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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Spring Term: Issue 05 04 February 2022 

 Uplands Fundraising Community update 
 
Please note some changes to the dates communicated in last week’s newsletter. Apologies for 
any confusion: 
 
Cake Sale: Friday 11 February 2022, after school 
There will be small cake sale stands across the school for different year groups:  

• Reception, Year 1 and Year 2: playground by Year 2 classroom 

• Nursery: In the main playground just outside the wooden nursery fence 

• Year 3 and Year 4: In the gazebo area 

• Year 5 and 6: In the outside classroom 
 
Cake prices are 3 for £1.00. However, we will need cake donations from our lovely parent/carer 
community to make this event work! Cake donations should be brought in to the main school 
office on the morning of Friday 11 February, and should avoid allergens such as nuts. 
Cupcakes and similar individual cakes/cookies are recommended. We’d love to see your 
creative flair, so get baking! All proceeds will go towards enhancing our reading provision.  
 
CHANGE OF DATE AND NAME 
Topsy Turvy Day! Now Friday 01 April 2022 
More information to follow in a future newsletter, but make sure you save the date! Last year it 
was ‘Break the Rules Day’, but this year it will be known as ‘Topsy Turvy Day’—it’s a school 
day, but an unusual one! Pupils will be given a range of choices and different options as well as 
ways they can come to school in a topsy turvy way. More details on this will be released shortly 
to help parents/carers and pupils prepare for the day and know what to expect. 
 
CHANGE OF DATE 
Spring Disco. Now Friday 22 April 2022: Nursery party in the daytime (session to be 
confirmed), then YR & KS1 15:10—16:45 and KS2 17:00—18:30. There will more information 
to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 08.02.2022   Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 09.02.2022   Y3/4 Badminton event—info to follow (date changed by BFC) 

Wednesday 09.02.2022   Rev. Castle assembly, 14:45 (KS2) 

Thursday 10.02.2022   Growing Together Mental Health Day—non-uniform day (info sent) 

Friday 11.02.2022   UFC Cake Sale after school (cake donations accepted on the morning) 

Friday 11.02.2022   Last day of the half term—normal finish time (KS1-1510, KS2-1515) 

Monday 21.02.2022   Inset day—school and nursery closed for staff training/development 

Tuesday 22.02.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (away), 15:00 

Wednesday 23.02.2022   Parent and Carer workshops, 18:00-19:30—info to follow 

Thursday 24.02.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30 

Thursday 03.03.2022   World Book Day—dress up as your favourite book character!  

Thursday 03.03.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30  

Monday 07.03.2022   Parent & Carer Council meeting—all welcome, 08:50—10:00 

Tuesday 15.03.2022   UFC Meeting (all welcome), via Zoom, 19:30 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would 
speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you 
do so, via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste 
and unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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Spotlight on… clubs this term 
 
We are enjoying having our clubs back! Here are some photos from some of our latest clubs—
baton twirling club and chess club! 
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Spotlight on...  
English resources available to parents and carers 

 
The English section of our school website (www.uplandsberkshire.org / Key Information / 
Curriculum / English) is a great place to find out more about how you can best support your 
child in their reading, writing and oracy. Here you will find a wealth of resources designed for 
parents and carers to explain the methods we use to teach English at Uplands and the ways in 
which you can help your child's progress at home. 
 
These documents include: 

• How to help your child with spelling 

• A Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar glossary for parent and carers 

• Reading at home: ten top tips 

• Reading VIPERS explained 

• Ideas for what to write in reading records 

• Information on our school reading challenge  
 
As always, if you require any further advice or support, please don't hesitate to contact your 
child's class teacher. 

Easy Fundraising! 
 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT 
see your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective 
users. 
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Celebration Assembly from Spring Week 04 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 
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Celebration Assembly from Spring Week 04 cont. 
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This week in Nursery, the children have enjoyed a range of activities based around the 
celebration of Chinese New Year. We changed the home corner to have an oriental theme, with 
new dressing up clothes and authentic Chinese dishes. This was well loved by the children and 
sparked lots of conversations about the differences between our country and others. The 
children experimented with noodles in the tuff tray, using tongs and spoons to try and pick them 
up. Whilst playing with the noodles, they used some brilliant descriptive language, such as 
“sticky”, “cold” and “slimy”. The noodles soon ended up in the home corner as part of the 
children’s dinner party! On the arts table, the children tried their hand at writing ‘tiger’ in 
Chinese, by using cotton buds on strips of red paper. We then turned their finished artwork into 
bunting to decorate the Nursery.  
 
