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Autumn Term: Issue 11 19 November 2021 

Bookfest 
 
This week, we have been celebrating our third Bookfest, our annual festival of reading. Our 
pupils have been enjoying book-related activities and lots of special story times this week. On 
Tuesday, we loved seeing our children come into school in their festival wear and hearing how 
excited they were about the day's activities. The hall was beautifully decorated with bunting, 
balloons and even a pirate ship! Our staff and Reading Ambassadors worked hard to plan a 
choice of fun and engaging workshops for all of our pupils to choose from. These included 
making 'stone soup' in the kitchen, creating wonderful dragon models, going on a library 
scavenger hunt and acting out exciting scenes from Shakespeare. The day was a huge success 
and it was wonderful to hear the buzz from the children about the stories they had enjoyed 
during the day and the fun they had had completing their activities.  
 
Our afterschool book sale was also a great success, raising over £200 for reading resources 
and projects for our school and nursery. It was lovely talking to children and families about 
books and seeing our pupils excitedly choosing their books. A very big thank you to those who 
supported the book sale, either through donations or by purchasing a book. We will be sending 
further information about our planned reading projects for this year in a letter to all parents and 
carers.  
 
Please check out the class pages in the newsletter for more amazing Bookfest photos! 
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Diary Dates 

Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 22.11.2021 Boccia tournament—info sent to participants 

Wednesday 24.11.2021 YN tour—email office@uplandsberkshire.org to book 

Thursday 25.11.2021 Y5 visit to Warner Bros. Studios (Harry Potter) - info sent 

Thursday 25.11.2021 KS2 Assembly with Rev. Castle 

Friday 26.11.2021 Pantomime visit payment of £18.52 due 

Tuesday 30.11.2021 Y5/6 Badminton event—info to follow and TBC 

Wednesday 01.12.2021 KS2 pantomime visit (South Hill Park), 12:30—17:00 approx. 

Thursday 02.12.2021 KS1 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Friday 03.12.2021 Christmas jumper sale, 15:10—15:30 (in playground or hall—TBC) 

Monday 06.12.2021 Y5/6 homework project viewing session for families—info to follow 

Tuesday 07.12.2021 KS1 & Reception pantomime visit (South Hill Park) 12:30 - 17:00 approx 

Wednesday 08.12.2021 KS2 Carol Concert, 18:00 

Friday 10.12.2021 Uplands Christmas Lunch (see posters later in the newsletter for options) 

Friday 10.12.2021 Uplands Christmas jumper day 

School meals 

School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 

Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  

Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  

Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Cross Country tournament, 12.11.2021 
 
Well done to our EIGHT cross country teams who attended the Bracknell Forest event on 
Friday 12 November 2021. We were proud to be the only school in Bracknell Forest to take 
eight teams (4 boys’ teams and 4 girls’ teams) and this highlights our commitment to providing 
opportunities for as many pupils as possible to attendance events. Not only did we bring so 
many teams, but of all the schools that entered and of the 12 trophies available, Uplands 
collected 4 of those trophies!  

 Uplands Boys’ A team: 3rd place (Boys’ A race event, total of 20 teams) 

 Uplands Girls’ A team: 3rd place (Girls’ A race event, total of 18 teams)  

 Uplands Boys’ C team: 2nd place (Boys’ B race event, total of 13 teams) 

 Uplands Boys’ B team: 3nd place (Boys’ B race event, total of 13 teams). 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Boccia event  
 
Well done to our Boccia team, who came third in the event! There was excellent teamwork on 
display, and our team continued our run of coming away with a top 3 finish in every event so far 
this academic year! 

Computing Club 
 
This week, we bridged the gap between the digital and the physical. The children created a 
variety of code on the BBC Microbit website and downloaded these onto a physical Microbit. 
They created some very interesting pieces of code that dealt with melodies, LED 
displays and light message, amongst other effects. We ended the session with lots of catchy 
tunes performed by the Microbit, as well as a very effective, very impressive multiplication 
calculator!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

The Little Prince, read by Mr Sherwood 
 
As part of our reading offer, Mr Sherwood has recorded (with some special guests!) a reading of 
‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint Exupery as a treat for the pupils in the run up to Bookfest. 
We thought these recordings might support parents/carers with their home story reading in the 
evenings. There will be approximately 2 episodes released each week. We hope you enjoy 
listening to the story with your child!  

Episode 1 can be viewed here 
Episode 2 can be viewed here 
Episode 3 can be viewed here  
Episode 4 can be viewed here 
Episode 5 can be viewed here 
Episode 6 can be viewed here 
Episode 7 can be viewed here 
Episode 8 can be viewed here 

Episode 9 can be viewed here 
Episode 10 can be viewed here 
Episode 11 can be viewed here 
Episode 12 can be viewed here 
Episode 13 to come next week! 
Episode 14 (the final episode) 
to come next week! 

