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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Spring Term: Issue 10 18 March 2022 

 Different socks day: Monday 21 March 2022 
 
Monday 21 March 2022 is the start of Down’s Syndrome awareness week, and World Autism 
awareness day is 02 April 2022. Therefore, to help remind us that we are all different from each 
other in a range of ways, we are inviting pupils to come to school in different socks on Monday 
21 March 2022. Pupils may come wearing a different sock on each foot or just a different pair to 
their normal school socks, but the important thing is to celebrate our differences, both inside 
and outside, and how they make us unique and special. There is no cost or donation expected 
for this awareness event. Thank you for your support.  

Topsy Turvy Day! 01 April 2022 
 
On 01 April 2022, we are inviting pupils from Nursery to Year 6 to participate in a day of fun 
activities! It will be Uplands, but all a little different! Staff will provide a range of fun activities and 
choices for the pupils in their classes to make the day fun and memorable. Please note that 
there will not be dares or April Fool’s pranks, and pupils are reminded that our Behaviour Policy 
and high expectations are still in effect.  
 
On the day, pupils are invited to help make the day more special by choosing some of the 
following options and coming to school/nursery: 

 Wearing non-uniform, including bright and fun clothes (please remember a coat and 
appropriate footwear for the weather) 

 Wearing makeup 

 Wearing jewellery (please note any jewellery worn is the parent/carer and pupil’s 
responsibility and Uplands cannot take ownership or responsibility for these items. In 
addition, earrings and jewellery will still need to be taken off or taped up for PE lessons) 

 With dyed or unusual hair styles 

 With temporary tattoos 

 With a small extra snack for break times 
 
We are holding this day for the pupils to give them a memorable experience and raise money 
for Uplands, so we kindly ask for donations to take part. All money will go to the UFC to spend 
on resources for the pupils of Uplands (at UFC meetings, we discuss and vote on funding ideas, 
and all parents/carers can join a meeting and have their say). We are suggesting a minimum of 
£3.00 donation per pupil.  
 
Finally, please note that the following school rules will remain in place: 

 Behaviour Policy and school behaviour expectations 

 No nuts in foods (we have pupils with allergies) 

 Drinks bottles cannot be fizzy drinks / sugary drinks 

 Shoes must be appropriate for the weather 

 Hair must remain tied up for health and safety reasons. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Online safety day— online session for parents/carers 09:15 to 10:15 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS1 assembly 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Y3/4 Musical Extravaganza - 18:15 doors open 

Monday 28.03.2022   Short story competition (‘The Escape’) deadline. Entries to school office 

Tuesday 29.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow  

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS2 assembly 

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow 

Thursday 31.03.2022   Reception class visit to Bocketts Farm—info sent 

Friday 01.04.2022   UFC’s Topsy Turvy day!  

Friday 01.04.2022   End of term (14:00 finish for school and nursery) 

     

     

     

     

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Red Nose Day: Friday 18 March 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Comic Relief Red Nose Day event! We had children 
dressed in red, wearing superhero costumes and dressed as people who inspire them 
(including children dressing as paramedics/military personnel, sports figures, a parent and even 
Mr McCann and Mr Sherwood!). The amount we raised for charity will be announced in next 
week’s newsletter. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Uplands Anti-Bullying Team 
 
We believe part of the reason for our excellent behavior at Uplands is our commitment to 
proactively teaching about anti-bullying and helping children understand how to interact with 
each other. We would like to re-introduce our anti-bullying group at Uplands for 2021/2022. 
Uplands is a member of the Anti-Bullying alliance, part of the Diana Award. Parents/carers can 
access their website www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk for information, tips, and strategies to 
support your child. 

COVID-19 Update 
 
Our Risk Assessment, Key Information for Families, Contingency Plan and poster of key 
information have all been updated and can be located on the Uplands website in the ‘COVID-
19’ dedicated page. If you have any comments or questions, please contact the school office. 

Spotlight on… playground games! 
 
