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Uplands Primary School and Nursery 
Newsletter

Spring Term: Issue 09 11 March 2022 

Parents’/Carers’ Evening: 29 and 30 March 

We are pleased to announce that our Parents’/Carers’ Evening will be held before the Easter 
break. After COVID-19 disruption, we have chosen to hold these meetings in person, at 
Uplands. 

Bookings can be made via Scopay. Over 98% of our children now have an active Scopay 
account. Thank you for your support in making the online system work.  

The booking system for Parents’/Carers’ Evening sessions will go live at 19:00 on Tuesday 14 
March and will close at 19:00 on Sunday 27 March. Appointments are available from 15:30 to 
20:20 on Tuesday 29 March and 15:30 to 17:20 on Wednesday 30 March. 

Reminder: Pupil illness at Uplands 

We would like to remind parents/carers that a pupil must stay home from school if they are 
unwell. For a child who has one of the main 3 symptoms of COVID-19, guidance is that the 
child should get a PCR test. For other illnesses, a child should not attend if they are too unwell 
to manage in school, or there is a concern for them passing on an illness. For sickness or 
stomach bugs (including vomiting and diarrhoea), a child should not return until 48 hours after 
the last instance of illness. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter and in keeping all our children safe at 
Uplands. 

Red Nose Day: Friday 18 March 

This year for Comic Relief, we are inviting children to dress as a 
superhero, someone who inspires them (a real life superhero!) or 
come dressed in red.  

Donations can be made via Scopay (SPR22 E Red Nose Day) or 
by giving cash on the day via our collection buckets. On Scopay, 
it will ask if you want to make an overpayment so please say yes 
to make a donation via Scopay. After seeing the crisis in 
Ukraine, a lot of pupils have spoken about their desire to 
help those in need, and supporting Comic Relief/Red Nose Day 
can help vulnerable people in the UK and across the world.  

Thank you in advance for your help and support in donating to 
this worthwhile cause.  
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   BFC Hockey Festival—info sent 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   UFC Meeting (all welcome), via Zoom, 19:30 

Wednesday 16.03.2022   Y1 History Off the Page visit—info sent 

Thursday 17.03.2022   YR NCMP visit—letter sent 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Online safety day— online session for parents/carers 09:15 to 10:15 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS1 assembly 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Y3/4 Musical Extravaganza - 18:15 doors open 

Monday 28.03.2022   Short story competition (‘The Escape’) deadline. Entries to school office 

Tuesday 29.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow  

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS2 assembly 

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow 

Thursday 31.03.2022   Reception class visit to Bocketts Farm—info sent 

Friday 01.04.2022   UFC’s Topsy Turvy day!  

Friday 01.04.2022   End of term (14:00 finish for school and nursery) 

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
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Parent and Carer Workshops 
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our workshops on Wednesday 23 
February 2022. Parents and carers attended workshops on spelling and grammar (for KS2); 
spelling and handwriting (for KS1); maths calculations (for KS1 and also KS2); early reading; 
computing; and English in KS2.  
 
All the presentations can now be found on our website. Click here to view. 

Spare shoes appeal 
 
If anyone has any spare pairs of good quality boys shoes (size 11) or girls shoes (size 13), 
please contact office@uplandsberkshire.org. Thank you in advance for your help. 

Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) update 
 
Topsy Turvy Day! Friday 01 April 2022 
More information to follow in a future newsletter, but make sure you save the date! Last year, it 
was ‘Break the Rules Day’, but this year, it will be known as ‘Topsy Turvy Day’—it’s a school 
day, but an unusual one! Pupils will be given a range of choices and different options as well as 
ways they can come to school in a topsy turvy way. More details on this will be released shortly 
to help parents/carers and pupils prepare for the day and know what to expect. 
 
