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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Spring Term: Issue 07 25 February 2022 

 Parent and Carer Workshops 
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our workshops on Wednesday 23 
February 2022. Parents and carers attended workshops on spelling and grammar (for KS2); 
spelling and handwriting (for KS1); maths calculations (for KS1 and also KS2); early reading; 
computing; and English in KS2. We had lots of positive comments via email and in person—
thank you to everyone for their positivity and support. 

COVID-19 Update 
 
We sent out a letter on Tuesday 22 February to explain that we are awaiting updates and clarity 
on some of the key changes with regard to COVID-19 guidance and law. We are still awaiting 
those updates; please bear with us and we will announce clear guidance as soon as possible. 

Year 3/4 Indoor Athletics 
 
Well done to our Indoor Athletics team who attended the event on Thursday 24 February. Our 
team finished first! This is the first time we have won the Y3/4 Indoor Athletics and we are 
delighted! Well done!  

UFC Cake Sale 
 
Thanks to everyone who came and supported our cake sale—we raised £252! 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Thursday 03.03.2022   World Book Day—dress up as your favourite book character—letter sent 

Thursday 03.03.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30  

Monday 07.03.2022   Parent & Carer Council meeting—all welcome, 08:50—10:00 

Monday 07.03.2022   Y5/6 Girls’ Football Tournament—info sent 

Wednesday 09.03.2022   Y5/6 Netball Tournament—info to follow 

Thursday 10.03.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (away), 15:30 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   BFC Hockey Festival—info to follow 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   UFC Meeting (all welcome), via Zoom, 19:30 

Thursday 17.03.2022   YR NCMP visit—letter sent 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS1 assembly 

Wednesday 16.03.2022   Y1 History Off the Page visit—info to follow 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Y3/4 Musical Extravaganza - 18:15 doors open 

Tuesday 29.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow  

Wednesday 30.03.2022   Parents’/Carers’ Evening—info to follow 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

Competition extended! Get creative 

Monday 28 February! 
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Year 6 camp fire! 
 
Before half term, Year 6 enjoyed an afternoon around the camp fire! Taking a leaf out of 
Reception and Nursery’s Outdoor Adventures activities, Year 6 built and tended to the fire, 
made s’mores and had a lovely time!  

Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) update 
 
Topsy Turvy Day! Friday 01 April 2022 
More information to follow in a future newsletter, but make sure you save the date! Last year it 
was ‘Break the Rules Day’, but this year it will be known as ‘Topsy Turvy Day’—it’s a school 
day, but an unusual one! Pupils will be given a range of choices and different options as well as 
ways they can come to school in a topsy turvy way. More details on this will be released shortly 
to help parents/carers and pupils prepare for the day and know what to expect. 
 
Spring Disco. Friday 22 April 2022: Nursery party in the daytime (session to be 
confirmed), then YR & KS1 15:10—16:45 and KS2 17:00—18:30. There will more information 
to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

Y5/6 Football Team success! 
 
Well done to our Year 5/6 football team who had a cup match this week. Uplands travelled to 
Birch Hill, with the match finishing 2-4 (victory to Uplands) after Uplands were 2-1 down at half 
time. Well done to all the players from both teams for a great match! 
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Book sale (held on Wednesday 23 February 2022) 
 
On Wednesday, our staff and reading ambassadors organised and ran another very successful 
second-hand book sale. It was lovely to see so many families browsing, buying and talking 
about books. We are very pleased and excited to announce that the event raised over £180 for 
our school reading projects this year, which include purchasing specific reading materials for 
our classes as well as the planned refurbishment of our outside classroom and reading area. 
We are so grateful to all who helped support this event. Another book sale will take place 
towards the end of term. 

Easy Fundraising! 
 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
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Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian) asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children.  

Save The Children’s Christmas Jumper Day 
 
We were told this week that we raised £165.30 for Save The Children following last term’s 
Christmas Jumper Day! Well done everyone! 
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Reading Update! 
 

Short Story Competition – Deadline Monday 28 March 2022.  
Winners announced w/c 25 April.  

