
 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 

 

Autumn Term: Issue 13 03 December 2021 

School Lunches 
 
Please note that the menu on Wednesday 08 December has changed because of Christmas 
lunch day on Friday 10 December. The choices for Wednesday 08 December have been 
changed on Scopay so please ensure that if you had already ordered a lunch for this day, the 
choice is still correct. Thank you. 

Secret Santa for pupils to purchase gifts for their 
parent/carer or family members 

 
Due to the success of Secret Santa gifts in previous years, the Uplands Fundraising Community 
(UFC) is excited to run the event again this year. 
 
Secret Santa offers the children an opportunity to purchase a gift for their parents/carers or 
grandparents at pocket money prices. Gifts are £2.50 each. 
 
In true Secret Santa style, the gifts this year will be top secret, but rest assured they will be 
suitable for all*. Once ordered through Scopay, the UFC will wrap your children's gifts  and 
pass them to school to be distributed in the week beginning 13 December. 
 
There will be 3 gift options: One for Men (M), One for Women (W) and One Food Gift 
(F). Please feel free to order as many gifts as you would like. 
 
To ensure we can make this work for your children and to avoid disappointment, please place 
your orders by midday on Friday 10 December. 
 
* Previous gifts have included manicure set, gardening gloves, tool set, biscuits, etc. 

This Photo by Unknown 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 06.12.2021   Y5/6 homework project viewing session for families—email sent 

Tuesday 07.12.2021   KS1 pantomime visit (South Hill Park), 12:30—17:00 approx.  

Wednesday 08.12.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour, 10:00—now full 

Wednesday 08.12.2021   KS2 Carol Concert, St. Michael’s Church, 18:00 

Thursday 09.12.2021   KS2 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Friday 10.12.2021   Uplands Christmas Lunch (orders now closed) 

Friday 10.12.2021   Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (see info in this newsletter) 

Tuesday 14.12.2021   YR & KS1 Production, afternoon—letter and booking info sent 

Wednesday 15.12.2021   YR & KS1 Production, afternoon—letter and booking info sent 

Thursday 16.12.2021   YN party (just pupils) and carols (parents/carers invited) - info to follow 

Thursday 16.12.2021   YR-Y6 class parties. Non-uniform day & packed lunches—info to follow 

Tuesday 04.01.2022   Inset Day (school and nursery not open) 

Monday 10.01.2022   Y5 rescheduled trip to Warner Bros Studios—details as before 

Friday 14.01.2022   Y5/6 Indoor Athletics tournament—info to follow in January 2022. 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Giving cards via the Uplands Christmas Post Box 
 
After two years of being unable to, children can once again post their Christmas cards to their 
peers and staff members via our Uplands Christmas Post Boxes. Children will be given time to 
deliver their cards to the post box (located in the hall, by the Christmas tree for YR-Y6, and in 
Nursery for YN pupils) and our Year 6 elves will sort and deliver them to the classes (YR-Y6; 
Nursery staff will sort and deliver cards in the YN box, including bringing any cards for YR-Y6 
over to the main building.  
 
With COVID-19 in mind, please note the following requests: 

 Please fold in the envelope flap or put a sticker/piece of tape on the flap, as opposed to 
licking the envelope. 

 Please ensure you or your child write the child’s name and year group on the envelope. 
You would be surprised how many blank envelopes of cards to ‘Ben’ we get with no year 
group! 

 
In addition, we have also been conscious of our eco-friendly initiatives at this time of year. 
There is a viewpoint that giving cards is a waste of paper and is less eco-friendly, and another 
viewpoint that charities make vital profits from selling cards, so we support families in whichever 
decision they make with regard to cards. However, your child may wish to write a card to the 
whole class as opposed to individual peers or other classes, or donate to a charity in lieu of 
sending cards. These are just ideas to support all viewpoints at this time of year. 
 
Finally, staff are always delighted to receive cards, and these can be sent through the post box, 
but cards are not expected from pupils so please do not feel any pressure for your child to write 
a card to staff. 

Christmas has come to Uplands! 
The children have enjoyed decorating their classrooms this week, and the staff enjoyed 
decorating the hall!  
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Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events.  
 
If any family member or member of the public reading this newsletter works for a company that 
is looking to advertise, we are offering wall space and electronic space at Uplands to promote 
companies.  
 
