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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 Spring Term: Issue 04 28 January 2022 

 Uplands Fundraising Community 
 
The Uplands Fundraising Community is our name for a traditional PTA (Parent-Teacher 
Association). It is a way of parents/carers and staff coming together to: 

 Provide extra events and activities for pupils and families 

 Raise additional funds for the pupils 

 Foster a sense of community and networking amongst parents/carers. 
 
COVID-19 has halted a lot of our events over the past two years, but a few parents/carers and 
staff met on Tuesday 25 January 2022 for the AGM and discussed a few events to kick start the 
UFC again. Please note that participation is encouraged from all families, including our nursery 
parents/carers—you are all a part of Uplands and we would welcome your ideas!  
 
Upcoming events to add to your diaries: 
 
Cupcake Sale: Friday 11 February 2022, after school 
There will be small cake sale stands across the school for different year groups:  

 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2: playground by Year 2 classroom 

 Nursery: In the main playground just outside the wooden nursery fence 

 Year 3 and Year 4: In the gazebo area 

 Year 5 and 6: In the outside classroom 
 
Cake prices are 3 for £1.00. However, we will need cake donations from our lovely parent/carer 
community to make this event work! Cake donations should be brought in to the main school 
office on the morning of Friday 11 February, and should avoid allergens such as nuts. 
Cupcakes and similar individual cakes/cookies are recommended. We’d love to see your 
creative flair, so get baking! All proceeds will go towards enhancing our reading provision.  
 
Break The Rules Day: Tuesday 08 March 2022 
For one day and one day only, the children of Uplands Primary School and Nursery are being 
set a challenge by Uplands Fundraising Community. The challenge? To break as many of the 
rules shown as possible!  More information to follow in a future newsletter, but make sure you 
save the date!  
 
Spring Disco, Friday 29 April 2022, KS1 14:00—15:30 and KS2 15:45—17:15. 
There will more information to follow in the coming weeks, but please save the date!  

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
or play with/on equipment within the school grounds before or after school, for the health and 
safety of all those on site. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Thursday 03.02.2022   Y5 Class Assembly, 14:45 (doors open 14:40) - Y5 parents/carers invited 

Tuesday 08.02.2022   Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 09.02.2022   Y3/4 Badminton event—info to follow (date changed by BFC) 

Wednesday 09.02.2022   Rev. Castle assembly, 14:45 (KS2) 

Thursday 10.02.2022   Growing Together Mental Health Day—non-uniform day (info sent) 

Friday 11.02.2022   UFC Cake Sale after school (cake donations accepted on the morning) 

Friday 11.02.2022   Last day of the half term—normal finish time (KS1-1510, KS2-1515) 

Monday 21.02.2022   Inset day—school and nursery closed for staff training/development 

Thursday 24.02.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30 

Wednesday 02.03.2022   Rev. Castle assembly, 14:45 (KS1) 

Thursday 03.03.2022   World Book Day—dress up as your favourite book character!  

Thursday 03.03.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30  

Monday 07.03.2022   Parent & Carer Council meeting—all welcome, 08:50—10:00 

Tuesday 08.03.2022   UFC Break the Rules day! 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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Spotlight on...  
English resources available to parents and carers 

 
The English section of our school website (www.uplandsberkshire.org / Key Information / 
Curriculum / English) is a great place to find out more about how you can best support your 
child in their reading, writing and oracy. Here you will find a wealth of resources designed for 
parents and carers to explain the methods we use to teach English at Uplands and the ways in 
which you can help your child's progress at home. 
 
These documents include: 

 How to help your child with spelling 

 A Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar glossary for parent and carers 

 Reading at home: ten top tips 

 Reading VIPERS explained 

 Ideas for what to write in reading records 

 Information on our school reading challenge  
 
As always, if you require any further advice or support, please don't hesitate to contact your 
child's class teacher. 

Easy Fundraising! 
 
We have pushed this out to families before, but it really is a very easy way to make free money 
for Uplands! Read the information below, and if you need any help please contact the school 
office and we will gladly assist you. 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
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Celebration Assembly from Spring Week 03 
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Spotlight on… oracy at Uplands 
 
What is oracy? 
Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with others through 
spoken language. In school, oracy is a powerful tool for learning; by teaching students to 
become more effective speakers and listeners, we empower them to better understand 
themselves, each other and the world around them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is oracy important? 

