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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Spring Term: Issue 10 25 March 2022 

 Parents’/Carers’ Evening: 29 and 30 March 
 
As highlighted last week, our Parents’/Carers’ Evening will be held before the Easter break. 
After COVID-19 disruption, we have chosen to hold these meetings in person, at Uplands. 
 
Bookings can be made via Scopay. The booking system for Parents’/Carers’ Evening sessions 
is now live and will close at 19:00 on Sunday 27 March. Appointments are available from 15:30 
to 20:20 on Tuesday 29 March and 15:30 to 17:20 on Wednesday 30 March. 

Topsy Turvy Day! 01 April 2022 
 
On 01 April 2022, we are inviting pupils from Nursery to Year 6 to participate in a day of fun 
activities! It will be Uplands, but all a little different! Staff will provide a range of fun activities and 
choices for the pupils in their classes to make the day fun and memorable. Please note that 
there will not be dares or April Fool’s pranks, and pupils are reminded that our Behaviour Policy 
and high expectations are still in effect.  
 
On the day, pupils are invited to help make the day more special by choosing some of the 
following options and coming to school/nursery: 

 Wearing non-uniform, including bright and fun clothes (please remember a coat and 
appropriate footwear for the weather) 

 Wearing makeup 

 Wearing jewellery (please note any jewellery worn is the parent/carer and pupil’s 
responsibility and Uplands cannot take ownership or responsibility for these items. In 
addition, earrings and jewellery will still need to be taken off or taped up for PE lessons) 

 With dyed or unusual hair styles 

 With temporary tattoos 

 With a small extra snack for break times 
 
We are holding this day for the pupils to give them a memorable experience and raise money 
for Uplands, so we kindly ask for donations to take part. All money will go to the UFC to spend 
on resources for the pupils of Uplands (at UFC meetings, we discuss and vote on funding ideas, 
and all parents/carers can join a meeting and have their say). We are suggesting a minimum of 
£3.00 donation per pupil.  
 
Finally, please note that the following school rules will remain in place: 

 Behaviour Policy and school behaviour expectations 

 No nuts in foods (we have pupils with allergies) 

 Drinks bottles cannot be fizzy drinks / sugary drinks 

 Shoes must be appropriate for the weather 

 Hair must remain tied up for health and safety reasons. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 28.03.2022   Short story competition (‘The Escape’) deadline. Entries to school office 

Tuesday 29.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening 

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS2 assembly 

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening 

Thursday 31.03.2022   Reception class visit to Bocketts Farm - info sent 

Friday 01.04.2022   UFC’s Topsy Turvy day!  

Friday 01.04.2022   End of term (14:00 finish for school and nursery) 

Tuesday 19.04.2022   Back to school 

Tuesday 19.04.2022   Year 3 History Off The Page day - info sent 

Thursday 21.04.2022   Y5/Y6 BFC football match - home 

Friday 22.04.2022   UFC Spring discos 

Thursday 28.04.2022   Y1 Class Assembly - parents/carers welcome 14:45 

Thursday 28.04.2022   Y5/Y6 BFC football match - home 

Mon-Weds 09-11.05.   Y5 visit to Magdalen Farm - info sent 

w/c  09.05.2022   Y6 SATs 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
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http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Uplands Anti-Bullying Team 
 
We believe part of the reason for our excellent behavior at Uplands is our commitment to 
proactively teaching about anti-bullying and helping children understand how to interact with 
each other. We would like to re-introduce our anti-bullying group at Uplands for 2021/2022. 
Uplands is a member of the Anti-Bullying alliance, part of the Diana Award. Parents/carers can 
access their website www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk for information, tips, and strategies to 
support your child. 

Donation from Prospect estate agents 
 
Our thanks to David and the team from Prospect Estate Agents in Sandhurst for their second 
donation of £250. If a family selling their house says that their child/ren attend Uplands, 
Prospect will donate £250 to the school on completion of the sale. Year 2 came out to collect 
the cheque and say thank you to David and the team.  
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Bikes, scooters etc. on site 
 
Please dismount anything like a bike, scooter or trike when you enter the premises (the main 
drive or the back gate) and walk up the drive / through the premises. This is to ensure there are 
no accidents and everyone is safe on the site. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events.  
 
