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 UFC Spring Disco!  
 
Our UFC Spring Disco can now be booked online! More details will follow in an upcoming 
newsletter, but we would like to remind some families that they had previously purchased 
tickets for the disco which was cancelled at the beginning of the pandemic, so any tickets 
purchased for that disco have been transferred to this new one. We look forward to seeing you 
all at our very popular disco!  
 

REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
We are still seeking kind parent/carer volunteers to help with our discos (particularly the Key 
Stage 1 disco). If you are available to help, please contact our Vice-Chairs of UFC (Tracey and 
Lucy) via email at ufc@uplandsberkshire.org.  
 
Thank you to all the people that have already volunteered, and please remember to purchase 
tickets online via Scopay (SUM22 UFC Easter Disco). 

Policy updates 
 
Following reviews from staff, pupils (via School Council) and parents/carers (via Parent and 
Carer Council), our Governing Board have approved our updated Anti-Bullying Policy and 
Behaviour Policies (nursery and main school). There are no major changes to our current 
practice. All policies can be located on the Uplands website, in the Policies section. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 19.04.2022   Back to school 

Tuesday 19.04.2022   Year 3 History Off The Page day - info sent 

Thursday 21.04.2022   Y5/Y6 BFC football match - home 

Friday 22.04.2022   Nursery disco—info sent (in afternoon during nursery) 

Friday 22.04.2022   UFC Spring discos: YR & KS1; KS2 

Wednesday 27.04.2022   Y1/2 homework topic viewing afternoon 

Wednesday 27.04.2022   Sarah Bishop (St Michael’s Church) - Assembly for KS1 

Thursday 28.04.2022   Y1 Class Assembly - parents/carers welcome 14:45 

Thursday 28.04.2022   Y5/Y6 BFC football match - home 

Mon-Weds 09-11.05.   Y5 visit to Magdalen Farm - info sent 

w/c  09.05.2022   Y6 SATs 

w/c 16.05.2022   Y6 trip to PGL Barton Hall—info sent, and final payment is due 03 April 

Thursday 26.05.2022   Last day of half term (finish normal time) 

Friday 27.05.2022   Inset day (school and nursery closed for staff training) 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
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Charity and school link: Uplands and Ceda 
 
Earlier this academic year, our pupil School Council approved a new charity to support: Ceda. 
Ceda is a charity that works in Uganda and has set up a school for pupils. Schools in Uganda 
only reopened last month after nearly two years closed, so education support is even more 
important. The pupils have enjoyed beginning the process of building a relationship with the 
pupils in the school in Uganda, and have taken the first step by recording videos to show what 
Uplands is like. Our School Council chose categories and split up into groups to create the 
recordings. They produced the videos themselves, and the videos are absolutely fantastic! Mr 
Sherwood loved watching them and putting them together for the Ceda CEO to take out to 
Uganda (they don’t have internet yet, so they have to be taken on a device and shown to the 
pupils).  
 
At Uplands, we have a Personal Development offer (which can be found on our website); this 
includes supporting local charities, national (UK-wide) charities and also global charities. Ceda 
is our latest global charity to support, and we are delighted with the relationships we are 
building. 

MP James Sunderland visits Uplands 
 
On Friday 25 March 2022, our Bracknell MP, Mr James Sunderland, visited Uplands, along with 
his colleague Gerry and one of our previous Chairs of Governing Board, Mrs Diana Pidgeon 
OBE. Mr Sherwood gave the guests a tour of the school, and then Mr Sunderland met our Year 
6 School Council representatives, who asked Mr Sunderland questions that had been 
suggested by pupils from across the school. These questions included: 

 Do you have any major plans for Bracknell Forest as a whole? 

 Are there any big topics you are talking about in parliament currently? 

 What are parliament and government doing to help with global warming/climate change and 
deforestation? 

 Is Bracknell Forest planning to go plastic free at any point? 

 Are there any COVID-19 rules that are anticipated to come back? 

 What kind of decisions do you get to make as an MP? 

 What do you like the most about your job? And, what do you least like about your job? 
 