 It increases confidence, empowering students with the belief that their voice has value, 
developing the ability to articulate thoughts so others will listen. It enables children who 
are worried, shy or quiet to ‘come out of their shells’; clear expectations, scaffolding and 
modelling of talk allow all children to succeed, not just those who were confident talkers to 
begin with.  

 It improves academic outcomes, developing learners who can think critically, 
reason together and have the vocabulary to express their knowledge and understanding. 
There is a wealth of evidence that oracy impacts students’ academic outcomes across 
ages and subject areas. 

 It fosters wellbeing, supporting students to build successful relationships, talk through 
issues, express feelings and resolve conflict. Wellbeing is supported by talk, whether 
that’s talking through a problem with a friend, or using talk to build strong relationships in 
the first place. 

 It equips students to thrive in life beyond school, helping them to progress, access 
employment and engage in civic life. Discussion and debate are central to adult life, and 
the oracy skills needed to discuss complex or emotive issues with honesty and 
compassion are crucial.  

 It promotes social equity leading to a fairer society where everyone, regardless of 
background, finds their voice for success in school and in life. 

 
How do we teach and promote oracy at Uplands? 
Oracy has always been a key part of our lessons at Uplands, and the use of talking partners 
and group work have been a longstanding aspect of our teaching and learning. However, in 
recent years, we have worked in partnership with the Voice 21 project to focus on how we 
explicitly teach oracy skills in our school. 
 
Teachers plan discrete learning opportunities in English lessons that devote time to discussing 
and practising oracy skills. These are then consolidated by lessons and activities which allow 
children to use speaking and listening skills throughout all subjects. Pupils are taught about 
different ‘kinds of talk’ for different purposes and audiences and encouraged to use a range of 
oracy roles in their discussions. 
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Spotlight on… oracy at Uplands (cont.) 
 
The Voice 21 Oracy Framework 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our pupils progress and move through the school, we build up their understanding of oracy 
skills through age-appropriate reference to the above framework. Lessons are carefully tailored 
to each age range and those pupils who are more or less able in this area are challenged and 
supported accordingly.  
 
This year, we held our first ‘Oracy Day’ in September. This entailed a day of fun activities in all 
classes to highlight and practise particular oracy skills. Each class also created their own 
bespoke ‘discussion guidelines’ for the year to consider how these skills could be applied 
across all lessons.  
 
We also began holding oracy assemblies, in which interesting discussion topics and fun verbal 
games are used so that all pupils are active participants of the assembly.  
 
We celebrate a weekly oracy champ for each class in our Celebration Assemblies. This aims to 
continue to promote and raise the profile of oracy and recognises a child who has worked 
particularly hard on their speaking and listening skills that week.  
 
Each class from Year 1 to Year 6 sets a homework project once during the year. We have 
ensured there is an oracy focus to these this year so that our pupils gain experience in 
presenting on a subject of interest to them in a supportive environment. 
 
Oracy forms a key part of our pupil voice at Uplands. Children wishing to hold positions of 
responsibility such as House Captain or Reading Ambassador are supported to write and 
present a speech. We know that some children are understandably nervous about public 
speaking, and we are passionate as a school about identifying and nurturing these children in 
developing their confidence as they move through the school. 
 
Our vision for oracy 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery envisions a learning environment in which every child 
believes in themselves and their voice and is confident that their ideas are worth being shared 
and heard. They aim to create a buzz in every classroom, reflecting children’s increased 
engagement in their learning and understanding about the world around them. 
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In Nursery this week, we have been inspired by the Big Garden Birdwatch. On our playdough 
table, the children enjoyed making birds from natural loose parts and feathers; we had some 
beautiful creations. We experimented using feathers to paint with, which created some lovely 
textures. The children got a chance to learn about the importance of caring for living things in 
our environment, by making bird feeders. They used lard to mould into pine cones, which they 
then added bird food to. Once the bird feeders were complete, we hung them up outside. Whilst 
we were doing so, we discussed why it was so important to feed birds in the winter. 
 