If any family member or member of the public reading this newsletter works for a company that 
is looking to advertise, we are offering wall space and electronic space at Uplands to promote 
companies. To find out more and discuss the advertising options that for your company, contact 
us now by emailing marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) update 
 
Many thanks to everyone who attended our UFC meeting on Tuesday 15 March 2022. The 
meeting was very productive, and minutes can be found on our UFC website page here. 
 
Upcoming events to watch out for: 

 Topsy Turvy Day, 01 April 2022 

 Spring Disco, Friday 22 April 2022: Nursery party in the daytime (session to be 
confirmed), then YR & KS1 15:10—16:45 and KS2 17:00—18:30. There will more 
information to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

 Uplands’ 60th Birthday celebrations, 09 July 2022: More information to follow soon! 

Recommended Reads for Parents and Carers 
 
At Uplands, we feel very lucky and proud to have a thriving and supportive reading community. 
Over the past two years, we have shared lists of recommended reads for adults as well as 
children. We have received some lovely feedback that parents and carers have enjoyed books 
that we have recommended. 
 
We are currently collating another set of great books from recommendations from our staff and 
governors. If you have a particular book that you have enjoyed recently, or a timeless classic 
that you would love to share, please let us know about it so that we can add it to our list! (No 
particular genre, book type or level of challenge - just something you have enjoyed!) You can 
share your suggestion by emailing the book title and author (and ideally a sentence or two to 
say why you enjoyed it) to office@uplandsberkshire.org     
 
The previous lists of recommended reads for adults can be found on our website in the 
Bookfest section here: Bookfest - A Celebration of Reading - Uplands Primary School and 
Nursery (uplandsberkshire.org)  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Ways to raise funds for Uplands with ease! 
 
Below are some easy ways to raise extra funds for Uplands without having to do much at all!  
 

Easy Fundraising 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
Uplands Fundraising Community is registered with Amazon Smile! Just go to https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/, look to the top left and select Uplands Fundraising Community to support. 
Then, all you need to do is make your amazing purchases through Amazon Smile and we’ll get 
free money from every purchase you make! Please note that the school CANNOT see your 
purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 

Photos from Celebration Assembly week 10 

Different socks day: Monday 21 March 2022 
 
Thank you to all the children who wore different socks in aid of Down’s Syndrome awareness 
week and World Autism awareness day. We had a number of wonderful discussions about 
celebrating our differences, both inside and outside, and how they make us unique and special.  
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Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. For a child who has one of the main 3 symptoms of COVID-19, guidance is that the 
child should get a PCR test. For other illnesses, a child should not attend if they are too unwell 
to manage in school, or there is a concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or 
stomach bugs (including vomiting and diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after 
the last instance of illness. 
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at 
Uplands. 

UFC Spring Disco!  
 
Our UFC Spring Disco can now be booked online! More details will follow in an upcoming 
newsletter, but we would like to remind some families that they had previously purchased 
tickets for the disco which was cancelled at the beginning of the pandemic, so any tickets 
purchased for that disco have been transferred to this new one.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all at our very popular disco!  
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We have had such a great week in Nursery. The children have been very busy and engaged in 
a variety of different activities. We set out some bingo dabbers for the children to experiment 
with, and they enjoyed using them to paint some very vibrant pictures. They also enjoyed a tea 
party with some herbal tea bags and water, mixing their tea and seeing what flavours they could 
smell. The children were excited to discover that the pea seeds we planted have started to 
grow, and were keen to water them so their soil didn’t dry out in the sunshine. The children 
have worked hard on their Mother’s Day cards, using flowers as inspiration to paint the pictures. 
All their artwork is different, as it was led by them, which we love, and we hope you do too.  
 