We have enjoyed having our big playground games back out at lunchtimes, including chess, 
draughts and big Jenga. It was wonderful to see pupils teaching others how to play the games, 
including members of our Chess Club showing others how to play! Well done!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/covid-19/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/covid-19/
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Y5/6 Hockey Tournament 
 
Well done to our hockey team who reached the quarter-finals at the tournament on Tuesday 15 
March 2022. We are so proud of our team’s confidence, positive attitude and teamwork! 

Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) update 
 
Many thanks to everyone who attended our UFC meeting on Tuesday 15 March 2022. The 
meeting was very productive, and minutes can be found on our UFC website page here. 
 
Upcoming events to watch out for: 

 Topsy Turvy Day, 01 April 2022 

 Spring Disco, Friday 22 April 2022: Nursery party in the daytime (session to be 
confirmed), then YR & KS1 15:10—16:45 and KS2 17:00—18:30. There will more 
information to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

 Uplands’ 60th Birthday celebrations, 09 July 2022: More information to follow soon! 

Parents’/Carers’ Evening: 29 and 30 March 
 
As highlighted last week, our Parents’/Carers’ Evening will be held before the Easter break. 
After COVID-19 disruption, we have chosen to hold these meetings in person, at Uplands. 
 
Bookings can be made via Scopay. The booking system for Parents’/Carers’ Evening sessions 
is now live and will close at 19:00 on Sunday 27 March. Appointments are available from 15:30 
to 20:20 on Tuesday 29 March and 15:30 to 17:20 on Wednesday 30 March. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://629dppoezc36h2p7kdniq1ak-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022.03.15-Meeting-minutes-UFC.pdf
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Ways to raise funds for Uplands with ease! 
 
Below are some easy ways to raise extra funds for Uplands without having to do much at all!  
 

Easy Fundraising 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
Uplands Fundraising Community is registered with Amazon Smile! Just go to https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/, look to the top left and select Uplands Fundraising Community to support. 
Then, all you need to do is make your amazing purchases through Amazon Smile and we’ll get 
free money from every purchase you make! Please note that the school CANNOT see your 
purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?q=uplands&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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Photos from Celebration Assembly week 09 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. For a child who has one of the main 3 symptoms of COVID-19, guidance is that the 
child should get a PCR test. For other illnesses, a child should not attend if they are too unwell 
to manage in school, or there is a concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or 
stomach bugs (including vomiting and diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after 
the last instance of illness. 
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at 
Uplands. 

UFC Spring Disco!  
 
Our UFC Spring Disco can now be booked online! More details will follow in an upcoming 
newsletter, but we would like to remind some families that they had previously purchased 
tickets for the disco which was cancelled at the beginning of the pandemic, so any tickets 
purchased for that disco have been transferred to this new one.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all at our very popular disco!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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As usual, we have had a fun and busy week in Nursery. Our children have been really 
motivated by sensory play recently, so we set up some cloud dough making for them to 
experiment with. They mixed corn flour and conditioner until they had made a malleable dough 
and then enjoyed playing with it. On our art table, we provided the children with bubble wrap 
and paint to explore. They enjoyed the process of squirting the paints and then mixing it with 
their hands over the bubble wrap. It made a really great sound! Our playdough table had a 
spring theme, with the children making Easter themed ‘cookies’. The rainy weather didn’t deter 
us from being outside, and the children made the most of having lots of muddy puddles to jump 
in, as well as enjoying some water play. 
 
Our light box was themed around a wonderful book called ‘Circle Under Berry’, which combines 
the opportunity for learning about shapes, colours and prepositions. The children were able to 
work on combining shapes to make new ones; we found that we could make a larger triangle 
from four smaller ones and a circle from two semicircles. They also hunted for their chosen 
coloured shapes in the book to see if they could find a shape that matched. In PE, the children 
split into teams and played football matches against each other. They had lots of fun and 
enjoyed cheering each other on, although there were lots of reminders not to use their hands to 
pick up the ball! 

