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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Spring Term: Issue 06 11 February 2022 

 Children’s Mental Health Week 
 
Across Thursday 10 February 2022 and Friday 11 February, our school celebrated Children’s 
Mental Health Week, and took part in a number of wellbeing and mental health activities. There 
are more photos on page 13. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed! We feature in the Pride of Bracknell video from 2019—you can watch here. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://prideofbracknell.com/nominate/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SyE9lYoZP0&t=55s
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 21.02.2022   Inset day—school and nursery closed for staff training/development 

Tuesday 22.02.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (away), 14:45 

Wednesday 23.02.2022   Parent and Carer Workshops, 18:00-19:30—letter sent 

Thursday 24.02.2022   Y3/4 Athletics—info to follow 

Thursday 24.02.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30 

Thursday 03.03.2022   World Book Day—dress up as your favourite book character—letter sent 

Thursday 03.03.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30  

Monday 07.03.2022   Parent & Carer Council meeting—all welcome, 08:50—10:00 

Wednesday 09.03.2022   Y5/6 Netball—info to follow 

Thursday 10.03.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (away), 15:30 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   BFC Hockey Festival—info to follow 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   UFC Meeting (all welcome), via Zoom, 19:30 

Thursday 17.03.2022   YR NCMP visit—letter sent 

Wednesday 23.03.2022   Reverend Castle KS1 assembly 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would 
speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you 
do so, via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste 
and unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Congratulations are in order! 
 
We would like to say a huge well done to two of our Year 6 pupils who both gained offers of 
places at secondary schools with scholarships! We know how hard these two pupils have been 
working, both in school and out of school, and we are very proud of their efforts!  

Thanks to Brenda’s Schoolwear 
 
We were entered into a random draw and won a set of school sports hoodies from Brenda’s, 
our school uniform supplier, for wearing at tournaments! Two of our pupils wrote thank you 
letters to Brenda’s, which was a lovely touch and much appreciated!  
 
Dear Mr Optix, 
 
Thank you for sending us the jumpers and I predict that, in the future, they will be used with 
pride and I am sure the students will be proud to wear them. Our ideas on when to use them 
are when we are doing PE lessons outside and when we go to sports tournaments. We would 
like to send a big thank you to you and we are very grateful for the chance of winning this prize.  
 
Harriet 
 
Dear Mr Optix,  
 
Thank you very much for choosing Uplands Primary School and Nursery for this fantastic lottery 
prize of free kit. The hoodies with our Uplands logo on will come in extremely handy for sports 
events, tournaments and other such activities. We really appreciate this for our school and, 
even though it’s just a jumper, it can help us gain even more respect at these events and help 
to make pupils feel smarter and united wearing the Uplands jumper. They will also help to keep 
us nice and warm in the winter months too.  
 
Thank you again for this; it is much appreciated and they will be well looked after and cared for 
greatly. 
 
Khan  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Badminton Festival 
 
Well done to our Y3/4 badminton team, who enjoyed a fun afternoon of games and activities at 
Edgbarrow with other local schools.   

Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) update 
 
Topsy Turvy Day! Friday 01 April 2022 
More information to follow in a future newsletter, but make sure you save the date! Last year it 
was ‘Break the Rules Day’, but this year it will be known as ‘Topsy Turvy Day’—it’s a school 
day, but an unusual one! Pupils will be given a range of choices and different options as well as 
ways they can come to school in a topsy turvy way. More details on this will be released shortly 
to help parents/carers and pupils prepare for the day and know what to expect. 
 
Spring Disco. Friday 22 April 2022: Nursery party in the daytime (session to be 
confirmed), then YR & KS1 15:10—16:45 and KS2 17:00—18:30. There will more information 
to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Reading Update! 

What have our reading ambassadors been doing this term? 
Our wonderful reading ambassadors have been running daily lunchtime reading sessions for 
our pupils. These are tailored to different ages and allow children a chance to read quietly or 
have a story read to them. In some sessions, the reading ambassadors run workshops, in 
which the pupils who attend can take part in a reading activity, such as drawing a favourite 
character or setting.  
 
Our reading ambassadors also run Book Swap, which takes place every Monday lunchtime. 
Children are welcome to bring in a book from home that they no longer want to keep and swap 
it for another. We have a fantastic selection of titles and our reading ambassadors are on hand 
to support and guide children in their choices. 
 
The team have also been planning reading assemblies for the school, as well as coming up 
with fundraising ideas and activities for World Book Day. 
 

Book sale – Wednesday 23 February 2022 
We will be having a book sale straight after school on the above date with a wide range of good
-quality, second-hand books and some new titles available. This will take place on the junior 
playground. 
 