Calling all budding authors! We are holding a short story competition. The stimulus and title for 
your story is…  

‘The Escape’ 
 
You can take this story in any direction you like, write it in any style and can handwrite or type it. 
You can illustrate your story if you like but don’t have to. There is no strict word limit but 
remember you are writing a short story rather than a novel so you can get stuck into the story 
quickly and keep your writing snappy! All year groups are welcome to enter and there will be 
prizes for different age groups. Our reading ambassadors will be helping to judge other year 
groups but are still welcome to enter for their own age range.  
 
A few tips for writing a short story: 

 Have few (or even just one) central character/s to focus on 

 Start by brainstorming any ideas that come to you – be brave and creative! Then you can 
pick your favourite to include in your writing. 

 Even though it is short, try to have a beginning, a middle and a satisfying end to your story 

 Edit ruthlessly! This means reading back over what you have written and making any 
changes of improvements you can. In a short story, every word counts! 

 Know when to break the rules! Writing is about being creative and it’s your story. Have fun 
and enjoy experimenting with your writing. 

 

Recommended reads: 
If you are looking for recommendations of high-quality books appropriate for your child’s age, 
the following website may be helpful to you. You can choose any year group from early years 
up to Year 6 and you will find a comprehensive list of excellent books specifically chosen for 
pupils of this age. 
Booklists by Age | booksfortopics 
 
We caught up with a few of our pupils to find out what books they have been enjoying: 

 I like the Harry Potter books by JK Rowling. Harry is my favourite character. - James,  Y2 

 I loved ‘The English Roses’ by Madonna - Esmina, YR 

 There are some children’s books about Wonder Woman and we love them! - Sophie and 
Myah, Y2 

 I love the ‘Keeper of the Lost City’ books by Shannon Messenger -  Payton, Y6 

 ‘The Boy at the back of the Classroom’ by Onjali Q. Rauf is the best book I have ever 
read! – Jessie, Y6 

 We have been really enjoying ‘The House of Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson and 
‘Ghost’ by Jason Reynolds in Year 6,’ - Amber, Y6 

 The ‘Geek Girl’ books by Holly Smale really make me laugh! -  Grace, Y6 

 ‘The Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho Yen is a really exciting read -  Mariam, Y6 

 A book I have really enjoyed recently is ‘The 1,000 year old boy’ by Ross Welford - Ella, 
Y6 

 I am loving ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins - Eddie, Y5 

 I am very stuck into ‘Bad Dad’ by David Walliams - Will, Y5 
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It was lovely to welcome all our children back into Nursery this week; we hope you all had a 
great half term. This week, we covered the art table in paper and the children thoroughly 
enjoyed painting all over it. We gave them access to the paint and they were in control of the 
entire process. Each child chose to use the resources in a different way; some squirted the 
paint, some used their hands and some enjoyed colour mixing. On the light box, we provided 
some Kandinsky-inspired loose parts. The children looked at a picture of Kandinsky’s art and 
used pompoms and curtain rings to recreate their own design. This led to lots of discussions on 
colours and shapes. The children also got messy with lavender gloop, adding more or less 
cornflour and water until they were happy with the consistency.   
 
In our phonics learning, our sound of the week was “n”. After recapping previously learnt 
sounds, the children practised saying our new sound, and thought of lots of words beginning 
with it. In Maths, we have been working on number recognition and representation up to 5. The 
children used number mats to count the right amount of pompoms for each of the numbers. We 
then extended the children’s learning by seeing how many ways we could make the number 
four using different numicon amounts; we found 3.  
 
Remember it is World Book Day next Thursday 03

 
March; we can’t wait to see all the children in 

their costumes and to celebrate the joy of books with them.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception listened to the story of ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’ and enjoyed joining 
in with the repetitive refrains and discussing different parts of the story, including why George 
the giant was kind giving his new clothes away to help the animals solve their problems. The 
children noticed that George’s old gown at the beginning of the story was not like anything they 
would wear today and this led to the children becoming interested in what people might have 
worn long ago.  
 
In Literacy, the children drew pictures of George and thought of a sentence to go with their 
picture. We are pleased that so many of the children are beginning to use their phonic 
knowledge effectively when attempting to spell.  
 
