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Autumn Term: Issue 14 10 December 2021 

Key Stage 2 Carol Concert 
 
On Wednesday 08 December, our Key Stage 2 pupils attended St Michael’s Church in 
Sandhurst for our annual Carol Concert. It was a lovely evening and the pupils sang so 
beautifully. Year 6 pupils also read the Christmas story. We even had our orchestra play, with 
glockenspiels, ukuleles and violins. Well done, everyone!  
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 14.12.2021   YR & KS1 Production, afternoon—letter and booking info sent 

Wednesday 15.12.2021   YR & KS1 Production, afternoon—letter and booking info sent 

Thursday 16.12.2021   YN party (just pupils) and carols (parents/carers invited—info sent 

Thursday 16.12.2021   YR-Y6 class parties. Non-uniform day & packed lunches—info sent 

Tuesday 04.01.2022   Inset Day (school and nursery not open) 

Monday 10.01.2022   Y5 rescheduled trip to Warner Bros Studios—details as before 

Friday 14.01.2022   Y5/6 Indoor Athletics tournament—info to follow in January 2022. 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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Christmas lunch and Christmas Jumper Day! 
 
We had a fantastic time on Friday 10 December 2021, wearing our Christmas jumpers and 
having a lovely Christmas lunch. Thank you to everyone who donated to Save the Children as 
well. 

KS1 trip to South Hill Park’s pantomime! 
 
Reception and Key Stage 1 pupils travelled to South Hill Park on Tuesday 07 December to 
watch a pantomime of Cinderella. The children had an incredible time, and even got to see Mr 
McCann up on stage!  
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Giving cards via the Uplands Christmas Post Box 
 
After two years of being unable to, children can once again post their Christmas cards to their 
peers and staff members via our Uplands Christmas post boxes. Children will be given time to 
deliver their cards to the post box (located in the hall, by the Christmas tree for YR-Y6, and in 
Nursery for YN pupils) and our Year 6 elves will sort and deliver them to the classes (YR-Y6; 
Nursery staff will sort and deliver cards in the YN box, including bringing any cards for YR-Y6 
over to the main building.  
 
With COVID-19 in mind, please note the following requests: 

 Please fold in the envelope flap or put a sticker/piece of tape on the flap, as opposed to 
licking the envelope. 

 Please ensure you or your child write the child’s name and year group on the envelope. 
You would be surprised how many blank envelopes of cards to ‘Ben’ we get with no year 
group! 

 
In addition, we have also been conscious of our eco-friendly initiatives at this time of year. 
There is a viewpoint that giving cards is a waste of paper and is less eco-friendly, and another 
viewpoint that charities make vital profits from selling cards, so we support families in whichever 
decision they make with regard to cards. However, your child may wish to write a card to the 
whole class as opposed to individual peers or other classes, or donate to a charity in lieu of 
sending cards. These are just ideas to support all viewpoints at this time of year. 
 
Finally, staff are always delighted to receive cards, and these can be sent through the post box, 
but cards are not expected from pupils so please do not feel any pressure for your child to write 
a card to staff. 

Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian) asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children.  
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community need you! 
Key roles 

 
The Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) is a registered charity and is the fundraising arm of 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery.  
 
Our main committee comprises a Chairperson, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, and this 
committee is supported by the Head Teacher and Deputy Headteacher, alongside a group of 
other dedicated parents and carers in the school. At present, we only have a Vice-Chair and a 
Treasurer, and are looking to fill the positions of Chairperson and Secretary. We will be hosting 
an AGM in January and invite all parents/carers to attend, and to consider whether they 
would like to put themselves forward for one of the roles. The date of the meeting will be 
published in next week’s newsletter. 
 
The main duties of both positions can be found on our website. 
 
If you would like to discuss either of these roles in more detail, or the continued fundraising 
efforts of the UFC, please contact Mrs Deacon via the school office at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community needs you! 
Class Reps 

 
We are seeking class representatives! Class reps at Uplands play a vital role in being the link 
between families and school, and pass on important messages and news, as well as helping to 
organise class events such as stalls at the Summer Fayre. Please see the table below for 
current vacancies, and let Mrs Deacon know via the school office at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org if you are willing to become a class rep for your child/ren’s class. 
 