After learning about the different ways Chinese New Year is celebrated, the children had lots of 
fun taking part in some dragon dancing around the garden! In PE, the children have started 
learning how to play rugby. They listened carefully to instructions to hold the rugby ball with two 
hands, and built up to running around cones to score a try at the end of the hall.  
 
During our group activity this week, we played a game called ‘grandmother’s footsteps’. Each 
child took it in turns to be the grandmother, and asked the rest of the group to perform a 
movement to match the sound of their instrument.  For example, fairy steps for the chime bar, 
or jumping for the drum. The children then moved towards grandmother in the manner of the 
instrument whilst it was played. Our sound of the week was ‘p’. After practising saying the 
sound, the children thought of lots of words which began with the initial sound ‘p’. In our number 
learning, we worked on recognising and writing the number 3.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception enjoyed learning about and celebrating the Lunar or Chinese New Year. 
On Monday, the children learnt that the Lunar New Year isn't just celebrated in China but many 
other Asian countries too, such as Hong Kong, Mongolia and North and South Korea; it is also 
celebrated throughout the world including the UK. After that, we watched the CBeebies clip 
‘Getting Ready for Chinese New Year’, where the children learnt about how families spring 
clean their houses to get rid of the bad things, and then decorate their homes with red and gold 
coloured lanterns and decorations. This knowledge inspired the children to clean up the 
classroom and make their own paper lantern decorations.  
 
On Tuesday, in our literacy lesson, the children listened to the traditional tale of ‘The Race’ or 
‘Chinese Zodiac’. After listening to the story, the children wrote about one of the animals from 
the race and illustrated their work.   
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children fully embraced the Chinese New Year by role-
playing in the home corner, dressing up in traditional Chinese dress and making Chinese food 
from loose parts and then pretending to eat it using chopsticks, which they manipulated 
incredibly well. Inside the classroom, the children also practised using thin paintbrushes and 
black paint to write Chinese numbers, made happy new year cards and painted pictures of what 
they would draw if they had a magic paintbrush, just like Shen in Julia Donaldson’s version of 
the traditional Chinese tale of ‘The Magic Paintbrush’. Outside, Chinese New Year still featured 
highly in the children’s play, where they retold the story of ‘The Race’ and used the large-scale 
crates and planks to pretend to be the animals crossing the river, pretending the mud kitchen 
was a Chinese takeaway and made mud stir-fry.   
 
Throughout the week, the children also continued to follow their own interests and challenge 
themselves to make the most incredible designs including creative cardboard handbags that 
were strong enough to carry shopping, and cars made out of the large construction equipment.  
 
In Maths, the children ordered numerals 1-5 in and out of sequence and explored numbers 6, 7 
and 8, by finding objects which represented these numbers in the environment.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week in English, we have enjoyed a new book, ‘The Bed Book’ by Sylvia Plath. This 
imaginative book describes an assortment of unusual beds including an elephant bed, a snack 
bed, a tank bed and a pocket-sized bed which grows when it’s watered! The book also contains 
fun illustrations by Quentin Blake. We have used actions to perform the poem together which 
has helped us become a lot more familiar with this text. We have shared our opinions about the 
different beds and remembered about listening carefully and respectfully to each other. At the 
end of the week, we drew and discussed our own unique beds including a double decker 
cheetah bed and a comfortable unicorn bed. Next week, we will be writing more about these 
ideas.  
  
In Maths, we are revisiting place value. Place value is the important concept that the value of a 
digit depends on its place in a number. In 4000, 400, 40 or 14, ‘4’ has different values. In the 
autumn term, we focused on tens and ones in teen numbers. Now we are exploring tens and 
ones in numbers up to 50. At home, you may like to choose a number less than 50 and build 
this number using just 10p coins and 1p coins. How many 10s and how many 1s are in your 
number?  
  
In our Phonics, we have been using the graphemes ‘ow’ and ‘ou’ as in clown, frown, shout and 
cloud. We have also read and spelled with the graphemes ‘oi’ and ‘oy’ as in boil, coin, boy and 
toy. In addition, we have helped the children to practise the spellings from their homework. We 
have shown the children the look, cover, write, check method for learning spellings which is 
helpful for building muscle memory as well as sight recognition. We talked about other spelling 
games such as writing the spellings on to post it notes and playing splat the spellings or playing 
memory pairs with spellings. For pairs, you would need to make two copies of each spelling, 
mix them up and turn them face down. Each player then takes turns to find and win matching 
words. Another idea is for the children to test their adults on the spellings and carefully mark the 
adult's attempts!   
  
In Handwriting, we continued to practise our long ladder family letters, especially l, t and i. We 
looked carefully at the relative sizes of these letters and concentrated on forming an ‘l’ that was 
taller than the ‘i’.  
  
