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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Summer Term: Issue 01 22 April 2022 

 Welcome back! 
 
I hope you all had an enjoyable and sun-filled Easter break. This term promises to be a busy 
one, with lots of sports events and whole-school events such as Sports Day. These dates will 
be released in good time for parents/carers to make arrangements to attend where necessary, 
and will be in our ‘diary dates’ section on page 2 of each week’s newsletter.  
 
As we start a new term, it is a great opportunity for me to remind parents/carers that the 
newsletter is our regular and most important way of keeping up to date with the previous week’s 
events and upcoming ones too. Our staff take time and pride over creating this weekly 
newsletter, and I strongly recommend that at least one family member looks over the newsletter 
each week. Don’t forget that all newsletters can be found on our website, so you can direct 
family members to the newsletter too.  
 
Wishing you all well for the term ahead, 
 
Mr P Sherwood 
Head Teacher 

COVID-19 / infectious illness updates 
 
Following the national changes to COVID-19 guidance on 01 April, we have updated our key 
documents. The government’s ‘living with COVID-19’ strategy reduces restrictions and 
expectations for testing, isolating and support, and our plans reflect this. A poster of key 
information can be found on page 3 of this newsletter, and our updated COVID-19 documents 
can be located on the COVID-19 page of our website. 

Technology donations: update 
 
Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has been donating to our technology fund via Scopay or 
through fundraising events. Late last term, disaster struck a week before our Year 3/4 Musical 
Extravaganza when the sound system stopped working. After identifying an un-fixable issue, 
we utilised our technology donations pot to purchase a new mixing desk and 4 new speakers, 
which the staff team fitted with only hours to spare until the Y3/4 show! Our huge thanks to 
everyone who makes purchases like this possible—we are truly grateful and it genuinely makes 
a difference. 
 
We still have some money in our technology donations fund, and will keep these reserves for 
additional funding as we move forward. However, we have also had kind donations towards 
other aspects of school (such as reading and our outside area) so we will continue to ring-fence 
funds for these projects. Thank you all for your support. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Wednesday 27.04.2022   Y1/2 homework topic viewing afternoon 

Wednesday 27.04.2022   Sarah Bishop (St Michael’s Church) - Assembly for KS1 

Thursday 28.04.2022   Y1 Class Assembly - parents/carers welcome. Starts at 14:45 

Thursday 28.04.2022   Y5/Y6 BFC football match - home 

Thursday 05.05.2022   Diana Award Anti-Bullying Ambassador Training—info sent 

Thursday 05.05.2022   Y4 Spell-It Challenge—Info sent 

Thursday 05.05.2022   BFC Tennis Tournament—info to follow 

Mon-Weds 09-11.05.   Y5 visit to Magdalen Farm—info sent 

w/c  09.05.2022   Y6 SATs 

Friday 13.05.2022   Y5 visit to Eagle House for Art sessions—info to follow 

w/c 16.05.2022   Y6 trip to PGL Barton Hall—info sent, and final payment is now overdue 

Monday 16.05.2022   HCB Girls’ Cricket Festival (Y3/4) (TBC) 

Thursday 19.05.2022   BFC Tennis Tournament—info to follow 

Thursday 19.05.2022   YR Class Assembly - parents/carers welcome. Starts at 14:45 

Thursday 26.05.2022   Last day of half term (finish normal time) 

Friday 27.05.2022   Inset day (school and nursery closed for staff training) 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to learning time more quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
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Charity and school link: Uplands and Ceda 
 
Earlier this academic year, our pupil School Council approved a new charity to support: Ceda. 
Ceda is a charity that works in Uganda and has set up a school for pupils. Schools in Uganda 
only reopened last month after nearly two years closed, so education support is even more 
important. The pupils have enjoyed beginning the process of building a relationship with the 
pupils in the school in Uganda, and have taken the first step by recording videos to show what 
Uplands is like. Our School Council chose categories and split up into groups to create the 
recordings. They produced the videos themselves, and the videos are absolutely fantastic! Mr 
Sherwood loved watching them and putting them together for the Ceda CEO to take out to 
Uganda (they don’t have internet yet, so they have to be taken on a device and shown to the 
pupils).  
 
At Uplands, we have a Personal Development offer (which can be found on our website); this 
includes supporting local charities, national (UK-wide) charities and also global charities. Ceda 
is our latest global charity to support, and we are delighted with the relationships we are 
building. 

Volunteer Day 
Saturday 07 May 2022, 10:00—16:00 

 
We are once again holding one of our successful volunteer days to help spruce up areas of the 
school. We are welcoming any adult family members (and pupils of Uplands) to come to 
Uplands on Saturday 07 May to help us with some outside jobs. These include: 

 Spreading bark  

 Painting our outside area 

 Painting benches 

 Painting the wall in the car park 

 Digging over beds and digging holes. 
 