 

 

Nursery Heather Powell Gem Lewellyn  

Reception Vacant Vacant 

Year 1 Louise Mulgrew Vacant 

Year 2 Vacant Vacant 

Year 3 Sangita Condon Tracy Weightman 

Year 4 Louise Mulgrew Lucy Batty 

Year 5 Heather Powell Vacant 

Year 6 Libby May Vacant 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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KS2 Celebration Assembly 03 December 
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We have had a snowman theme in Nursery this week! The children experimented with some 
magic snow, which is a powder that you add water to. The children made predictions about 
what they thought might happen when the water was added. It made the magic snow expand, 
and they then enjoyed playing with it and feeling the texture of the snow. The children also 
enjoyed playing with a deconstructed snowman in snow dough; this led to mark making with the 
snowman’s stick arms! Outside, we set up a snowman water activity; this was an invitation for 
children who like to fill and empty containers, as well as pouring and mixing.  
 
In PE, the children jumped off different height apparatus, to help them work on their take-off and 
landings. They also had a chance to practise their balancing skills by walking up and down 
benches at an angle. All the children were really engaged in the session and we were very 
impressed with some of the technique the children displayed.  
 
This week, we played a fun game called the ‘Keeper of the Keys. Each child took it in turns to 
be the ‘keeper of the keys’, and sit on a chair in the middle of the group with their eyes covered. 
Then a child from the circle crept in to the middle to steal the keys, as quietly as they could. The 
child in the middle then had to work out who had stolen the keys based on where they heard 
the noise. This type of game is great for the children to learn and practise their turn-taking skills, 
as well as following and understanding instructions.  
 
From this week onwards, the children will be coming home with Christmas cards. We have 
done them slightly differently this year, and rather than asking all the children to complete an 
adult-led activity, we have taken photos of the children enjoying Christmas-themed activities 
instead. This is based on the concept of children enjoying the process of an activity and not the 
adult predetermining the end result. Next week, it is our Nursery Christmas party, on Thursday 
16 December. We have lots of fun activities planned, but we will be outdoors, so please don’t 
worry about sending your children in with party clothes.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception have been learning about Christmas traditions in the UK and around the 
world. They listened to the story of The Nativity and discussed the importance of the birth of 
Jesus being recognised as the very first Christmas and that Christians around the world 
remember his birth on Christmas Day each year. The children also enjoyed finding out and 
sharing their Christmas traditions, such as decorating the house, putting up a Christmas tree 
and giving and receiving presents. This led to the children creating a natural Christmas tree out 
of sticks and then making decorations out of sticks and pine cones.  
 
Throughout the week, Reception have been hard at work rehearsing our Christmas play and we 
have been so impressed with how well they have taken directions and have confidently 
performed so far and are looking forward to sharing their hard work with their families next 
week. Don’t forget, we will be recording the performance so all family members will get the 
opportunity to see the children perform.   
 
On Tuesday, the children were excited to visit the Wilde Theatre to see the Pantomime of 
Cinderella. The children were fantastic: they were well behaved both on the coach and at the 
theatre, they listened attentively to the performance and were mesmerised by the whole 
magical experience of the lights, music and entertainment. All in all, there was an electrical 
buzz of excitement from start to finish.  
 
Despite all the fun of a trip out, rehearsals, and Christmas lunch, we have managed to fit in our 
phonics lessons, where the children were introduced to the sounds oa, long oo, and short oo. 
They practised spelling and reading simple sentences using these phonemes.  
 
In Maths, the children explored different aspects of time by comparing what activities we do 
during the day and at night. The children also talked about how we know time passes by using 
clocks and sand timers, as well as the vocabulary yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  
 
On Wednesday, Mr. Archer set up the PE apparatus in the hall and the children enjoyed 
climbing, balancing and jumping from different heights, remembering to put their arms out and 
look forward when balancing and bend their knees to help them land.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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The highlight of our week was quite obviously our trip to the pantomime at South Hill Park! It 
was the first coach trip for many of the children, and the excitement started to build from the 
moment we walked into school. After lunch in the classroom, we walked up to the back gate 
with our partners and climbed onto the coach. The show was fantastic and we all enjoyed 
shouting, cheering, booing and singing our hearts out! 
 