To find out more and discuss the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by 
emailing marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

KS2 trip to South Hill Park’s pantomime! 
 
Key Stage 2 pupils travelled to South Hill Park on Wednesday 01 December to watch a 
pantomime of Cinderella. It was a fantastic show and the children loved it! Our thanks to all the 
parents/carers who supported us with the additional COVID-19 requests for the journey—it was 
greatly appreciated.  
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Badminton tournament: runners up!  
 
Well done to our badminton teams who attended the Bracknell Forest tournament and finished 
in second place overall. The pupils, chosen for their skill in badminton specifically, played 
incredibly well and should feel really proud of their achievements. 
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community need you! 
Key roles 

 
The Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) is a registered charity and is the fundraising arm of 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery.  
 
Our main committee comprises a Chairperson, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, and this 
committee is supported by the Head Teacher and Deputy Headteacher, alongside a group of 
other dedicated parents and carers in the school. At present, we only have a Vice-Chair and a 
Treasurer, and are looking to fill the positions of Chairperson and Secretary. We will be hosting 
an AGM in January and invite all parents/carers to attend, and to consider whether they 
would like to put themselves forward for one of the roles. The date of the meeting will be 
published in next week’s newsletter. 
 
The main duties of both positions can be found on our website. 
 
If you would like to discuss either of these roles in more detail, or the continued fundraising 
efforts of the UFC, please contact Mrs Deacon via the school office at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community needs you! 
Class Reps 

 
We are seeking class representatives! Class reps at Uplands play a vital role in being the link 
between families and school, and pass on important messages and news, as well as helping to 
organise class events such as stalls at the Summer Fayre. Please see the table below for 
current vacancies, and let Mrs Deacon know via the school office at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org if you are willing to become a class rep for your child/ren’s class. 
 

 

 

Nursery Heather Powell Gem Lewellyn  

Reception Vacant Vacant 

Year 1 Louise Mulgrew Vacant 

Year 2 Vacant Vacant 

Year 3 Sangita Condon Tracy Weightman 

Year 4 Louise Mulgrew Lucy Batty 

Year 5 Heather Powell Vacant 

Year 6 Libby May Vacant 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. All tours will take 
place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be a limited number 
of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email Mrs Alison 
Livingstone, our Admin Manager: office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 
places per family. Please note these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The application window for primary school places will open in November and closes on 15 
January 2022. You may find further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this 
link. 

Christmas Jumper Day, 10.12.2021 
 
On Friday 10 December (on Christmas lunch day), Uplands will be taking part in Save the 
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day. We are inviting all children to wear a Christmas 
jumper to school for the day, alongside their regular school dress, skirt, shorts or trousers. 
We’re asking families to make a donation to support children in the UK and around the world. 
By taking part, we will be helping children who don’t have the basics they need to survive – like 
food, school or medicine – to start seeing the magic in the world again.   
 
You may donate via Scopay: the title of the event is ‘Christmas Jumper Charity Day’. 
Alternatively, we will collect any cash donations on the front and back school gates on the 
morning of 10 December. 
 
Thank you for helping us make Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day a success.  
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. This includes 
using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. Please keep your 
children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

KS2 Celebration Assembly 26 November 

Dogs on site 
 
Don’t forget that we now have an area where parents/carers can tie up dogs when they drop off 
or pick up children. This is located to the left of the main green gate on the Albion Road 
entrance, and is an inset part of the wooden fence where dogs can remain off the path and 
away from other families and children. Please note that Uplands takes no responsibility for the 
security or safety of any animal on site, and animals tethered in this area (and their actions) are 
the owner’s responsibility. Also, if you tie your dog up, please clear up after them. Please also 
note that dogs are not allowed on site, either on a lead or being carried. 
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In Nursery this week, we have been getting into the festive spirit with some Christmas-themed 
activities. We set up lots of Christmas curiosity items, such as dried oranges and cinnamon 
sticks, which the children had fun exploring. On the playdough table, we had mixed spice 
scented playdough and pine leaves to create our own Christmas puddings. The children also 
made us cups of fruit tea with fruit slices and cloves, which smelt amazing! 
 
This week, we set about decorating Nursery ready for Christmas; the children took ownership of 
putting the decorations on the tree, and were really proud of the end result. They also helped to 
make paper chains to hang from the ceiling. The children learnt about the importance of 
Advent, and how it is the period before Christmas which celebrates the birth of Jesus. We then 
introduced the children to our own nativity Advent calendar. We are looking forward to adding 
another character to our calendar each day in December. We have also been busy practising 
Christmas songs for our carol concert; we can’t wait for the children to perform for you.   
 
