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Autumn Term: Issue 10 12 November 2021 

A spotlight on our pupils’ Personal Development 
achievements at Uplands 

 
Over the last few weeks and months, I have been so impressed by the efforts of our pupils to be 
involved with more than just their own class. Their energy has been put into events such as: 

 delivering harvest baskets to local residents and the Sandhurst Day Centre; 

 writing an article for the Sandhurst Residents’ Association magazine (Y6 House Captains); 

 making a difference with charities (donations to Children’s Hospital Pyjamas charity); 

 work around the school (digging over beds and working with children to tidy the 
playground); 

 supporting other year groups (YR/Y5 buddy system); 

 building community links by visiting Prospect estate agents, working with Avocado 
Properties and linking with The Co-op; 

 supporting pupils through our peer mediation and anti-bullying ambassador systems; 

 and even writing a get well soon card to Her Majesty The Queen (for which we got a letter 
back!).  

 
This newsletter has a number of pieces which highlight some of the pupils’ achievements, and I 
am very proud of all our pupils. I want to celebrate the extra effort that our pupils go to in order 
to make Uplands and our community (and wider area) a better place. It fills me with joy to see 
our pupils taking ownership, care and consideration of others. 
 
Well done, pupils of Uplands!  
 
Mr Sherwood 
Head Teacher 

The Little Prince, read by Mr Sherwood 
 
As part of our reading offer, Mr Sherwood has recorded (with some special guests!) a reading of 
‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint Exupery as a treat for the pupils in the run up to Bookfest. 
We thought these recordings might support parents/carers with their home story reading in the 
evenings. There will be approximately 2 episodes released each week. We hope you enjoy 
listening to the story with your child!  

Episode 1 can be viewed here 
Episode 2 can be viewed here 
Episode 3 can be viewed here  
Episode 4 can be viewed here 
Episode 5 can be viewed here 

Episode 6 can be viewed here 
Episode 7 can be viewed here 
Episode 8 can be viewed here 
Episode 9 can be viewed here 
Episode 10 can be viewed here 
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Diary Dates 

Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 15.11.2021 Odd Socks day—see info in this newsletter—CHANGE OF DATE 

Tuesday 16.11.2021 Bookfest, our 3rd annual festival of reading! (see letter sent 06.09.2021) 

Tuesday 16.11.2021 Boccia Tournament—info sent to participants 

Wednesday 17.11.2021 Reception 2022 intake school tour—FULLY BOOKED 

Wednesday 17.11.2021 Flu vaccinations, YR to Y6—consent closing 09:00 Monday 15 Nov 

Thursday 18.11.2021 Year 4 class assembly, 14:45—entry via school office 

Friday 19.11.2021 Children In Need day (“Feel Good Friday”) - CHANGE OF DATE 

Wednesday 24.11.2021 YN tour—email office@uplandsberkshire.org to book 

Thursday 25.11.2021 KS2 Assembly with Rev. Castle 

Tuesday 30.11.2021 Y5/6 Badminton event—info to follow and TBC 

Thursday 02.12.2021 KS1 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Wednesday 08.12.2021 Reception 2022 intake school tour, 10:00—limited spaces 

Wednesday 08.12.2021 KS2 Carol Concert, 18:00 

Friday 10.12.2021 Uplands Christmas Lunch (see posters later in the newsletter for options) 

School meals 

School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 

Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  

Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  

Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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Pupils making a difference 
 
Following our recent pyjama day for Children’s Hospital Pyjamas charity, Ella wrote a letter to 
Mr Sherwood to ask if another hospital could be included in the donations as it was close to her 
heart. The school passed this on to the charity, who were so touched that they got in touch with 
the hospital (Rhodes Wood) and are delivering to that hospital now. This is such an inspirational 
story, and all driven by a pupil. Well done, Ella!  

Bookfest: Tuesday 16 November! 
+ book sale after school Tuesday and Wednesday 

 
Over the past year, we have accumulated a number of brand new and good-quality second 
hand books. On Tuesday 16 November and Wednesday 17 November, we will be creating an 
‘Uplands Book Store’ in the playground (between Reception outside area and Nursery) to sell 
these books. The ‘Uplands Book Store’ will be open from 15:15 to 15:35 on both days. All 
money will be used to improve our reading offer at Uplands. Please note that payment will be 
cash only.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

A letter from The Queen!  
 