We took the children on a bird watching walk, to see how many different types of birds we could 
see. The children used binoculars and ticked the birds off their sheets as we saw them. We 
spotted the following birds: magpies, crows, blackbirds and pigeons. If you are interested, you 
can take part in the Big Garden Birdwatch this weekend, by counting the birds that you see land 
in your garden in the space of an hour.  
 
In PE, the children have been learning how to play hockey. They carefully followed instructions 
about how to hold the hockey stick correctly with two hands. They then practised moving the 
ball around the hall using their hockey sticks, and worked hard to keep it under control. Once 
the children were secure in being able to control the ball, they moved onto practising scoring a 
goal.  
 
In our phonics learning this week, we learnt a new sound ‘t’. The children practised saying the 
sound and again thought of some brilliant words beginning with ‘t’. They also practised forming 
the letter in our group session, as well as during play. In our maths learning, we worked on 
recognising and writing the number 2. We then went around Nursery to find two of the same 
things to practise our counting.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception have enjoyed learning through the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
by Michael Rosen. In Literacy, the children listened to Michael Rosen perform his story of We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt and learnt the actions he used to accompany the different parts of the 
story. In Drawing Club, the children discussed the different characters and settings in the story 
and then thought of some alternative characters and settings to create their own version of the 
story, which we then made into a giant story map and had fun acting out.  
  
In Phonics, the children learnt the sounds ear, air, ure, and er and practised identifying each 
grapheme in a sentence and spelling words using them. We are so proud of how the children 
are progressing with their phonics and working hard to use their knowledge when reading and 
writing.  
 
This week’s maths focus has been on weight and capacity. The children have explored the 
vocabulary associated with weight and capacity such as heavy, light, balanced, full, empty, half 
full, nearly full and nearly empty. They have used the balance scales to compare the weight of 
different objects and filled and emptied different sized containers in the sand and water tray. 
The highlight of our maths lessons was measuring ingredients using a tablespoon to make 
biscuits on Friday morning.  
 
‘We're Going on a Bear Hunt’, also featured in our Finger Gym activities, where the children 
pegged paper grass on a washing line, made a glass bead river and cut out and made a split 
pin bear. 
 
Throughout the week, the children have had fun during child-initiated learning time including 
making a sleigh complete with reindeer, making a cave for the bear out of tarpaulin and setting 
up lots of obstacles for the family to overcome using the large construction equipment and then 
re-enacting the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, mixing colours and painting the different 
settings in the story, making mud dough in the tuff tray, writing numbers and making hopscotch 
on the paving slabs and then taking turns to play. 
 
Finally, the children enjoyed taking the tandem trikes out onto the playground and taking turns 
pedalling and riding.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In our Phonics, we have been using the graphemes ew, u-e and ue. We have learnt that these 
graphemes can make the ‘oo’ phoneme as in ‘moon’, ‘crew’, ‘flute’ and ‘blue’ or they can make 
the sound ‘you’ as in ‘new’, ‘Tuesday’ and ‘rescue’. We are really starting to see the children 
using their phonics effectively in their own reading and writing. This week, we have celebrated 
lots of children being ready to move up a reading level. Well done to all those children!   
  
In English, we finished writing our stories based on ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’. For the middle 
of our stories, we learnt to identify questions and use question marks. For example, ‘Who’s that 
stomp stomping over my bridge?’. For the end of our stories, we considered what we liked 
about the ending of ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ and ‘The Three Kangaroos Gruff’. Then we 
tried to create funny, happy or exciting endings for our own stories. The children have come up 
with some wonderful imaginative ideas which they have enjoyed sharing with each other.    
  
We have been very busy in Maths finishing our topic on addition and subtraction within 20. At 
the start of the week, we looked at how we can use place value and number bonds to support 
subtraction. After this, we looked at using subtraction to find the difference. We also looked at 
fact families such as 8+4=12, 4+8=12, 4=12-8 and 8=12-4. Finally, we compared number 
sentences using greater than, less than and equal to; for example, 6+6 = 14-2.  
  
In Computing, we learnt what we mean by a computer bug and continued to explore coding. In 
Geography, we built on our excellent learning about London landmarks to compare the human 
features of Sandhurst and London. In Handwriting, we revised forming the ‘one armed robot’ 
letters 'n’ ‘m’ and ‘h’.  
  