The children were really excited to discover ice and snow in the garden on Monday. This led to 
lots of spontaneous learning around how and why water turns into ice. The children enjoyed 
making predictions about what would happen to the ice if it was dropped onto the ground. They 
also found that they could make prints in the snow with their feet, and by rolling the tyres to 
make tracks.  
 
For our carpet learning this week, we worked on listening to and identifying musical sounds. 
First, we listened to each of the instruments, to hear their distinct sounds. Next, we hid the 
instruments in a “noisy box”, so the children couldn’t see them. We then played each one in turn 
and the children had to use their listening skills to work out what instrument it was, based on the 
sound they could hear. The children then enjoyed trying out all the instruments themselves at 
the end of the session.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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Christmas landed in Reception this week. The children created their own Advent Calendar and 
are enjoying taking turns to open the doors and count down the days until the Christmas 
holiday.  
 
Throughout the week, the children practised the songs for our Christmas production and 
enjoyed the opportunity to practise on the big stage; they are looking forward to performing for 
their families in a couple of weeks’ time.  
 
During literacy lessons, the children listened to the story of ‘Stick Man’ by Julia Donaldson and 
discussed the many different things Stick Man was used for. They then wrote a sentence 
about  Stick Man and what he could be. There were some fantastic ideas, including being a 
hockey stick, a stick to cook a marshmallow and a magic wand. It has been lovely to see how 
much the children have progressed with their writing skills since September, using the phonic 
and tricky word mats independently to help them write.  
 
In Maths, the children continued to explore numbers 4 and 5, finding different ways to make 
each number using Numicon, a five frame, and the part-whole model.    
 
In child-initiated learning time, the children used wooden lolly sticks to make shape pictures, 
created landscapes using the big bricks and had lots of fun making paper chains to decorate 
the classroom.    
 
This week saw the last Outdoor Adventures session for the ten Yellow Bus children and it was 
lovely to hear them express how much they have loved learning outdoors in Squirrel Wood, 
especially making hot chocolate, cooking marshmallows on the campfire and swinging on the 
swings. During the final session, the children learnt how to make holes in wood using a hand 
drill, and then used their drilled pieces of wood to create wooden medallions, which they strung 
on a piece of string to make a necklace. 
 
Finally, Stick Man was featured in our Finger Gym activities, where the children created 
fantastic stick men out of playdough, demonstrated how much they have developed their cutting 
skills by cutting out Stick Man and his family, completed pencil control worksheets and enjoyed 
playing Pick Up Sticks in teams. 

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In Year 1 this week, we have managed to strike a good balance between practising for our 
Christmas production whilst still packing lots and lots of learning in. We have already decorated 
our class Christmas tree and have started to make hundreds of paper chains to adorn our 
classroom, and it is certainly starting to look festive elsewhere around the school. However, 
with only two weeks to go before we break up, we have still got some learning to squeeze in as 
well as the many fun activities we have planned, so we are trying not to let our excitement get 
the better of us so we can still focus on our learning. 
 
In History, we recapped primary and secondary sources of evidence and how historians use 
these to build a picture of the past. Following on from this, we looked at the history of Sandhurst 
and discussed how different it must have been before Sandhurst Military Academy and 
Wellington College were built. We looked at a picture of the site of the Military Academy in 1801 
and were surprised to see that there was nothing but hills, trees and grass there before the 
building was erected. In our groups, we looked at pictures of Sandhurst in the past and worked 
together to formulate lots of questions that we could ask as historians. We even looked at a 
picture of where Miss Greenfield’s great-grandparents’ shop used to be!  
 
For Computing, we needed to delve deep into our memory to recall how to retrieve saved work 
on Purple Mash. We logged on using our username and password and then found the work that 
we had previously saved. We needed a little bit of help remembering the sequence of actions, 
but with a little help, we were able to find the picture that we saved a few weeks ago. 
 
Maths saw the end of our unit on numbers up to 20, and we all answered some quite tricky 
questions to show how much we had learnt over the past couple of weeks. We did really well 
ordering numbers, matching pictures to numerals and finding missing numbers but still need to 
practise ‘one more’ and ‘one less’ than a given number. Maybe counting doors on Advent 
calendars could be a way to incorporate Maths at home this week! 
 