Spring Disco. Friday 22 April 2022: Nursery party in the daytime (session to be 
confirmed), then YR & KS1 15:10—16:45 and KS2 17:00—18:30. There will more information 
to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

Help with discussing the Ukraine crisis 
 
Following on from the letter sent to parents/carers this week, Mr Sherwood spoke on BBC 
Berkshire about how Uplands are supporting pupils to discuss, at an age-appropriate level, the 
crisis in Ukraine. Our Family Support Advisor, Sophia Ahmed, has collated the following sites 
which families may find useful if their child/ren wish to discuss the conflict: 

 ChildNet: https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/  

 Schools week: we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine 

 Newsround: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 

 Childline: https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/ 

 Department of Education: help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-
invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation 

 
As always, we are here to support any family or child who needs us; please reach out if we can 
help in any way, either via office@uplandsberkshire.org or fsa@uplandsberkshire.org 
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Bikes, scooters etc. on site 
 
Please dismount anything like a bike, scooter or trike when you enter the premises (the main 
drive or the back gate) and walk up the drive / through the premises. This is to ensure there are 
no accidents and everyone is safe on the site. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 

COVID-19 Update 
 
Our Risk Assessment, Key Information for Families, Contingency Plan and poster of key 
information have all been updated and can be located on the Uplands website in the ‘COVID-
19’ dedicated page. If you have any comments or questions, please contact the school office. 

Writing workshop at Sandhurst School 
 
A group of our Year 5 students were selected to take part in a writing workshop at Sandhurst 
School recently. Here is what they had to say about it: 
 
Recently, we visited Sandhurst Secondary School for a writing day where we met other children 
our age who are also passionate about writing. The theme of the story was ‘The Day the Earth 
Stood Still’. Everyone interpreted this title very differently, but in the end, we managed to put all 
our ideas into one storyline.  
 
The story was a sci-fi adventure based on aliens invading and causing time itself to stand still. 
During our planning, we developed the characters who all differ and argue one way or another. 
These characters were the only ones who weren’t frozen and they need to work together to 
prevent the alien invasion. We learnt about different terms in a story including antagonists (the 
villains of the story) and the protagonists (the heroes of the story).  
 
We really enjoyed having this opportunity and hope that similar things come up in the future.  
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Sports at Uplands this week 
 
Well done to our girls’ football team and our netball team for their performances at two events 
this week. Our football team finished third in the competition on Monday 07 March, and our 
netball team competed at the county event in Theale on Wednesday 09 March. Photos of the 
teams can be found within the newsletter. Well done, teams!  
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Reading Update! 
 

Short Story Competition – Deadline Monday 28 March 2022.  
Winners announced w/c 25 April.  

Calling all budding authors! We are holding a short story competition. The stimulus and title for 
your story is…  

‘The Escape’ 
 
You can take this story in any direction you like, write it in any style and can handwrite or type it. 
You can illustrate your story if you like but don’t have to. There is no strict word limit but 
remember you are writing a short story rather than a novel so you can get stuck into the story 
quickly and keep your writing snappy! All year groups are welcome to enter and there will be 
prizes for different age groups. Our Reading Ambassadors will be helping to judge other year 
groups but are still welcome to enter for their own age range.  
 
A few tips for writing a short story: 

 Have few (or even just one) central character/s to focus on 

 Start by brainstorming any ideas that come to you – be brave and creative! Then you can 
pick your favourite to include in your writing. 

 Even though it is short, try to have a beginning, a middle and a satisfying end to your story 

 Edit ruthlessly! This means reading back over what you have written and making any 
changes of improvements you can. In a short story, every word counts! 

 Know when to break the rules! Writing is about being creative and it’s your story. Have fun 
and enjoy experimenting with your writing. 

 

Recommended reads: 
If you are looking for recommendations of high-quality books appropriate for your child’s age, 
the following website may be helpful to you. You can choose any year group from early years 
up to Year 6 and you will find a comprehensive list of excellent books specifically chosen for 
pupils of this age. 
Booklists by Age | booksfortopics 
 
We caught up with a few of our pupils to find out what books they have been enjoying: 

 I like the Harry Potter books by JK Rowling. Harry is my favourite character. - James,  Y2 

 I loved ‘The English Roses’ by Madonna - Esmina, YR 

 There are some children’s books about Wonder Woman and we love them! - Sophie and 
Myah, Y2 

 I love the ‘Keeper of the Lost City’ books by Shannon Messenger -  Payton, Y6 

 ‘The Boy at the back of the Classroom’ by Onjali Q. Rauf is the best book I have ever 
read! - Jessie, Y6 

 We have been really enjoying ‘The House of Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson and 
‘Ghost’ by Jason Reynolds in Year 6,’ - Amber, Y6 

