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Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
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Autumn Term: Issue 12 26 November 2021 

Letter from Minister for Safeguarding 
 
In July 2021, Minister Atkins visited Uplands to discuss our PSHE & RHE curriculum and how 
our work could feed into her agenda on violence against women and girls. Photos continued on 
page 7. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 30.11.2021   Y5/6 Badminton event—info sent 

Wednesday 01.12.2021 
  KS2 pantomime visit (South Hill Park), 12:30—17:00 approx.  

PAYMENT DUE TODAY 

Thursday 02.12.2021   KS1 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Friday 03.12.2021   Christmas jumper sale, 15:10—15:30 (in playground or hall—TBC) 

Monday 06.12.2021   Y5/6 homework project viewing session for families—info to follow 

Tuesday 07.12.2021   KS1 pantomime visit (South Hill Park), 12:30—17:00 approx.  

Wednesday 08.12.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour, 10:00—now full 

Wednesday 08.12.2021   KS2 Carol Concert, St. Michael’s Church, 18:00 

Thursday 09.12.2021   KS2 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Friday 10.12.2021   Uplands Christmas Lunch (orders now closed) 

Friday 10.12.2021   Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (see info in this newsletter) 

Tuesday 14.12.2021   YR & KS1 Production, afternoon—details to follow 

Wednesday 15.12.2021   YR & KS1 Production, afternoon—details to follow 

Thursday 16.12.2021   NY party (just pupils) and carols (parents/carers invited) - info to follow 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Boccia event  
 
Well done to our latest Boccia teams who represented us at the event on 22 November 2021! 
As a special mention, our Year 5 team finished 2nd overall! Well done to everyone involved.  

Parent Governor Election 
 
We have a vacancy on our governing board for a Parent Governor. Nominations for the role 
opened this week and will close on Wednesday 01 December at 1500. You should have 
received the information via email this week (sent via EdSmart on Wednesday 24 November) 
but alternatively, all the details are on the school website: https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-
school/governor-information-duties/ 
Please do consider volunteering if you would like to be more involved in the strategic direction 
of the school. 

School Lunches 
 
Please note that the menu on Wednesday 08 December has changed because of Christmas 
lunch day on Friday 10 December. The choices for Wednesday 08 December have been 
changed on Scopay so please ensure that if you had already ordered a lunch for this day the 
choice is still correct. Thank you. 

Club update: some clubs have now finished 
 
Please note that the Years 5 and 6 after-school club with Mr Archer has now finished. There are 
no more sessions of this club this term. 
 
Next week (week commencing 29 November 2021) is the last week for the Years 1 and 2 club 
and the Years 3 and 4 club. There will be no sessions of these clubs after Wednesday 01 
December. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-school/governor-information-duties/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-school/governor-information-duties/
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community need you! 
Key roles 

 
The Uplands Fundraising Community (UFC) is a registered charity and is the fundraising arm of 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery.  
 
Our main committee comprises a Chairperson, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, and this 
committee is supported by the Head Teacher and Deputy Headteacher, alongside a group of 
other dedicated parents and carers in the school. At present, we only have a Vice-Chair and a 
Treasurer, and are looking to fill the positions of Chairperson and Secretary. We will be hosting 
an AGM in January and invite all parents/carers to attend, and to consider whether they 
would like to put themselves forward for one of the roles. The date of the meeting will be 
published in next week’s newsletter. 
 
The main duties of both positions can be found on our website. 
 
If you would like to discuss either of these roles in more detail, or the continued fundraising 
efforts of the UFC, please contact Mrs Deacon via the school office at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. 

The Uplands Fundraising Community needs you! 
Class Reps 

 
We are seeking class representatives! Class reps at Uplands play a vital role in being the link 
between families and school, and pass on important messages and news, as well as helping to 
organise class events such as stalls at the Summer Fayre. Please see the table below for 
current vacancies, and let Mrs Deacon know via the school office at 
office@uplandsberkshire.org if you are willing to become a class rep for your child/ren’s class. 
 