Our thanks to Mr Sunderland and Mrs Pidgeon for taking the time to visit Uplands. 
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Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. For a child who has one of the main 3 symptoms of COVID-19, guidance is that the 
child should get a PCR test.  
 
For other illnesses, a child should not attend if they are too unwell to manage in school, or there 
is a concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or stomach bugs (including vomiting 
and diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after the last instance of illness. 
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at 
Uplands. 

Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian), asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children.  
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Reading Update 
 

It has been an extremely busy and productive term and we have been delighted by the 
progress we have already made on our various reading projects this year. We wanted to share 
some reading highlights with you. 
 
Sharing stories together 
In our recent parent and carer meetings, it was lovely to hear how families are supporting their 
children in reading. Sharing and enjoying high-quality stories together really is the best way to 
help your child to progress. We have a lot of resources and tips in the English section of our 
website that you may find useful regarding reading at home. Most importantly, our door is 
always open so never hesitate to ask for support or guidance if you need it. 

Parent and Carer Workshops 
It was wonderful to receive such positive feedback from our recent Parent and Carer 
workshops. Sessions on reading, phonics and grammar for different ages were planned and run 
by staff and we were delighted that these were so well-attended. All of the resources from these 
sessions are available in the Parent and Carer workshop section of our website.  
 
Outside Classroom reading and performing area 
We are currently working hard to explore grants and fundraising options to continue to refurbish 
our outside classroom. This space, which includes a stage area, is already a fantastic resource 
for us when exploring the performance aspect of reading. We are excitedly planning further 
ways to improve, decorate and resource this area for our children to perform plays and poetry. 
We also plan to include a quiet reading corner that children can use at break times. 
 
Reading Survey Results 
We have been delighted to see the impact our work on reading for pleasure is having on our 
pupils. We surveyed our children at the beginning of 2019 and found that 73% of them enjoyed 
reading and 78% considered reading to be important. When we surveyed our children this term, 
91% of them said that they enjoyed reading and 94% felt that reading was important. Of course, 
we are continuing to strive to achieve 100% in both of these areas and are always considering 
ways to further support and challenge all of our readers. 
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Reading Update (continued) 
 

Reading Ambassadors 
Our amazing reading ambassadors have continued to busily plan and run reading activities 
each week. From book swap sessions to reading stories aloud in the library to helping children 
choose their next book, our ambassadors are always driving reading forwards. Particular 
highlights this term include creating a reading treasure hunt for all classes on World Book Day 
and independently planning and running a reading assembly for the school. 
 
Short Story Competition 
We were absolutely thrilled to see that our recent competition had inspired lots of our children 
from all age group (and even a few of our parents and carers) to get creative and write their 
own short story. Our judges will enjoy reading all of the entries, and winners will be announced 
during the week commencing 25

th
 April. Thank you to all who entered: the standard has been 

exceptionally high! 
 
Our Reading Projects 
As ever, we feel extremely lucky to have received so much support from our families. Generous 
donations during Bookfest, as well as support for our second-hand book sales, have meant that 
we have been able to purchase fantastic new reading resources for our children. We have been 
delighted to be able to introduce an extra set of exciting wordless books for our Nursery 
children to enjoy at home, as well as even more high-quality, ambitious and diverse titles to add 
to our very successful home reading and sharing books across the school. These include 
'Bedtime Bear' books in Reception and 'Reading Challenge' books from Years 1 - 6. We have 
also been able to continue expanding our selection of age-appropriate non-fiction books for a 
range of topics across the curriculum. 
 
Parents and carers have also supported us by giving up their time to do extra one to one and 
group reading with pupils, which enables us to further enhance our excellent reading provision. 
We were also delighted to receive beautiful hand-decorated cushions from several parents for 
our reading areas at school. We really do appreciate the time, effort and energy that our 
families give up to support us with our projects – it makes a huge difference. 
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Reading Challenge success! 
 
This reading superstar has not only finished all of the books in the Year 3 reading challenge, 
but has now completed the extension reading challenge as well! He is currently working his way 
through a brand-new set of challenges and enjoying reviewing and recommending books to 
others. 
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 11 and 12 
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Topsy Turvy Day! 
 