If you are able to come, we would love to see you there! Snacks and drinks will be provided but, 
in order to avoid disappointing those with specific dietary needs, we are not able to provide 
lunch.  
 
In addition, we will need additional wheelbarrows and shovels, if you are able to come down! 
Please spread the word and, if you can give up even a few hours of your time, we would be 
hugely grateful. The money we save on paying for tradespeople to do these jobs goes directly 
to purchase resources for the pupils of Uplands, so everything helps.  
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Pride of Bracknell 
 
We had a great time at the Pride of Bracknell Awards, with our school choir performing to open 
the event, and Mrs Deeks won the silver prize for Teacher of the Year! Thank you to everyone 
who put nominations in for individuals and the school. We were also very pleased to see Mr 
Mepham, of the parents at our school, win an award for ‘The John Nike Pride of Bracknell Forest – 
Adult’s Award’. Well done! 
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We have had a great week in Nursery, it has been lovely to see all the children again, as well 
as welcoming some new Summer term starters. We have also welcomed a new Early Years 
Practitioner to our team, Mrs Qadar. She will be working in Nursery on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday mornings. This week, we have been inspired by spring; our playdough table was set up 
with a beautiful blossom transient art. The children used blossom petals, leaves, sticks and 
playdough to create their own blossom trees. The children also enjoyed some tulip 
observational art, using crayons to draw flowers. 
 
In the garden, we gave our bath planter a spring makeover by planting some new fruit and 
vegetable plants. The children helped to mulch the compost, decide where to position each 
plant, and then dug the holes for them. They carefully removed the plants from their pots, being 
mindful of the roots and then planted them into the soil. We are looking forward to observing the 
changes as they grow, and trying the vegetables when they are ready to harvest. The children 
had a lovely surprise on Wednesday afternoon, when we got the chance to cuddle and stroke 
Mr Sherwood’s new chicks. Many of the children had a go at touching them, although some 
were a little unsure and preferred to admire them from afar.  
 
As we go into the summer term, please could we ask that you provide your child with some sun 
cream (name labelled) that you are happy to stay at nursery, thank you. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Reception have had a great first week back, exploring and investigating the changes in our 
class garden. In the garden, the children noticed the bluebells had flowered, the bathtub was 
full of weeds that needed to be removed and the trees were beginning to produce lots of 
leaves.   
 
The interest in the plants encouraged the children to look at the different parts of a plant and 
use a magnifying glass to investigate each part of the plant in detail.  
 
This week in Drawing Club, the children listened to the story of Jack and the Beanstalk and 
focused on the character of the giant, drawing a picture of the giant and thinking of a sentence 
that he might say to Jack, then using their phonic knowledge to write it as a speech bubble. The 
story of Jack and the Beanstalk also offered the opportunity for the children to explore the 
language used in the story and they discussed what the words possession, poor and 
disobedient meant, as well as thinking of different adjectives to describe the size of the giant. 
   
In Maths, the children worked on their quick recall of number facts to 5, where they explored the 
relationship between the number bonds for 5 when adding and subtracting. The children also 
practised counting aloud to 20 and back and adding in the missing number in a sequence.  
 
This week’s phonics lessons have focused on revising the phonemes ‘ch’, ‘sh’, and ‘th’ and the 
tricky word ‘they’. The children are really becoming fluent at recognising and applying the 
phonemes they have been taught when reading and spelling short sentences. We have also 
been impressed with how well the children are blending when reading their Bug Club decodable 
books.  
 
On Wednesday afternoon, Reception had a fantastic time meeting Mr Sherwood’s new chicks, 
Ginger and Saffron. The children behaved beautifully, listening carefully to Mr Sherwood’s 
information about the chicks and being careful when holding them.  
 
Towards the end of the week, Miss Stokes helped the children to plant some of the beans we 
had harvested from last year's bean plants; some of the beans were put into zip lock bags, with 
a wet paper towel, and some were planted in a small pot of soil and then watered. We are 
wondering what might happen next to our beans and are looking forward to observing the 
changes over the next few weeks!   

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What a sunny start to the Summer Term! We have really enjoyed the weather as well as 
catching up with each other after the Easter break. Of course, we have also been busy learning 
too.  