In Phonics, the children have been learning to read and spell words with adjacent consonants in 
them, such as black and nest; these types of words are quite tricky to blend and segment and 
they have really worked hard at tuning in and hearing all the phonemes in the words.  
 
Our maths lessons focused on the composition of numbers 6, 7 and 8. The children practised 
using practical manipulatives to create their number bonds for 6, 7 and 8 and then represented 
these on a tens frame and a part-whole model  
 
As usual, during child-initiated learning time, the children have been busy following their own 
interests and leading their own learning journey. Some of the highlights were creating some 
amazing pictures using sticks and stones, experimenting with colour mixing and trying to make 
silver and grey, working collaboratively to design and make different shelters, using the large 
construction equipment, making small world maps using the small building bricks and animals 
and exploring the different sounds that can be made on different sized tin cans.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week in English, we have been sharing stories by Ed Vere including Max the Brave and 
Max and Bird. We enjoying watching the author reading his own work on YouTube and 
remembered that we are also getting better at reading our own work aloud.  
 
In Maths, we have recapped our understanding of place value and practised counting in 2s. We 
joined in with counting songs and used a range of practical resources . 
 
In Computing, we learnt to log on to the laptops and explored using a keyboard. We were able 
to find and use the backspace, enter and spacebar keys. We have also started a Design and 
Technology project on windchimes and an Art and Design unit about self portrait. We are 
looking forward to another exciting half term together. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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In Maths, Year 2 have begun the topic of money. We have been recognising coins and notes, 
describing them and comparing them with each other to identify how we could tell them apart. 
We have enjoyed playing pound and pence bingo ensuring we are correctly placing the ‘£’ and 
‘p’ symbols. 
 
In English, we have started the of topic of The Dreamgiver. We began by looking at a picture of 
The Dreamgiver and seeing what inferences and predictions we could make about his 
character. We then watched a short clip of the start of the story and attempted to make 
accurate predictions as to what may happen next in the story. We have been working on using 
expanded noun phrases to describe the characters and events in the story. 
 
In Geography, our topic for this half term is all about the United Kingdom. We have started this 
topic by looking at the countries and capital cities that make up the UK and played ‘pin the 
country/city on the UK’ to see if we can correctly place them. To aid us in locating the countries 
and cities, we needed to understand how atlases work to use them effectively. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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It’s been a busy week in Year 3! It is currently Fairtrade Fortnight and we were lucky enough to 
have a visit from the Co-op. We learnt about how the choices we make as consumers have an 
impact on people all around the world and how the Fairtrade system of certification helps to 
improve fairness for those involved in the production process as well as developing more 
sustainable and environmentally friendly practices. The children asked some excellent 
questions and thoroughly enjoyed taste testing the Fairtrade goodies! Thank you so much to 
the Co-op! 
 
In Geography, we learnt about the formation of glaciers and how this determines their location 
in Europe as well as how the location of glaciers changes over time. We watched a simulation 
to see how the glaciers in the Alps have advanced and retreated over the last 120,000 years 
throughout the last glacial cycle. We then got to video call a Palaeoclimatologist from Royal 
Holloway University and she was blown away by the children’s use of key words such as 
compression, snowpack, firn and precipitation. The children asked our glacier expert some 
fantastic questions and were fascinated to learn about how drastically glaciers have changed 
over time.  
 
In Maths, the children used different pieces of equipment to measure length in millimetres, 
centimetres and metres. They even used trundle wheels and metre sticks to mark out the length 
of the longest snake to ever be held in captivity, which is 7m and 67cm or the same length as 
roughly six Year 3 children!  
 
In English, the children took part in a dictionary treasure hunt to help refine their dictionary skills 
before editing their adventure stories for accuracy and effectiveness. The children then 
performed an extract of their story to the class, using volume, tone and action to bring their 
stories to life.  
 
In Science, the children created a graphic organiser to show what they already know about the 
different parts of flowering plants. They started to think about the functions of each part by 
considering what might happen to the plant if different parts were missing. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

In Maths, we have continued with Fractions. The children have been practising how to work out 
equivalent fractions. We spent some time exploring different diagrams and working out the odd 
one out. We moved on to looking at fractions greater than 1. The children have been practising 
how to write improper and mixed number fractions. 
 
