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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Spring Term: Issue 08 04 March 2022 

 World Book Day 2022 
 
Thank you to everyone (parents/carers included!) for the effort made in creating or sourcing 
costumes! The children all looked fantastic and the outfits prompted some incredible 
discussions about what books the children (and staff) were interested in. Our Reading 
Ambassadors also created a reading hunt around the school for the pupils of Uplands, who all 
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the school to find the clues to spell a word! There are more 
photographs from the day on pages 4, 5 and 6.  

COVID-19 Update 
 
Our Risk Assessment, Key Information for Families, Contingency Plan and poster of key 
information have all been updated and can be located on the Uplands website in the ‘COVID-
19’ dedicated page. If you have any comments or questions, please contact the school office. 

Third best Indoor Athletics team in Berkshire! 
 
Well done to our Year 3/4 Indoor Athletics team, who competed in the Berkshire School Games 
today and finished an incredible third place! The best teams in the county all competed today; 
The children worked so hard for this event and should feel very proud of their achievements.  
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 07.03.2022   Parent & Carer Council meeting—all welcome, 08:50—10:00 

Monday 07.03.2022   Y5/6 Girls’ Football Tournament—info sent 

Wednesday 09.03.2022   Y5/6 Netball Tournament—info sent 

Thursday 10.03.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (away), 15:30 - info to follow 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   BFC Hockey Festival—info to follow 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   UFC Meeting (all welcome), via Zoom, 19:30 

Wednesday 16.03.2022   Y1 History Off the Page visit—info to follow 

Thursday 17.03.2022   YR NCMP visit—letter sent 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS1 assembly 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Y3/4 Musical Extravaganza - 18:15 doors open 

Monday 28.03.2022   Short story competition (‘The Escape’) deadline. Entries to school office 

Tuesday 29.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow  

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow 

Friday 01.04.2022   UFC’s Topsy Turvy day!  

Friday 01.04.2022   End of term (14:00 finish for school and nursery) 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
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Parent and Carer Workshops 
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our workshops on Wednesday 23 
February 2022. Parents and carers attended workshops on spelling and grammar (for KS2); 
spelling and handwriting (for KS1); maths calculations (for KS1 and also KS2); early reading; 
computing; and English in KS2.  
 
All the presentations can now be found on our website. Click here to view. 

Spare shoes appeal 
 
If anyone has any spare pairs of good quality boys shoes (size 11) or girls shoes (size 13), 
please contact office@uplandsberkshire.org. Thank you in advance for your help. 

Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) update 
 
Topsy Turvy Day! Friday 01 April 2022 
More information to follow in a future newsletter, but make sure you save the date! Last year, it 
was ‘Break the Rules Day’, but this year, it will be known as ‘Topsy Turvy Day’—it’s a school 
day, but an unusual one! Pupils will be given a range of choices and different options as well as 
ways they can come to school in a topsy turvy way. More details on this will be released shortly 
to help parents/carers and pupils prepare for the day and know what to expect. 
 
Spring Disco. Friday 22 April 2022: Nursery party in the daytime (session to be 
confirmed), then YR & KS1 15:10—16:45 and KS2 17:00—18:30. There will more information 
to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

Help with discussing the Ukraine crisis 
 
Following on from the letter sent to parents/carers this week, Mr Sherwood spoke on BBC 
Berkshire about how Uplands are supporting pupils to discuss, at an age-appropriate level, the 
crisis in Ukraine. Our Family Support Advisor, Sophia Ahmed, has collated the following sites 
which families may find useful if their child/ren wish to discuss the conflict: 

 ChildNet: https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/  

 Schools week: we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine 

 Newsround: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 

 Childline: https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/ 

 Department of Education: help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-
invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation 

 
As always, we are here to support any family or child who needs us; please reach out if we can 
help in any way, either via office@uplandsberkshire.org or fsa@uplandsberkshire.org 
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Spotlight on… cookery club! 
 
KS1 Cookery Club loved making pancakes this week! 