In English, we have begun sharing ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson. This 
week, we have focused on active listening and reading comprehension skills using VIPERS. On 
Tuesday, we made predictions. On Wednesday, we were story detectives looking for clues to 
infer the characters’ feelings, On Thursday, we explained why the scouts in the third chapter 
had said ‘Dark is Fun’. We have also practised summarising the story so far. These are great 
skills to keep developing at home using your Book Bingo book, library book or own stories.   

In Phonics, we have revised all the different graphemes for the ‘ee’ phoneme including ee, ea, e 
-e, ie, y and ey. We have allocated new Bug Club books to help you continue this learning at 
home and have set new spellings including words with the ‘ea’ grapheme.

In our Maths, we recapped the language of addition (add, plus, altogether, more, total, sum) 
and revisited the different strategies we have learnt for addition. We counted on from the bigger 
number using practical resources, number lines and 100 squares. We talked about how number 
bonds and place value can be helpful and used the ‘make 10’ strategy for adding; for example, 
changing 9+7 into 10+6. We also looked at patterns when adding 10 (or 11) to a number.   

In Computing, we learnt about sorting and grouping. We found that it was easy for us to label a 
group of objects and to sort objects into groups using labels. For example, we can easily sort 
green and brown things into different groups, coping with different shades and making 
decisions about what to do when objects are both colours. We can also decide quickly if a 
picture fits into the group ‘cat’ even when the cats shown are very different. We discussed that 
computers cannot think for themselves in the same way and so the information we program 
them with is very important.  

In Geography, we began studying Australia. This week, we remembered where in the world we 
are and then compared this with where Australia is. We looked at the relative sizes of our 
countries and at the surrounding oceans. We worked together on the challenging task of 
creating our own world maps. Maybe you would like to keep sharing maps together outside 
school. These could be digital maps such as Google Maps or paper maps including those at 
visitor attractions.   

Our new Science topic is animals. This week, we loved seeing Mr Sherwood’s chickens. Next 
week, we are excited to see the children’s homework projects. These are due in on Wednesday 
27

th
 April and you are invited into the classroom at 15:00 to view their amazing work.   

What have we been learning in Year 1?
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

In Maths, Year 2 have been looking at position and direction. We have discussed what these 
words mean and how we can use them to describe movement. We have also incorporated our 
knowledge of fractions that we learnt last term to describe turns as quarter and half turns. Once 
we practised this in class, we then moved to the trim trail and worked in partners to direct each 
other safely from one end of the area to the other.  
 
In English, we discussed our Easter holidays and how we spent them. We then created diary 
entries describing the events of our break from school, making sure that we were recording 
them in chronological order. Later in the week, we look at the character of Miss Trunchbull and 
how she is described within Roald Dahl’s ‘Matilda’. We discussed the metaphors, similes and 
alliteration that Dahl used and try to explain why he described her in such a way. We then wrote 
our own character descriptions of Miss Trunchbull, being sure to include some of the 
techniques we had seen in ‘Matilda’. 
 
In Art and Design, we reminded ourselves of how to use sketching pencils, and how using them 
in different ways created different effects on the paper. We began by exploring using the pencil 
in different ways, then we started labelling the techniques we were using; for example, 
graduated shading, stippling and circulism. We then chose our favourite technique to practise 
further and discussed what situations we would likely use them in.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we have all been looking at our families. We started this topic by discussing 
how all families are different and that is okay. We then asked ourselves why we needed a 
family and what they do for us, where we were able to identify that families protect us, love us, 
care for us and provide for us. We drew pictures of our families and shared with our class who 
they were and how the show how they love/care for/protect us. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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On Tuesday, the Year 3 children were Anglo-Saxons for the day! In the morning, we gained an 
understanding of the lives lived by those in Britain in the year 878 AD through practical activities 
and role play. The children spent the morning exploring different work stations including 
weaving, candle making and metal cast making. After lunch, we travelled forward to the present 
day! We found ourselves in the same location, working as archaeologists in trenches. The 
children used their brushes to carefully remove the soil and discovered many artefacts. They 
worked in groups to find out the material and purpose of each object and recorded the 
coordinates of their findings.  
 
In English, we recapped the importance of varying our noun choices to avoid repetition and 
interest the reader. After researching the characteristics of four different creatures from Harry 
Potter, the children created their own fantastical beasts. They gave their beasts a name and 
used exciting noun phrases to describe their appearance, behaviour, diet and habitat. Our new 
class novel is ‘Stuart Little’ and we have enjoyed sharing the story together outside in the 
gazebo now that the weather is warmer. 
 
In Maths this week, we continued our learning on Fractions by focusing on making a whole. The 
children know that when a fraction is equivalent to a whole, the numerator and denominator are 
the same. We moved on to finding and counting in tenths, recognising that tenths arise from 
dividing one whole into ten equal parts.  
 