In Science, we explored the properties of materials and sorted materials into groups using shiny 
and dull, rough and smooth and transparent and opaque as our categories. We discussed why 
different properties might be useful in real life. When considering why doors, walls and clothes 
are often made from opaque materials, we recapped some of our PSHE and RHE learning on 
privacy. Next week, we will be exploring waterproofing and we would appreciate any small 
empty plastic tubs or small cardboard boxes (such as teabags come in) being brought into 
school for Wednesday. We will be working in teams and sharing resources so please don’t 
worry if you don’t have these items.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, Year 2 have continued looking more closely at 2D shapes. We have been identifying 
the number of sides and corners on shapes and sorting them based on these categories. We 
have also been able to begin to identify regular and irregular polygons. 
 
In English, we have been writing stories focusing on character and setting descriptions. We 
created character profiles of villains that we chose to write about, describing their appearances 
and personalities. We then planned our stories, making sure that our villains that we created 
became good within our resolutions. We have really enjoyed being so imaginative during this 
topic and sharing our stories with our peers. 
 
In History, we have taken a closer look at what life was like before the technology we have 
today. We have watched interviews with people who lived in these times and have also been 
able to read diary accounts from people recalling their childhoods. After this, we split into 
groups to create small presentations on whether we believed that technological advances have 
made the world a better or worse place. We used our oracy skills to make sure we were stating 
our opinions clearly and providing reasons for these opinions. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, our topic this half term has been Staying Safe. We have explored many 
different areas of safety, including fire, water, sun and road safety. After learning about these 
topics, we prepared public service announcements that we were able to present to the rest of 
the class about an area of safety we chose. We also created posters that stated the key points 
of how to stay safe in our chosen topic.   
 
In Science, we have been looking at the stages of a human’s life and how we change as we get 
older. We then compared the life-cycle of a human to the stages of a human’s life and identified 
how these differed. We then ordered and labelled these stages and recorded what happens at 
each stage. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, we experimented to see how drastically we could change the meaning of 
sentences by adding different adverbs. We also learnt how to use inverted commas for direct 
speech and wrote a conversation between the characters from The Explorer, using the rules of 
dialogue. The children used a range of verbs and adverbs to show character in their dialogue. 
 
In Maths, the children continued to practise their division skills and moved on to solving division 
problems with a remainder. The children applied their multiplication and division knowledge to 
problems that involved scaling. We used bar models to help us visualise this concept. We were 
also very impressed with the children’s systematic approach to problem solving whilst working 
out the possible combinations resulting from two groups of objects. We then moved on to our 
new unit on Money. We revisited counting money in pounds and pence and explored how 
money can be represented in different ways but still have the same value.   
 
In Science this week, the children carried out different exercises to help them feel the different 
muscles in their bodies working and identified the muscles they could feel. They labelled the 
muscles on a diagram of the body and learnt that the muscles are attached to the bones by 
tendons and that the muscles pull the bones to make them move. 
 
In Geography, we identified the position of a range of European countries in relation to the 
equator and hemispheres, and linked this to our previous learning on climate zones. We learnt 
that native species are found in a certain ecosystem due to natural processes rather than 
human intervention. The children carried out research to explore whereabouts in Europe a 
variety of native plants and animals originated from and considered why this is the case.  
 
In Computing, the children used all of the commands they have learnt so far this term to create 
and debug algorithms to draw different polygons on Turtle Logo. Some of the children even 
challenged themselves to create an algorithm to draw a regular 17-sided shape.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in Maths, we have been learning different ways to multiply numbers. The children 
have practised partitioning a number in to tens and ones before multiplying it and then adding 
the answers together. We have then used the short multiplication method to multiply 2 and 3 
digits by 1 digit. The children challenged themselves to complete word problems using the 
same method. 
 
In English, we finished our Sherlock Holmes unit by writing our own stories. The children used 
their plans to write a final story using everything we have learnt. We then set up some editing 
stations so the children had some focused time to work on a specific area of their story – 
spellings, punctuation, grammar, checking it makes sense and dialogue.  
 
Last week in Science, we completed some experiments to investigate properties of air. The 
children now understand that gases are materials. The children enjoyed watching some paper 
towel magic before completing their own experiments using lemonade and raisins.  
 