Children In Need Day, 19.11.2021 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated or dressed up for Children In Need Day on 19 November 
2021. With our ‘Feel Good Friday’ theme, staff and pupils came dressed in what makes them 
feel good, so we had a range of outfits and styles around Uplands! The classes discussed the 
importance of mental and physical health and wellbeing, as well as participating in mindfulness 
activities during the day. In addition, we discussed the importance of raising money for charities 
such as these, and the impact we have not just on our local community, but also on others 
around the country.  
 
Many thanks to everyone who donated to this worthwhile cause; the total amount raised will be 
announced when it has been calculated. You can still make a donation online via Scopay. 
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Computing challenge for all year groups 
 
Please see the poster below for the explanation of our first computing challenge. A link for the 
Drop Box with programs in it has been emailed to families. 
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Flowchart for what to do if your child is unwell 
 
It is common for parents and carers to worry about whether to keep their child off school/
nursery. To help with this, Frimley Health and Care have produced an interactive flow chart to 
help parents/carers decide whether to keep your child/ren off school. There is also a written 
flowchart below. 
 
The Frimley Healthier Together website provides expert advice and support to parents and 
carers to help them manage a range of common childhood illnesses themselves and equally 
recognise when they need call their GP, 111 or visit the emergency department. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 
 
This includes using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. 
Please keep your children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Celebration Assembly 12 November 

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 
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Uplands Christmas Lunch information 

Please can all parents/carers order their child/ren’s school Christmas lunch by Monday 22 
November. The order can be placed as usual on Scopay. If you have already booked a 
lunch for this day, please ensure you change your choice. Orders placed after this date will not 
be processed.  

The Lexicon: Christmas Art Competition 
 
With Christmas fast approaching, The Lexicon has today launched its annual Christmas art 
competition!  The competition offers local children aged 3-12 years a unique chance to be part 
of the town centre’s Christmas activity. Children can get involved by creating a Christmas star 
design using crayons, felt-tip pens, paints or even a computer, using the template 
provided.  The design must be the child’s own work and should be something that will appeal to 
all age groups. 
  
The winning designs will all form part of a Christmas Star Trail, located in retailer windows in 
the town centre. The overall winner will also receive a gift voucher the value of £50 and the 
second placed runner-up, a £25 voucher. In addition, both winners will also receive a fabulous 
pack of Giotto art products worth £200 for their school.  Eight other shortlisted winners will also 
receive a gift voucher worth £10 each. The entry form and templates can be found on The 
Lexicon’s website www.thelexiconbracknell.com  The closing date for entries is Sunday, 
November 14 2021.  
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As always, we have been very busy in Nursery this week. On the playdough table, we worked 
on number recognition with our new wooden number boards. The children used playdough and 
pompoms to represent the numbers 1-5. This led to lots of conversations about numbers, like 
how old the children were, and it gave the children a chance to practise putting numbers in 
order. The children enjoyed an autumn tuff tray, cutting up foliage and flowers to mix together to 
make autumn potions. Outside, we have turned an old chalk board into a painting canvas. This 
is to provide the children with access to vertical painting whenever they choose. It was also 
World Nursery Rhyme Week this week, so we have focused on singing the nursery of the day 
each day.  
 
Nursery had a fantastic time at Bookfest: the children were so excited to go over into the hall 
and take part in all the literacy inspired activities. The Year 5 and 6 reading ambassadors very 
kindly ran the activities for our children. They read each of the stories and then explained the 
activities to the Nursery children, as well as helping them to complete each task. It was so 
wonderful to see how engaged and focused our children were; they all really enjoyed their time 
in the hall.  
 
For our focused learning this week, the children took part in an animal sounds activity. They 
each picked a different animal card and helped to name the animal they had chosen. Then we 
had a go at making all the animal noises. Once all the children were familiar with each of the 
animal noises, we tried to guess the animal from the noise it makes. We had lots of fun making 
the different noises and tuning into the sounds.  
 
This week, we welcomed a parent into Nursery to talk to us about the Sikh festival of Gurpurab, 
which is marked on 19

th
 November. The children learnt about the preachings of Guru Nanak 

and the importance of hard work, truth and sharing what you have. If you would be interested in 
coming into Nursery to talk to the children about a festival or occupation, or to share a story, 
then please do let us know.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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What a busy week! Reception started off the week listening to the story of Rosie’s Walk by Pat 
Hutchins. Rosie’s Walk is a fantastic tool to use when teaching positional language and 
prepositions. In Drawing Club, the children enjoyed drawing the fox from the story and what he 
might fall in or bump into. There were some great ideas, from falling into sticky jelly to running 
so fast he bumped into a tree. The quality of the children’s writing astounded us this week and 
every child in the class has made fantastic progress in forming their letters and applying their 
phonic knowledge. Well done!   
 
