as a class in the hope that they will hatch. We have been looking at 
these and writing detailed descriptions of them.  
  
In Science, we look at how we classify things as alive, dead and never alive. In order to do this, 
we looked at different animals and objects and had discussion about our initial thoughts. We 
then learnt about MRS NERG which is an acronym for Movement, Respiration, Sensitivity, 
Nutrition, Excretion, Reproduction and Growth. After learning about these processes, we then 
revisited the images and attempted to classify them.   
 
In RE, we looked at ‘sense of belonging’ and how people that follow the religion of Islam can 
gain a sense of belonging by visiting mosques and praying. We had a discussion in class about 
how we can feel a sense of belong within our classroom and school, we then went on to talk 
about how we show that we are a member of the school; for example, wearing school uniform, 
attending each day and following the school rules.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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This week in English, the children wrote their Harry Potter chapters entitled ‘The Malfunctioning 
Typewriter.’ We studied a model text to help us understand how to strike the right balance 
between dialogue and narration. They worked hard to ensure that they paced themselves rather 
than jumping right into the action! They then spent time proof reading and editing their work for 
accuracy and effectiveness.  
 
In Guided Reading, we have continued to enjoy Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone and 
the children have been challenging themselves to read with lots of expression! Currently, Harry 
is on the Hogwarts Express. Next week, we are looking forward to reading about his adventures 
as he arrives at Hogwarts.  
 
In Maths, we have continued to work on the tricky concept of time. We have started to learn 
how to use an analogue clock to tell the time to a minute. The children have been very resilient 
whilst practising this difficult skill. Please do encourage them to tell the time at home to help get 
some extra practise in. We also learnt that we can tell the time without saying AM or PM by 
using the 24-hour clock. We know that the 24-hour clock always uses 4 digits and we have 
been converting between 12-hour and 24-hour times.  
 
In Science, we used all of our learning from the past term to design the perfect plant. The 
children carefully designed the features of their plant, demonstrating their knowledge about the 
functions of each part.  
 
In Computing, we continued to explore how digital devices can be connected. We learnt about 
the role of a server, wireless access point and switch in a network. The children arranged 
images of theses into a network and used string to represent wired connections. We then went 
on a scavenger hunt around the school to locate the networked devices around us. We used 
our findings to map our school computer network.   
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed what it means to be a responsible citizen at school, in the 
community and in the environment. The children created performances to help spread the word 
and educate other people on how to be good citizens. Most of the children chose to share their 
ideas using role play. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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We started off the week completing a DT day. The children spent time with Mrs McCann in the 
cookery room making a Brazilian Picadillo. This is a traditional dish in many Latin American 
countries which contains meat, vegetables and raisins. The children listened well and worked 
hard to ensure they followed the recipe and produced an authentic South American dish. They 
thought carefully about how they were going to present their dish to make it the most 
aesthetically pleasing and agreed that it was a delicious meal that they would like to cook at 
home. The children then spent some time comparing their own dish to a traditional South 
American dish. They considered the importance of presentation and style and how South 
American culture influences this.  
 
In Maths, we started our unit on time. We spent a lesson recapping how to tell the time using 
clocks. The children annotated a clock to help refresh their memories. They then used this to 
draw different times on clocks. They used their knowledge on time to answer questions and 
some challenged themselves by moving on to reasoning.  
 
In English, the children have been working on using different pronouns and expanded noun 
phrases within their writing. They wrote a character description of King Henry VIII from the point 
of view of one of the wives. They thought carefully about the vocabulary they used. We 
discussed the five rules of inverted commas. The children used these to write speech between 
two Tudor figures including Henry VIII and one of his wives. They then went on the learn about 
Henry VIII’s son Edward VI. The children used this information to write an entry in Edward’s 
chronicle showing his character and what sort of King he was. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, the children learnt how to report concerns or abuse, and the vocabulary and 
confidence needed to do so. They understand where to get advice e.g. family, school and/or 
other sources. They explored different scenarios and discussed if they would speak to an adult 
about the situation.  
 
In PE this week, the children worked in pairs to record their distances thrown in the cricket 
throw and shot put. They also recorded how far they jumped from a standing triple jump. We 
discussed the different techniques to help improve their distances. It was lovely to see lots of 
the children bettering their scores.   
 
Last week in Science, we explored different classification keys. The children understood how to 
read and use them and identify different animals.   

