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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 02 06 May 2022 

 Volunteer Day 
Saturday 07 May 2022, 10:00—16:00 

 
We are once again holding one of our successful volunteer days to help spruce up areas of the 
school. We are welcoming any adult family members (and pupils of Uplands) to come to 
Uplands on Saturday 07 May to help us with some outside jobs. These include: 

 Spreading bark  

 Painting our outside area 

 Painting benches 

 Painting the wall in the car park 

 Digging over beds and digging holes. 
 
If you are able to come, we would love to see you there! Snacks and drinks will be provided but, 
in order to avoid disappointing those with specific dietary needs, we are not able to provide 
lunch. In addition, we will need additional wheelbarrows and shovels, if you are able to come 
down! Please spread the word and, if you can give up even a few hours of your time, we would 
be hugely grateful. The money we save on paying for tradespeople to do these jobs goes 
directly to purchase resources for the pupils of Uplands, so everything helps.  

Year 4 Spell It competition 
 
Well done to our Year 4 pupils who attended Eagle House for the Year 4 Spell It Competition on 
Thursday 05 May. The team performed incredibly well and should feel proud of their efforts.  

Whilst we are sad 

Goodbye, Mrs Livingstone—we’ll miss you! 
 
After nearly 8 years at Uplands, Mrs Livingstone is leaving us on 13 May. She will be working 
with a therapy dog to help pupils in schools and other settings, which will allow her to work more 
directly with children and young people. Whilst we are sad to see her go, I am sure you will join 
us in wishing her all the very best in her exciting new venture. 
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Diary Dates 

Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Mon-Weds 09-11.05. Y5 visit to Magdalen Farm—info sent 

w/c 09.05.2022 Y6 SATs 

Friday 13.05.2022 Y5 visit to Eagle House for Art sessions—info sent 

w/c 16.05.2022 Y6 trip to PGL Barton Hall—info sent 

Monday 16.05.2022 HCB Girls’ Cricket Festival (Y3/4) (TBC) 

Wednesday 18.05.2022 Y4 Ufton Court parent/carer meeting,Y4 classroom, 15:00 (main gates) 

Wednesday 18.05.2022 Rescheduled Y1 class assembly—parents/carers welcome. Starts 14:45 

Thursday 19.05.2022 BFC Tennis Tournament—info to follow (TBC) 

Thursday 19.05.2022 YR Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome. Starts at 14:45 

Monday 23.05.2022 Y3/4 Topic Afternoon—entry via main gates at 15:00 

Tuesday 24.05.2022 Y6 Maths Challenge—info to follow 

Wednesday 25.05.2022 Miller’s Ark to visit YN—info to follow 

Thursday 26.05.2022 Last day of half term (finish normal time) 

Friday 27.05.2022 Inset day (school and nursery closed for staff training) 

Wed/Thur 08/09 June Y4 Ufton Court residential trip—info sent 

School meals 

School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through the 
Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu and 
order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 

Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  

Inset Days 2022-2023 

Our inset days have been agreed by the Governing Board, and are as follows: 

01.09.2022 02.09.2022 31.10.2023 03.01.2023 05.06.2023 
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Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian), asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children. 

Diana Award Anti-bullying Ambassador training 
 
We were so proud of our anti-bullying team, who attended an event yesterday to learning more 
about anti-bullying and positive relationships. The whole group behaved impeccably throughout 
the day at Lambrook. Each one of them spoke up bravely, and had valid and interesting points 
to make. They fully understood the goal of the workshop, and listened carefully. All are keen to 
get new ideas started back at school. Well done, ambassadors! 
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 02 
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In Nursery this week, the garden had a makeover, as we have created a new dressing up area 
outside. Our children love role play, so this space now gives them a chance to be imaginative 
outside with role play as well as inside. The children have really enjoyed exploring the new 
authentic resources such as hats, scarves and bags, and we have seen some amazing 
imaginative play already. The children have also been very creative on the craft table, after a 
revamp with new resources led to lots of inspiration for wonderful artwork. In PE, the children 
continued practising their skills for Sports Day. This week, they worked on speed bounce, 
throwing and running. We also took the children out onto the trim trail so they could develop 
their physical skills by challenging themselves on the larger equipment. 
 