Our School Council were thrilled to receive a letter from Windsor Castle this week, in response 
to our get well soon card we sent to Her Majesty The Queen!  
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Anti-bullying Ambassadors at Uplands  
 
Our newly-appointed Anti-bullying Ambassadors have been trained by Mrs Ahmed in supporting 
pupils across the school, and this week, volunteered their lunchtimes to create an assembly 
which they delivered on Thursday 11 November.  
 
In a conversation this week, a child asked Mr Sherwood about the anti-bullying posters and he 
asked why we had posters up and Anti-bullying Ambassadors when “there isn’t really any 
bullying at Uplands, so why do we need the posters?” and Mr Sherwood explained that we have 
these teams to ensure anti-bullying remains high on the priority list for the school and that these 
initiatives help ensure bullying remains low.  
 
Well done to our Anti-bullying Ambassadors for a fantastic assembly!  
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Odd Socks Day—Monday 15 November 
 
 

…. a trusted adult. This might be a 
teacher or a TA, a parent or carer or 
another relative, a football coach, guide 
leader or family friend. 
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School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. All tours will take 
place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be a limited number 
of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email Mrs Alison 
Livingstone, our Admin Manager: office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 
places per family. Please note these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The application window for primary school places will open in November and closes on 15 
January 2022. You may find further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this 
link. 

Donation from Prospect estate agents 
 
We were delighted to meet David and the team from Prospect this week. When an Uplands 
family instructs Prospect to sell their house and says their child goes to Uplands, Prospect 
donate £250 to Uplands upon completion of the sale. This week, we got our first £250! School 
Council will discuss what to spend the money on, and it goes without saying that the pupils 
were very grateful and loved holding the big cheque!  
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Computing Club 
 
This week, Mr Johnson and Mrs Mileman held the inaugural Computing Club on Wednesday 
lunchtime. We discussed algorithms, debugging and procedures, prompting the children to think 
about standalone pieces of code that they could draw into their work to perform a specific 
function. They then used this concept to great effect when applying it to the Lightbot Code 
Hour. This game uses all their computational thinking skills to navigate a robot around tricky 
levels. Lightbot Code Hour is free on the app/play store and is a fantastic computing tool for the 
children to access at school or at home. All the children relished the challenge it presented and 
used their motivation and perseverance to develop their code until it worked perfectly.  
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Computing challenge for all year groups 
 
Please see the poster below for the explanation of our first computing challenge. A link for the 
Drop Box with programs in it has been emailed to families. 
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Remembrance Day 
 
Our Head Pupils will be doing one of the readings in this year’s Remembrance Day service at 
the Memorial Park on Sunday 14 November, and Uplands pupils will also lay a wreath on behalf 
of the school and nursery. We know this is an important event for many in our community and 
hope to see you there. 

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Thank you, Mr McKenna! 
 
Recently, Mr Mckenna kindly gave up some of his time to refresh and paint the newly-named 
Green Room, outside the Year 5 classroom. It’s created a brilliant space for interventions and 
quiet working that the whole class will benefit from. The children showed their gratitude for this 
by making some beautiful thank you cards. 
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Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian) asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children.  

Thank you, Mr Heathcote and Tesco! 
 
Our thanks and gratitude to Mr Heathcote and Tesco for donating us new Christmas 
decorations for our tree this year! We were blown away by the generous donation! Thank you 
for helping us. 
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Flowchart for what to do if your child is unwell 
 
It is common for parents and carers to worry about whether to keep their child off school/
nursery. To help with this, Frimley Health and Care have produced an interactive flow chart to 
help parents/carers decide whether to keep your child/ren off school. There is also a written 
flowchart below. 
 
The Frimley Healthier Together website provides expert advice and support to parents and 
carers to help them manage a range of common childhood illnesses themselves and equally 
recognise when they need call their GP, 111 or visit the emergency department. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  
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Reading support for families 
 
Last term, we shared some tips and advice to help families with reading at home. As reading is 
a focus for us as part of our School Development Plan, we are keen to work with families to 
support positive reading at home. Please reach out if you need anything by contacting 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. We have also put links to the previous weeks’ information online, 
which can be viewed on our website in the ‘Bookfest—a celebration of reading’ section: 

 Reading at home tips 

 Reading records—why are they useful? 