We completed our introductory English lesson on Carrie’s War. The children spent some time 
exploring the front cover and blurb of the book before writing their predictions of the story. We 
then read chapter 1 together and completed some VIPER style questions.  
 
In Science, we started off our unit on Electricity. We explored lots of different pictures and 
worked out how they can be grouped. We discussed how different electrical items can be 
powered whether that be main electricity, batteries or solar powered.  
 
In History, we started looking at the invasion of Britain by the Romans and the impact it had. 
The children explored different events during this time and what else was happening in the 
world. We also discussed different Roman features locally including the Devil’s Highway and 
the remains of the temple at Waltham St. Laurence.  
 
In PE this week, Year 4 have been introduced to playing hockey. We focused on ball control, a 
variation of passing and basic movement. Confidence levels grew as the lesson progressed 
which resulted in a mini game being played. Both teams had to think about different strategies 
to be successful in the game.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English this week, Year 5 have transformed into detectives! Armed with their own notepad 
and optional Poirot-inspired moustache, the children have been investigating a very curious 
case based on an Agatha Christie novel. We have applied this to looking at newspaper reports 
and how journalists convey information to their readers. The children have looked carefully at a 
range of newspaper articles and picked out the key features of these, as well as considering the 
purpose of each. We then closely read an example newspaper article about our particular 
mystery and looked at the language conventions used in this.  
 
In Maths, we deepened our understanding of fractions and worked on adding them together. 
We found equivalent fractions in order to effectively deal with them and even ventured into 
using our skills to answer tricky reasoning questions. 
 
In Computing, we discussed what a system is and how we can explain various digital systems. 
The children identified the input, process and output of a variety of systems and talked about 
how we could change them for different applications. We then looked in more detail at the 
Amazon locker system and how that works, tracking it from the consumer input to the delivery 
and collection of their parcels (system output). 
 
In Geography, the class acquainted themselves with the Greek islands. We identified their 
position in Europe and referenced important locations, the Prime Meridian, the Tropics, and 
lines of latitude and longitude. 
 
In Art and Design, the children recapped their knowledge of the Art Deco movement. They then 
began designing their own idea for an Art Deco print, refining this to ensure it was true to this 
particular style of simple, geometric and streamlined images that are pleasing to the eye. Next 
week, we will be using mono printing techniques to turn these designs into real prints. 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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We hope you enjoyed a restful half term. The children have come into back into class full of 
energy and ready to learn, getting straight back into work. This week in Maths, we finished off 
our Algebra unit of work by learning about the difference between expressions, equations and 
formulae. The children used this knowledge to help find the value of letters and solve equations. 
We will revisit this area of Maths later again in the year.   
 
This week, we have spent lots of time reading in English. We continued with Macbeth, finding 
out what actually happened to Banquo and thinking about what the repercussions of this might 
be for Macbeth in the future. We then dramatised the scene where Banquo’s ghost haunts 
Macbeth during the feast he should have attended. We also read on to where Macbeth seeks 
out the three weird sisters in order to discover what will happen to him next. We used the 
famous section of the text, ‘Double, double, toil and trouble’, to write our own spell using 
rhyming couplets and Shakespearean-style language. We also spent time thinking about how to 
approach VIPERS questions about what we have read.    
 
During Geography, we continued to think about what natural resources can be found within 
Europe and how they are distributed. In groups, the children researched a natural resource 
(e.g. coal, solar energy, gas, hydropower etc.) and looked at where it could be found and 
whether it was a renewable or non-renewable resource. The children found out how this 
resource was traded and its impact on the economy of the country that it came from.   
 
During their PE lesson this week, Year 6 revisited hockey, initially focusing on their ball skills 
(controlling the ball, as well as passing and receiving) and then quickly moving on to game play, 
first playing 2 v 2 then 4 v 4. The children were excited to be using our brand new hockey sticks 
and balls and thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

What have we been learning in Year 6? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 
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