World Book Day 2022 (cont.) 
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World Book Day 2022 (cont.) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

World Book Day 2022 (cont.) 
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Computing Challenge (February): Results 
 
This month, we had a huge amount of amazing entries for the Computing Challenge. They were 
all so fantastic that we needed to celebrate them in newsletter form! The children created 
relaxing games with detailed sets of instructions, using a huge variety of themes, styles and 
ideas in their game creation.  
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Reading Update! 
 

Short Story Competition – Deadline Monday 28 March 2022.  
Winners announced w/c 25 April.  

Calling all budding authors! We are holding a short story competition. The stimulus and title for 
your story is…  

‘The Escape’ 
 
You can take this story in any direction you like, write it in any style and can handwrite or type it. 
You can illustrate your story if you like but don’t have to. There is no strict word limit but 
remember you are writing a short story rather than a novel so you can get stuck into the story 
quickly and keep your writing snappy! All year groups are welcome to enter and there will be 
prizes for different age groups. Our Reading Ambassadors will be helping to judge other year 
groups but are still welcome to enter for their own age range.  
 
A few tips for writing a short story: 

 Have few (or even just one) central character/s to focus on 

 Start by brainstorming any ideas that come to you – be brave and creative! Then you can 
pick your favourite to include in your writing. 

 Even though it is short, try to have a beginning, a middle and a satisfying end to your story 

 Edit ruthlessly! This means reading back over what you have written and making any 
changes of improvements you can. In a short story, every word counts! 

 Know when to break the rules! Writing is about being creative and it’s your story. Have fun 
and enjoy experimenting with your writing. 

 

Recommended reads: 
If you are looking for recommendations of high-quality books appropriate for your child’s age, 
the following website may be helpful to you. You can choose any year group from early years 
up to Year 6 and you will find a comprehensive list of excellent books specifically chosen for 
pupils of this age. 
Booklists by Age | booksfortopics 
 
We caught up with a few of our pupils to find out what books they have been enjoying: 

 I like the Harry Potter books by JK Rowling. Harry is my favourite character. - James,  Y2 

 I loved ‘The English Roses’ by Madonna - Esmina, YR 

 There are some children’s books about Wonder Woman and we love them! - Sophie and 
Myah, Y2 

 I love the ‘Keeper of the Lost City’ books by Shannon Messenger -  Payton, Y6 

 ‘The Boy at the back of the Classroom’ by Onjali Q. Rauf is the best book I have ever 
read! - Jessie, Y6 

 We have been really enjoying ‘The House of Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson and 
‘Ghost’ by Jason Reynolds in Year 6,’ - Amber, Y6 

 The ‘Geek Girl’ books by Holly Smale really make me laugh! - Grace, Y6 

 ‘The Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho Yen is a really exciting read - Mariam, Y6 

 A book I have really enjoyed recently is ‘The 1,000 year old boy’ by Ross Welford - Ella, 
Y6 

 I am loving ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins - Eddie, Y5 

 I am very stuck into ‘Bad Dad’ by David Walliams - Will, Y5 
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We have had a busy and fun-packed time in Nursery this week! Inspired by pancake day, we 
set up a tuff tray with utensils, flour, water and lemons for the children to explore. They 
thoroughly enjoyed getting messy and feeling the texture of the dough they had created. 
Following on from the children’s interests in horses, we set up a farmyard invitation to play 
based around the book ‘Farmer Duck’; this led to lots of imaginative small world play. The 
children have also enjoyed dinosaur playdough, sand play and lots of muddy puddle jumping.  

 
On Tuesday, we gave the children a special treat of pancakes for snack time. They were 
involved in the whole process, beginning with helping to make the batter. The children worked 
together to add ingredients for our pancake mix and they followed instructions and took turns to 
do each job until the batter was ready to cook. Once the pancakes were made, they then 
served themselves from a variety of different toppings.  
 
In Outdoor Adventures, the children used all of their senses by popping corn on the fire. They 
watched it pop, listened to the sound it was making, smelt it, touched it once it was cooked and 
finally enjoyed tasting it. Whilst the children were watching and waiting for it to cook, they used 
a range of vocabulary to talk about the change they saw happening. The children then had time 
to climb the trees, play and enjoy their hot chocolate. 
 