 
In our Phonics learning this week, we learnt the new sound of ‘g’. The children worked really 
hard on practising the sound, as well as thinking of words containing it. The children came up 
with some wonderful words independently, such as ‘ghost’ and ‘Grinch’. We have also been 
working on using our bodies to make sounds (body percussion). The children chose different 
actions like clapping and stamping their feet to a variety of songs. In our Maths learning, we 
focused on the square shape. We discussed the key features and looked for squares in our 
environment.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, as part of our RE unit of work, Reception learnt about the Hindu festival of Holi, also 
known as the festival of colour. The children watched clips of Hindu children celebrating Holi by 
throwing coloured powder at each other and in class, the children had their own mini-festival, 
but threw powder paint at paper instead. It was great fun!   
 
The theme of colour ran throughout the week, and in Drawing Club, the children listened to the 
story of ‘Elmer the Patchwork Elephant’ by David McKee, and discussed how we are all unique 
and need to celebrate our individuality and differences. The children then drew their own 
decorative elephant and wrote a sentence about it.   
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children used thin paintbrushes to make neat patches of 
colour on an Elmer elephant template and were thoroughly engrossed in mixing a range of 
colours. Whilst painting, the children's conversations quickly turned to what colours they had 
mixed and whether, for example, it was a yellowy-green or a light pink and how they had made 
them. Sharing their discoveries with their friends was lovely for our oracy work. Colour 
continued to weave through other child-initiated learning too, as the children experimented with 
overlapping different colours of tissue paper to see if they could mix colours using the light, 
which then led to the children using pipettes to drip water on top of the tissue paper and see 
what effect this made, mix colours with the shaving foam and food colouring and even thought 
about the colour of the loose parts in the role play and how these could represent different 
foods. Other highlights included creating a large-scale cleaning truck outside, complete with 
hoses and brushes. I think the streets of Sandhurst will sparkle once the cleaning truck has 
visited! The children also created a water animal park with different habitats for the animals.  
 
In Phonics, the children finished Unit 12 of Bug Club and practised reading and spelling more 
adjacent consonant words that included the digraphs they have learnt, for example, ‘strong’ or 
‘screen’. The children also learnt to read and spell the tricky words ‘one’, ‘out’, ‘when’ and 
‘what’.  
 
This week’s Maths lessons were full of action as the children explored 3D shapes. They 
enjoyed completing a shape hunt around the classroom and garden, finding examples of the 
different 3D shapes, talked about the properties of the shapes using the mathematical 
vocabulary faces, edges and vertices, and whether they were curved or straight. They then 
applied their knowledge of 3D shapes to sort them into groups, such as 3D shapes that roll and 
3D shapes that can’t roll. Finally, the children had lots of fun designing and making 3D shape 
robots out of recyclable materials, using their shape knowledge to explain why they used a 
particular shape for each part of their robot.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

The highlight of this week has been our wonderful Florence Nightingale workshop delivered by 
History Off The Page. We started our day by meeting Miss Nightingale and finding out about 
her early life. We then explored the period of time through a range of engaging activities such 
as filling in a job application, making a candle holder or designing a medal. Later, we heard 
about Miss Nightingale’s journey to Scutari and investigated suitcases full of interesting objects 
to find Florence’s case while also learning about her travelling companions. After lunch, we 
listened to details of Florence Nightingale’s role during the Crimean War and enjoyed taking 
turns to be a patient, a nurse and to act as different support roles. Mopping the floors and 
scrubbing laundry were very popular! Finally, we found out about Florence Nightingale’s later 
life. The workshop gave the children an exciting and memorable opportunity to apply all their 
learning from this topic. We were delighted with their fantastic costumes and by how fully they 
immersed themselves in the day.   
 