We all had a great time during Topsy Turvy Day! Thank you to everyone who sponsored the 
event and donated. For those that haven’t yet, you can still donate by using the Scopay event 
SPR22 E TOPSY TURVY DAY. 
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It has been so lovely to welcome parents and carers into Nursery this week for our stay and 
play sessions. The children have absolutely loved having you in and showing you what they 
enjoy doing with us. We hope it gave you a useful insight into how your children spend their 
day, as well as seeing first hand how happy and settled they are. Our children have been really 
interested in the mud kitchen recently; so we set up a nature cupcakes activity. The children 
used various petals, mud and water to make cupcakes; this then led to lots of imaginative play 
around birthday parties. This week, the children enjoyed some Easter crafts, and created 
pictures independently from different resources. We also learnt about the Easter story to help 
the children understand why Christians celebrate Easter.  
 
As the children have become more confident with hearing the initial sounds in words, we 
introduced wooden letters into the outside writing area for them to explore. Many of children 
decided to spell their names and independently went to get their name cards to help them find 
the right letters. We are working on helping the children to be able to form some letters 
correctly. So we gave the children a chance to mark make in shaving form, by using their 
fingers to write the letters in their names. They have also used chalks to write letters and draw 
shapes on the pavements around Nursery.  
 
We hope you have a lovely Easter holiday and look forward to welcoming our children back 
after the break. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception have been learning about new beginnings. We listened to the story of the 
Ugly Duckling and discussed that many animals have their young in the springtime. This fed 
into our RE lessons which focused on new life and the Christian festival of Easter. The children 
enjoyed watching the CBeebies clip about Celebrating Easter and discovered why we have 
chocolate eggs and hot cross buns. In Drawing Club, the children drew Easter pictures and 
wrote a sentence about them using the information they had learnt during their RE lessons.  
 
In Phonics, the children applied their phonic knowledge to read and spell Easter-themed words 
and practised all the tricky words they’ve been taught so far. 
  
The highlight of the week was our class trip to Bocketts Farm. Despite the freezing cold snowy 
weather, the children had a fantastic day enjoying lots of different activities, starting with a 
tractor ride around the farm, spying the different farm animals and learning what the male, 
female, and their young are called. After the tractor ride, the children met Vanilla the spotted 
horse, followed by a visit to the petting barn, where they handled some guinea pigs and stroked 
a giant rabbit and a cockerel called Milo. We then visited the big barn and saw the newborn 
lambs and their mothers. Whilst visiting the big barn, the children had fun feeding the sheep 
and some alpacas too. Some of the other animals we saw were some grey donkeys, pot-bellied 
pigs and goats. After lunch, the children cheered on the pigs during the pig race where the 
yellow spot pig called won. Finally, there was just about enough time to play in the park and 
race around the indoor tractor track before going back to school. The class were fantastic 
throughout the day and our farmer guide, Casey, said we were a great class to look after.  
 
It was the Blue Bus group’s last Outdoor Adventure session this week and it has been 
wonderful to see how far they have developed their independence and confidence since 
January. The children enjoyed listening to the birdsong and watching and identifying the 
different birds and were fascinated when soon after one of the children had unearthed an 
earthworm, a robin swooped down and flew off with the worm, much to the children's surprise. 
As part of the session, the children used the drill to make holes in pine and threaded string 
through to create medallions.   
 
During child-initiated learning, the children continued to follow their interests. One of the 
highlights was when they experimented with mixing sand and water and testing what would 
happen to the small world animals when they are put on top of the mixture; very quickly they 
realised that the sand acted like cement and the animals were stuck fast. The children also 
made crosses out of sticks and string, painted Easter pictures and made Easter cards for their 
family and friends.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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It has been really positive to see so many parents and carers this week and to have the chance 
share our classroom and your child’s work with you. As many of you will have seen, we finished 
our English unit by writing a letter back to the grumpy crayons from our story. We worked hard 
to use punctuation correctly, including full stops, exclamation marks and question marks. We 
remembered that we can only use a question mark if we are writing a question and not just 
because we think it looks fancy! In addition, the children have been given time to choose their 
own English activities including Bug Club Phonics games, handwriting activities, making their 
own book or looking at books with their friends. We strongly encourage the children to keep 
reading, writing and using Bug Club over Easter and look forward to hearing about this in the 
new term.  
  