To help the children work on linking numerals and amounts, our play dough table had a number 
theme. The children used the Playdoh to make varying amounts matching to a specific number. 
The children also realised they could use numicon to print into the Playdoh and then counted 
the marks it made. On the light box, the children investigated various spring flowers using 
magnifying glasses. We discussed what happened when they looked through the lens, and 
heard lots of wonderful language like "It gets bigger". 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception have enjoyed learning about the life cycle of a butterfly, through the story 
of The Very Hungry Caterpillar. In Drawing Club, the children drew their own hungry caterpillar 
and wrote about what food it ate. The children wrote some fantastic sentences, independently 
using their phonic knowledge to spell. As part of our weekly oracy work, the children were 
introduced to specific vocabulary associated with The Very Hungry Caterpillar story. These 
included ravenous, stuffed, plump, chrysalis, greedy and life-cycle, and the children then 
thought of actions to help them remember what each word means.  

Our phonics lessons have continued to revise the digraphs that have been taught. This week, 
the children practised identifying, blending and segmenting words with the phonemes ‘oa’, long 
‘oo’ and short ‘oo’ in them, reading and writing short sentences applying their phonic 
knowledge. 

In Maths, the children have continued to learn about teen numbers, practising counting 
forwards and backwards to 20, ordering the numbers in and out of sequence and playing ‘spot 
my mistake’ in a run of teen numbers.  

During child-initiated learning time, the children have had lots of fun creating animal swamps 
with the water, mud, vegetation and small world animals and used the guttering and water to 
make a waterfall. In addition, the children used their fingers to paint a picture of the hungry 
caterpillar, wrote amazing storybooks which they read to the class, retold the story of The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar using the puppets, printed symmetrical butterfly pictures and used beads to 
create caterpillars.  

Other learning opportunities this week have included watching the Butterflies episode of Come 
Outside and learning the difference between a butterfly and a moth, and how a butterfly collects 
the nectar from the flowers using its long proboscis.   

Finally, on Tuesday morning, the children were thrilled to discover that our seeds had 
grown shoots and that some of our plants were ready to plant outside. With help from Miss 
Stokes, the children carefully planted the plants into a large pot and have enjoyed watering 
them every day since. 

What have we been learning in Reception?
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week in English, we have begun to plan our own stories based on ‘The Owl who was 
Afraid of the Dark’. We enjoyed making links to our Science learning by watching a video about 
different nocturnal creatures. We have spent time sharing our story ideas verbally. We have 
also extended our vocabulary by describing pictures aloud using ambitious language. Finally, 
we have been recording our plans in writing using a template.   

In Phonics, we have been revising the sound ‘oa’ spelled ‘ow’ as in ‘snow’, ‘o-e’ as in ‘phone’ 
and ‘oe’ as in ‘toe’. Please continue using Bug Club stories at home to reinforce this learning 
and support your child’s spelling and reading.   

In Maths, we have continued to explore multiplication using arrays. We have discussed how an 
array is made of equal groups which are arranged in rows and columns. Rows go across like 
the classes sit for assembly, columns go up and down like a column holding up a building. We 
can see from our arrays that 2 lots of 5 is 10 or 5+5=10 and also that 5 lots of 2 is 10 or 
2+2+2+2+2=10. After this, we explored doubling. At the end of the week, we started to look at 
division as sharing an amount into equal groups. At home, you might like to practise these skills 
using practical situations. For example, ‘there are 3 people in our family and we all want to have 
2 biscuits. How many biscuits will we need altogether?’ Or, ‘if you eat 4 pieces of carrot - I will 
eat double. How many pieces will I eat?’ Finally, you could try ‘if we have 10 cakes and 4 
people in our family - how many cakes can we have each? Can we make equal groups? Are 
there any left over?’. 

If you keep sharing cakes and biscuits, you might need to get some extra exercise! Luckily, we 
are busy getting stronger and fitter in PE. In our PE lessons this week, Year 1 focused on a 
range of events: long jump, overarm throw and the speed bounce. The children worked in 
groups to try and score as many points as possible across the three events.   