 

 

Nursery Heather Powell Vacant 

Reception Vacant Vacant 

Year 1 Louise Mulgrew Vacant 

Year 2 Vacant Vacant 

Year 3 Sangita Condon Tracy Weightman 

Year 4 Louise Mulgrew Lucy Batty 

Year 5 Heather Powell Vacant 

Year 6 Libby May Vacant 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-school/uplands-fundraising-community/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
office@uplandsberkshire.org
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The Little Prince, read by Mr Sherwood 
 
As part of our reading offer, Mr Sherwood has recorded (with some special guests!) a reading of 
‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint Exupery as a treat for the pupils in the run up to Bookfest. 
We thought these recordings might support parents/carers with their home story reading in the 
evenings. There will be approximately 2 episodes released each week. We hope you enjoy 
listening to the story with your child!  

Episode 1 can be viewed here 
Episode 2 can be viewed here 
Episode 3 can be viewed here  
Episode 4 can be viewed here 
Episode 5 can be viewed here 
Episode 6 can be viewed here 
Episode 7 can be viewed here 
Episode 8 can be viewed here 

Episode 9 can be viewed here 
Episode 10 can be viewed here 
Episode 11 can be viewed here 
Episode 12 can be viewed here 
Episode 13 can be viewed here 
Episode 14 (the final episode) 
can be viewed here. 
We hope you enjoyed the story! 

Children in Need 
 
Thank you for all the donations: we have raised a fantastic £298.93. Thank you to everyone 
who donated to this worthwhile cause, and helped our pupils understand the importance of 
helping others. 

Uplands Fundraising Community 
Christmas Jumper Bring & Buy Sale 

Friday 03 December 1510 - 1530 
Playground/hall 

 
Please bring all Christmas jumper donations to school on  

the morning of Thursday 02 December. 
 

All jumpers will be priced at £2.00. 
 

All money raised will go towards resources for the children of Uplands. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://youtu.be/dLawn9Aq4LY
https://youtu.be/3Tavu-6GZ_U
https://youtu.be/lJya2tRNDFM
https://youtu.be/znA7oxOm5Bs
https://youtu.be/oxdDKhLNPNI
https://youtu.be/7ATPKklqQdI
https://youtu.be/l7hjAUcygWg
https://youtu.be/pMjJopy2R_c
https://youtu.be/uMvLPZ75H-U
https://youtu.be/0VXj66NIrag
https://youtu.be/UNr-IhwMi1w
https://youtu.be/jITG8g7WF7s
https://youtu.be/W8uJsVCHVws
https://youtu.be/Vj2HetMSL88
https://youtu.be/Vj2HetMSL88
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School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. All tours will take 
place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be a limited number 
of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email Mrs Alison 
Livingstone, our Admin Manager: office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 
places per family. Please note these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The application window for primary school places will open in November and closes on 15 
January 2022. You may find further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this 
link. 

Christmas Jumper Day, 10.12.2021 
 
On Friday 10 December (on Christmas lunch day), Uplands will be taking part in Save the 
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day. We are inviting all children to wear a Christmas 
jumper to school for the day, alongside their regular school dress, skirt, shorts or trousers. 
We’re asking families to make a donation to support children in the UK and around the world. 
By taking part, we will be helping children who don’t have the basics they need to survive – like 
food, school or medicine – to start seeing the magic in the world again.   
 
You may donate via Scopay: the title of the event is ‘Christmas Jumper Charity Day’. 
Alternatively, we will collect any cash donations on the front and back school gates on the 
morning of 10 December. 
 
Thank you for helping us make Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day a success.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-school/join-our-family/join-us-primary/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-admissions
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Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  

Letters from Minister Atkins cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://prideofbracknell.com/nominate/
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Computing challenge for all year groups 
 
Please see the poster below for the explanation of our first computing challenge. A link for the 
Drop Box with programs in it has been emailed to families. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 
 
This includes using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. 
Please keep your children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Celebration Assembly 19 November 

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
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mailto:marketing@uplandsberkshire.org
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Cross Country tournament, 12.11.2021 
 
Well done again to our 8 cross country teams who attended the Bracknell Forest event on 
Friday 12 November 2021. We were proud to be the only school in Bracknell Forest to take 8 
teams (4 boys’ teams and 4 girls’ teams), and this highlights our commitment to providing 
opportunities for as many pupils as possible to attend events. Not only did we bring so many 
teams, but of all the schools that entered and of the 12 trophies available, Uplands collected 4 
of those trophies!  
 