In English this week, Year 1 followed a set of instructions to make their own Christmas cracker. 
We discussed the importance of clearly explaining what equipment is needed and giving clear, 
precise instructions in the right order. The children did a fantastic job making their crackers! 
Later in the week, we looked at photos of the cracker making process and put the key steps into 
sentences verbally. The children then worked hard to write these sentences using capital 
letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
 
History this week saw the class being transported back in time to 1960. We started the session 
with a PE lesson in the classroom; luckily, we didn’t have to do it in our vest and pants! We 
sang a traditional English song, ‘Soldier, Soldier’, and then lined up for a headlice check. A 
drink of milk ended the lesson, but it was nice and chilled from the fridge, not warm like it 
sometimes used to be in 1960! 
 
In Science, we completed our unit on Materials by designing and making a frame from 
cardboard, as we decided that this would be the strongest material to use. We stuck photos on 
the front and then chose little Christmassy decorations to adorn our frames. We discussed the 
properties of the decorations using scientific vocabulary such as ‘smooth’, ‘hard’, ‘absorbent’ 
and ‘waterproof’ before sticking them to our frames. 
 
In Maths, we talked about the properties of 3D shapes before deciding which shapes would be 
best suited to building a tower. We found out that the base of the tower needed to have a flat 
surface, rather than a curved surface like a cylinder or a sphere, and that the larger 3D shapes 
were best placed at the bottom of the tower. Much hilarity ensued when we tried (and failed) to 
use a spherical satsuma as the base for tower! 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, we have been completing Christmassy investigations. We have used our knowledge 
of addition and subtraction to become codebreakers and uncover hidden messages. Year 2 
have also worked really hard on their end-of-term assessments this week and should be very 
proud of the effort they have all put in.  
 
In English, we have carried on looking at ‘How The Grinch Stole Christmas’ by creating our own 
Seuss-inspired poems describing The Grinch. In these poems, we have used a selection of 
poetic techniques; for example, alliteration, rhyming and repetition. 
 
On Tuesday, KS1 had the opportunity to visit the South Hill Park Arts Centre and witness the 
pantomime ‘Cinderella’ performed. We had such a fabulous time laughing at Buttons and the 
ugly step-sisters; it had given us some great inspiration for our own production and encouraged 
us to make it even better. We have been practising our Key Stage 1 production and it has really 
come together. All of us in Year 2, as well as the rest of Key Stage 1, are so excited to show 
everyone what we have been working towards.  
 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, the children worked as newspaper reporters for The Daily Snow (the most 
popular newspaper in Elfhelm). They learnt about the features of a newspaper report and 
compiled a list of the most newsworthy events in A Boy Called Christmas. The children picked 
their favourite event to report on, with the exploding troll’s head being the most popular! They 
planned and wrote their newspaper reports using the 5 W ’s (who, when, where, what and why) 
and made sure to include an attention-grabbing headline.  
 
In Maths, we have been continuing to practise our times tables in timed conditions and we are 
really impressed with how much progress the children have made this term. 
 
In Science, the children worked in groups to carry out an investigation of their choice to 
compare the strength of different magnets. The children used their results as evidence to write 
a conclusion, explaining that the size of a magnet does not necessarily determine its strength.  
 
In History, the children used evidence to give a presentation explaining the impact of Bronze 
Age technology on society. They used everything they have learnt in History this term to create 
their posters and write their scripts, before giving their presentations to the class. We were so 
impressed with their group work as well as their oracy skills during our presentation afternoon. 
The children have been so inspired by this unit of work; we are so pleased to have so many 
budding historians in the class!  
 
In RE, we recapped the Christmas story and began compare the true meaning of Christmas to 
Christians with what Christmas means to us. The children created freeze frames to summarise 
their Christmas holiday experiences and created Christmas decorations for two different 
Christmas trees. One Christmas tree had decorations symbolising the meaning of Christmas for 
Christians and the other had decorations symbolising other meanings of Christmas.  
 