In Maths, we assessed all the children’s learning over the term to celebrate their successes and 
spot any areas for more support. We were impressed by how confident most children are when 
skip counting in 2s, 5s and 10s or when using their number bonds to 10. We have also had fun 
using our maths skills to solve a maths mystery and to create our own board games.  
  
In Science, we went outside to look for signs of spring and made observations using our senses 
of sight, touch, smell and hearing. At the end of the week, we made Easter cakes so the 
children could use their sense of taste too!   
  
In Computing, we finished our unit on digital writing. We have now practised using the keyboard 
and toolbar to enter and change text. We compared writing on a screen to writing on paper and 
decided that there are both challenges and things we like about each method.   
  
In Design and Technology, we evaluated our windchimes. We are really proud of our work and 
with our resilience learning to tie knots! We hope you are impressed and enjoying having your 
windchime at home. We are also proud of our self portraits which are currently on display in 
school.   
  
Finally, we concluded the week with learning more about Easter. We made Easter cards and 
found out more about the Christian meaning of Easter. We wish you a lovely spring break.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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This week, Year 2 have been completing mock end of Key Stage assessments to help the class 
feel prepared and understand what to do when the time comes. Each one of the children has 
worked so hard on all of their assessments, and each member of the class should be very 
proud of themselves. We have completed 2 Maths papers, 1 GPS paper and a Reading paper. 
We have been so impressed at how seriously the pupils have taken the papers. For all their 
hard work, the children definitely earned a reward on Friday, Topsy Turvy Day. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, the children used their plans to produce engaging leaflets to inform people 
of ways that they can help to save the Amazon rainforest from deforestation. Shopping 
sustainably by checking packaging for the FSC logo, donating to a charity that helps to plant 
trees and turning off lights to reduce the demand for fossil fuels and therefore reducing mining 
in the Amazon were just some of the great recommendations the children made. They used 
attention-grabbing titles, images and persuasive language features to make their leaflets 
appealing as well as headings and subheadings to organise information effectively.  
 
In Maths, we continued our learning on Fractions. We revised our understanding of unit and 
non-unit fractions, with unit fractions having a numerator of 1 and non-unit fractions having a 
numerator greater than 1. We also made explicit links between the equivalence of one half and 
two quarters of the same whole, using visual representation to recognise that these are the 
same. Using their knowledge of halves, thirds and quarters, the children were also counting in 
fractions from any number up to 10.  
 
In Science, we learnt all about the functions of a plant’s stem. The children set up their own 
investigation by placing celery in red and blue food colouring to see if it travelled up the stem. 
The children waited in anticipation for two days and were incredibly excited to dissect and 
inspect their celery. Through very careful observations, we noticed that the colours were 
contained within the xylem, which are columns of reinforced hollow cells that transport the 
water. The children understand that water has to be transported to all parts of the plant for the 
plant to survive. We consolidated our learning from this half term by making informational 
posters, explaining why plants need leaves, roots and a stem. The children used annotated 
diagrams to explain the functions of each feature and explained how they had learnt this, by 
summarising the findings of our different investigations.  
 
In Computing, we finished our learning on Branching Databases by comparing the information 
shown in a pictogram with a branching database. We looked at a variety of different data and 
the children had to decide if they would need to use a pictogram or a branching database to 
present the information. The children were then given two different sets of data and used 
J2Data to choose how to present each piece in the most appropriate way. We then transferred 
our understanding of branching databases over to Scratch to help us understand how the 
‘Chatbot’ function uses a tree structure and questions with yes or no answers to choose the 
character’s response.  
 