In our Science, we investigated another of our senses - touch. We learnt that we use all of our 
skin to sense touch and that we can compare textures, shapes and temperatures using this 
sense. We had fun comparing textures with our feet, identifying objects in feely bags with our 
hands and testing temperature using our fingers, arms and cheeks. For lots of us, our cheek 
was more sensitive to cold than our fingers or arms.    
  
In Design and Technology, we have continued to make our windchimes. In Art and Design, we 
are finding out about self-portrait, exploring mark making using a range of media and creating 
our own self-portraits.   
  
In English, we shared the story ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ by Drew Daywalt. We acted out the 
emotions of the crayons and made captions on placards for the unhappy crayons to air their 
grievances. We decided whether our captions should be punctuated with a full stop, 
exclamation mark or question mark. We have also started to imagine the complaints of other 
crayons not included in this story and have begun planning our own imaginative letters of 
complaint.  
  
In Phonics, we have recapped the ‘or’ phoneme made by the graphemes ‘or’, ‘aw’, ‘au’ and ‘al’. 
We have added new books and games to the children’s Bug Club accounts so that they can 
extend this learning at home.  
  
In Maths, we have been measuring mass using balance scales. We have been learning to use 
the relevant vocabulary – heavier, lighter, equal – and to measure the mass of objects in our 
classroom using cubes. We are also continuing to practise counting forward and backwards in 
2s, 5s and 10s which are great skills to keep developing at home.  
 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have been working with metre sticks and trundle wheels in order to measure 
objects and areas that were too big to measure with a ruler. These included the school 
playground, the classroom and even ourselves. We then used comparative language and 
symbols to compare and order different lengths. 
 
In English, we have been reading and discussing various poems. More specifically, we have 
thinking about the techniques that are used in different poems and what effect this has on us as 
readers. We then moved on to work on similes and have created our own poems that include a 
wide range of similes to describe fairies. 
 
In Geography, we have continued looking at the countries that make up the United Kingdom. 
This week, we have used the school tablets to go online and complete research on the physical 
features in each of the different countries. We then compared these mountains, rivers and lakes 
with the features of the other countries. 
 
In Design and Technology, we have begun designing our loom frames that we will be making 
over the next couple of weeks. To do this, we reminded ourselves of what was the strongest 
and most stable way to attach the wood to create the loom. We then drew out our design, 
labelled them accurately and wrote out a list of equipment that we will need. We then created a 
design for a wall hanging that we will be making once our looms have been finished. 
 
In Computing, Year 2’s classroom was infested with minibeasts. We needed to create a tally 
chart and mark down all of the different minibeasts we could find and how many of each one 
there were. After we had collected our data, we then entered it into a pictogram to display the 
information so that Mr McCann knew how many minibeasts he had to get rid of.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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This week in English, the children used formal language and persuasive features to write their 
deforestation essays. We also revised our knowledge of the present perfect tense. The children 
used this to write a reply to a letter they received, asking about their holiday in the Amazon 
rainforest. 
 
In Maths, the children used take away and find the difference to subtract lengths before being 
introduced to perimeter for the first time. They measured the perimeter of simple 2D shapes 
and compared different 2D shapes which have the same perimeter. Whilst calculating 
perimeter, the children made lots of links back to their understanding of the properties of 2D 
shapes. They explored different methods for calculating the perimeter of a shape, such as using 
repeated addition or multiplication to calculate the perimeter of a square.  
 
In Science this week, we learnt all about the functions of a root. Roots spread out to absorb the 
water and nutrients that the plants need to stay healthy as well as anchoring the plant firmly into 
the ground so that it doesn’t fall over. Whilst studying contrasting roots, the children considered 
how the features of different roots help them to perform these functions. 
 
In Computing, the children were introduced to the online database tool J2Data. They used the 
branch tool to arrange objects into a branching database, creating their own questions with yes 
or no questions. The children demonstrated that their branching databases worked by testing 
them. They also started to compare branching database structures, explaining why branching 
databases do not always look the same. The children know that questions have to be ordered 
carefully to ensure that objects are separated as evenly as possible across the tree structure.  
 