Following the interests of some of our pirate mad children in Nursery, we turned the sandpit into 
a pirate ship and set up some treasure maps and hidden treasure for the children to find. The 
children loved this activity and worked together to dig for various treasure, like coins and 
numbered pebbles. We heard lots of lovely language like “X marks the spot”, whilst they were 
exploring and playing with the resources. To give the children a chance to practise repeating 
patterns, we set up an invitation on the playdough table. They used leaves and sticks to copy a 
pattern, and then moved on to noticing and correcting errors in their patterns. Some children 
used the playdough to extend the patterns by creating their own.  
 
In our maths learning this week, we have been focusing on the properties of a rectangle and 
recognition of that shape. We discussed the similarities between a rectangle and square, and 
how we know that they are different. Our sound of the week was ‘o’, and the children did a great 
job at recognising and hearing the sound in different words. During our group learning, we 
worked on hearing the syllables in words, by clapping out the sounds we could hear. You could 
continue working on this at home with your child by clapping out the syllables in their names.   

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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Spring has definitely been in the air in Reception this week. We have taken full advantage of 
the beautiful weather and spent lots of time in our outside area. Some of the children built a car 
out of loose parts, complete with a tank on the back for transporting frogs, dinosaurs and other 
creatures. The animals featured in lots of other outdoor play this week, including making ramps 
for the animals to slide down and huge family gatherings. 
 
Phonics this week saw the return of vowel digraphs such as ‘oo’, ‘ar’, ‘ow’ and ‘ee’. We sorted 
words with these sounds and were able to say whether the sound was at the beginning, in the 
middle or at the end of a word. We used our phonics and writing skills to create a lovely 
surprise for Mother’s Day – we hope you enjoy it! 
 
In Maths, we have been learning about repeating patterns. We have used all kinds of things to 
make patterns: musical instruments, natural objects and paint to name but a few. We listened to 
a story called ‘The Pattern Fish’, where all the underwater creatures made different patterns. 
 
Finger Gym was spring-themed this week, with petal cutting activities, tracing, completing 
jigsaws and winding up the bug toys to make them crawl. In PE, we started learning how to play 
tennis, just in time for the summer months. 
 

 

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


www.uplandsberkshire.org     @uplandsberks    @uplandsberks @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org    @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance    

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week In English, we wrote letters of complaint based on the story ‘The Day the Crayons 
Quit'. We focused on using an exclamation mark and a question mark to correctly punctuate our 
work. Having written our letters, we enjoyed taking turns to read our work aloud and listen to 
our friend’s ideas.   

In Phonics, we have recapped the ‘oo’ phoneme made by the graphemes ‘ew’, ‘ue’ and ‘u-e’ for 
example in the words ‘moon’, ‘grew’, ‘blue’ and ‘rude’.  We have also recapped ‘oo’, ‘u’ and ‘oul’ 
as in ‘book’, ‘look’, ‘put’, ‘bush’ and ‘could’. Once again, we have added new books and games 
to the children’s Bug Club accounts. We also hope you are enjoying the ‘sharing book’ that your 
child had chosen. We know we were very excited when these lovely new books arrived!  

In Maths, we have been learning about capacity and volume. We learnt that capacity is how 
much liquid a container can hold and volume is how full the container is. We took advantage of 
the beautiful weather to go outside and explore these concepts using water. We have also 
considered problems such as ‘if a bowl holds 3 jugs of water and a tub holds 6 jugs of water, 
how many bowls will fill the tub?’. Finally, at the end of the week, we recapped our addition and 
subtraction skills.  

In Science, we remembered that scientists are good at asking questions, making observations 
and recording information. This week, our question was ‘Which smells do our class love or 
hate?’ and we recorded our data in a bar chart. We found out that lavender, soap, oregano, 
ginger and coffee were all fairly popular scents in our class and the scent of cloves was less 
popular. We agreed that our test hadn’t really shown us which smells we love or hate. For 
further testing, the smells of chocolate and dirt were suggested!    

In Design and Technology, we have finished making our windchimes and we are ready to 
evaluate our products next week. In Art and Design, we used all of the skills learnt this term to 
create careful self-portraits of our faces.   

At the end of the week in RE, we learnt about Christianity and Easter. We focussed on the story 
of Palm Sunday and enjoyed exploring this through role play using real palm leaves from Miss 
Greenfield's garden.  