Here are some of the great photos taken by a photographer at the event! You can find all the 
photos shared on the Bracknell Forest Council Facebook page. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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This week in Nursery, the children enjoyed a wide range of activities. To give the children a 
chance to explore how things work, we provided them with technological objects to take apart. 
This was brilliant for sparking curiosity about how things are made, as well as getting the 
children to practise their hand eye coordination skills by using screwdrivers to remove screws. 
Following the children’s interests, we set up a cutting activity with scissors, fabric and paper. 
We are working on using scissors safely without the need for reminders from adults, and were 
heartened to see how many of the children are now able to achieve this. We also set up a 
lovely sand atelier, which was much used by the children. They enjoyed moving the sand 
through the guttering into different containers, and mark making in the sand with paint brushes.  
 
During our Outdoor Adventures sessions, we read a book called ‘One Special Day’, about a 
little hedgehog who goes on an adventure. This was a hook for what the children were going to 
discover in Foxes’ Wood. After listening to the story, the children went on a walk around Foxes’ 
Wood and found lots of litter scatted everywhere! They picked it all up for us and said that the 
hedgehogs wouldn’t be very happy. We then discovered a ‘hedgehog’ stuck in one of the 
littered boxes. The children worked together to make a nice, warm house out of leaves, twigs 
and logs, for the hedgehog to hibernate in. 
 
In PE, the children continued to work on their underarm and overarm throwing skills. After a 
warm up, Mr Archer challenged the children to throw their bean bags into bays at different 
distances. The further they were able to throw their bean bags, the more points they received. 
The children relished the challenge and it was lovely to see them sharing in each other’s 
accomplishments when one of them scored the highest points. 
 
For our focused learning this week, the children worked on developing their listening and 
attention skills, by describing different small world animals to each other. They told one another 
what they knew about the animals; for example, ‘it has four legs’ and then named them. Once 
they were confident, they described each animal to the group. They showed really great 
teamwork, listening skills and some brilliant vocabulary.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception enjoyed learning through popular Nursery Rhymes. In Drawing Club, the 
children recited the rhyme of Humpty Dumpty, drew pictures of Humpty Dumpty and wrote a 
sentence about him. Later in the week, the children listened to the story of The Fall, which tells 
the story of what happened to Humpty after his fall. The children made some great predictions 
about what might happen next to Humpty.   
 
In Phonics, the children were introduced to the phonemes, sh, ch, th and ng, identifying them in 
words, reading short sentences incorporating these sounds, and spelling simple cvc and ccvc 
words.  
 
Our maths lessons focused on exploring numbers 4 and 5; the children had fun finding lots of 
ways to represent the numbers, sorting them into sets of 4 and 5.  
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children created Mary Mary’s garden using collage 
materials, complete with 3D flowers and grass, experimented making glue using flour and 
water, discovering that the wetter the mixture, the less sticky it was, used the vetch cameras to 
take photos of 2D shapes in the environment and made yet more fantastic obstacle courses 
and vehicles out of the large construction equipment. 
 
All this week’s Finger Gym activities had a Nursery Rhyme theme and it was lovely to hear the 
children’s discussions whilst they completed their activities about which rhymes they liked best 
and how they encouraged each other to practise their fine motor skills.  
 
Finally, on Wednesday afternoon, Reception and Key stage 1 went into the hall and held 
auditions so we could allocate the different parts for our Christmas Production. We were so 
impressed with all the children in Reception who were brave enough to have a go at standing 
up and who either sang or recited words. We hope that all the children are happy with their 
chosen part.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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There was much excitement in Year 1 this week as we started to think about our Christmas 
production. We are really looking forward to watching it all come together over the next couple 
of weeks. More information will be sent to families in the coming days. 
 
We had a great week being astronauts in Maths this week! We donned spacesuits, helmets, 
boots and gloves, hopped into our space buggies and counted down from 20 until we reached 
an incredibly loud ‘blast off’! Some of us used numberlines to help us remember the order of the 
numbers as we counted backwards, and the numberlines were also useful in helping us 
remember what the numerals looked like. We also started looking at tens and ones, and 
learned that the number 14, for example, has one ten and four ones in it. We used tens frames, 
Numicon and other physical resources to help us recognise and count the two-digit numbers 
between 10 and 20. To finish the week’s Maths, we counted one more and one less than a 
given number and then wrote the number sentence to go with it; for example, one more than 16 
is 17 could also be written as 16 + 1 = 17. We will be consolidating this learning next week, but 
it would be really helpful to practise counting, recognising and writing numbers to 20 at home. 
 