This week’s phonics lessons introduced the phonemes y, z, zz, and qu and their corresponding 
graphemes. Phonics lessons seem to be one of the highlights of the week and the children 
have concentrated hard to tune in and blend and segment words using not only the new 
phonemes taught, but all those taught so far.    
 
Our maths lessons focused on positional language and the 2D shapes circles and triangles. 
The children enjoyed exploring the different ways we use positional language and played 
games giving instructions to a friend to put a character in different places using different 
positional language for example, “Put the dog in the box.” Later in the week, the children then 
explored the 2D shapes, circles and triangles, identifying them around the classroom, talking 
about their properties and creating their own Kandinsky-inspired pictures using triangles and 
circles.   
 
Despite doing lots of Literacy and Maths this week, Reception have also thoroughly enjoyed all 
the extra learning opportunities they’ve had, including wearing odd socks on Monday which led 
to lots of talk about us all being different and the importance of being considerate to others. 
Tuesday was another exciting day as we all dressed up in festival wear for our annual Bookfest, 
the children fully immersed themselves in all the activities in the hall, and it was made even 
better by working collaboratively with their buddies.  
 
Throughout the week, the children have shown the characteristics of effective teaching and 
learning through their child-initiated play, creating lots of fantastic models both inside and 
outside, including a full-scale farm with various fields complete with animals and a railway line 
running through and large scale machines which make food and flying vehicles.  
 
Finally, the children painted their clay poppies, carefully painting the different sections, we hope 
you enjoy receiving them and that it helps us to remember the importance of Remembrance 
Sunday and the Poppy Appeal.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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This week has been very eventful! We started off the week by wearing our odd socks to school 
to celebrate our differences as part of Anti-Bullying Week. On Tuesday, we came dressed in 
our festival gear and enjoyed a whole feast of book-related activities for our annual Bookfest 
event, and on Friday, we came to school dressed in our favourite outfits and enjoyed wellbeing 
activities in class for ‘Feel Good Friday’ to raise money for Children in Need. 
 
Even though it was such a busy week, we have still had lots of time for learning. In Phonics, we 
learnt the ‘or’ sound spelt ‘aw’, ‘au’ and ‘al’. We learnt some really challenging words like 
‘August’ and ‘author’, remembering that we needed to use a capital letter for ‘August’. We are 
learning new sounds every week, so the list of sounds that we recap each morning is getting 
longer and longer!  
 
In English, we started looking at traditional tales, discussing the main features and exploring 
different stories, some of which the children were very familiar with. We discussed how 
traditional tales were quite often told orally, that they feature a cast of talking animals and 
fantastical characters such as giants, witches and fairies, that they are quite often set in the 
countryside or in a forest and that they include repeated phrases such as “He huffed and he 
puffed”. We also found out that a traditional tale quite often has a moral or a lesson, and we 
discussed that the tale of “The Hare and the Tortoise” teaches us to keep on going, no matter 
how hard something seems. We explored some of the traditional tales that we have in our 
library, and were surprised with how many we knew. A few firm favourites were ‘The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff’, ‘The Emperor’s New Clothes’ and ‘Cinderella’. 
 
Our focus has been numbers up to 20 in Maths, and we have learnt how to count to 20 starting 
at different numbers, put missing numbers on a number line and how to say numbers ending in 
‘teen’, remembering that twenty doesn’t end in teen! We have started to hold numbers in our 
head, so we can start counting from 11 by keeping 10 in our head. We are going to have lots 
more practice at this, as it is quite tricky to begin with. 
 
We started our new unit on Materials in Science, and categorised different classroom items by 
their properties using scientific vocabulary; for example, we discussed the fact that a glass bowl 
was transparent, hard, smooth and waterproof. We had lots of great discussion about how 
materials can fit into more than one category, and there is not necessarily a ‘best’ category for 
each material. We continued our work on timelines in History and placed our own birth, the birth 
of our grandparents, the building of Uplands and other dates on an empty timeline. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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This week in Year 2, we have enjoyed engaging in some special days within the school. On 
Monday, we showed everyone our odd socks to begin Anti-Bullying Week. Then on Tuesday, 
we put on our festivalwear and took part in different book-themed activities for Bookfest.  
 
