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Autumn Term: Issue 15 17 December 2021 

Wishing you a very merry winter break 
 
This has been a term like no other, with us trying to bring life ‘back to normal’ at school whilst 
also managing the challenges of COVID-19. We are very proud of the pupils’ efforts this term 
and with how well they cope with everything. I spoke at the Key Stage 2 Carol Concert about 
seeking the good and kindness in what others do (including us, as a school) and we have all 
been touched by the kind cards, gifts and words from children and families.  
 
I would also like to say thank you to my incredible colleagues, in class and out of class, who 
have worked so hard and truly gone above and beyond for the school and the pupils.   
 
The winter break is a perfect time for us all to rest, recharge and spend time with loved ones, 
and I wish you all a very merry Christmas. 
 
Mr P Sherwood 
Head Teacher 

Uplands choir supports local charity 
 
On Saturday 11 December, our Uplands Choir visited Maximus Gym in Frimley for their 
Christmas Fayre in aid of a local toy appeal. Our thanks to Mrs Deacon (choir lead) and all the 
parents/carers for transporting the pupils, and to the choir for their fantastic performance.  
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 04.01.2022   Inset Day (school and nursery not open) 

Monday 10.01.2022   Y5 rescheduled trip to Warner Bros Studios—details as before 

Friday 14.01.2022   Y5/6 Indoor Athletics tournament—info to follow in January 2022. 

w/c 17.01.2022   Uplands clubs begin this week 

Thursday 27.01.2022   Y4 spelling competition (for 4 pupils) - info to follow in the new term 

Friday 28.01.2022   Y5/6 Indoor Athletics competition—info to follow in the new term 

Wednesday 02.02.2022   Y3/4 Badminton event—info to follow in the new term 

Monday 21.02.2022   Inset day—school and nursery closed for staff training/development 

Thursday 24.02.2022   Y5/6 Football league match (home), 15:30 

Friday 25.02.2022   Y3/4 Indoor Athletics competition—info to follow in the new term 

     

     

     

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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Welcome to the world, Rosa Elodie Deeks! 

 
We are delighted to announce that Mrs Deeks has had her baby! Rosa Elodie Deeks was born 
on Sunday 12 December. Both baby and mother are doing well, and we’re all sending love to 
the new family of three!  
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The Little Prince, read by Mr Sherwood 
 
As part of our reading offer, Mr Sherwood recorded (with some special guests!) a reading of 
‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint Exupery as a treat for the pupils in the run up to Bookfest. 
We thought these recordings might support parents/carers with their home story reading in the 
evenings, and are sharing again for over the Christmas break. We hope you enjoy it! 

Episode 1 can be viewed here 
Episode 2 can be viewed here 
Episode 3 can be viewed here  
Episode 4 can be viewed here 
Episode 5 can be viewed here 
Episode 6 can be viewed here 
Episode 7 can be viewed here 
Episode 8 can be viewed here 

Episode 9 can be viewed here 
Episode 10 can be viewed here 
Episode 11 can be viewed here 
Episode 12 can be viewed here 
Episode 13 can be viewed here 
Episode 14 (the final episode) 
can be viewed here. 
 

Uplands in Sandhurst Residents’ Association 
magazine December issue 

 
We were delighted to be asked to be involved in the Sandhurst Residents’ Association (SRA) 
magazine for December 2021. Our House Captains (also School Council reps) wrote an article 
on looking for ways for us to help the community and a call for the community to help us as 
well. Thanks to the SRA for their support and help. 
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Reception and KS1 Christmas Production 
 
Well done to the pupils and adults for a fantastic production of ‘Christmas with the Aliens’! The 
children have worked so hard to get ready for the performances (held Tuesday 14 and 
Wednesday 15 December 2021) and we loved getting to see the children shine. Thank you to 
all the parents/carers for their understanding on us limiting seats in the hall. The production 
recording link will be sent out to parents/carers in a separate email. 
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Reception and KS1 Christmas Production cont. 
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End of term! 
 