We loved seeing the children in their World Book Day costumes and celebrating the day with 
them. As part of the day, we read lots of extra stories and watched a video story of ‘Supertato’, 
which the children really enjoyed. We also went around school to take part in the letter trail the 
reading ambassadors had organised. We would like to say a huge well done to Joshua for 
winning the best costume prize! 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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It has been another action-packed week in Reception. On Monday, the children listened to the 
story of ‘Jack and the Flumflum Tree’ by Julia Donaldson, they laughed out loud at the name of 
Granny’s illness, 'Moozles’ and enjoyed predicting how Jack would use the objects Granny had 
given him in her patchwork sack on his adventure to the island of Blowyernose. The story 
inspired the children to write about their own imaginary illness for Granny and how it could be 
cured.   
 
In Phonics, the children have continued to practise reading and spelling ccvcc and cccvc words 
alongside the tricky words, said, do, so like and have.   
 
In Maths, the children explored numbers 9 and 10, finding different ways to represent these 
numbers, how to form the numerals 9 and 10, and comparing the composition of each number. 
  
There was lots of excitement on Tuesday, as the children learnt about why we celebrate 
Pancake Day and its importance in the Christian Calendar. They then listened to and recited 
the Pancake Poem and finally, they had fun making their own pancakes and then eating them; 
there were clean plates all around!  
 
This week’s Finger Gym activities were based around the theme of pancakes and the story of 
Jack and the Flumflum Tree; the children practised their pencil control by completing 
handwriting patterns on a pancake picture, cut out fruit pictures to create a pancake face, made 
playdough boats and concentrated really hard to make a running stitch on a piece of hessian.  
 
Throughout the week, the children have been busy following their own interests during child-
initiated learning time; some of the highlights were making a small world zoo both inside and 
outside, creating paper sculptures, role-playing a birthday party, making a net out of the large 
construction equipment to play tennis, writing sentences and speech bubbles independently 
and enjoying reading books in the class library.  
 
In the story of ‘Jack and the Flumflum Tree’, Jack sails to the island of Blowyernose to collect 
the fruit from the Flumflum tree; on Thursday as part of Reception’s World Book day 
celebrations, they created their own artwork of what they imagined the island to look like. The 
children also had fun completing the school World Book Day scavenger hunt with their buddies. 
 
Despite the rain, the Outdoor Adventures group had a great afternoon on Wednesday, playing 
noughts and crosses using natural materials, watching the earthworms, digging and making 
chocolate soup, drinking hot chocolate and sitting under the tarpaulin and listening to the rain.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week, we enjoyed celebrating World Book Day and were amazed by the children’s 
wonderful costumes and their enthusiasm for their favourite books. We had fun completing a 
book character scavenger hunt, reading books with our friends and designing our own book 
covers. It is lovely to hear the children talking about visiting the local library or sharing books at 
home with their families.   
  
In class, we are continuing to use books by Ed Vere as the basis for our own writing. This week, 
we focused on using the conjunction ‘and’ to extend our sentences. We also used the format of 
‘Max at Night’ to create our own descriptions of Max the cat who was searching for the sun. 
Many of the children suggested looking for the sun at the beach. I think we’re already hoping for 
a hot summer ahead!  
  
In Phonics, we have been learning alternate spellings for the ‘s’ phoneme such as in the words 
‘race’, ‘cycle’ and ‘circle’. Please do remember that you can share digital books at home using 
the Bug Club login in your child’s reading record. These books provide an excellent chance to 
practise phonics together.   
  
In Maths, we have recapped counting in 10s, 2s and 5s. We have also started to explore 
measuring. This week, we were using the vocabulary of length and height including long, short, 
longer, shorter and longest and shortest. We directly compared objects to order them by length 
and height as well as measuring objects using non-standard units such as cubes. Next week, 
we will be using rulers to measure in cms. Maybe this is something you would like to try at 
home first.  
  
In Science, are learning about our senses. This week, we focused on our sense of taste. We 
tested flavours to see what kind of differences our tongues can identify before sorting these 
flavours into sweet and sour. We also found out that different people have different opinions 
and that our class have more Marmite haters than lovers!   
  