In Maths, we have been learning our 2, 5 and 10 times tables and understanding commutative 
law, figuring out that the ordering of the numbers we are multiplying together does not affect the 
result. We have also begun to look at the relationship between multiplication and division, 
sharing different amounts into equal groups and representing this using our division symbol (÷) 
in a number sentence.  
 
In English, we have been putting together a plan for a non-chronological report on plastic 
pollution in our oceans. We are using all the things we have learnt during our topic of ‘Our Blue 
Planet’, as well as the research we have completed in Computing to put together these plans, 
which will help us create a truly fact-filled report next week. In Computing, we explored 
Microsoft Word in order to become more familiar with the application in preparation for creating 
an informational poster about plastic pollution.   
 
In Geography, we have been asking the question ‘What are the differences and similarities 
between Sandhurst and Bracknell?’. To answer this question, we found images of both towns 
and compared their train stations, shops, schools and roads, then we had discussions on our 
tables to share our ideas.   
 
In Design and Technology, we were experimenting with different materials and making 
selections as to which material would be best to make a car out of. We had to select materials 
for a wheel, an axle and chassis. We also had to practise how to safely use a hand drill and 
hacksaw in preparation for when we build our cars. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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This week in English, we have been learning how to write character descriptions. The children 
started by describing the internal and external features of Miss Trunchbull’s character before 
writing a character description of their own character. They based their characters on Nikolas, 
the main character from our new class novel, A Boy Called Christmas by Matt Haig. The 
children have been working hard to upgrade their adjective choices as well as extending their 
sentences.  
 
In Maths, we have been learning all about the three times table. We have been skip counting in 
threes at every opportunity! The children have been using this to start multiplying by three and 
have explored how to divide by three through sharing into three equal groups and grouping in 
threes. They have used all of this knowledge to help them become more fluent in the three 
times tables.  
 
In Science this week, the children were sorting objects according to whether they are magnetic 
or not and recorded their results in a Venn diagram. The children used their findings to write a 
conclusion, explaining how they know that not all metals are magnetic.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children were tasked with designing a cushion for a family 
member. They created a clear design brief, considering their family member’s interests. They 
used this design brief to inform a cushion design influenced by Laura Ashley’s prints.  
 
In Computing this week, we spent time recapping our word processing skills. The children 
started to type up an information text, focusing on the title and introduction and changing the 
case to include capital letters.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed the characteristics of an active lifestyle as well as the benefits 
for our mental and physical health.   
 
On Tuesday, we celebrated Bookfest! The children really enjoyed all of the different activities on 
offer in the hall. In class, they wrote a book review and used their oracy skills to create stories 
using storytelling dice. The children were also very excited to lead their own Guided Reading 
groups. We were really impressed with how the children explained different aspects of the 
stories to each other and how they supported each other with their reading. On Feel Good 
Friday, we did some meditation and completed a mindfulness walk around the school.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, the children have continued with their Ancient Egyptian unit. They worked 
hard to include expanded noun phrases within their extended writing. They imagined they were 
Howard Carter discovering Tutankhamun’s tomb. The children then spent some time editing 
their work to make improvements such as grammar, punctuation and spellings. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed completing different reading based activities during Bookfest. They were 
keen to share their activity with the rest of the class when we were all back together. The 
children also spent some time redesigning a book cover for their favourite book.  
 
In Maths, we finished off our Length and Perimeter unit by completing some problem solving 
questions. The children worked hard to include previous learnt knowledge and worked 
methodically when tackling the difficult questions. They completed an end of unit quiz to finish 
off the unit. We will be moving on to our Multiplication and Division unit next week. 
 
In Art and Design, we discussed how Impressionist and Post-Impressionist artists changed 
people’s view of art and how they contributed to culture. We focused on fashion and designs. 
The children completed a mind map to summarise their understanding.  
 
This week in Computing, we continued exploring the layout of different posters and discussing 
which ones they think are most effective and why. The children learnt how to add a text box to 
their poster so they are able to add their own text and format it.  
 
In History, we discussed archaeologists and the importance of their job. The children 
understand that archaeologists help us understand what life was like and give us clues about 
the past. They completed a reading comprehension on Howard Carter, the archaeologist who 
discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we completed a lesson on First Aid. The children understand how important 
it is to know their address off by heart in case they ever need to make a call to emergency 
services. The children completed some role play to practise making a clear and efficient call. 
We moved onto basic first aid. The children know what to do if an area of their body is hot, if it’s 
bleeding or if it’s broken. We finished off by practising the recovery position.  
 