 The ‘Geek Girl’ books by Holly Smale really make me laugh! - Grace, Y6 

 ‘The Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho Yen is a really exciting read - Mariam, Y6 

 A book I have really enjoyed recently is ‘The 1,000 year old boy’ by Ross Welford - Ella, 
Y6 

 I am loving ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins - Eddie, Y5 

 I am very stuck into ‘Bad Dad’ by David Walliams - Will, Y5 
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 

Photos from Celebration Assembly week 08 
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This week in Nursery, we have made the most of the better weather and spent the majority of 
our time outside. We added some new large loose parts to the garden, which sparked the 
children’s interests and led to lots of amazing imaginative play. The children built a bus and a 
car, which then became a “superfast sports car” which they then drove to a “soft play”! The 
children enjoyed a trip to the trim trail in the main school, and this was a good chance to 
develop their physical skills and challenge themselves on the larger equipment. The children 
are gaining lots of confidence with their climbing and balancing, with many of them choosing to 
have a go without direct support from an adult.  
 
This week, we set up a measuring activity for the children to practise making comparisons 
between objects. We introduced them to tape measures, rulers and measuring tape, and a 
variety of objects to measure. This was a brilliant opportunity for them to compare sizes and 
use their knowledge of more or less than to discuss which items were bigger or smaller. The 
learning was then extended by the children deciding that they wanted to measure themselves to 
see who was the tallest! The children also enjoyed exploring colour and colouring mixing with 
coloured water and pipettes. They transferred different colours from one container to another to 
see how many different colours they could create. 
  

During our Phonics learning this week, we learnt the sound ‘d’, as well as revising previously 
taught sounds. We introduced a new game of ‘silly soup’, whereby the children could only add 
objects containing the ‘d’ sound into our ‘soup’. This really helps to embed the children’s 
hearing of initial sounds in words, as well as making their learning fun. In our Maths carpet 
learning, we have started looking at shapes; we began with a circle and introduced 
mathematical language like ‘sides’. The children looked around the nursery to find objects 
which were the shape of a circle. They found items like a clock, discs and tyres. We will 
continue our shapes learning next week, both in play and during carpet sessions.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception listened to the story of The Troll by Julia Donaldson and enjoyed 
discussing how the story is split between the two sets of characters (the troll and the pirates) 
and their different searches for goats and treasure. In Drawing Club, the children focused on 
the character of the troll and used adjectives to describe it, then drew their own troll and wrote a 
sentence about it using adjectives to describe different parts of its body.   
 
The story of The Troll also inspired the children to find out more about pirates, and this led to 
fantastic discussions and research opportunities to find out more about what life was like for the 
real pirates. The children discovered there were many famous pirates from long ago, such as 
Blackbeard, and that, although the pirates were mostly men, women were pirates too (including 
the notorious Anne Bonney).   
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children continued to explore the pirate theme and had 
fun painting pictures of treasure islands, making telescopes out of rolled-up paper, designing 
and making pirate ships out of the large construction equipment and designing treasure island 
maps and using them to follow to hunt for treasure. Some of the other interests the children 
pursued included creating a café in the role-play area, using the loose parts to make cheese 
and tomato sandwiches out of carpet samples and milk bottle tops, and making fish and chips 
using the wooden log slices. 
 
In Phonics, the children continued to work on reading and spelling longer words using adjacent 
consonants such as ‘spring’, ‘scooter’ and ‘trailer’. They also learnt to read and spell the tricky 
words ‘come’, ‘some’ and ‘were’.  
 
In Maths, the children continued to explore the numbers 9 and 10, by finding different ways to 
make these numbers using the Numicon, tens frames and the part-whole model. In addition, the 
children explored ordering numbers 1-10 in and out of order and forwards and backwards.  
 
Our Finger Gym activities continued the pirate theme. The children practised their cutting skills 
by creating a treasure island scene, completed handwriting patterns, folded paper to make a 
pirate hat and used the click-together blocks to make a treasure chest.  
 
During Outdoor Adventures, the children talked about different types of wood, noting the 
similarities and differences, and then used saws to cut some Elder into beads, ready to hollow 
out and make into bracelets or necklaces next week.  
 