In English this week, we enjoyed telling the story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. We looked at what 
makes an effective storyteller, thinking about volume, pace, expression and gestures. The 
children cleverly thought of the idea of ‘rather than speaking like a rock, speak like a rainbow’, 
which we thought summarised the concept beautifully. The pupils then worked in groups to 
prepare and perform part of a traditional story to the class. Later in the week, we looked closer 
at the character of the big bad wolf and thought about noun phrases to show how frightening he 
is. The children looked at photographs of wolves and came up with excellent descriptive noun 
phrases, writing these up carefully with finger spaces.  
 
Our sounds in Phonics this week were ‘ir’, ‘er’ and ‘ear’. We found that the ‘ear’ sound can be 
found in words such as ‘earth’ and ‘heard’, which is different to the ‘ear’ sound in ‘beard’. Over 
the next two weeks, we will be recapping the sounds that we have already learnt to make sure 
that we all know our sounds really well. 
 
In Science, we considered the different ways objects can be grouped and why this is useful. 
Each table was given a variety of objects and sorted these by type and then by material. We 
started to think about why certain materials are chosen for their properties. We sketched groups 
of objects in our Science books, labelling them according to their material and properties. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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In Maths, we have carried on sharing amounts into equal groups and have used our knowledge 
of this to support us in dividing by 2 and 5. We have further investigated the relationship 
between division and multiplication, which has led us to be able to identify the fact families for 
each equation we write.   
 
All of Year 2 should be so proud of themselves this week: they have worked so hard to create 
non-chronological reports all about plastic pollution. In English, over the past few weeks, we 
have been completing research on this topic and we have collated all our findings into a report 
to inform people on the dangers of plastic pollution. We have reused our own plastic bags and 
fast food lids to create jellyfish to show how similar they can look to these plastic items, which 
explains why many sea creatures eat them. I am so impressed by all of Year 2’s motivation and 
resilience throughout this task.   
 
In Computing, we made a start on our plastic pollution information posters. To create these, we 
needed to use all of the skills we have learnt about computers and more specifically, Microsoft 
Word. We are now able to change our font colour and size, open and close a document and we 
have begun to learn how to save a document in specific folders.   
 
In PSHE and RHE, we are looking at our physical health. This week, our focus has been on 
personal hygiene and the importance of washing our hands regularly and effectively. Then we 
created an algorithm for washing hands so that everyone that enters Year 2 will know how to 
keep germs from spreading and keep us all healthy.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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This week in English, the children began to write their stories based on ‘A Boy Called 
Christmas’. We started by revising the structure of the story mountain and the children planned 
ideas for each stage of their story. The children were horrified when Miss Aslett banned the 
opening ‘Once upon a time’ but they worked hard to come up with their own creative story 
openers. The children used their plans to write their opening where they introduced the main 
characters and the setting, as well as the build up, where they started to hint at their Christmas- 
themed dilemma.  
 
In Maths, we have been learning about multiplying by 4, dividing by 4 and the 4 times table. We 
linked this to our prior learning of the 2 times table, doubling then doubling again, repeated 
addition and skip counting in 4s. The children are gaining so much confidence with 
multiplication and division and the relationship between the two. We have started to apply our 
multiplication and division skills to word problems as well as using what we have learnt to work 
out questions outside of the times tables such as 23 x 4.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children started to make their cushions. They cut their designs 
out of polystyrene and printed them onto their material. Then they used a back stitch to sew the 
two pieces of material together. The children were very resilient and persevered with this tricky 
skill. We had a few sewing superstars in the class who not only impressed us with their 
spectacular sewing skills but also with their kindness and patience whilst helping those who 
found the sewing a bit trickier. The children are really looking forward to filling their cushions 
with kapok to finish them off next week.  
 
In Science this week, the children were testing the strength of a magnet in a variety of different 
ways. They had to find out how many paperclips their magnet could hold in a chain, how many 
pieces of paper it could hold on a magnetic surface, the weight of the heaviest object the 
magnet could pick up and the distance between the magnet and the table when a paperclip 
jumps up. They recorded their results in a table and then thought of their own activity that they 
could carry out to measure the strength of a magnet.  
 
In Computing, the children continued to type up their information texts. They learnt how to use 
the align text buttons and used these to centre their titles. They were also tasked with using 
bullet points or numbering to write a list in their text.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed the importance of having a healthy diet. The children 
compared the nutritional contents of two different snacks and designed their own healthy 
meal.    