We can’t believe this term is drawing to an end and look forward to seeing lots of you next week 
for Parents'/Carers' Evening.   

What have we been learning in Year 1?
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have begun looking at fractions. We have begun to recognise and make 
halves, quarters and thirds of shapes and splitting up groups of these objects into the correct 
fractions. We have also used our knowledge of these fractions to create different pizzas; for 
example, a pizza that is ½ cheese, ¼ mushroom and ¼ tomato. 
 
In English, Year 2 have been working on creating poems using different poetic techniques. 
Firstly, we created a poem including a range of similes then we created poems that included 
repeated phrases and words. Our last poem that we wrote included a refrain; we really enjoyed 
writing these poems and then performing these to friends. 
 
In Geography, we have continued researching physical features of the UK. More specifically, 
we have been looking at famous landmarks and plotting these on a blank map of the United 
Kingdom. In order to make sure that we were putting these in the correct place, we have again 
been using the school tablets to access ‘Google Earth’ and find where different landmarks were 
located.  
 
In Computing, Year 2 have been looking at attributes and how these can be used to describe a 
person. We began by thinking of a question that we could ask our peers, we then went round 
and created a tally chart of our classmates’ responses. With this tally chart, we were able to 
create a pictogram to display our data and then use this pictogram to answer questions about 
the information we have gathered. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we have continued our topic of friendships and relationships. This week, we 
have spoken about respecting other people’s differences and discussing if it is okay if our 
friends like things that we don’t. We compared our interests with a friend and realised that our 
favourite things can be very different, from our favourite lesson to our favourite flavour of ice 
cream, and that this doesn’t affect our friendship. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
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This week in English, we started to plan and design leaflets to tell people how they can help to 
save the Amazon rainforest from deforestation. We identified the main ideas from a range of 
different texts and summarised these concisely and in our own words. We thought about the 
most visually effective ways that we could present this information as well as ensuring that we 
communicate the important material in a way that persuades people that it is something 
worthwhile. 
 
In Maths this week, we began to revise our previous learning on Fractions from Year 2. We 
started off by reviewing our understanding of equal and unequal groups as well as how to write 
fractions. The children were excellent at recognising and finding halves, making links to their 
knowledge of dividing by 2. We then moved on to finding quarters and thirds of shapes, objects 
and quantities. The children were encouraged to use the language of ‘whole’ and ‘equal parts’ 
as well as ‘numerator’ and ‘denominator’. 
 
In Computing, the children independently created a branching database on J2Data that they 
used to identify a given object. They selected their own theme and up to eight or ten objects to 
rearrange into a tree structure. They continued to think about the attributes of objects to write 
questions with a yes or no answer, which enabled them to separate a group of objects 
effectively. The children tested each other’s branching databases to check that they worked.   
 
On Wednesday, Year 3 learnt so much in our Online Safety session with Sharon Girling OBE. 
We learnt how stay safe online by following the SMART rules, including the importance of never 
giving out personal information to strangers and telling an adult you trust if you find something 
online that makes you uncomfortable.  
 
The beginning of our week was very busy with rehearsals for our Musical Extravaganza, 
including our dress rehearsal on Tuesday morning. We are so proud of all of the hard work the 
children put into the Extravaganza and we hope you all enjoyed the show! 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week has been an extremely busy week practising our singing. The children did us very 
proud on Wednesday evening with their Musical Extravaganza performance. We hope you 
enjoyed it as much as we did! 
 
This week in Maths, we have continued to work on decimals. The children have practised 
reading and representing tenths on a place value grid. They understand that the tenths column 
is to the right of the decimal point. They then moved on to using a number line to represent 
tenths and answer questions. The children were challenged with number lines that were 
increasing differently (tenths, two tenths and three tenths).  
 
Although most of our English has been reading and performing our songs, we have managed to 
fit in finishing our class reader. The children enjoyed finishing off the last book in our series - A 
Girl Called Justice: The Ghost in the Garden. They are looking forward to starting our new class 
novel. We have also completed a lesson recapping the spelling rule dropping a ‘y’ for an ‘i’. The 
children used some of the plural words in sentences.  
 