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

In Maths this week, Year 5 applied the tricky concept of multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 
1000 to decimals. The pupils carefully looked at how to move digits from one place value 
column to another and to add place holders, depending on the question. Some of our children 
also designed their own decimals quizzes and games from our whole unit so far. 
 
In English, the class wrote informal letters to our Magdalen Farm guides to thank them for such 
a fantastic trip. The children recounted stories and some of their favourite moments in an 
informal style, ensuring they included many features and conventions required in letter writing. 
 
In Computing, we compared a variety of ways we can visualise sets of data. The class 
answered questions by navigating a database and displaying the data in different graphs and 
charts. We looked at line, bar, scatter, and pie charts to find the most applicable presentation to 
help us answer questions.  
 
In RE, Year 5 continued their discussion on the Hindu beliefs of Karma, Samsara and Moksha. 
The class discussed life and rebirth, as well as the freeing of the soul during Moksha. We 
created board games that included the collecting of Karma on the way to winning the game.  
 
In History, we looked more at the impact Alexander the Great had, and what this meant for 
some of the advancements of Ancient Greece. Through the lens of wider international impact, 
we discussed the importance of the Olympics, science and medicine, and their political system, 
particularly the introduction of democracy. 
 
In Art and Design, we looked at Edgar Degas' divisive sculpture, 'Little Dancer of Fourteen 
Years'. The pupils considered what they liked and disliked about the sculpture and learned 
about its unusual design. We then learned about using proportion to make sketches and 
sculptures of the human body appear accurate and realistic. Using diagrams to consider the 
relationships between the sizes of different body parts, the children returned to their previous 
sketches to evaluate them. We then had fun creating a range of athletic poses in the sunshine 
and taking photos of these to do further sketches. We were very impressed by how carefully the 
children evaluated and refined their work each time. 
 
Last Friday, Year 5 visited Eagle House School and took part in Art and Music workshops. The 
children sang songs, danced, played steel drums, and crafted flowers from clay. They all really 
enjoyed the afternoon and are looking forward to returning in a few weeks for part two.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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What have we been learning in Year 5? Cont. 
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Year 6 have spent the week at PGL and had an amazing time!  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Book Recommendations for Adults III 
 
Last term, we asked our school community to recommend their favourite books for 
adults. We have gathered twenty good reads to share with you and hope this may be of 
interest to you. Please note these books are not suitable for children.  
 

Sorrow and Bliss – Meg Mason 
This moving novel about mental illness and sisterly love find wisdom and hilarity in anguish. 
Although the subject matter is deep, the delivery is often light and laugh-out loud funny making 
it an emotional yet enjoyable read. 
 

Scrublands – Chris Hammer 
A troubled journalist arrives in an isolated Australian town to investigate a shocking crime 
committed by a dedicated, young priest. A compulsive thriller that fans of Jane Harper will 
enjoy. 
 

The Thursday Murder Club – Richard Osman 
Upon its publication, Richard Osman’s debut novel became the fastest selling crime novel since 
records began. The Thursday Murder Club meet weekly at the cosy setting of the affluent 
Coopers Chase Retirement Home to attempt to solve cold cases. That is until a murder 
happens on their very doorstep… 
 

The Uncommon Reader – Alan Bennett 
When her Majesty The Queen’s corgis stray into a mobile library, she begins to read widely and 
deeply, which in turn affects her world view and her relationship with the Prime Minister and his 
advisors. The consequences are surprising and very funny.  
 

I am the Messenger – Markus Zusak 
Ed Kennedy is an underage cabdriver without much of a future. He's pathetic at playing cards, 
hopelessly in love with his best friend, Audrey, and utterly devoted to his coffee-drinking dog. 
His life is one of peaceful routine and incompetence until he inadvertently stops a bank 
robbery… and everything changes. A gripping, emotional and humorous read by the author of 
‘The Book Thief’.  
 

We are all birds of Uganda – Hafsa Zayyan 
A beautifully told story that follows Sameer, a twenty-something British lawyer whose family 
were amongst those expelled from Uganda under the rule of Idi Amin. The story moves 
between Sameer’s story in the present day and that of his grandfather, Hasan, who tells his 
story through a series of letters written to his late wife. A moving and powerful read.  