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, the children have used prepositions and expanded noun phrases to 
complete a setting description of where Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered. They thought 
carefully to ensure their sentences made sense. We completed some editing of our writing 
focusing on SPaG and specific vocabulary. The children tried to include vocabulary that they 
have learnt over the past couple of weeks. They then chose the piece of work that they were 
most proud of to write up in neat. We then used this work to create our display board on Ancient 
Egypt. 
 
In Maths, we started our unit on Multiplication and Division. We recapped methods that the 
children had previously learnt to multiply – grouping. We moved on to looking at when you 
multiply by 10 and 100, all the digits in the place value grid move to the left (one place if 
multiplying by 10 and two places if multiplying by 100). The children put this into practice before 
we tackled some reasoning and problem-solving questions.  
 
Last week in Science, the children learnt about decibels. The children understand that decibels  
are how we measure volume. We experimented with a sound level metre to measure the 
decibels when the children sat still, clapped quietly and then clapped loudly and stomped their 
feet. We completed an investigation to see which instrument created the highest decibel 
reading and compared the results to the children’s predictions.  
 
In History, we explained the impact of ancient Egyptian beliefs in major gods and goddesses on 
their daily life and the significance of Egyptian tombs, pyramids and burial sites. We discussed 
what the ancient Egyptians believed about life after death compared to other ancient 
civilisations. The children created a fact file on their chosen God or Goddess.  
 
This week in Art and Design, the children compared different paintings from the artists Monet, 
Cezanne and Matisse. They then created a pencil sketch in the style of these artists. We moved 
on to exploring different watercolour techniques – even layer, gradual layer, wet-in-wet, 
negative, dry brush and lifting. The children practised creating these effects on watercolour 
paper.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed how families, either in school or in the wider world, 
sometimes look different from their family, but they should respect those differences and know 
that other families are also characterised by love and care. We read a book called ‘A Handful of 
Buttons’ and discussed what the story tells us and what this means.  
 
In Computing, the children learnt how to use spellchecker on Microsoft Word. They corrected 
spellings on a letter using this tool. Some children then moved on to writing an extra paragraph 
explaining what cakes they would be selling at their cake sale, focusing on using the 
spellchecker tool if needed. We finished off by discussing the pros and cons of the spellchecker 
tool.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English this week, we continued our work on ‘Great Expectations’. We began the week with 
some drama, interviewing the different characters from the book about Pip’s change in fortune. 
The children worked hard to incorporate a range of oracy skills to really embody their chosen 
character and we looked at how levels of formality in language can be useful to tell the 
audience more about a character. We then used vivid vocabulary and a range of senses to 
describe Pip’s arrival in London before revising our knowledge of dialogue later in the week.  
 
In Maths, we continued our work on dividing by 10, 100 and 1000, applying these skills to some 
tricky reasoning problems. We also used our knowledge of factors and multiples to help us 
break down larger problems into small sections. The children will be moving on from 
multiplication and division to focus on perimeter and area next week.   
 
In Reading, we are reaching the exciting climax of ‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets’ 
and have enjoyed sharing this experience together.  
 
In Computing, the children evaluated some of their work. They added commentary to the code 
they have created, easily explaining what each section is for, and leaving notes for future 
software engineers who might continue their work. We discussed the importance of these notes 
and looked at some great examples to help us. They played some other games to evaluate, 
giving feedback about what was successful and what required debugging or improving.  
 
In History, we investigated why the expansion of the railways in Victorian times had such a 
colossal impact on life in Britain. We watched extracts from a fascinating documentary and 
learned how the railways evolved from simply moving goods and materials to transporting 
people.  
 
In Science, we continued our investigation into the rotation of the Earth, learning more about 
time zones and making comparisons between a variety of countries across the globe.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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After the jam-packed nature of last week, this week has seemed a little quieter. We have spent 
our Maths lessons calculating with fractions and solving a variety of increasingly complex 
problems. The children are now very confident when adding, subtracting, multiplying and 
dividing fractions – including improper fractions and mixed numbers – and are beginning to 
transfer their skills more confidently when solving problems.   
 
During our English lessons, we planned and started to write our Arctic Adventure stories. To 
help stimulate ideas, the children read sections from a range of texts and thought about how 
authors describe character and setting, as well as how they create atmosphere in their writing. 
The children also revisited comma use and how to correctly punctuate dialogue, thinking about 
the best way to use dialogue and when it is better to ‘show’ the action rather than ‘tell’ the 
reader what is happening. The children then wrote the opening section to their stories, focusing 
on developing authenticity of character and setting.   
 