Celebration Assembly 05 November 
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Uplands Christmas Lunch information 

Please can all parents/carers order their child/ren’s school Christmas lunch by Monday 22 
November. The order can be placed as usual on Scopay. If you have already booked a 
lunch for this day, please ensure you change your choice. Orders placed after this date will not 
be processed.  

The Lexicon: Christmas Art Competition 
 
With Christmas fast approaching, The Lexicon has today launched its annual Christmas art 
competition!  The competition offers local children aged 3-12 years a unique chance to be part 
of the town centre’s Christmas activity. Children can get involved by creating a Christmas star 
design using crayons, felt-tip pens, paints or even a computer, using the template 
provided.  The design must be the child’s own work and should be something that will appeal to 
all age groups. 
  
The winning designs will all form part of a Christmas Star Trail, located in retailer windows in 
the town centre. The overall winner will also receive a gift voucher the value of £50 and the 
second placed runner-up, a £25 voucher. In addition, both winners will also receive a fabulous 
pack of Giotto art products worth £200 for their school.  Eight other shortlisted winners will also 
receive a gift voucher worth £10 each. The entry form and templates can be found on The 
Lexicon’s website www.thelexiconbracknell.com  The closing date for entries is Sunday, 
November 14 2021.  
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In Nursery this week, we had our first school trip of the year to Little Forest Adventures! We had 
an absolutely amazing morning; all the children were well and truly in their element being 
outside in the woods. This was such a fantastic opportunity for the children to gain confidence 
and independence, as well as learning about nature. It was a child-led morning, with the 
children free to explore the different resources as they wished. They particularly enjoyed 
playing in the mud kitchen, swinging in hammocks, digging and painting. We also enjoyed lots 
of yummy snacks around the campfire; chocolate waffles were a particular highlight.  
 
To commemorate Remembrance Day, the children have taken part in a variety of poppy-related 
activities. On the playdough table, the children used loose parts and playdough to create their 
own transient art poppies. The children also had a chance to make their own poppy paintings, 
using red, black and green paints, and a poppy picture for inspiration. We read the book “Where 
The Poppies Now Grow”, and discussed why we use poppies as a way to remember the 
soldiers we lost. We also watched a beautiful poppies animation by CBeebies, for our two 
minutes silence. The children thought about what was happening in the video, and how the 
animals were feeling and why; for example, they felt sad when the sky turned dark with the 
smoke from gunfire.  
 
For our focused learning this week, the children went on a sound walk around the school 
grounds, to help them begin to listen with increased attention to sounds. They carefully listened 
out for noises they could hear and tried to work out what the noises were and where they were 
coming from. We talked about whether the noises were loud or quiet, and who or what was 
making the sound. Once we were back in Nursery, we wrote a list of the sounds we heard and 

talked about which were our favourite: birds tweeting and leaves rustling came out on top.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week, Reception have been learning about why we wear poppies. The children listened to 
the story about how Lady Haig set up the poppy appeal one hundred years ago to support the 
ex-servicemen who served in World War 1 and that we wear a poppy today to remember all the 
people who have lost their lives in action. On Thursday, we were proud of how well the children 
observed the two minutes silence alongside the rest of the school. Well done Reception!  
 
Throughout the week, the children have explored manipulating clay and have had the 
opportunity to create their own poppy bowl. which they will paint next week. They discussed 
where clay comes from and how it starts off soft and wet and ends up dry and hard; they even 
discovered how brittle clay can be if not handled carefully.  
 
In our Drawing Club writing time, the children listened to the story of The Tiger who came to 
Tea by Judith Kerr and drew pictures of what they would give the tiger if he visited them. They 
then wrote about their tiger’s tea using their phonic knowledge and working on using finger 
spaces between words.  
 
Our maths lessons focused on finding 1 more and 1 fewer to 3 and the different ways to make 
numbers 2 and 3; for example, 2 can be made from 1+1 or 2+0. They also enjoyed playing 
games outside using hoops and beanbags finding different combinations of how to make 3 or 
more, by seeing how many beanbags were in or out of the hoop.   
 