In History, the children wrote a list of questions about everyday life for Anglo-Saxons, Picts and 
Scots. In particular, they asked questions to compare the different cultures to help them unpick 
why tensions existed. The children carried out research to answer these questions. We also 
studied some of the archaeological discoveries from the Sutton Hoo excavation site and 
explained how these artefacts help us to understand the past. 
 
In RE, we explored the Easter story and asked ourselves ‘What is good about Good Friday?’ To 
begin with, we focused on the Last Supper and looked for clues that Jesus knew what was 
coming. This raised some excellent discussion points, such as ‘If Jesus knew he was going to 
die, why didn’t he run away?’. We discussed the significance of the Crucifixion and learnt that 
Christians believe that Good Friday is good because Jesus’ death was part of God’s plan to 
show people they can be forgiven and start afresh. The children were challenged with retelling 
the Easter story in less than thirty words and summarised the key events that happened during 
Holy Week.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, we have been using organisational devices to help structure our leaflet 
based on a blackout. We recapped the importance of using a heading and subheadings when 
writing a non-narrative piece of writing. We also explored bullet points and how they are used to 
emphasise important information. We also discussed how they can be punctuated correctly 
when writing a list. The children used their research and information given to them to create a 
leaflet on how to stay safe during a blackout. We also completed a GPS lesson recapping 
apostrophes and plurals.  
 
In Maths, we finished off completing complex word problems using our fraction knowledge. We 
then moved on to decimals. The children were able to recognise tenths and hundredths using a 
hundred square. They used the hundred square and Base 10 to recognise the relationship 
between 1/10 and 0.1.  
 
This week in History, the children described a range of historically significant and reliable 
sources of evidence of life in Britain during Roman times. They asked historical questions about 
how the Romans changed Britain for the people who already lived there and the significance of 
those changes on daily life. They enjoyed exploring different sources and discussing whether 
they were reliable and/or valid with reasons.  
 
In Art and Design, the children spent some time practising drawing using charcoal. They then 
spent some time completing an observational drawing of a house. The children understood that 
an observational drawing is what you can see and drawing it as realistically and true to life as 
possible. They worked hard to complete the best drawing possible and will be comparing this 
medium to oil pastels next week.  
 
In Computing, we analysed data. The children were given three graphs that recorded light, 
sound and temperature over a set period of time. The children were able to discuss the different 
intervals that data was recorded and make sensible conclusions about why the data fluctuated.  
 
In PE, we have been looking at competitive running. We have been competing in relay teams 
made up of 4 runners. The children had to discuss and decide which order each runner would 
run in in order to compete against the other teams. We also broke down the running styles and 
how to pace a race when running a certain distance. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English this week, we wrote the body of the text for our final newspaper article in this unit. 
The children used their plans from last week and thought carefully about the features of this text 
type which they had learned about throughout the unit. The class then edited their articles to 
make sure that the tone and formality was correct for a news article before presenting their 
articles using headlines, subheadings, images and captions. We have been so impressed with 
our budding journalists!  
 
In Maths, we formalised some of our methods for converting improper and mixed number 
fractions, and finding fractions of amounts. The children gained a good understanding of how 
it’s done, then applied it to a wide variety of questions to increase their fluency. We also went 
back over some of the key maths learning we’ve done this term, covering many arithmetic 
methods and had a look at some trickier reasoning problems.  
 
In Computing, we continued with our topic on computer systems and networks. The children 
discussed effective communication and tried to apply their knowledge to different forms of 
remote working. They were put in groups and, from across the classroom, are creating projects 
on shared documents without being able to actually speak to their team. This makes the 
comments and chat functions essential in the organisation of the project.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children began to think about the different kinds of stitches that 
can be used when sewing. We watched tutorials on running stitch, back stitch and over stitch 
and practised doing these ourselves. We then considered the uses and advantages of the 
different stitches as well as their potential drawbacks. In the coming weeks, the children will be 
applying this knowledge to designing and creating fashionable and functional bags. 
 