In Science, we applied our knowledge of materials to become boat designers. We discussed 
which properties a boat might need and which materials might have these properties. Then we 
had a go at building boats and testing them in water. Cardboard proved a suitable building 
material for our models but we wondered whether it would make a long-lasting boat. Perhaps 
some further testing might be needed!   
  
On Friday, we continued to look at Jesus as a friend in RE. We have been learning about the 
story of Zaccheaus and how Jesus treated him as a friend even when he had been very been 
mean to other people. Our PSHE and RHE is also looking at friendships and how it is ok to like 
different things and be different. We have sorted pictures of what a good friend is like and 
talked about how we can be a good friend.    

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 began looking at lines of symmetry on 2D shapes. We have been using 
lengths of string to find horizontal and vertical lines of symmetry on different objects around the 
classroom. We have now brought all of our learning about 2D shapes together and have been 
enjoying playing a version of ‘Top Trumps’ that is based on our 2D shape knowledge. 
 
In English, we have used the plans that we created last week to write our stories. These have 
all been based on villains that become good at the end of the story. To help us understand what 
makes a good story, we have been looking at a range of book reviews and creating some of our 
own on books we have read recently.  
 
In RE, we have been focusing on Islam. More specifically, we have been looking at prayer at 
home and understanding what ‘commitment’ means. We have been made own commitment to 
physical health this week, where we have been exercising at regular intervals during the day. 
We have reflected on our experiences of this and have been discussing what benefits making 
such a commitment to prayer can mean for someone.  
 
In Art and Design, we have begun creating our sculptures that have been inspired by Veronkina 
Richterova. These sculptures have been made by recycled plastics and we have used a 
number of techniques to change their form. All of our sculptures have been inspired by nature, 
just like Veronkia Richterova’s pieces. I would also like to say a massive thank you everyone 
who donated their recyclables to our class so that we could make these sculptures. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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It has been a very exciting week in Year 3 as we enjoyed learning about the history of the Lunar 
New Year and exploring how people celebrate this occasion. Thank you so much to all of the 
families who loaned decorations for our classroom and sent in gifts for the children. Wishing all 
those who celebrate a very Happy New Year! 
 
In English this week, the children used everything they have learnt this half term to plan their 
own Amazon adventure stories. They chose how to record their planning in a way that would be 
effective and useful for them to refer back to throughout the story-writing process. As the 
children wrote the opening of their stories, they were encouraged to think carefully about how 
they could enhance their dialogue with adverbs to subtly show character to the reader.   
 
In Maths, we continued our learning on Money. The children have gained confidence when 
converting between pounds and pence, using the knowledge that £1 is 100 pence. They used 
this skill later in the week to tackle addition and subtraction questions with money too. The 
children then used role play, concrete resources, a number line and a part-whole model to 
subtract to find change.  
 
In Science, the children worked in groups to plan a pattern-seeking investigation related to the 
human body and how well we can perform different activities. They collaborated to write an 
investigation question, a clear set of instructions, equipment list and guidance on how to take 
measurements. They also considered how to ensure that they were carrying out a fair test. 
Some groups used labelled diagrams to accompany their set of instructions too. The children 
are looking forward to carrying out their investigations next week! 
 
In Geography, we worked together to label the main features of mountains, including identifying 
the summit as the highest point. We learnt that both elevation and altitude are usually 
measured as distance above sea level. The children used atlases and Google Earth to find out 
the location and elevation of mountains and mountain ranges in Europe. They used this 
information to draw comparisons between mountains and mountain ranges in Europe. 
 
In Art and Design, the children created their own pieces of Pop Art. Using Warhol and 
Lichtenstein as inspiration, they used strong and contrasting pastel colours to create art based 
on their previous sketches of facial expressions.  
 
This week in Computing, we transferred our algorithm writing and debugging skills over to 
Scratch and created algorithms to draw squares and rectangles. We experimented with 
improving our algorithms by using the repeat block. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, we have started our new topic based around the book called ‘The Boy 
Who Grew Dragons’. The children enjoyed doing some predicting based on the front cover and 
blurb. We then wrote a character description based on a dragon. The children thought carefully 
about what their dragon would look and act like. They thought carefully about making their 
dragon unique. We moved on to reading the first chapter of the book. The children wrote a diary 
entry from the boy’s point of view about the day he found a dragon fruit plant at the bottom of 
his grandad’s garden. They worked hard to ensure they used pronouns within their writing to 
avoid repetition. During the next lesson, we explored some poetry and looked at poetic 
features. The children wrote some fantastic poems related to grandad’s garden. Some children 
stood at the front and performed theirs to the rest of the class.  
 