World Book Day – Thursday 03 March 2022 
Your child will be invited to attend school in a book-inspired costume on this day. Further details 
can be found in the letter sent home to families about World Book Day. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Reading Update! (cont.) 
 

Short Story Competition – Deadline Monday 28th March 2022.  
Winners announced w/c 25th April.  

Calling all budding authors! We are holding a short story competition. The stimulus and title for 
your story is…  

‘The Escape’ 
 
You can take this story in any direction you like, write it in any style and can hand write or type 
it. You can illustrate your story if you like but don’t have to. There is no strict word limit but 
remember you are writing a short story rather than a novel so you can get stuck into the story 
quickly and keep your writing snappy! All year groups are welcome to enter and there will be 
prizes for different age groups. Our reading ambassadors will be helping to judge other year 
groups but are still welcome to enter for their own age range.  
 
A few tips for writing a short story: 

• Have few (or even just one) central character/s to focus on 

• Start by brainstorming any ideas that come to you – be brave and creative! Then you can 
pick your favourite to include in your writing. 

• Even though it is short, try to have a beginning, a middle and a satisfying end to your story 

• Edit ruthlessly! This means reading back over what you have written and making any 
changes of improvements you can. In a short story, every word counts! 

• Know when to break the rules! Writing is about being creative and it’s your story. Have fun 
and enjoy experimenting with your writing. 

 

Recommended reads: 
If you are looking for recommendations of high-quality books appropriate for your child’s age, 
the following website may be helpful to you. You can choose any year group from early years 
up to Year 6 and you will find a comprehensive list of excellent books specifically chosen for 
pupils of this age. 
Booklists by Age | booksfortopics 
 
We caught up with a few of our pupils to find out what books they have been enjoying: 

• I like the Harry Potter books by JK Rowling. Harry is my favourite character.- James, Y2 

• I loved ‘The English Roses’ by Madonna – Esmina, YR 

• There are some children’s books about Wonder Woman and we love them! by    Sophie 
and Myah, Y2 

• I love the ‘Keeper of the Lost City’ books by Shannon Messenger – Payton, Y6 

• ‘The Boy at the back of the Classroom’ by Onjali Q. Rauf is the best book I have ever 
read! – Jessie, Y6 

• We have been really enjoying ‘The House of Chicken Legs’ by Sophie Anderson and 
‘Ghost’ by Jason Reynolds in Year 6,’ – Amber, Y6 

• The ‘Geek Girl’ books by Holly Smale really make me laugh! – Grace, Y6 

• ‘The Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho Yen is a really exciting read – Mariam, Y6 

• A book I have really enjoyed recently is ‘The 1,000 year old boy’ by Ross Welford – Ella, 
Y6 

• I am loving ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins - Eddie, Y5 

• I am very stuck into ‘Bad Dad’ by David Walliams - Will, Y5 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/key-stage-book-lists
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT 
see your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective 
users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 

Reading Update! (cont.) 
 
Reading challenge completed! 
Congratulations to these avid Year 3 readers who have very impressively already finished their 
reading challenge for the year! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?q=uplands&cat=cause-autosuggest
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Spotlight on… clubs this term 
 
We are enjoying having our clubs back! Here are some photos from one of our latest clubs—
darts club and art club! This week, Beni got a bullseye in darts club! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Celebration Assembly from Spring Week 05 
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Children’s Mental Health Week (cont.) 
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This week in Nursery, we based our activities around the theme ‘growing together’, as part of 
Children’s Mental Health Week. Our book corner was filled with books which help children to 
understand their emotions. We had lots of discussions about how important it is to share 
feelings and talk to adults or our friends if we have any worries. The children had a chance to 
think about how things grow by helping to plant some seeds in the garden. We discussed what 
the seeds would need to germinate and thought about how even though we wouldn’t be able to 
notice the growth straight away, the seeds were still growing. The children will take 
responsibility for watering the pots and planting them out when the peas grow big enough.  
 
Our playdough table had a sparkly theme this week, taking inspiration from the book ‘Rainbow 
Fish’. After reading the story, the children had a go at making their own fish using the 
playdough and shiny scales. They extended their learning by cutting the shiny fabric to the size 
they needed for their creations. On the art table, we set up some observational daffodil painting, 
using real daffodils as inspiration. The children also learnt about the stages the daffodil bulb 
goes through before we see the plant flower. To help the children practise mindfulness and 
taking a moment to be calm, we enjoyed a yoga session together. They concentrated so well to 
follow what was being asked of them by getting into the correct poses.  
 