In English this week, we concluded our traditional tales unit by writing some full sentences 
about the big bad wolf. The children worked really hard to apply their excellent descriptive ideas 
from last week and were careful to check their capital letters and full stops, as well as finger 
spaces. Later in the week, we began a new unit on instructions. The children realised the 
importance of being clear and specific when they had to give instructions for a teacher to make 
a jam sandwich. We also discussed the importance of ordering your instructions and telling your 
reader what they will need before they begin. We then had a go at following a range of 
instructions, from origami to drawing to making dinosaur models, to see the importance of well-
written instructions and helpful diagrams. 
 
Science was very messy this week: we investigated different types of paper and conducted an 
experiment to find the best paper for writing on, painting on and mopping up. We discovered 
that wrapping paper was good for writing and painting on, but that the pages of a magazine 
were too shiny to paint on using watercolour paints. We found out (after a cheeky adult 
sprinkled water on our tables) that paper towel is not great for writing and painting but certainly 
does a good job at mopping up! We used scientific vocabulary such as ‘absorbent’ and ‘not 
waterproof’ to explain our findings. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Maths, we have been consolidating our learning of the 2, 5 and 10 times tables and working 
hard to decode word problems. We have been learning what key information to look for in word 
problems and how we can use this information to decipher what mathematical operation we 
must use to get the answer. 
 
In English, Year 2 received a letter from a Mr Grinch, who claimed he wanted to steal their 
Christmas. We have been learning all about persuasive writing techniques; for example, ‘the 
rule of three’ and emotive language. We have role played as The Grinch to see how convincing 
our reasons for not stealing Christmas were and had an excellent time acting grumpy, grouchy 
and grinchy. We then combined all of our learning for the week into persuasive letters which we 
have sent to Mt. Crumpit and we are anxiously awaiting his reply. 
 
In Science, we have been taking on the role of innovators. This week, we focused on John 
Dunlop who invented the air-filled tyre; having heard this story, we used this as inspiration to 
invent something new from a compact disc and a straw. Year 2 had some excellent and 
imaginative new uses for these items, ranging from a hanger for your handbag to a paint 
spreader for your artwork. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, continuing with our topic of ‘physical health’, Year 2 have been discussing 
the importance of oral hygiene including flossing and regular trips to the dentist. To simulate 
flossing, we have used playdough to replicate plaque, wooden pegs to act as teeth and string to 
act as the dental floss.  
 
Year 2 have allowed their inner thespians to make an appearance this week, as we are 
rehearsing our Key Stage 1 production. All of the children are working so hard to memorise 
their lines and make this production very special. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, the children learnt how to use fronted adverbials to improve their 
sentences and have been using these in their writing. They have been working diligently to 
make sure they include a comma after each fronted adverbial. The children wrote the problem, 
resolution and ending sections of their Christmas-themed stories and should be really proud of 
how much effort they have put into these extended pieces of writing. They used their editing 
pens to improve their spelling, punctuation and grammar before sharing their stories with their 
classmates.  
 
In Guided Reading, the children have been retrieving key information from the text. The children 
understand that to retrieve, they have to go fishing for information in the text, and they have 
been using this skill to ask and answer each other’s questions.  
 
In Maths this week, we have been building on our knowledge of the 4 times table to start to 
multiply and divide by 8. The children recognise that each multiple of 8 is double its equivalent 
multiple of 4 and are becoming more confident in skip counting in 8s. 
 
In Design and Technology, the children finished making their cushions and enjoyed filling them 
with kapok. We reflected on the process from the initial design to the finished product and the 
children evaluated their work against their design brief. The children are really proud of their 
finished cushions and we are sure they will decorate your homes beautifully!  
 
In History, we revisted the difference between primary and secondary sources. We learnt that 
prehistoric people left no written records so archaeologists have to look for evidence to 
understand the way people lived, such as building remains, tools and weapons. The children 
used pictures of ten different primary sources to begin to answer questions about life in the 
Bronze Age and the impact of technological developments.  
 
In Computing, the children continued to type up their information texts. To make the process 
more efficient, they used keyboard shortcuts to perform a variety of functions, such as 
underlining the title and saving their work.  
 