In Maths, we focused on short division. We have spent the week consolidating our 
understanding of the bus stop method. We have completed lots of practice questions and the 
children moved on to solving word problems by the end of the week. Any extra practice that can 
be done at home will really help to embed this difficult concept!  We have moved on to exploring 
area.  
 
Last week in Science, the children learnt about boiling and evaporation. The children 
understand that the water will only keep getting hotter until it reaches its boiling point. Once 
water reaches 100°C, it changes state from a liquid to a gas, so the actual water cannot get any 
hotter than its boiling point. We looked and discussed different graphs. Each graph showed a 
different liquid’s boiling point. The children then used the information presented in a table (that 
showed different boiling points) and matched them to the correct graph.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed the different types of bullying (including cyberbullying) and the 
impact bullying can have on people. We had some really robust conversations about the 
responsibilities of bystanders and what to do if someone was being bullied or someone 
witnessed someone else being bullied. The children then created some detailed guides about 
bullying. We also then discussed the importance of permission seeking and giving in 
relationships with friends, peers and adults.  
 
This week in RE, we have been learning about Buddhism. Our key question is ‘Could the 
Buddha's teachings make the world a better place?’. We focused on Buddhists’ beliefs that 
Siddhatta taught many truths. The first one is the belief that everything changes and people 
want it to, and that living a good life without being selfish or greedy would make the world a 
better place.  
 
We completed our PE lesson outside this week instead of doing gymnastics. The children had 
an opportunity to practise a variety of skills from a range of different sports, such as basketball, 
hockey and cricket. The children were able to work in groups, as an individual or in pairs/small 
groups. This allowed us to take responsibility for our learning and understand our own skillset 
and how we can make progress.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week, Year 5 have been busy planning, writing and practising their class assembly 
(scientific seminar) all about nomes. The children used what they had discovered about these 
fascinating creatures from studying Terry Pratchett’s ‘Truckers’. We explored the school 
imagining different areas from the perspective of a nome and wrote descriptions from a nome’s 
eye view. We then applied what we had been learning in Computing about camera angles to 
create some artistic photographs. The children really impressed us this week with how brilliantly 
they learned their lines and made the performance their own.  
 
In Maths, we continued our work on mixed and improper fractions, converting between the two 
and beginning to think about adding and subtracting them. The class did a fantastic job with 
getting their heads around a tricky topic. 
 
In Music, the children were challenged to write their own national anthem about something they 
were proud of. The children used inspiring and uplifting lyrics and melody to compose songs 
about our school, their houses or even their favourite football team.  
 
In Computing, the class filmed the videos they planned last week. They used a wide variety of 
camera techniques, framing ideas and scene sequences. They have some fantastic material 
with which they can edit their videos next week.  
 
On Tuesday, the children were rewarded for filling up their class marble jar with a ‘Jolly Day’. 
They were able to have a fun day, choosing the activities they wanted to do and celebrating all 
of their hard work so far this year. 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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This week in Maths, Year 6 have been learning all about percentages. We started the week by 
linking percentages with decimals and fractions and then began to convert between the 
different units. The children practised how to find a percentage of a number using specific 
calculation methods, and then solved a range of problems using this knowledge.   
 
In History, the children continued to learn more about WWII, specifically the significance of 
aerial warfare during the Battle of Britain (RAF against the Luftwaffe). The children used their 
knowledge of the different types of planes flown during this period to write and film a news 
report about what happened in the skies over England and the channel during this period.   
 
During our Science lesson this week, the children investigated how voltage and current can be 
changed in order to understand the impact of this on components within a circuit. The children 
set up a range of simple experiments to establish what would happen to the function of the 
components if the voltage were increased, as well as what would happen if the number of 
components were to increase but the voltage stayed the same. The children made predictions 
and then observed the impact on components, recording their results before making their 
conclusions.   
 
This week in English, we discovered that King Duncan had been murdered by Macbeth. We 
used this scene to plan and write a detective report which included passive voice and formal 
language, which we then edited. We also learned how to use colons and semi-colons correctly 
within our writing.  
 
In Geography, the children worked in small groups to learn more about the natural resources of 
a country within Europe, each group researching a different country. Using this information, the 
children put together a presentation to feed back to their peers. We also began to think more 
about how these resources could be traded and why this might be necessary.  
 
During their PE lesson, the children took part in a basketball tournament. Throughout the 
tournament, the key focus was on avoiding the ‘double-dribble’ and ensuring that you marked 
your opponents closely whilst still moving into space to receive the ball.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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