Finally, after learning more about what life onboard a pirate ship was like, the children 
thoroughly enjoyed learning some pirate-themed songs and eating our version of hardtack 
biscuits and homemade lemonade.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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Inspired by World Book Day last week, the children have been busy creating their own stories 
based on Ed Vere’s character Max. It has been exciting to see the progress in our writing. Our 
class have always had fantastic imaginations and plenty of good ideas! Now, the children are 
also more confident recording their ideas independently. We are all building writing stamina and 
are able to a have a go at creating a longer piece of writing. We are also improving our spelling, 
punctuation and handwriting.   
  
In Phonics, we have recapped all our learning so far. We have assessed every child in school 
to check which graphemes they are confident with and allocated new Bug Club digital books 
based on this assessment. We hope you are finding it easy to access these books at home. 
Please do let anyone in the Year 1 team know if you would like some help. In addition, it is also 
wonderful to share a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books based on your child’s own 
interests. Our class sharing book at the moment is Andy Shepherd’s ‘The Boy Who Grew 
Dragons’ which is making us laugh and sparking some interesting discussions.   
  
In Maths, we have demonstrated accurate measuring skills using rulers. We worked hard to 
remember the unit of measure was called centimetres not metres. The idea that some people’s 
hands might be 15 metres long was a bit worrying! At the end of the week, we solved problems 
involving addition, subtraction and measure. For example, ‘My carrot was 15cm long and then I 
cut off 3cm. How long is it now?’. Next week, we are learning about volume and weight. Baking 
is a great way to apply these skills at home – and the teachers are always happy to test the 
results!   
  
In Science, are continuing to learn about our senses. This week, we focused on our sense of 
hearing. We enjoyed watching a BBC video exploring the structure of the inner ear before going 
on a sound walk around school to record our own observations.  
  
In Computing, we have continued our learning about digital writing by selecting bold, underline 
and italic from the toolbar and seeing the effect on our text. In Design and Technology, we were 
very excited to begin making windchimes using our designs and the skills we have been 
practising. Hopefully, we will have some photos to share with you next week.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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In Maths, Year 2 have completed their unit on money. We finished this piece of learning by 
solving two-step word problems and role playing a shop within the classroom to allow ourselves 
further practise of a ‘real world’ environment. We have now moved onto the unit of height and 
length. We have started this by using a ruler to measure objects within our classroom in 
centimetres, and we then compared these objects against each other in order to describe them. 
 
In English, we have taken on the role of journalists and have been creating our own newspaper 
reports. We have been reporting on a scene within Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 
and we have worked hard to accurately describe the events that took place when Hermione 
was attacked by a troll. 
 
In Design and Technology, we have been researching the history and importance of looms. At 
the end of this topic, we will be creating our own looms to weave a piece of fabric. In 
preparation of this, we experimented with different ways in which we can attached pieces of 
wood to help us find out which method will prove the strongest and most stable. 
 
In PSHE & RHE, we have been discussing our friendships and relationships and how we could 
make the perfect ‘friendship soup’. This activity helped us understand what attributes are valued 
by people and how to form strong friendships.  

 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English, the children took on different roles to debate whether deforestation in the Amazon 
rainforest should be banned. We recapped the different Oracy roles and discussed the 
importance of being respectful and kind whilst sharing our opinions passionately! Our debate 
helped us to consider the viewpoints of others. In particular, we discussed the negative impact 
that banning deforestation would have on the economy as well as for indigenous people. We 
were really impressed with how the children considered both sides of the argument. Many of 
the children concluded that the current rate of deforestation is unsustainable and will have 
disastrous environmental consequences whilst also recognising that a total ban on 
deforestation may not be the ideal solution that they initially thought it would be. The children 
then planned their own persuasive essays, using facts and statistics to back up their viewpoints.  
 
In Guided Reading this week, the children read extracts from the story of Beowulf. Using their 
vocabulary and inference skills, they used clues from the story to see what they could learn 
about Anglo-Saxon life.  
 
In Maths, we have been comparing, ordering and adding lengths. The children have been 
converting measurements to the same unit of length to work more efficiently.   
 