The children thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the pantomime and it definitely helped us to get 
into the Christmas spirit! We have been excitedly opening the doors on our virtual advent 
calendar every morning and look forward to enjoying more festive activities together in the 
coming weeks.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, the children have enjoyed continuing to explore Egypt. We have moved 
on to exploring Modern Egypt: Luxor. We have been practising writing sentences using the 
present perfect tense. The children understand that they need to have a subject, auxiliary verb 
and past tense verb within their sentence. We then received a letter from our a pen pal called 
Geoff. He was keen to tell us everything he had been up to at home, in England, using lots of 
present perfect tense. We identified these within the letter before writing a letter in response. 
The children have continued to enjoy their reading groups and are keen to share what they 
have read with the rest of the class.  
 
In Maths, we have moved on to dividing by 10 and 100. We focused on the differences between 
multiplying and dividing and what this means to the digits on the place value grid. The children 
understand that the digits move to the right when dividing as the answer gets smaller and know 
that it is one place if dividing by 10 and two places if dividing by 100. We finished off the week 
by completing reasoning and problem-solving questions focusing on dividing by 10 and 100.  
 
Last week in Science, the children enjoyed completing investigations outside on the playground 
to help recognise whether sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 
The children tested a cabasa, rubbing hands, elastic band, egg shaker and bells to see which 
one they could hear the loudest when moving away from the sound source. They worked 
collaboratively to measure the distance using a metre stick. By the end of the lesson, they all 
agreed that the sound gets fainter the further away from the sound source.  
 
In Art and Design, the children spent some time reviewing and critiquing their work. We looked 
at an example of their sketching and watercolour techniques from last week and discussed 
what went well and what could be improved before allowing the children to critique their work 
individually. We came up with areas for improvement as a whole class and thought how we 
could achieve these.  
 
In History, the children asked and answered historical questions about the way of life in Ancient 
Egypt and the similarities and differences between life in Ancient Egypt compared to the Bronze 
Age. The children worked together to create questions and answer them. 
 
This week in Computing, the children continued to develop their word processing skills by 
learning to insert and format a table. The children added columns and removed rows before 
formatting their table to include filled colours and borders.  
 
We had a fantastic afternoon watching Cinderella and the children behaved beautifully – a great 
start to the festive celebrations.   

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English this week, we closed the book on Charles Dickens’ ‘Great Expectations’. The 
children were thrilled to discover the ending to a story they had become very invested in 
and enjoyed every twist and turn of the plot. They answered VIPERS questions on the events of 
the story and produced some excellent writing that detailed the meeting of Pip and 
Magwitch through careful use of dialogue and action. We are looking forward to exploring 
another, more festive, Dickens story next week...  
  
In Maths, we worked on our knowledge of perimeter. The children measured and calculated 
their way to find the distance around the outside of some closed 2D shapes. As our confidence 
increased, we even started finding missing lengths on some shapes and noticed some 
interesting similarities between the perimeters of different shapes...  
  
In Computing, we took an in-depth look at ‘If, Else’ statements. The children evaluated a game I 
had made and discussed what code must have been created in order for the game to work. 
They then put their coding hats on and turned their logical thinking into ideas for blocks of code. 
They were then ready to start creating their very own version of the games. There was a lot of 
experimentation and great use of their computational thinking skills and resilience, leading to 
some fantastic ‘V1’ games.  
  
PSHE and RHE involved a great discussion about the benefits of living an active lifestyle. We 
talked about physical and mental health and how your lifestyle can have a huge influence on 
these areas. The children then produced some persuasive work, aiming to convince others to 
live a more active lifestyle too.  
  
In History, we continued to investigate the impact that the expansion of the railways in Victorian 
times had on Britain. The children were surprised to find out quite how drastically the railways 
shaped the way we tell the time, the way we shop, our holiday habits and even our postal 
system. Next, we will be investigating how the railways affected our local area.  
  
Our guest writer this week is Esme:  
This week, I have really enjoyed our History topic: Steam Trains. I have learned a lot of facts 
about it such as: it used to cost 1p per mile! In Maths, we have been doing perimeter and I have 
learned how to work out the perimeter without knowing all the measurements.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It has been another busy week (Oh no it hasn’t!). Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed their visit to South 
Hill Park to see Cinderella and have also enjoyed decorating their classroom ready for 
Christmas. During our Maths lessons this week, we continued to develop our problem-solving 
skills when multiplying and dividing fractions. We also revisited how to simplify fractions and 
identify equivalent fractions, as the children seem to be finding this a little difficult.    
 