Last week in Science, the children explored what was wrong with different circuits using their 
knowledge from previous weeks. They were given a variety of different circuits (some working 
and some not working). They had to identify the problem and draw a correct circuit. Their 
partner then had to select one of the incorrect circuits and make it out of equipment following 
their partner’s drawing.  
 
In History, we have described the story of how the Roman empire changed Britain and what the 
pros and cons were for people already living in Britain. They practised their note taking and will 
be using their notes in a class debate next week.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we have continued to discuss the effect of their online actions on others and 
know how to recognise and display respectful behaviour online. The children also understand 
the importance of keeping personal information private and why some games are age 
restricted.  
 
In PE this week, we have started our orienteering topic. The children have learnt and 
understood how to read small scaled maps, plotting and locating markers. We have been able 
to challenge ourselves individually as well as working in small groups.  
 
We were very lucky to have Sharon Girling OBE visit us and provide an interactive assembly on 
online safety. The children thoroughly enjoyed the session and asking lots of questions.   

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, Year 5 turned their attention from journalism to crime fiction. We began 
the week by considering the features of the mystery or detective story genre and discussed the 
meanings of suspects, motives and red herrings. The children then began to plan their own 
detective story, thinking about a puzzling crime that could have been committed. Later in the 
week, the children recapped some learning about character descriptions and read some 
extracts from Agatha Christie herself, before beginning their exciting mystery stories. 
 
In Maths, we moved on from fractions to enter the world of decimal numbers. We revisited 
some key knowledge about place value, looking up to 3 decimal places. The children 
addressed different misconceptions, problem solved and practised their fluency to develop their 
understanding of the topic. 
 
In RE, we rounded up our topic on purpose and destiny by discussing our own. The children 
talked about some famous figures and considered whether they had a purpose and what they 
did to achieve it, then wrote and drew their own purposes in their books.  
 
In Computing, the class continued their ‘remote working’ project, creating a PowerPoint project 
about a zoo animal. They used the comments section to organise and discuss the projects, 
distributing the work and sections without actually talking to each other.   
 
In Science last week, the children investigated different varieties of sugar, comparing them 
against each other to test the speed at which they would dissolve in room temperature water. 
They identified the dependent, independent and control variables to ensure the test was fair 
and recorded their results in a table. We also considered what factors might speed up the 
dissolving, such as more stirring or the temperature of the water.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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Over the course of this week, Year 6 completed a full set of ‘mock SATs’ papers, replicating 
exam conditions. We were really pleased with how well the children approached each paper, 
their positive attitudes and the focus they showed. They all worked really hard and are feeling 
much more confident about completing the real tests in May!  
  
Throughout the remainder of the week, the children spent their English lessons planning and 
writing a character description based on the clip, Eye of the Storm, which they then edited 
carefully and in French, the children completed their projects.   
  
In our Maths lessons this week, the children learnt how to calculate the volume of cubes and 
cuboids using formulae, as well as counting cubes to find out the volume of irregular shapes. 
They then applied this knowledge to solve a range of problems. We also began a new unit of 
work on ratio, in which the children learned about the language associated with this area of 
maths.   
  
This week in Science, the children continued learning more about the circulatory system; 
specifically, what makes up our blood and how blood carries nutrients, oxygen and water 
around the body. They then used their research to create a fact file about the circulatory 
system.  
  
The children started a new unit of work during Computing. For our first lesson, we explored and 
reviewed existing websites, evaluating their content. The children learnt that websites are 
written in HTML code and asked themselves ‘What makes a good website?’. 
  
The warm up to this week’s PE lesson saw the children learning how to orienteer using a map. 
For this activity, the children worked in partners with the first child ‘hiding’ something within the 
school grounds and then marking its location on a map. Their partner then had to navigate to 
the exact spot. After this, the children worked within a small group to create a short obstacle 
course. They had to verbally instruct each other how to complete the course successfully and 
the child attempting the obstacle course could only do exactly what they were told. To make this 
more challenging, and after a few practices, the children tried to complete the same activity 
wearing a blindfold!  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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