On Tuesday afternoon, the children enjoyed performing their Musical Extravaganza to the rest 
of the school. They blew us away with another amazing performance! Well done to Year 3 and 
4 for all of their fantastic work on the Musical Extravaganza this half term.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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In Maths, the children finished off their unit on decimals. They understand that when dividing by 
10, the number is being split into ten equal parts and is ten times smaller. The children used a 
place value chart to see how 2-digit numbers move when dividing by 10. We then moved on to 
exploring hundredths, and they arise from dividing one whole into one hundred equal parts. 
They used a hundred square to help recognise the relationship between one hundredth and 
0.01. The children are able to identify that the hundredths column is to the right of the decimal 
point and the tenths column. They all worked extremely hard on their end-of-term tests and we 
are very proud of them. 
 
In English, we have completed a few GPS quizzes on different areas, including Standard 
English and noun phrases. 
 
In History, we finished off the unit with a debate focusing on whether the invasion of Britain by 
the Romans was beneficial for Britain or not. The children used their pros and cons from last 
lesson to help build their argument and used evidence to support their points.  
 
We completed an RE day, where the children were learning about how Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection teaches Christians about forgiveness. This was all based around forgiveness. Their 
key question was ‘Is forgiveness always possible for Christians?’. The children started off by 
working in groups to think of scenarios they have experienced. They then thought about 
whether the person should be forgiven for what they did, how hard would it be to forgive them 
and if you would be able to forgive someone if they did the same thing again? They then moved 
on to reading and discussing biblical texts that show the Christian understanding of forgiveness. 
The children undertook some excellent discussions within their groups. They finished off the 
day writing and performing a haiku about forgiveness.  
 
We have had a great term and all the children have worked extremely hard. If you have a spare 
minute during the break, any extra little times table practice that you can do with your child at 
home would be really beneficial. We hope you all have a wonderful and restful Easter break.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English this week, we finally concluded our Agatha Christie mystery and discovered the true 
identity of the culprit that we have been investigating all half term! The children have loved 
being amateur sleuths, and the detailed level of theories discussed in class over the past weeks 
has been quite amazing! In our English lessons, the children were writing and editing their own 
mystery stories, using the conventions of the genre to ensure they excited and intrigued their 
reader. We looked in detail at how authors such as Christie weave dialogue, description and 
action together to make their writing engaging and to drive the story forwards. We have loved 
reading all of the wonderful detective stories and seeing how much thought has gone into all of 
them. 
 
In Maths, we continued our work on decimals and did some consolidation work before our end-
of-term assessments. The children worked incredibly hard and showed their mettle, attempting 
some particularly challenging reasoning questions with real determination.  
 
In Computing, the class finished their remote working projects, completing their PowerPoints on 
various zoo animals. They then, group by group, went off to the green room and joined the 
class in a Teams meeting to present their work. They shared their screens and spoke clearly 
and confidently, experiencing something much of the world has been working with much more 
over the last few years. They were absolutely brilliant and really enjoyed the experience.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children conducted product research into different kinds of bags 
in preparation for making their own next half term. We thought carefully about both the 
fashionable and functional elements of the different bags and discussed the importance of 
matching these carefully to what your particular customer needs and wants. The children then 
created their own questionnaires which they will use after half term to interview their own 
'customer' in order to design and make them a bespoke bag. 
 
We’ve had a brilliant, action-packed term and are looking forward to coming back fresh in the 
Summer term for lots more fun learning in Year 5! Have a great Easter break.  
 
Year 5 Guest Writers – Ollie and Manminder 
In Maths, we’ve been doing fractions and decimals. We have been turning fractions into 
decimals. We feel very good on fractions and decimals and have slightly touched on 
percentages. 
 
In DT, we have been learning sewing techniques and have been looking at different bags. We 
are very excited to make bags next term.  
 
In English, we have enjoyed learning about Hercules Poirot. We have been writing newspapers 
about the mystery we have watched and that inspired us to create our own mystery stories. 
Everyone was also intrigued to find out who the murderer was and it was not very predictable! 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It doesn’t seem possible that Spring term is over. We have all been so impressed with how hard 
your children have worked this term; they all deserve a well-earned rest over the Easter 
holidays! The term concluded with the children enjoying their ‘Topsy Turvy’ day, which included 
children testing the teachers, snacks during lesson time and other activities!  
  