In Geography, we have learnt about the weather in Australia and compared this with our 
UK weather. We enjoyed creating our own weather reports. In Computing, we continued to 
explore grouping data.   

This week, we also came to the end of our History topic on transport. We have looked at a 
range of methods of transport and how they have developed through the past to present day. 
We also looked at how The Queen has travelled around the world and looked at how this has 
changed during her lifetime.   

What have we been learning in Year 1?
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have been continuing with their revision and have been revisiting previously 
taught concepts. This week, we have been going back over multiplication and division and 
ensuring that we are all aware and are able to use the key skills needed to successfully multiply 
and divide; for example, sharing into groups and using repeated addition.  
 
In English, we have continued practising our VIPER and comprehension skills, answering 
questions on the chapters we have read from our class novel ‘How to Train Your Dragon’. Now 
we have been introduced to the characters in our story and have started to understand their 
personalities, we have created character profiles for them. These profiles describe their 
appearances and their wants, along with some predictions as to what the characters might end 
up doing in the story.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, Year 2 have been discussing the importance of families and how our 
families support and care for us. Specifically, we have been looking at resolving conflict within 
our families and our wider relationships. We spoke about how our families are available to 
speak to if we are upset, angry or have a problem with one of our friendships and they can work 
with us to find solutions or simply listen to us. We then discussed how we can sometimes 
experience conflict with members of our family and we identified strategies that can work to 
resolve this.  
 
In Art, we have begun looking at designer Phillip Treacy and studying the hats that he has 
made for various celebrities. We looked at his original sketches and used our learning from the 
week before to identify what sketching techniques he had used; for example, contouring, cross-
hatching and stippling. We then moved on to compare Treacy’s sketches with our previously 
studied artists and we identified similarities and differences.   

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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On Thursday afternoon, Year 3 were lucky enough to have a visit from Mr Harkirat Singh from 
the Sikh Education Service. We learnt about the importance of respecting the different choices 
that we all make as unique individuals as well as the value of sharing with others and showing 
gratitude for the things we are thankful for. We learnt that everyone is seen as equal through 
the sharing of the Langar, a shared meal that is offered for free to anyone after each service of 
worship at the Gurdwara. Mr Singh explained that many people choose to serve by helping with 
the preparation of the food as well as the washing up afterwards and we thought about how we 
could show love, respect and gratitude through the choices we make in our own lives too.  
 
This week in English, we have been focusing on implementing the feedback we are given to 
improve our writing. The children used their ‘non-chronological report features checklist’ from 
last week to plan and write another report. This time, they were writing about the features of a 
magical wand and worked hard on their individual targets. 
 
In Maths, we started off the week by using number lines to identify equivalent fractions. We 
then moved onto comparing fractions with the same denominator and ordering them in 
ascending and descending order. We were very impressed with how confidently the children 
were adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator this week too! The children 
understand that we only add or subtract the numerators and the denominators stay the same.  
 
In Geography, we used maps and atlases to locate some of North America’s major physical 
features. The children know that physical features are naturally occurring landforms, such as 
mountains and rivers, whilst human features, like buildings and bridges, were built by people.  
 
In Art and Design, the children designed their own sculptures made from natural materials. 
They used Andy Goldsworthy’s sculptures and their sketches from last week to help inspire 
their designs. They are looking forward to creating their sculptures next week! 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we recapped our understanding of the British Values and took a deep dive 
into the value of democracy. We learnt about how elections and voting works and debated 
whether 18 is the right age for people to be allowed to vote. We concluded that the Uplands’ 
School Council is a democracy as it is pupil-led, all children in the school are involved, it deals 
with significant issues and makes a difference. The children worked in groups to create their 
own political parties for a Year 3 Mock Election and were challenged to come up with 
persuasive reasons to change voters’ minds.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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In Maths, we started exploring money. The children understand the relationship between 100p 
and £1.00. The children used this to help answer questions relating to amounts of money. They 
then moved on to comparing amounts of money using greater, less than or equal to symbols.  
 