In Science, we named and sequenced the main stages of a flowering plant’s life cycle. We also 
had the pleasure of meeting Mr Sherwood’s newest chicks. The children asked some great 
scientific questions.  
 
In Computing, we started our new unit on Connecting Computers. We learnt that digital devices 
accept inputs, produce outputs and follow a process. The children used their understanding of 
inputs and outputs to invent their own digital device.  
 
In Art and Design, the children were introduced to Andy Goldsworthy, a transient artist and 
environmentalist who creates nature-based sculptures. We considered how he has influenced 
people’s perceptions of sculptures.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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It was great to have the children back and refreshed, and hear all about the fun activities they 
completed during the Easter holidays.  
 
This week in Maths, we have continued our unit on Decimals. The children were able to make a 
whole from any number of tenths and hundredths. We recapped how to write both fractions and 
decimals of a number. The children used their knowledge to complete part whole models. We 
then moved on to making numbers with up to two decimals places. The children were given 
some place values grids and they had to use these to write out the decimals. They were then 
challenged with some reasoning and problem solving questions. They had to work out if the 
person was correct or incorrect and explain their reasons. We finished off the week comparing 
numbers with decimals with up to two decimal places.  
 
In English this term, we will be learning all about the Tudors. We started off the unit by 
researching what life was like during the Tudor period for rich and poor people. We used our 
research to plan a diary entry of someone living during this time.  
 
This week in Computing, the children were able to describe how networks physically connect to 
other networks. They enjoyed completing lots of role play and acting as different networks, 
switches and routers.  
 
In Design and Technology, we started our topic on South American cuisine. The children 
explored traditional food eaten in South American countries and discussed the influences of 
South American climate and culture on food and drink.  
 
In PE, we have started our new topic - athletics. This half term, we are going to be looking at a 
variety of both track and field events. This week, our two events were the long jump and the 
60m sprint. We looked into the technique for completing both events and how we can self-
evaluate our own performance to achieve our personal best.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English this week, we started to immerse ourselves in the world of Greek Mythology. The 
children did some research about the Greek gods and stories before focusing on three 
particular myths. We read the stories of Daedalus and Icarus, the Twelve Labours of Heracles 
and Pandora’s Box. The class really enjoyed hearing about these fascinating stories, choosing 
their favourite to re-tell in comic strip or poster form.  
 
In Maths, we recapped our decimal work from last term, swiftly moving on to tackle the rounding 
of decimals and moving between decimals, fractions and percentages. The children have a 
fantastic grasp of this content and were able to confidently answer a wide range of reasoning 
questions.  
 
In History, in a brilliant companion for our English unit, we started looking at the Ancient Greek 
Civilisation. We learned about some of the key events that marked big changes for ancient 
Greece, including their eventual demise.  
 
In R.E, we talked about consequences. The class discussed how every action has a reaction 
and how some things we do could contribute to subsequent events. The children then identified 
something they had done or experienced and some of the consequences that came from that.  
 
In Computing, we began to develop our understanding of databases. The children became 
familiar with records, fields and the different ways they can sort and organise their information. 
We created our own databases with a variety of animals and the class asked each other 
questions, requiring the sorting and searching of their paper-based databases.   
 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Welcome back. We have dived straight back into lots of hard work this week, but fortunately, 
the children have come back refreshed and ready to learn.   
  
In Maths, we completed our unit on ratio and proportion and then moved on to statistics. We 
focused on reading and interpreting line graphs, before drawing our own from given data. We 
then solved problems related to this knowledge.   
  
We have focused a lot on English this week, specifically reading, grammar and spelling: 
recapping spelling rules for adding suffixes and answering questions based on a text. We also 
recapped passive vs active and formal vs informal. For our writing this week, we have planned, 
written and edited a ‘Ship’s Log’.   
  
In our Art and Design lesson, we completed our unit on architecture by designing our own 
house – drawing floor plans and then a 3D sketch of the outside of the building and in French, 
the final presentations were given.   
  
During PE, we started to go over some of our outdoor athletics events. This week, the children 
revisited long jump and sprint and for Computing this week, the children continued with their 
new unit of work in Computing and began to create their own website page. 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Ways to raise funds for Uplands with ease! 
 
Below are some easy ways to raise extra funds for Uplands without having to do much at all!  
 

Easy Fundraising 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
Uplands Fundraising Community is registered with Amazon Smile! Just go to https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/, look to the top left and select Uplands Fundraising Community to support. 
Then, all you need to do is make your amazing purchases through Amazon Smile and we’ll get 
free money from every purchase you make! Please note that the school CANNOT see your 
purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
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