This week, the children have continued to learn about ratio in their maths lessons. The children 
learned how to calculate with ratio and how to use this knowledge to proportionately increase 
and decrease the size of a shape. For the final part of the week, we solved an array of 
problems involving ratio and proportion.   
  
During English this week, the children revisited their understanding of how to use semi-colons 
correctly and used this knowledge to write sentences based on our stimulus clip, Eye of the 
Storm. They then analysed a model text which used flashback to enhance the background of 
the main character, before planning and writing their own flashback. We also went over the 
GPS paper that we completed last week, in detail.   
  
The children continued their new unit of work in Computing and began to plan their own website 
page and in Art and Design; the children looked more closely at architectural drawings before 
completing sketches based on one of the buildings of Frank Lloyd Wright. The final touches 
were also added to their French projects ready to share with their peers.    
  
The children have already completed their current unit in PE and so they were allowed to 
choose their own activity for this week. After a child-led warm up, and some class discussion, 
they decided to arrange a mixed team football match on the field, a basketball area where they 
could practise their skills or play 2 v 2 and a hockey activity.   
  
The Y6 team all wish you a very happy Easter!  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Bikes, scooters etc. on site 
 
Please dismount anything like a bike, scooter or trike when you enter the premises (the main 
drive or the back gate) and walk up the drive / through the premises. This is to ensure there are 
no accidents and everyone is safe on the site. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Recommended Reads for Parents and Carers 
 
At Uplands, we feel very lucky and proud to have a thriving and supportive reading community. 
Over the past two years, we have shared lists of recommended reads for adults as well as 
children. We have received some lovely feedback that parents and carers have enjoyed books 
that we have recommended. 
 
We are currently collating another set of great books from recommendations from our staff and 
governors. If you have a particular book that you have enjoyed recently, or a timeless classic 
that you would love to share, please let us know about it so that we can add it to our list! (No 
particular genre, book type or level of challenge - just something you have enjoyed!) You can 
share your suggestion by emailing the book title and author (and ideally a sentence or two to 
say why you enjoyed it) to office@uplandsberkshire.org     
 
The previous lists of recommended reads for adults can be found on our website in the 
Bookfest section here: Bookfest - A Celebration of Reading - Uplands Primary School and 
Nursery (uplandsberkshire.org)  
 

Recommended reads: 
If you are looking for recommendations of high-quality books appropriate for your child’s age, 
the following website may be helpful to you. You can choose any year group from early years 
up to Year 6 and you will find a comprehensive list of excellent books specifically chosen for 
pupils of this age. 
Booklists by Age | booksfortopics 
 
We caught up with a few of our pupils to find out what books they have been enjoying: 

 I like the Harry Potter books by JK Rowling. Harry is my favourite character. - James,  Y2 

 I loved ‘The English Roses’ by Madonna - Esmina, YR 

 There are some children’s books about Wonder Woman and we love them! - Sophie and 
Myah, Y2 

 I love the ‘Keeper of the Lost City’ books by Shannon Messenger -  Payton, Y6 

 ‘The Boy at the back of the Classroom’ by Onjali Q. Rauf is the best book I have ever 
read! - Jessie, Y6 

 We have been really enjoying ‘The House of Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson and 
‘Ghost’ by Jason Reynolds in Year 6,’ - Amber, Y6 

 The ‘Geek Girl’ books by Holly Smale really make me laugh! - Grace, Y6 

 ‘The Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho Yen is a really exciting read - Mariam, Y6 

 A book I have really enjoyed recently is ‘The 1,000 year old boy’ by Ross Welford - Ella, 
Y6 

 I am loving ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins - Eddie, Y5 

 I am very stuck into ‘Bad Dad’ by David Walliams - Will, Y5 
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Ways to raise funds for Uplands with ease! 
 
Below are some easy ways to raise extra funds for Uplands without having to do much at all!  
 