In PE, we have been working on what a ‘baton changeover’ is, why they are used and how to 
complete them as a team effectively. We have broken down three different types of 
changeovers: static, moving and a sprinting start to see which one is the most effective when 
competing in a race.  
 
The children have worked very hard to learn their lines for our assembly and we are very proud 
of their performance. We hope you enjoyed learning about the discovery of Tutankhamun.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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Year 5 really enjoyed Bookfest this week and completed a range of fun reading-related 
activities during the morning. In the afternoon, with their ‘buddy hats’ on, the children returned 
to the hall with their Reception buddies to support them in completing their own activities. As 
ever, our children were endlessly kind, patient and encouraging to their Reception counterparts. 
A particular thank you to our Reading Ambassadors and School Council children who planned 
and ran an outstanding selection of workshops with younger children throughout the day. They 
were exceptional teachers!  
 
In English, we continued our work on ‘Great Expectations’. The children were excited to find out 
what happened next in the story and applied this to their written work, showing Pip’s thoughts 
and feelings and using paragraphs to structure these. We were then introduced to the new 
characters of Miss Havisham and Estella. The children used vivid vocabulary and a range of 
senses to convey character and atmosphere of the rather creepy Satis House and its 
ghostly and embittered resident, Miss Havisham.  
 
In Maths, we were building on our work on factors and multiples to investigate square and cube 
numbers. The children used a range of resources to help explore this concept and consider 
what makes a square or cube number and how to prove this. We then looked at the process of 
multiplying a number by 10, 100 and 1,000.  
 
In Reading, we had a week focused on ‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets’, in eager 
anticipation of our trip to Warner Brothers Studios on Thursday 25

th
 November. The novel is 

reaching a very exciting point and the children have read aloud beautifully, working hard to 
convey the suspense and tension in the text.  
 
In Computing, we continued to work on our maze games, adding enemies to increase the 
difficulty, and some sound effects to enhance the immersion for the player. The children 
ensured their code was debugged so they have a working game, finalising the code that they 
will be analysing and adding comments to next week.   
 
Our guest writer of the week is Eddie:  
I’ve really enjoyed this week. I know our class enjoyed their Bookfest activities and I was happy 
to run my own activity based on the book, The Day the Crayons Quit. I liked reading more of 
Dickens’ Great Expectations in English and we did a setting description based on that. One of 
my favourite subjects we did this week was Computing, looking further into how to develop our 
Scratch game, including backdrops and enemies. Overall, I’ve really enjoyed this week.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It has been a busy yet exciting week in Year 6. On Monday, there was an array of colourful odd socks in 
recognition of Anti-Bullying week. We all enjoyed Tuesday’s Bookfest, where the children took part in a 
variety of entertaining reading activities: a huge thank you to all the Reading Ambassadors, who 
organised and ran fun sessions for the younger children during the day. Friday saw another non-uniform 
day to raise money for Children in Need. Thank you for your generous contributions.    
 
During our English lessons this week, we have written a non-chronological report about the arctic using 
the research we had completed last week. The children also closely analysed the opening chapter of 
‘The Way Past Winter’, looking at how the author describes character and setting to engage the reader. 
We thought about the strategies we could use when planning and writing our own stories.   
 
The children continued to explore fractions in Maths this week, by ordering and comparing fractions with 
different numerators. They then looked at how to compare fractions with different denominators and 
mixed number fractions, linking this to calculation strategies, before placing different fractions on a 
numberline.   
 
During French, we asked each other how we travelled to school – in French of course – and then 
collated the class information, before transferring it into a bar chart. As many of the children travel to 
school by foot or by car, we then extended our French vocabulary by thinking of more interesting ways 
to get to school and then finding the correct French word (e.g., private jet = jet privé).   
 
During our Science lesson, we explored the work of Charles Darwin, and his theory of evolution and 
natural selection. To demonstrate how important adaptations are to survival, the children completed an 
activity where they tried to identify which type of beak would be more suitable for small insects and 
which type of beak would be better for larger prey. This was followed by an opportunity to explore which 
environments an animal could survive in and which might lead to extinction if it were not able to adapt 
over time. Finally, the children explored a specific adaptation (e.g., a giraffe’s long neck) and researched 
what might have caused this adaptation to take place.   
 
The children began to experiment with cubism sketching in Art and Design this week. First, they learned 
a little more about the work and life of Pablo Picasso and then they explored the different sketching 
techniques that he used to create his art. They will be developing these techniques further over coming 
lessons.  
 
During PE, the children revisited their relay racing skills by looking at the best way to pass the relay 
baton, and why this technique is so important to completing a successful race. The children then timed 
their team’s performance, evaluating their baton passing techniques, and gave feedback on what they 
could improve on if they were to race again.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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