In Science, we made observations about the similarities and differences of a variety of leaves 
and learnt about the features of leaves, such as the veins and lobes. The children worked in 
groups to classify leaves based on different features. We learnt that the function of a leaf is to 
make food for the plant using sunlight. We planned and set up our own fair test investigation to 
find out the effect of removing the leaves from a growing plant. The children made predictions 
and recorded their initial observations and are looking forward to seeing how the plants change 
over time. 
 
In History, we learnt about the spread of Christianity in Britain and compared this is paganism. 
The children labelled a map of the UK to explain how Christianity spread. They also created 
their own storyboard to explain why the Romans left Britain and how this allowed other groups 
to invade.  
 
In an unplugged Computing lesson, the children were introduced to branching databases. They 
continued to develop their understanding of using questions with yes or no answers to group 
collections of objects. They learnt how to arrange these objects in a tree structure and 
continued to think about which attributes the questions related to. 
 
In RE this half term, we are learning to recall key events in the Easter story and understand why 
Jesus’ crucifixion symbolises hope for Christians. To begin our learning, the children used role 
play to act out scenarios where somebody saves the day or rescues a situation. They 
considered how the different characters would be feeling and how their feelings might change.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week in Maths, the children have been learning how to subtract fractions from whole 
numbers. They used their knowledge of mixed numbers and improper fractions to subtract a 
fraction from a whole number. We recapped unit and non-unit fractions before we moved on to 
find non-unit fractions of a quantity. The children understand that they have to divide by the 
denominator and multiply by the numerator. They used this to answer more complex questions.  
 
In English, the children have been continuing with our Carrie’s War unit. We watched the 
beginning of Carrie’s War, focusing on how Carrie and Nick might have been feeling and how 
they were acting. The children then completed some research on how to stay safe during a 
blackout. We will be writing an information leaflet next week.  
 
This week in Science, the children have been exploring circuits. The children spent some time 
experimenting making a bulb work. Some children then moved on to making a complete circuit 
with a buzzer and motor. Finally, they drew their circuits and labelled them using scientific 
vocabulary so if anyone was to make the circuit they knew exactly how to do so.  
 
In Art and Design, we discussed how Gaudi and his architectural style was perceived by the 
critics of the time. There were some great discussions had by the children about how colourful 
and aesthetically pleasing the buildings were, and how these unusual buildings would bring 
tourists in to Barcelona. We also thought about reasons why people would be against Gaudi’s 
architecture.  
 
In Computing, we continued exploring data collection. This week, we spent some time collecting 
data on temperature and sound. The children recorded their data and wrote conclusions about 
what they found. They were surprised to see that temperature of our cupboard was colder than 
the temperature of the cloakroom with the door open! 
 
This week in History, we have understood lots about the Romans. The children have 
understood key terms including empire, civilisation, colony and government. We also explored 
how the invasion of Britain was resisted by the Scots. We discussed the trade links with 
Europe. The children also enjoyed a second history lesson which focused on key events in 
Roman history that caused major change in Britain. They explored the invasion of Julius Caesar 
and the technological advances that the romans introduced.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, we continued to investigate our Agatha Christie mystery. The children 
have many intriguing theories about the case which we are enjoying discussing. Relating this to 
our written work, we considered how newspapers use direct and indirect speech to weave 
quotes into their articles. We discussed the impact of both types of speech and how to combine 
these to help our news articles flow. After that, we looked at how to plan a news article, 
ensuring that we use the specific features this type of text and consider what pieces of 
information our reader would want to know. Next week, we will be writing our final articles and 
presenting these. 
 
In Maths, we have been solidifying our skills when it comes to adding fractions. We have added 
proper, improper and mixed number fractions and finished this week by combining this with a 
game of four-in-a-row. The children have worked tirelessly, progressed brilliantly, and are much 
more confident as a result. 
 
In Computing, we discussed a very important question: ‘How does the internet work?’. The 
children engaged in excellent discussions about routers, protocols, networks, IP addresses, 
messages and packets, even roleplaying different components in the process of sending a 
message via the internet.  
 
In Design and Technology, we began a new unit on the influence of Gabrielle 'Coco' Chanel. 
We began by discussing the use of logos and how brands affect the way we buy. We read 
about Chanel's early life and how this impacted her values and attitudes to fashion. The 
children looked closely at images of women's clothing before, during and after Chanel's most 
influential period and described the differences in these. We considered how changes to the 
comfort, practicality and affordability of clothing, whilst still being fashionable, helped to promote 
equality. 
 