Easy Fundraising 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
Uplands Fundraising Community is registered with Amazon Smile! Just go to https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/, look to the top left and select Uplands Fundraising Community to support. 
Then, all you need to do is make your amazing purchases through Amazon Smile and we’ll get 
free money from every purchase you make! Please note that the school CANNOT see your 
purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
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Spotlight on… oracy at Uplands 
 
What is oracy? 
Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with others through 
spoken language. In school, oracy is a powerful tool for learning; by teaching students to 
become more effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to better understand 
themselves, each other and the world around them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is oracy important? 

 It increases confidence, empowering students with the belief that their voice has value, 
developing the ability to articulate thoughts so others will listen. It enables children who 
are worried, shy or quiet to ‘come out of their shells’; clear expectations, scaffolding and 
modelling of talk allow all children to succeed, not just those who were confident talkers to 
begin with.  

 It improves academic outcomes, developing learners who can think critically, 
reason together and have the vocabulary to express their knowledge and understanding. 
There is a wealth of evidence that oracy impacts students’ academic outcomes across 
ages and subject areas. 

 It fosters wellbeing, supporting students to build successful relationships, talk through 
issues, express feelings and resolve conflict. Wellbeing is supported by talk, whether 
that’s talking through a problem with a friend, or using talk to build strong relationships in 
the first place. 

 It equips students to thrive in life beyond school, helping them to progress, access 
employment and engage in civic life. Discussion and debate are central to adult life, and 
the oracy skills needed to discuss complex or emotive issues with honesty and 
compassion are crucial.  

 It promotes social equity leading to a fairer society where everyone, regardless of 
background, finds their voice for success in school and in life. 

 
How do we teach and promote oracy at Uplands? 
Oracy has always been a key part of our lessons at Uplands, and the use of talking partners 
and group work have been a longstanding aspect of our teaching and learning. However, in 
recent years, we have worked in partnership with the Voice 21 project to focus on how we 
explicitly teach oracy skills in our school. 
 
Teachers plan discrete learning opportunities in English lessons that devote time to discussing 
and practising oracy skills. These are then consolidated by lessons and activities which allow 
children to use speaking and listening skills throughout all subjects. Pupils are taught about 
different ‘kinds of talk’ for different purposes and audiences and encouraged to use a range of 
oracy roles in their discussions. 
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Spotlight on… oracy at Uplands (cont.) 
 
The Voice 21 Oracy Framework 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our pupils progress and move through the school, we build up their understanding of oracy 
skills through age-appropriate reference to the above framework. Lessons are carefully tailored 
to each age range and those pupils who are more or less able in this area are challenged and 
supported accordingly.  
 
This year, we held our first ‘Oracy Day’ in September. This entailed a day of fun activities in all 
classes to highlight and practise particular oracy skills. Each class also created their own 
bespoke ‘discussion guidelines’ for the year to consider how these skills could be applied 
across all lessons.  
 
We also began holding oracy assemblies, in which interesting discussion topics and fun verbal 
games are used so that all pupils are active participants of the assembly.  
 
We celebrate a weekly oracy champ for each class in our Celebration Assemblies. This aims to 
continue to promote and raise the profile of oracy and recognises a child who has worked 
particularly hard on their speaking and listening skills that week.  
 
Each class from Year 1 to Year 6 sets a homework project once during the year. We have 
ensured there is an oracy focus to these this year so that our pupils gain experience in 
presenting on a subject of interest to them in a supportive environment. 
 
Oracy forms a key part of our pupil voice at Uplands. Children wishing to hold positions of 
responsibility such as House Captain or Reading Ambassador are supported to write and 
present a speech. We know that some children are understandably nervous about public 
speaking, and we are passionate as a school about identifying and nurturing these children in 
developing their confidence as they move through the school. 
 
Our vision for oracy 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery envisions a learning environment in which every child 
believes in themself and their voice and is confident that their ideas are worth being shared and 
heard. They aim to create a buzz in every classroom, reflecting children’s increased 
engagement in their learning and understanding about the world around them. 
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