In Computing, the children learnt how to insert and format text boxes and used these to finish 
writing their information texts. They then had the challenge of saving and printing their work 
which they annotated to explain all of the word processing skills that they have learnt and used 
to produce this piece of work over the last five weeks.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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The children have enjoyed continuing with the Christmas celebrations. We have started our 
interactive advent calendar and put up the class Christmas tree. We are very proud of how well 
the children sang at the Carol Concert on Wednesday.  
 
In English, we have been focusing on organisational devices. The children looked at a variety of 
different leaflets and brochures to see if they were able to identify different organisational 
devices. We then planned our own leaflet to persuade people to visit Luxor in Egypt.  
 
In Maths, we are completing our last couple of lessons before we complete our end of term 
assessment. The children have explored the result of multiplying by 1 and 0 and what happens 
to a number when you divide it by 1 or itself. 
 
In Science this week, we focused on how pitch changes when a note is plucked. The children 
explored the different pitches produced when using thicker, thinner, longer and shorter elastic 
bands. Some children challenged themselves to change the tautness too. Following their 
investigations, they were able to identify that the thicker the band, the lower the note; the longer 
the band, the lower the note; the tighter the band, the higher the note.  
 
In RE, we have started exploring what is the most significant part of the Nativity story for 
Christians today? We listened to the Christmas story and recorded the symbols that we heard. 
The children then discussed what they symbolise and mean.  
 
In PE, the children practised two throws – javelin and chest pass. They practised the necessary 
techniques to allow them to throw the longest distance possible.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? Cont. 
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In English this week, we gazed upon a beautiful Victorian London scene, using some of the key 
features of city life to augment our writing. The children watched and read a series of Victorian 
London representations from ‘A Christmas Carol’ and contrasted them against the poor living 
conditions and terrible situations some of the inhabitants of London found themselves in at that 
time. They then composed their own setting descriptions, focusing on expanded noun phrases 
and tried to introduce some unfortunate details to the scene, through the rose-tinted glasses of 
a visitor to the city.   
  
In Maths, we built on our work on perimeter by looking how to also count and calculate area. 
We looked at different examples and the best methods to solve these. Sometimes, it was most 
efficient and accurate to count squares whereas other times, it was quicker to use 
our knowledge of times tables to calculate the area of rectilinear shapes. We also investigated 
what to do with a compound shape and how to split the shape up in order to calculate the area.  
  
In Computing, we continued to build on our Scratch games, using the costume features to 
create more immersion for the player. Children used ‘If’ statements to determine the time and 
situation for visual changes. The class produced some fantastic games, all channelling their 
creativity and embracing their initial game vision. Some children moved even further in game 
development and built in a health/score variable, dependent on what happens during 
gameplay. Their coding hats were well and truly on today!  
  
PSHE and RHE included a great discussion about the impact of an inactive lifestyle on our 
mental and physical health. The children talked about the importance of creating good habits in 
terms of exercise and diet.  
  
In History, we applied our knowledge of the national impact of the railways to our local area. We 
looked at the history of Sandhurst and how the introduction of a railway station in Crowthorne, 
and later Sandhurst, impacted the area. The children considered how local people may have 
felt about the building of Sandhurst station and how their opinions may have differed because of 
their personal circumstances. We imagined that we were Victorian Sandhurst residents and 
prepared for and conducted a debate regarding whether the station should be built or not. The 
children astounded us with their exceptional subject knowledge and formidable debating skills.   
 
The class had a chance this week to present their amazing Victorian projects to the class, then 
display them for Year 5 parents and carers. This was a great success and everyone involved 
could see the huge amount of hard work they had put in. We all left knowing a lot more about 
the Victorians than we did before. Well done Year 5! 
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It’s beginning to look at lot like Christmas… Year 6 are fully into the swing of the festive season. 
The children who were able to attend the KS2 carol concert sang beautifully. Thank you so 
much for joining us for this celebration: it was so lovely to be able to share this occasion with 
you all.   
 