In Computing, we have started to use laptops to create and store digital writing. We have been 
exploring the keyboard and learning to use the space bar, enter and backspace keys. We are 
also learning to move the text cursor using the mouse. We have been very impressed by the 
children’s concentration and progress.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have continued the topic of money. This week, we have been using our 
knowledge of coins to find change. During the past two weeks, we have been earning plastic 
coins as a class in preparation for a class shop where we will be able to apply our skills and 
knowledge of money. 
 
In English, we received a letter from The Dream Council. This letter stated that they were 
terminating the Dreamgiver’s employment. In response to this, we wrote persuasive letters to 
The Dream Council to convince them to not fire the Dreamgiver. We had to make sure we used 
all of the techniques we could to ensure our letters were as persuasive as possible. 
 
In Computing, we have been looking at how we can organise data. More specifically, we have 
been using tally charts within the classroom, and studying them in order to answer questions 
about the charts we have created. 
 
In Science, the children started a new topic, Apprentice Gardener. For the next six weeks, we 
are going to be botanists looking at what plants need in order to grow. We started by comparing 
different seeds, then we looked at their colour, size and shape and discussed where seeds 
come from and what sort of plants the seeds might grow into. We have set up a longitudinal 
experiment to compare the rate at which different seeds grow. The children have planted cress, 
tomato, sunflower and runner bean seeds and are all very excited to see what happens to them 
over the next few weeks. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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This week in Guided Reading, we read ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by Lynne Cherry. The children 
made excellent predictions using clues from the front cover and worked with their talk partners 
to summarise different pages of the story. The story gave us an insight into the impact that 
deforestation has on ecosystems in the Amazon rainforest. In our new English unit, we are 
learning to debate whether deforestation in the Amazon rainforest should be banned. With this 
story in mind, we started to explore the impact of deforestation in our English lessons. We 
created some definitions for unfamiliar and challenging deforestation vocabulary, such as 
logging, biodiversity, indigenous, endangered, extinction, agriculture and erosion.  
 
In Maths this week, our key word was ‘equivalent’. The children recognise that 100cm is 
equivalent to 1 metre and that 10mm is equivalent to 1cm and they have been using this 
knowledge to convert lengths. They used bar models and part-whole models to partition to 
ensure that their conversions were accurate and efficient.  
 
In Design and Technology, we explored a variety of lunches from around the world and 
evaluated their nutritional content. The children were presented with a design brief and set to 
work designing their own packed lunches. They selected their ingredients, considering flavour 
and nutritional value as well as planning their presentation to ensure that their lunch looked 
appealing. The children impressed us with their spreading, cutting and slicing techniques whilst 
preparing their lunches on Tuesday and enjoyed eating them together in the classroom. The 
following day, they evaluated their packed lunches against the design brief, considered the 
nutritional content of their packed lunches and compared their creations with one of the lunches 
they studied from around the world.  
 
In History, we started our new unit on the Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots. The children were 
introduced to our key question, which is ‘How did the invasion of the Anglo-Saxons create such 
tensions in Great Britain?’ In our first lesson, we placed the key events on a timeline and 
explored the reasons why the Anglo-Saxons came to Britain.  
 
In Computing, we began our new unit on Branching Databases. We started to explore 
questions with yes or no answers and how these can be used to identify and compare objects. 
The children created their own yes or no questions and used these to split a collection of 
objects into groups.  
 
On World Book Day, the children enjoyed taking part in the book character scavenger hunt 
around the school. We loved seeing all of the children’s costumes and hearing about their 
favourite characters and books! 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, we have continued with our Carrie’s War unit. The children have thought 
carefully about the change in setting that evacuees would have experienced – travelling from 
the city on a train to the countryside. We started off writing down key words and phrases to 
describe the settings in a setting map before writing a setting description. We discussed 
different conjunctions that could be used within our writing to help extend our sentences. The 
children then spent some time editing part of their description to make it the best it could be 
before writing it out again with the corrections. It was great to see the children so motivated with 
this activity to produce the highest standard of work possible. 
 
In Maths, we have continued with fractions. We started off the week exploring fractions greater 
than one. They have started to understand how to make connections between improper and 
mixed numbers. We then used this knowledge to count in fractions using number lines. 
Although this is a difficult concept, the children worked hard and we made good progress. The 
children also learnt how to add and subtract fractions. They understand that if the denominator 
is the same, they just need to add or subtract the numerators and keep the same denominator. 
We explored this concept using different diagrams.  
 