In English, we are continuing our unit on Tudors. The children discussed how information from 
the past can be found from different sources and whether these sources are reliable or not. 
They then made inferences about Henry VIII based on three different portraits of him 
throughout his life. The children have taken on the role of teacher and each group has been 
given one of Henry VIII’s wives to research and create a presentation. They will then use this to 
teach the rest of the class about Henry’s wives. 
 
Last week in Science, we looked at herbivores, carnivores and omnivores that live in the African 
Grasslands and how their teeth structure helps to determine which of these groups they belong 
to. The children were given pictures of different animals’ skulls and had to decide which group 
these animals would have belonged to and give reasons why. 
 
In Geography, the children located the Amazon Rainforest and Atacama Desert on a map of 
South America. They then looked at these in more detail and described their key features on a 
table.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we looked at the concept of privacy and what that means for both children 
and adults. The children discussed what privacy means and that it is not always right to keep 
secrets if they relate to being safe. We also talked about a person’s body belonging to them and 
the differences between appropriate and inappropriate or unsafe physical contact. 
 
In PE, we have continued with our field events. The children focused on the elements which 
build each of the events, also known as the ‘event preparation’. Long jump, standing triple jump 
and the overarm distance throw were the three events which the children focused on this week.  
 
In Computing, we continued our journey into the World Wide Web, looking at how websites can 
be shared. 
 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 
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In English, the class have investigated another Greek myth. Perseus and the Gorgon was our 
focus, inspiring the children to create some fantastic pieces of writing. Through the lens of 
modal verbs and relative clauses, the class created a diary entry to detail the journey across the 
sea in a wooden chest, as well as a suspenseful piece as Perseus approached Medusa on an 
island at the edge of the world.   
  
In Computing, Year 5 continued to develop their knowledge of flat-file databases. They 
searched by a variety of fields and answered questions about the new sample they had 
created. From there, we looked at having multiple criteria for each search we create. We 
discussed the differences between using ‘AND’ and ‘OR’ when combining these criteria and 
what that would do to the answers we received.   
  
In Maths this week, the children have been further expanding their knowledge of decimals by 
looking at how to add and subtracts wholes and decimals and how important place holders are 
for this. We also learned how to continue decimal sequences by looking for and applying rules.   
  
In Design and Technology, we continued our unit on fashionable and functional bags. Year 5 
conducted questionnaires for their 'customers' in order to find out their requirements and 
preferences for their bags. The children then worked to brainstorm and refine designs for the 
bags, thinking about what materials they will need  
  
In RE, the children developed their knowledge of the Hindu beliefs of Karma, Samsara, and 
Moksha. We discussed what Hindus believe about the soul, particularly the effect of making 
good or bad choices on their lives.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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As I’m sure you can imagine, it has been a busy week in Year 6. The children have spent the 
week preparing for SATs, which take place next week; therefore, our morning lesson time has 
been dedicated to revising Maths, Reading and GPS objectives (Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling). During our Maths revision sessions, we covered a wide range of objectives through 
which the children practised their fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills. During Reading 
sessions, we have revisited our VIPERS skills and how we use these to answer a variety of 
questions. We have also recapped a large range of GPS objectives.   
  
In addition to these revision sessions, Year 6 have listened carefully to music with different 
tempos during their Music lesson this week. They then discussed how tempo can affect mood 
within a piece of music. In Computing, they also continued to improve their webpages by adding 
links and content.    
  
This week in PE, the children paired up to do some dynamic warm-up exercises before 
spending time developing their athletic techniques. For this session, the children focused on 
standing triple jump, shotput, long jump and overarm throw.  
 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Ways to raise funds for Uplands with ease! 
 
Below are some easy ways to raise extra funds for Uplands without having to do much at all!  
 

Easy Fundraising 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
Uplands Fundraising Community is registered with Amazon Smile! Just go to https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/, look to the top left and select Uplands Fundraising Community to support. 
Then, all you need to do is make your amazing purchases through Amazon Smile and we’ll get 
free money from every purchase you make! Please note that the school CANNOT see your 
purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 
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