This week in Geography, we recapped some key terms before having an in-depth discussion on 
the impact of the Eurotunnel on trade and economic activity. We then briefly discussed how 
Brexit would affect the use of the Eurotunnel. Later on in the week, the children took part in 
some role play. Each house was a different country and they enjoyed trading (importing and 
exporting) different goods with other countries in Europe.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we recapped self respect and what this means. We then moved on to 
conventions of courtesy and manners. We then discussed that in school and in wider society 
they can expect to be treated with respect by others, and that in turn they should show due 
respect to others.  
 
In PE, we have been creating our own tumble routines, including both a compulsory and 
individual run. The children worked in small groups creating their routines together. At the end 
of the lesson, the children performed and completed their routines in front of the class. Each 
group showed fantastic creativity and control.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English, the children planned and started to write their non-chronological reports all about 
nomes. We identified the features that make a successful report and used these to organise our 
own writing. The children blended what we know about nomes from Terry Pratchett with some 
imaginative additions to the information.  
 
In Maths, we have been investigating fractions. Through a wide array of questions and 
challenges, we have found equivalent fractions and even moved between mixed number and 
improper fractions. The class have quickly grasped the techniques and have a great 
understanding of the work.   
 
In History, we revisited the Silk Road and looked at some of the less tangible things that 
travelled along it. We discussed the spread of religion, culture, science, maths and architecture, 
really visualising the incredible influence early Islamic civilisations had on the rest of the world. 
 
In Computing, we made great strides forward in our video production projects. The children 
evaluated the effectiveness of storyboards and thought about their application in video 
production. Then they designed a storyboard for a video of their own creation, including 
information about the camera techniques, script and the flow of the video.  
 
Last week in Science, the class investigated carrier bags. We looked at a brief from a shop 
owner and identified the features of carrier bags that his customers valued most. We then 
created a fair test to discover which type of handles were the most comfortable. The children 
identified the independent, dependent and control variables, ensuring the results were 
documented effectively.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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Year 6 have continued with Macbeth in our English lessons. This week, the children peer edited 
some of last week’s writing before using formal language to write a letter from Lady Macbeth to 
Macbeth, congratulating him on his success in battle. They spent time dramatising a scene 
between Macbeth and his wife, wherein she tries to persuade him to murder the king: most 
groups then performed their scene to their peers. On Thursday, we used this experience to 
write a narrative version of the scene between these two characters, integrating correctly 
punctuated dialogue with narrative action. The children experimented with Shakespearean 
language and tried to incorporate this effectively into their writing.    
 
During our Maths lessons, the children finished their unit on decimals by learning how to 
convert between decimals and fractions. They also thought about links between these two ways 
of representing part of a whole, and tried to memorise specific equivalences to help know 
whether other decimals were larger or smaller (e.g. 0.5 = ½, 0.75 = ¾). We also started a new 
unit on percentages this week. This allowed children to build on their understanding of fractions 
and decimals by linking them with percentages. The children learned how to convert from a 
percentage to a fraction and vice versa, as well as what to do if the percentage included a 
decimal. When converting to fractions, it is important that children understand when and how to 
simplify fractions, and we spent time practising how to do this.   
 
We began a new unit in Science this week, and the children started by recapping their existing 
knowledge of circuits and electricity. We completed some quizzes and some true or false 
activities before exploring how to set up a complete circuit. The children were able to decide 
what components they wanted to included, specifically the functions of switches within a circuit, 
and problem solve if a particular set up did not function correctly.  
 
In History, we continue to learn about the beginning of WWII leading up to the Battle of Britain. 
This week, the children researched the types of aircraft involved in the Battle of Britain and 
wrote their own historical questions to try and answer relating to the impact of aerial warfare.   
 
During their PE lesson, the children practised their vault routines. These consisted of small 
groups of children completing both a compulsory and individual run. In the compulsory run, 
each child completed their run by getting on and off the vault in a specific way (including the 
type of jump completed and landing). The individual run allowed each child the opportunity to 
‘showcase’ their skills and perform the vault in their own unique way. The children were all 
expected to ‘present’ their routine and aimed to start and finish each run with a flourish. 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events.  
 
If any family member or member of the public reading this newsletter works for a company that 
is looking to advertise, we are offering wall space and electronic space at Uplands to promote 
companies. To find out more and discuss the advertising options that for your company, contact 
us now by emailing marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 
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