In English this week, we continued writing our Arctic Adventure stories. This is an extended 
write, and the children are working very hard to ensure their stories are cohesive and show 
development of character. Stamina for writing is something we have discussed, particularly how 
to stay focused when writing longer pieces. In between each section of their story, the children 
are given the opportunity to continue planning so they can be sure how they want their story to 
progress. Throughout all lessons, the Year 6 adults take turns working with each of the children 
on a 1:1 basis, reading through and helping them to edit their work so far.   
 
Our History lesson focused on finding out more about the Shang Dynasty: in particular, how the 
Dynasty started and finished, what their lives were like and what were their main achievements. 
The children used laptops alongside other sources to research a series of key questions, as 
well as following their own enquiries into Shang life. During our Art and Design lessons this 
week, the children used photographs of themselves from different perspectives to sketch, and 
then paint, a cubist inspired portrait of themselves.   
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed elements of maintaining good physical health, specifically 
how we can ensure that we eat a healthy and varied diet. We also continued with our new 
Science unit on light this week, and learnt more about how we see by thinking carefully about 
how light travels in a straight line from a light source to our eyes. We also explored reflection 
and played a game to help answer the question, ‘Do things look the same in a mirror?’.   
   
During our PE lesson, we held a Year 6 handball competition. This game involves accurate 
throwing and the ability to catch a ball securely while finding space. The children worked 
together in small groups and played each other in a tournament. Before they started their 
matches, the children completed a fitness warm-up activity and then practised their handball 
skills in a training session, prior to playing their first match.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Bracknell Forest’s Winter Mini Challenge 
 
The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to keep up their reading habits over the winter 
holidays, with a free-to-access website featuring rewards for reading and reviewing books. To 
take part in the Winter Mini Challenge, children simply read three or more books – these can be 
any books of their choice. Every time they finish a book, they add it to their Challenge website 
profile and leave a short book review.  
 
Reaching their online reading goal will unlock a limited-edition virtual badge and a special 
Winter Mini Challenge certificate to print off and keep!  
 
Be a Wild World Hero this Winter!  
 
This year, The Reading Agency teamed up with WWF UK for the Wild World Heroes Summer 
Reading Challenge - exploring nature and action for the environment through reading. Now the 
Heroes are back to help with the Winter Mini Challenge! Join the Wild World Heroes as they 
embark on an Arctic adventure to find out about the creatures that live there. Find out about the 
environmental issues facing this precious, remote place and even spot a narwhal or two.  
 
Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple. Read at least three books between 01 
December and 16 January and add them to your online profile at wintermini.org.uk to 
earn fun digital rewards! You'll find loads of other great stuff on the website too, including 
games, book reviews, reading activities and content from the best children’s authors and 
illustrators around. 
 
For full details, please see the extra information which was emailed to parents/carers. 
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“It has to be NOW” online shop partnership 
 
One of our former pupils has created an online shop and is offering families the chance to 
purchase items from their online shop and some of the income generated will be given back to 
Uplands for our pupil resources.  
 
Shop eco with us and make one small change 
We have partnered with the eco-shop, ‘It has to 
be NOW’, to: 

 raise much needed funds for our school 
environment 

 raise awareness of the urgency with which 
we need to act to tackle some of the 
environmental challenges confronting our 
planet. 

 
A message from ‘It has to be NOW’ 
Please visit the online shop, 
www.ithastobenow.com, for some great eco 
buys. Use the Coupon Code ‘Uplands’ on 
checkout by 05 December 2021. You will not be 
charged for shipping. All orders will be delivered 
to the It Has To Be NOW team to distribute to 
customers (to minimise the carbon footprint). 
 
Don’t forget to ask your friends and family if they would like to make some changes and earn 
money for the school too! 
 
Coupon Code: Uplands   Order deadline: 5

th
 December (at noon) 

 
Our children are aware of many of the environmental challenges that the planet is facing: the 
climate crisis, plastic pollution, lost habitats, species extinction, to name but a few. We adults 
need to show we care and lead by example. Please join us in making some small changes in 
the way you live because the maths is simple: lots of small changes by us adults will make a 
huge difference for our children.  
 
Thank you so much for joining us in doing our bit to make the world a better place. 
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