In our sounds learning, we recapped previous sounds by playing games to consolidate the 
children’s learning. We then focused on our sound of the week ‘i’. The children found it quite 
tricky to think of words beginning with ‘i’ as the initial sound, but we did have some brilliant ones 
like ‘indigo’. For our group activity, the children played a game in pairs called ‘adjust the 
volume’. They worked together and using the same instrument, took it in turns to be in control of 
the volume. They played their instruments louder or quieter, depending on if the volume was up 
high or low. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception have enjoyed learning about the Winter Olympics. They learnt about the 
different sports at the Winter Olympics and discussed why these sports take place in the winter 
rather than the summer and were fascinated as to why the games have only been held in the 
Northern Hemisphere rather than the Southern Hemisphere. The children then used the globe 
and world map to locate the host country of China.  
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children continued to be engaged in activities related to 
the Olympics including creating ice skating dances, designing and making small world skiers, 
which they then took outside and made ski jump tracks using the guttering and planks and 
pretended to play ice hockey. The Olympics was only a small part of the amazing exploration 
and learning during child-initiated learning time this week, as the children continued to follow 
their own interests; some of the highlights were creating their own storybooks, using the 
magnifying glasses and binoculars to look closely at the materials in the garden, using the big 
box Mrs. Chicken had given the class and turning it into different props for their role play, such 
as a boat complete with a picnic lunch, an animal park and a bed. Mrs Crawford kindly gave the 
Reception staff some daffodils and these inspired some of the children to get the paints out and 
paint pictures of them; it was lovely to listen to the children discuss how to make green for the 
stems and how they could make different types of yellow and orange by adding white and 
red. The children also used the big outside construction resources to design and make a 
submarine and a car complete with a fuel pump.  
 
In Maths, we continued to explore the numbers 6, 7 and 8 by looking at the composition of 
these numbers, which led to a further learning opportunity for the children to learn about double 
numbers, such as double 3 make 6 and double 4 make 8. The children also found 1 more and 1 
less than 6, 7 and 8 and learnt how to form these numerals.   
 
This week’s phonics lessons have revised the digraphs ai, ee, igh and oa and the children have 
practised reading and spelling words and sentences using these sounds.   
 
In Literacy, the children listened to the story of Ruby’s Worry and discussed how Ruby’s worry 
went away once she had talked it through with a friend. The children then talked through what 
makes them happy and sad and then created a drawing of something which makes them 
happy.  
 
Finally, on Thursday, the children enjoyed participating in wellbeing activities and they 
especially enjoyed joining in with Cosmic Kids yoga, completing some mindfulness colouring 
and singing our favourite action songs.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week, we participated in Children’s Mental Health Week, the theme of which was ‘Growing 
Together’. We welcomed the children wearing non-uniform including their green or flowery 
clothes. In class, we considered the ways in which we can have healthy minds and bodies and 
the people who support our growth. Using a video from ‘Place2Be’, we drew hot air balloons to 
record some of the people who help us to lift off! We also took part in yoga, skillfully led by Mrs 
Khamisani. We have made links with our school values and with our PSHE and RHE topic of 
Friendships. If you would like to find out more, there is lots of information on the website   
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk. 
  
In addition, we have been very busy with lots of other learning. In English, we produced creative 
writing based on ‘The Bed Book’ by Sylvia Plath. We used the structure of this poem alongside 
our own imagination to record and share our own unique ideas. Towards the end of the week, 
we also took time to edit and improve our writing. We discussed how the editing process is an 
important part of writing for real poets and authors. Finally, we really liked sharing our poems 
with our friends. The Year 1 team were very impressed by how much more clearly and 
confidently the children are able to read their own work aloud.   
  
In Phonics, we have been learning alternate spellings for ‘air’ and ‘ear’. These have included 
‘are’ as in ‘scare’ and ‘share’ and ‘ear’ as in ‘pear’ and ‘bear’. We have also read and spelled 
with ‘eer’ as in ‘cheer’ and ‘ere’ as in ‘here’. The children are continuing to grow in confidence 
with their phonic knowledge which is really assisting their reading and writing.  
  
In Maths, we continued learning about numbers to 50. We have enjoyed singing counting in 10s 
songs including Jack Hartmann and Scratch Garden songs both of which are available on 
YouTube. We have practised finding one more or one less than any number to 50. We have 
also compared and ordered numbers less than 50. When we return after half term, we will be 
counting in 2s and 5s starting from 0.   
  
In Geography, we concluded our topic on London and in Computing, we demonstrated our 
coding expertise by deliberating adding ‘bugs’ to our 2GO algorithms before challenging a 
friend to fix our code.   
  