To celebrate the end of term, here are some photos from some of our classes on what they 
have been up to this week.  
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End of term! cont. 
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End of term! cont. 
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community need you! 
Key roles 

 
The Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) is a registered charity and is the fundraising arm of 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery.  
 
Our main committee comprises a Chairperson, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, and this 
committee is supported by the Head Teacher and Deputy Headteacher, alongside a group of 
other dedicated parents and carers in the school. At present, we only have a Vice-Chair and a 
Treasurer, and are looking to fill the positions of Chairperson and Secretary. We will be hosting 
an AGM in January and invite all parents/carers to attend, and to consider whether they 
would like to put themselves forward for one of the roles. The date of the meeting will be 
published in next week’s newsletter. 
 
The main duties of both positions can be found on our website. 
 
If you would like to discuss either of these roles in more detail, or the continued fundraising 
efforts of the UFC, please contact Mrs Deacon via the school office email address at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community needs you! 
Class Reps 

 
We are seeking class representatives! Class reps at Uplands play a vital role in being the link 
between families and school, and pass on important messages and news, as well as helping to 
organise class events such as stalls at the Summer Fayre. Please see the table below for 
current vacancies, and let Mrs Deacon know via the school office at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org if you are willing to become a class rep for your child/ren’s class. 
 

 

 

Nursery Heather Powell Gem Lewellyn   

Reception Vacant Vacant  

Year 1 Louise Mulgrew Suzie Kemp Caroline Bellamy  

Year 2 Vacant Vacant  

Year 3 Sangita Condon Tracy Weightman  

Year 4 Louise Mulgrew Lucy Batty  

Year 5 Heather Powell Vacant  

Year 6 Libby May Vacant  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-school/uplands-fundraising-community/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
office@uplandsberkshire.org


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Celebration Assembly 10 December 
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Bracknell Forest’s Winter Mini Challenge 
 
The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to keep up their reading habits over the winter 
holidays, with a free-to-access website featuring rewards for reading and reviewing books. To 
take part in the Winter Mini Challenge, children simply read three or more books – these can be 
any books of their choice. Every time they finish a book, they add it to their Challenge website 
profile and leave a short book review.  
 
Reaching their online reading goal will unlock a limited-edition virtual badge and a special 
Winter Mini Challenge certificate to print off and keep!  
 
Be a Wild World Hero this Winter!  
 
This year, The Reading Agency teamed up with WWF UK for the Wild World Heroes Summer 
Reading Challenge - exploring nature and action for the environment through reading. Now the 
Heroes are back to help with the Winter Mini Challenge! Join the Wild World Heroes as they 
embark on an Arctic adventure to find out about the creatures that live there. Find out about the 
environmental issues facing this precious, remote place and even spot a narwhal or two.  
 
Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple. Read at least three books between 01 
December and 16 January and add them to your online profile at wintermini.org.uk to 
earn fun digital rewards! You'll find loads of other great stuff on the website too, including 
games, book reviews, reading activities and content from the best children’s authors and 
illustrators around. 
 
For full details, please see the extra information which was emailed to parents/carers. 
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Vodafone’s Digital Parenting leaflet 
 
Vodafone have kindly sent some of their magazines to Uplands. We have scanned these and 
attached to our newsletter to help families with their digital parenting. If any parent/carer has 
any questions, please contact the school office (office@uplandsberkshire.org). 
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Vodafone’s Digital Parenting leaflet cont. 
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Vodafone’s Digital Parenting leaflet cont. 
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Vodafone’s Digital Parenting leaflet cont. 
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Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events.  
 
If any family member or member of the public reading this newsletter works for a company that 
is looking to advertise, we are offering wall space and electronic space at Uplands to promote 
companies.  
 
To find out more and discuss the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by 
emailing marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Vodafone’s Digital Parenting leaflet cont. 
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