Last week in Science, the children observed exactly what happens when a candle burns. They 
identified it as a non-reversible change and thought about all the factors necessary for a candle 
to burn. They then experimented with a variety of glasses, placing them over the candles to see 
how long it took for them to go out due to the lack of oxygen available.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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This week’s maths has all been about area: the children have explored area of simple and more 
complex rectilinear shapes, as well as area of triangles and parallelograms. To calculate area 
accurately, Year 6 have been using formulae and identifying the correct formula for each type of 
shape. They have also been solving a range of problems based on this area of maths.   
   
During our English lessons, we commenced a new unit of work based on a video stimulus. So 
far, we have only watched the first 2 minutes of the clip but have used this to write a detailed  
setting description that includes amplification as a literary tool. The children then edited these 
carefully, alongside other recent work. We have also spent lots of time looking at spelling, 
specifically the etymology of many of our common-usage words and how their root links to 
Greek or Latin words. The children also started to complete a ‘walking, talking’ GPS (SATs) 
paper, carefully considering how to approach and answer a range of questions.   
  
In PSHE/RHE, we looked at the remainder of our British Values: Individual Liberty and Mutual 
Respect. The children thought carefully about what these values mean to them and more widely 
in our society, before summarising their understanding of our British Values and their 
importance during everyday life. During RE this week, we finished exploring the concept of 
‘eternity’ and evaluated different beliefs about eternity, specifically the Christian perspective on 
this.     
  
Year 6 continued their French life project and are almost ready to share these with each other 
next week. In Music, the children continued with their African story, reading the narrative and 
then learning the songs ‘Oleo’ and ‘Sansa Kroma’. They also created appropriate actions to 
accompany their singing and keep a steady pulse.   
  
In our Art and Design lesson this week, we continued to explore the architecture of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, choosing a specific building that inspired us and then attempting to sketch it in detail 
using a range of sketching techniques and appropriate scale.   
  
This week’s PE lesson saw the children revisit their cross-country skills. Initially, the children 
were put into groups and then each group watched a first group run a set distance before trying 
to match their pace. The groups then completed a competitive relay race over a slightly longer 
distance, with each child running a lap individually before completing a final lap as a group. The 
purpose of this activity was to think carefully about how to successfully run a race, understand 
where people run best within a relay and how to co-operate and finish as a team.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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A message from our local community partner, Sandhurst Cricket Club: 
 

Sandhurst Cricket Club have started a Crowdfunding Campaign as they look to raise funds to 
develop their practice facilities at the club as the club continues to grow. We are looking to get 
the whole community involved in the campaign as we seek to raise £7,000 towards the project 
through our ‘crowd’. The campaign can be found here: 
 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/creating-3rd-net-at-sandhurst-cc-to-support-growth 
 
With Crowdfunding people can either donate towards the project or pledge funds in return for 
specific rewards and we have over 30 on offer. Every reward offers a fantastic deal against the 
usual RRP & there is something for everyone. 
 

 Reduced price meals at the Tamarind Tree (Wokingham), Rose & Crown and The 
Wellington arms 

 Golf at Hartley Wintney, Sherfield Oaks or Windlesham Golf Clubs 

 Vouchers that can be redeemed at Miller & Carter, Harvester, Toby Carvery & more 

 6-month gym membership at énergie fitness 

 Circuit training sessions in the Memorial Park with Martin Salt (Personal Best Personal 
Trainer) 

 Voucher for Colors Hair Salon 

 Voucher for the Sandhurst Gardening Club Trading Hut 

 Tickets to Royal Ascot 

 Facial from the Sandhurst Relaxation Centre 

 Bouncy castle hire for a day 

 Sponsorship opportunities for local businesses 
 
If you are interested in any of the rewards, please visit the Crowdfund page and if you have any 
questions, please contact Simon Hards via sandhurstccchairman@gmail.com.  
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