In Art and Design, we explored some architecture. The children looked at different buildings and 
discussed their similarities and differences. They then rearranged some images from the oldest 
building to the newest, giving justifications for their reasons.  
 
The children have been working hard to learn their lines and songs for the Musical 
Extravaganza. We have been so impressed with their work so far, but encouraging the children 
to continue practising these and listening to the songs at home would be greatly appreciated.  
 
We thoroughly enjoyed seeing all the children dressed up for World Book Day and we were 
extremely impressed with their costume efforts.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, we delved deeper both into our Poirot mystery and the features of 
newspaper reports. We discussed the difference between facts and opinions and how this 
distinction can sometimes become blurred in journalism so that the same story can be 
presented in very different ways. We also looked at the difference between passive and active 
voice and how writers can use this to change the emphasis of their sentences. After this, we 
investigated how relative clauses can be used to add extra information into our sentences and 
how commas should be used in these instances. 
 
In Maths, we continued our work on adding fractions, finding equivalent fractions in order to add 
them together. The children have had lots of time to practise the techniques and have started to 
work with mixed and improper fractions in the same question. 
 
In Art and Design, the children used their Art Deco style designs to create a mono print. The 
children experimented with the printing process, refining their technique each time. We certainly 
discovered there is a delicate balance to be found in the amount of paint used! Afterwards, we 
evaluated our work and thought about our successes throughout the unit as well as what we 
had learned. 
 
In Computing, we delved further into the world of computer systems. We looked more in depth 
into how customers make purchases from Argos and what it is that makes it such a customer-
friendly model. We identified inputs, processes and outputs, placing them at different points in 
the chain, from order point to warehouse to collection point.  
 
In Geography, we triangulated our European investigation, looking further into the physical 
features of Mediterranean countries. The children found and labelled these features which 
included mountains, volcanoes, rivers and seas.  
 
The class all showed up in fantastic costumes for World Book Day. In the spirit of the day, they 
helped their Reception buddies with a book-related scavenger hunt around the school 
playgrounds. All involved had a fantastic time!  
 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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Year 6 started a new unit of Maths this week: measure. The children revisited their 
understanding of this term and considered the various ways in which measurement takes place, 
as well as how to select the most appropriate unit of measurement. This week, we are focusing 
on the metric system and how we convert between different units of measurement (e.g., grams 
to kilograms). The children also calculated using metric measures, improving their fluency and 
developing their reasoning and problem skills. During our morning SATs preparation sessions, 
we also revisited nets of shape alongside other areas of the curriculum.   
 
In English this week, we finally finished reading Macbeth and found out what fate awaited our 
fallen hero! Throughout this unit, the children have taken turns reading a variety of characters. 
The Year 6 team have been impressed with how confidently they have read the Shakespearean 
language, as well as decipher its meaning. This week, the children wrote from the perspective 
of Lady Macbeth, considering the tragic events that had taken place and the impact on her 
psyche. Next week, we will be completing our final written task by considering who we think is 
ultimately responsible for the downfall of Macbeth.    
 
During our Science lessons, we explored how our bodies are structured and the different 
systems within them. We identified key bones within our skeletal structure, as well as the 
position of muscles and organs within our body. The children briefly revisited the workings of 
the digestive system before learning about the circulatory system. We researched the 
circulatory system using a variety of secondary sources and then we learnt more about how the 
heart pumps blood through the lungs to oxygenate it so that it can deliver oxygen all around the 
body. Through research, the children also answered a range of questions about the circulatory 
system.   
 
We continued to learn more about our British Values during PSHE/RHE. This week, we focused 
on the Rule of Law, specifically the impact of anti-social behaviour. In French, Year 6 continued 
with their group work by researching an aspect of French life and in Music this week, the 
children focused on maintaining pulse and rhythm by using percussion instruments to 
accompany a song.   
 
Year 6 played hockey again during PE but this week, they focused on gameplay. The children 
worked within their house groups, playing against other houses. Within these matches, the 
children tried to control the ball effectively through moving and manoeuvring their hockey stick. 
They also refereed each other’s matches, developing their understanding of how to effectively 
manage a match.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 
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