In Science, we reflected on our boat building experiences before creating collages to show 
different materials and their properties. When discussing their choices of material, the children 
were using lots of scientific language from this topic; for example, transparent, opaque, shiny, 
dull, rough and smooth. We wonder how many different materials the children can spot out and 
about in half term. How are these materials being used and why might they be appropriate for 
this purpose? We also wonder which material would be best for building a den. If anyone wants 
to test this idea, we would love to hear about it. 
  
We wish everyone a lovely half term and look forward to being back together again soon.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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In Maths, Year 2 have moved on to looking at 3D shapes. We have been counting the number 
of vertices, edges and faces on these shapes and sorting them shapes into groups based on 
their properties. Using templates of nets, we were able to cut out and glue pieces of paper to 
create different 3D shapes. We then wrote facts about these shapes’ properties on their 
different faces. 
 
In English, we have completed and have edited our villain stories. To improve our writing, we 
have used thesauruses to up-level the vocabulary we have used and have read our stories to 
each other in small groups to see if we can support our peers in improving their work.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, and as it is Children’s Mental Health Week, we have focused on being kind 
to each other and celebrating our individuality within a wider team. With this in mind, we have 
been giving our peers anonymous compliments throughout the week on post-it notes. We then 
collated these and completed a set of statements that spoke about how we view ourselves. On 
Thursday, we also wore green and flowers to celebrate ‘Growing Together’. 
 
In Art and Design, we created our own art exhibition, where we put our Richterova-inspired 
sculptures on display for our class mates. We then were able to appreciate and critique the 
sculptures created by our friends, praising things that went well and suggesting areas of 
improvement.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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On Thursday, as part of Children’s Mental Health Week, we took part in a range of mental 
wellbeing and mindfulness activities and reflected on the importance of looking after our mental 
health. To begin with, we spent time exploring an emotions map to help us understand how to 
judge whether our feelings and behaviours are appropriate and proportionate. After discussing 
the importance of ‘building ourselves up’, the children spent time reflecting on and recording the 
things that they are good at and like about themselves. We also learnt about the importance of 
self-care techniques, including resting, hobbies and spending time with friends and families. As 
a class, we did some mindfulness doodling, meditation and spent time sharing stories with each 
other. We talked about how each of these simple self-care techniques made us feel. In the 
afternoon, the children worked in groups to create a Public Service Announcement to tell other 
children at Uplands who they can speak to if they want support or advice about their mental 
health or if they are worried about someone else’s mental wellbeing. We finished off the day 
with some Cosmic Yoga and a class discussion to debate the relationship between physical 
exercise and mental wellbeing.  
 
In English this week, the children continued writing their Amazon adventure stories. They were 
challenged with using a variety of different language features to write a suspenseful build up, 
action-packed climax and a satisfying resolution that showed character development. Once 
they had finished writing, they enjoyed sharing their favourite parts with each other. The 
children have worked so hard on these extended pieces of writing and should be really proud of 
the exciting adventure stories they have produced.  
 
In Maths, we moved on to Data Representation. We started the week off with a recap of how to 
use tally charts and then moved on to representing data in pictograms, bar charts and tables. 
The children interpreted information from pictograms and bar charts and answered questions 
relating to the data. They also used information from tables to answer two-step problems.  
 
In Science, the children carried out the investigations that they planned last lesson to find out if 
our bodies affect how well we can do things. They wrote a conclusion to summarise their results 
and explain how they could have improved their investigations.   
 
In Computing, the children used sequence, selection and repetition in their programming on 
Scratch. They created algorithms for different regular polygons, using the key press command 
to start each polygon with a different letter. We are so impressed with the children’s algorithm 
writing and debugging skills and look forward to learning more about programming in the 
summer term.  
 
On Friday afternoon, the children got to meet Miss Aslett’s dog, Norman, as part of their class 
reward. The children enjoyed petting their furry visitor and taking him on a walk around the 
school grounds! 
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This week in Maths, we have finished exploring area of shapes. The children understand what 
area is and how to calculate this. We moved on to working out reasoning and problem-solving 
questions to compare different areas of shapes. It would be great if your child could continue to 
practise their times tables over half term. We then started to explore fractions. We discussed 
some key vocabulary – numerator, denominator, unit fractions and non-unit fractions. The 
children worked extremely hard and we made good progress with our first couple of lessons on 
this new topic.  
 
In English, we have continued to use ‘The Boy who Grew Dragons’ as a stimulus for our writing. 
We looked at some different newspaper articles and then discussed the features of a 
newspaper report. We focused on the difference between direct and reported speech. Our 
newspaper report was based on the first sighting of the dragon within a local town. We started 
off by planning together before the children created their own plan. We then moved on to writing 
the report.  
 