The children also completed their homework projects this week and shared them with the rest 
of the class, as well as with the parents and carers who were able to make it into school on 
Monday afternoon. The projects were excellent and the level of work that had been put into 
these by the children was very evident. Many of the children created PowerPoints to convey 
what they had learnt about climate change, which they then presented confidently to their 
peers. Well done to everyone who took part in this project.    
 
This week in Maths, we have finished our extended unit on fractions by learning how to find a 
fraction of a whole, as well as how to find the whole from a fraction. We have also spent more 
time looking at problem solving, including how we can use representations to help us 
understand more complex problems. This has involved lots of resilience from the children but 
they have been fantastic in persevering until they complete the challenges set.   
 
During our English lessons, the children continued to write their Arctic Adventure stories. They 
are very nearly finished but need to ensure that their endings are fully extended and that they 
have resolved all of the events that have happened so far, as well as show their character’s 
development.   
 
In our RE lessons, we explored Christianity and our key enquiry question, ‘How significant is it 
that Mary was Jesus’ mother?’. We thought carefully about how it might feel to be ‘The Chosen 
One’, and what that might have meant for Mary and Joseph. We also discussed why Mary 
might have been chosen to be Jesus’ mother.   
 
We practiced our singing for the KS2 concert during our Music lessons this week and in French, 
we carried on writing our French Christmas story. During PE, we spent time practising our 
throwing skills before playing a few rounds of ‘Capture the Flag’, which remains a firm favourite 
with the children.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Bracknell Forest’s Winter Mini Challenge 
 
The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to keep up their reading habits over the winter 
holidays, with a free-to-access website featuring rewards for reading and reviewing books. To 
take part in the Winter Mini Challenge, children simply read three or more books – these can be 
any books of their choice. Every time they finish a book, they add it to their Challenge website 
profile and leave a short book review.  
 
Reaching their online reading goal will unlock a limited-edition virtual badge and a special 
Winter Mini Challenge certificate to print off and keep!  
 
Be a Wild World Hero this Winter!  
 
This year, The Reading Agency teamed up with WWF UK for the Wild World Heroes Summer 
Reading Challenge - exploring nature and action for the environment through reading. Now the 
Heroes are back to help with the Winter Mini Challenge! Join the Wild World Heroes as they 
embark on an Arctic adventure to find out about the creatures that live there. Find out about the 
environmental issues facing this precious, remote place and even spot a narwhal or two.  
 
Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple. Read at least three books between 01 
December and 16 January and add them to your online profile at wintermini.org.uk to 
earn fun digital rewards! You'll find loads of other great stuff on the website too, including 
games, book reviews, reading activities and content from the best children’s authors and 
illustrators around. 
 
For full details, please see the extra information which was emailed to parents/carers. 
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“It has to be NOW” online shop partnership 
 
One of our former pupils has created an online shop and is offering families the chance to 
purchase items from their online shop and some of the income generated will be given back to 
Uplands for our pupil resources.  
 
Shop eco with us and make one small change 
We have partnered with the eco-shop, ‘It has to 
be NOW’, to: 

 raise much needed funds for our school 
environment 

 raise awareness of the urgency with which 
we need to act to tackle some of the 
environmental challenges confronting our 
planet. 

 
A message from ‘It has to be NOW’ 
Please visit the online shop, 
www.ithastobenow.com, for some great eco 
buys. Use the Coupon Code ‘Uplands’ on 
checkout by 05 December 2021. You will not be 
charged for shipping. All orders will be delivered 
to the It Has To Be NOW team to distribute to 
customers (to minimise the carbon footprint). 
 
Don’t forget to ask your friends and family if they would like to make some changes and earn 
money for the school too! 
 
Coupon Code: Uplands   Order deadline: 5

th
 December (at noon) 

 
Our children are aware of many of the environmental challenges that the planet is facing: the 
climate crisis, plastic pollution, lost habitats, species extinction, to name but a few. We adults 
need to show we care and lead by example. Please join us in making some small changes in 
the way you live because the maths is simple: lots of small changes by us adults will make a 
huge difference for our children.  
 
Thank you so much for joining us in doing our bit to make the world a better place. 
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