In Geography, we dug deep into the world of plate tectonics. We discussed the movements of 
the plates and the effect these movements can have on nearby countries. We used high level 
vocabulary to describe their effects and placed what we had learned into a real-world context by 
discussing some events that have occurred around the world.  
 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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Some of the girls in Year 6 have been particularly busy this week. On Monday, they attended a 
Bracknell Forest girls’ football tournament and came 3

rd
 overall. Well done! On Wednesday, 

they represented Bracknell Forest in the Berkshire Games netball tournament. Sadly, on this 
occasion, the girls did not come back with any silverware for the trophy cabinet; however, they 
represented the school with pride and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.   
 
During our Maths lessons, Year 6 continued to learn more about measure. Building on from our 
previous week’s focus on metric measures, including conversion, we learnt about different 
types of imperial measurement: understanding how many pounds are in a stone, pints in a 
gallon and inches in a foot etc. The children also practised converting between miles and 
kilometres, as well as other forms of measurement, solving problems related to this 
mathematical area. They also revisited how to calculate area and perimeter of rectilinear 
shapes.   
  
In English, the children wrote an essay discussing who they felt was ultimately responsible for 
the downfall of Macbeth. As a class, we analysed the various characters who contributed 
towards his dramatic change from valiant soldier to murderous tyrant. The children then had to 
decide which one - or more - of these characters they believed was responsible, and explain 
why they thought this in essay form. The children also practiced their essay writing skills in 
History this week. To complete our unit on WWII, the children wrote their answer to the key 
enquiry question: How was the Battle of Britain a significant turning point in British history? 
  
Our Science lesson continued to explore the human body: in particular, the circulatory system. 
This week we learned more about how blood transports oxygen, water and nutrients around the 
body and removes waste gases. The children tried to write different types of enquiry questions 
and answer these using research.   
 
During RE, we discussed the concept of ‘eternity’ and also explored how love is represented 
within the bible. The children read The Parable of the Lost Son alongside quotes from within the 
bible, and discussed their understanding of each section of text.   
 
In French, Year 6 are working on a project related to French life and this week, they started 
making their presentation ready to share with the class either next week or the week after. In 
Music, we continued reading the story we started last week about a man sings to children. The 
children sang a ‘cannon’, trying to use pulse to keep a steady beat.   
 
We played a final hockey tournament during PE this week, in order to be ready for the Bracknell 
Forest tournament some of the children will be taking part in next week. The children have 
really improved their ball handling skills and stick control over the past few weeks but also, their 
team communication has got much better, leading to better positioning and attack/defence 
strategies.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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A message from our local community partner, Sandhurst Cricket Club: 
 

Sandhurst Cricket Club have started a Crowdfunding Campaign as they look to raise funds to 
develop their practice facilities at the club as the club continues to grow. We are looking to get 
the whole community involved in the campaign as we seek to raise £7,000 towards the project 
through our ‘crowd’. The campaign can be found here: 
 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/creating-3rd-net-at-sandhurst-cc-to-support-growth 
 
With Crowdfunding people can either donate towards the project or pledge funds in return for 
specific rewards and we have over 30 on offer. Every reward offers a fantastic deal against the 
usual RRP & there is something for everyone. 
 

 Reduced price meals at the Tamarind Tree (Wokingham), Rose & Crown and The 
Wellington arms 

 Golf at Hartley Wintney, Sherfield Oaks or Windlesham Golf Clubs 

 Vouchers that can be redeemed at Miller & Carter, Harvester, Toby Carvery & more 

 6-month gym membership at énergie fitness 

 Circuit training sessions in the Memorial Park with Martin Salt (Personal Best Personal 
Trainer) 

 Voucher for Colors Hair Salon 

 Voucher for the Sandhurst Gardening Club Trading Hut 

 Tickets to Royal Ascot 

 Facial from the Sandhurst Relaxation Centre 

 Bouncy castle hire for a day 

 Sponsorship opportunities for local businesses 
 
If you are interested in any of the rewards, please visit the Crowdfund page and if you have any 
questions, please contact Simon Hards via sandhurstccchairman@gmail.com.  
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