In Computing, the children enjoyed putting all their Turtle Logo knowledge together to create 
different shapes, filled with colours and labelled with different names.  
 
As it was Children’s Mental Health Week this week, we spent some time completing some 
different wellbeing activities. We spent some time ‘building ourselves up’. We discussed how 
sometimes we might have worries that aren’t about things going on around us but about 
ourselves – Are we good enough? I feel as if I failed. The children spent some time completing 
positive self-talk. They thought about all the positive things about themselves. We also 
completed some mindfulness pattern drawings focusing on the shapes they were making.  
 
The children have now received their songs list for our Music Extravaganza. It would be great if 
the children could look at these over half term and begin to listen to the songs and learn the 
words. 
 
We are sad to see two members of Year 4 leaving today; however, we wish them the best of 
luck on their news adventures. We know they will continue to excel at their new schools and we 
will miss them lots.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, we drew our work on nomes to a close. Our final task was to write an 
exciting plot imagining our nome tribe found themselves in a perilous situation around the 
school grounds. On Monday, we began by brainstorming ideas for potential exciting situations 
for our nomes, such as almost getting discovered by a human, being chased by a squirrel or 
becoming trapped in a locker or cupboard. The children then chose their favourite and, using a 
model text to inspire them, planned how they would build up the tension and suspense in their 
piece. We then spent the next few days writing and editing an extended piece about our nomes' 
adventures and making sure we included all of the devices we have used this term to make our 
writing engaging and exciting for our reader. 
 
In Maths, we continued to develop our understanding of fractions. The class used different 
methods to find equivalent fractions, comparing them with others by using a couple of key rules. 
We ensured that we had either a common denominator or numerator before comparing, then 
progressed to sequencing a wider selection of fractions in multi-step problems. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed what a family is and what children require from a family. We 
talked about different kinds of families and how each and every one is deserving of respect. We 
then discussed and ordered some of the things a family can give us in order of importance, 
such as love, security and stability.  
 
In History, we finished off our unit on Early Islamic Civilisations by creating knowledge 
organisers. These documents compiled everything we’ve discussed this term about Baghdad, 
the silk road and the impact on the wider world. This prompted some great discussions and a 
much better understanding of the effects that are still seen to this day of these early 
civilisations. 
 
In Art and Design, we found out about an influential ceramics designer, Clarice Cliff, who was a 
key part of the Art Deco movement. We learned about Cliff's life and career and studied her 
different pieces. We discussed the used of smooth lines,  simple, geometric designs and bold 
colour choices. The children chose their favourites to inspire them in designing their own Art 
Deco style ceramics design. 
 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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Year 6 have had a great half term! The children have worked hard across the curriculum and 
are all looking forward to a well-earned break. In Maths this week, we have completed our unit 
on percentages and started to look at basic algebra; in particular, function machines. We will 
continue with algebra after half term.  
 
During our English lessons, we reviewed clauses and how good writing needs to include a 
variety of sentence types/lengths, as well as lots of descriptive detail. This week the children 
planned and wrote the murder/attempted murder of Banquo by Macbeth. The children aimed to 
create atmosphere as well as tension, by using the environment to foreshadow events. I am 
looking forward to reading all of their work.    
 
In History, the children looked at a selection of propaganda used by Britain during WWII to 
promote the importance of ‘keeping mum’ and not wasting items that could be used to support 
the war effort. We also reviewed and discussed how Hitler used images within Nazi propaganda 
to brainwash the German population into thinking Jews were evil. The children then chose a 
piece of propaganda to analyse independently, thinking about its impact and effect.  
  
This week in RE, we explored the concept of ‘eternity’ and how this relates to Christian beliefs. 
We started by thinking about whether anything is really eternal and asked ourselves what might 
last forever and what might not, before narrowing down the timeframe to our lifetime. The 
children then watched a short clip of a traditional Christian wedding and how the vows 
exchanged include ‘til death us do part’. We then discussed what this might mean and why the 
ceremony is represented by the giving and receiving of a ring.   
 
During their PE lesson this week, Year 6 took part in an inter-house dodgeball tournament, in 
which Cervus were the worthy winners! Well done Cervus. We also managed to watch all of the 
Geography presentations this week. The children presented their work about the natural 
resources within a European country confidently and articulately.   
 
On Friday, Y6 were very sad to say goodbye to one of their classmates and so we set up a 
campfire and toasted some marshmallows before exchanging memories of our time together. 
We wish her and her family all the best for their new home.   
 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 
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