Serious Concerns – Wendy Cope 
This poetry collection by Wendy Cope from 1992 is still very funny and moving. ‘The Orange’ is 
a particularly wonderful poem.  
 

Night Circus – Erin Morgenstern 
This historical novel about a rivalry between two magicians and the circus is a genuine pleasure 
to read. The characters are well-written and intriguing and the settings are strikingly beautiful. A 
very enjoyable read. 
 

Anxious people – Fredrik Backman 
The bestselling author of ‘A Man Called Ove’ turns the heist novel on its head with the 
charming and witty story of a hilariously bungled robbery and its hapless, hopeless 
perpetrator. 
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Book Recommendations for Adults III (cont.) 
 

The Wolf of the Plains – Conn Iggulsden 
The first book in the bestselling Conqueror series featuring Mongol warlord Genghis Khan 
and his descendants. A thrilling tale of betrayal, war and vengeance.  
 

Little Fires Everywhere – Celeste Ng 
When the Richardsons, living in 1990s Shaker Heights, Ohio, have their house seemingly 
deliberately burned down, a story begins of intertwining family lives and complicated 
parenthood. A deeply satisfying and well-crafted story with vividly drawn characters. 
 

Inspire: Life lessons from the wilderness – Ben Fogle 
 From being castaway on a Hebridean island to swimming with crocodiles in Botswana, Fogle 
channels his unforgettable experiences of the natural world into an insightful reflection on how 
the lessons of nature can inform our daily lives. Written with wit and affection, this is a light-
hearted yet inspiring read. 
 

This is Going to Hurt – Adam Kay 
Back in 2017, in a pre-coronavirus world, Adam Kay released this factual memoir of his time 
working for the NHS. These secret diaries of a junior doctor are both hilarious and gut-
wrenchingly emotional as Kay retells his experiences as a doctor between 2004 and 2010, in 
what he is calls his ‘love letter to the NHS’. 
 

The Dark Lake – Sarah Bailey 
Gemma Woodstock is a Detective Sergeant in the small rural town of Smithson. One of the 
local teachers, who also happens to be an old classmate of Gemma’s, is murdered and the 
ensuing investigation causes Gemma’s past to come crashing back to haunt her. An exciting 
page-turner! 
 

The Rumour – Lesley Kara 
When single mum Joanna hears a rumour at the school gates, she never intends to pass it on. 
But one casual comment leads to another and now there's no going back… 
A chilling tale of paranoia and suspicion which keeps the excitement up until the very end. 
 

Elizabeth is Missing – Emma Healey 
Maud is forgetful. She makes a cup of tea and doesn't remember to drink it. She goes to the 
shops and forgets why she went. Sometimes her daughter Helen seems a total stranger. But 
there's one thing Maud is sure of: her friend Elizabeth is missing. Combining pitch-perfect 
storytelling with a tender, unflinching portrait of life with dementia, Emma Healey breathes new 
life into the ‘whodunit’ formula.  
 

The Power – Naomi Alderman 
This extraordinary and sometimes shocking and uncomfortable novel by Naomi Alderman is a 
gripping story of how the world would change if men were able to be physically overpowered by 
women rather than the other way around. A clever concept and a thought-provoking story. 
 

The Midnight Library – Matt Haig 
Between life and death there is a library. When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight 
Library, she has a chance to make things right. Up until now, she feels she has let 
everyone down, including herself. But things are about to change. The books in the 
Midnight Library enable Nora to live as if she had done things differently, so now Nora 
needs to consider: what is the best way to live?  
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Book Recommendations for Adults III (cont.) 
 

More than a Woman – Caitlin Moran 
The hilarious sequel to the mega-selling 2011 book ‘How to be a Woman’. Moran, now 45, 
takes a second look at womanhood, this time from the vantage point of middle age. Part 
memoir, part manifesto, it tackles such issues as teenagers, ageing parents, careers, the 
tyranny of the to-do list and the moment when your entire wardrobe seems to turn against you. 
 

Perfect – Rachel Joyce 
A spellbinding novel which tells the story of a young boy who is thrown into the murky, difficult 
realities of the adult world with far-reaching consequences. Byron wakes to a morning that 
looks like any other but when he, his sister and mother leave home, driving into a dense 
summer fog, the morning takes an unmistakable turn. In one terrible moment, something 
happens, something completely unexpected and at odds with life as Byron understands it… 
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