In History this week, we read about a range of ancient civilisations in order to identify when they 
existed and how long for, as well as in which part of the world they were located. We then used 
this information to create a timeline that showed the overlap between some ancient 
civilisations.   
 
We continued to improve our sketching techniques in Art and Design this week. Using Cubism 
as a stimulus, the children used different perspective photographs of an adult to draw a cubist 
sketch. We will be choosing a subject to sketch and paint in more detail next week.   
     
We have just started a new Science unit: Light. This week, we recapped what we learned about 
light in Year 3 before thinking about how we see. We learned about our eyes and how they 
function, and thought about how light travels. In our French lesson, we tested our vocabulary 
knowledge when listening to a French story called ‘Le Petit Sapin’, which is about a tree that 
doesn’t get any snow on its leaves because it is too small and surrounded by larger trees and in 
Music, we practised our Christmas carol for the KS2 concert.   
 
In RE, we continued to learn about the 5 pillars of Islam and related these to the unit question, 
‘What is the best way for a Muslim to show commitment to God? This week, we learned more 
about Hajj and its importance to Muslims. We continued to explore Excel in our Computing 
lesson, learning more about the SUM function as well as how to sort data.    
 
During our PE lesson, we returned to indoor athletics where we continued to improve the 
distance/height/speed of our jumps. The children practised each event independently before Mr 
Archer evaluated each child, giving specific advice for improvement and recording their best 
score. At the end of the lesson, we used the kick-boards to practise our indoor sprinting.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Bracknell Forest’s Winter Mini Challenge 
 
The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to keep up their reading habits over the winter 
holidays, with a free-to-access website featuring rewards for reading and reviewing books. To 
take part in the Winter Mini Challenge, children simply read three or more books – these can be 
any books of their choice. Every time they finish a book, they add it to their Challenge website 
profile and leave a short book review.  
 
Reaching their online reading goal will unlock a limited-edition virtual badge and a special 
Winter Mini Challenge certificate to print off and keep!  
 
Be a Wild World Hero this Winter!  
 
This year, The Reading Agency teamed up with WWF UK for the Wild World Heroes Summer 
Reading Challenge - exploring nature and action for the environment through reading. Now the 
Heroes are back to help with the Winter Mini Challenge! Join the Wild World Heroes as they 
embark on an Arctic adventure to find out about the creatures that live there. Find out about the 
environmental issues facing this precious, remote place and even spot a narwhal or two.  
 
Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple. Read at least three books between 01 
December and 16 January and add them to your online profile at wintermini.org.uk to 
earn fun digital rewards! You'll find loads of other great stuff on the website too, including 
games, book reviews, reading activities and content from the best children’s authors and 
illustrators around. 
 
For full details, please see the extra information which was emailed to parents/carers. 
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“It has to be NOW” online shop partnership 
 
One of our former pupils has created an online shop and is offering families the chance to 
purchase items from their online shop and some of the income generated will be given back to 
Uplands for our pupil resources.  
 
Shop eco with us and make one small change 
We have partnered with the eco-shop, ‘It has to 
be NOW’, to: 

 raise much needed funds for our school 
environment 

 raise awareness of the urgency with which 
we need to act to tackle some of the 
environmental challenges confronting our 
planet. 

 
A message from ‘It has to be NOW’ 
Please visit the online shop, 
www.ithastobenow.com, for some great eco 
buys. Use the Coupon Code ‘Uplands’ on 
checkout by 05 December 2021. You will not be 
charged for shipping. All orders will be delivered 
to the It Has To Be NOW team to distribute to 
customers (to minimise the carbon footprint). 
 
Don’t forget to ask your friends and family if they would like to make some changes and earn 
money for the school too! 
 
Coupon Code: Uplands   Order deadline: 5

th
 December (at noon) 

 
Our children are aware of many of the environmental challenges that the planet is facing: the 
climate crisis, plastic pollution, lost habitats, species extinction, to name but a few. We adults 
need to show we care and lead by example. Please join us in making some small changes in 
the way you live because the maths is simple: lots of small changes by us adults will make a 
huge difference for our children.  
 
Thank you so much for joining us in doing our bit to make the world a better place. 
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