This week’s finger gym activities mostly had a poppy theme and included creating playdough 
poppies, completing handwriting patterns on poppy shapes, cutting out petals and leaves to 
complete a poppy picture and then making wind-up toys move 
 
Finally, Miss Stokes and Mrs Reay were pleased with how sensible the Yellow Bus children 
concentrated and followed the instructions when using the hacksaws at Outdoor Adventures.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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This week in Maths, we have practised using part-whole models to support subtraction. For 
example, if we know that the whole number 10 is made from the parts 7 and 3, when the 7 is 
taken away, we must be left with the 3. We have also started to explore ‘finding the difference’ 
between numbers using objects and pictures. Finally, we have compared number sentences 
involving addition and subtraction using the language of greater than, less than and equal to. 
For instance, which is greater: 5+5 or 9-1? We worked in pairs using cubes to tackle these 
problems.  
  
In our Phonics, we took time to revise all the alternate spellings we have introduced this term. 
Having been so busy already, we decided that the children would benefit from taking some time 
to consolidate this learning before moving on again next week. Our next graphemes, will be ‘ew’ 
as in ‘few’ and ‘u-e’ as in ‘cube’. You may like to start looking out for these spellings in your 
books. In Handwriting, we practised forming the letters 'r' and 's' and ‘v’.   
  
In English, we used our ideas from last week to write our own autumnal poems. We practised 
saying our ideas aloud before writing them down. We also remembered how important it is to 
reread and check our work. As an extra challenge, we have started to use adjectives to make 
our sentences more descriptive. Working together, we have come up with some fantastic ideas 
including scrumptious toffee apples, torrential rain, booming fireworks and crunchy, golden 
leaves. At parents’/carers’ evening, it was lovely to hear how many of Year 1 are enthusiastic 
readers at home. In our class, we have now introduced a daily reading session before lunch. In 
this time, the children are able to enjoy looking at books independently. As the year goes by, we 
will also start to build in more reading comprehension activities.  
  
In Science, we were meteorologists and we have started to keep weather diaries. We 
considered why is useful to study the weather in real life and how the weather can be 
measured, recorded and reported. We enjoyed finding out about thermometers, weather vanes 
and anemometers before visiting the school weather station to observe data about the weather 
at our school. You may like to look at or watch some weather forecasts at home and discuss 
how accurate the forecasting turns out to be!   
  
In Computing, we continued to use Purple Mash. This week, we created digital art using the 
‘Paint Projects’ option and learnt to save our work. In PE, we are focusing on hand eye 
coordination and especially throwing and catching skills.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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In English this week, we’ve been spending lots of time researching and finding out facts about 
plastic pollution and its impact on ocean life. We have done this through watching videos and 
making notes and discussing what we’ve seen and heard. The children also completed a fact 
hunt and moved around the classroom to collect information about how plastic ends up in the 
ocean and what the impact of that is on the creatures in the sea. They’ve really enjoyed this 
research element and have found the facts and statistics they’ve discovered really interesting.  
 
In Maths, the children have started learning about multiplication with a particular focus on the 2, 
5 and 10 times table. They’ve considered how multiplication is the same as repeated addition of 
equal groups and sung some songs to help secure those number patterns.  
 
This week, the children have completed their Phonics Screening Check and have really 
impressed us with their phonic knowledge and skills. They should be really proud of how well 
they have done. Well done Year 2! 
 
In Science, the children looked at which material would be most suitable for making children’s 
play dungarees. The children discussed what properties the material would need and then went 
on to discuss how best to test each material. They wrapped each material to be tested around a 
rock and rubbed it on the playground and counted how many rubs it took to make a hole in the 
material. They made sure that each rub along the playground was the same length and on the 
same part of the playground to ensure a fair test. Every group concluded that denim would be 
the best material as it took the most rubs to make a hole and was therefore the strongest 
material. 
 
I wanted to finish this week’s newsletter, by saying what a delight it has been to teach Year 2 
this term! I will really miss the class now that I’m on maternity leave. I really enjoyed getting the 
chance to speak with you all during parents’/carers’ evening and share in the children’s many 
achievements and progress. Thank you for all your support so far this year! I know that the 
children will be in very safe hands with Mr McCann and Mrs Granger and it’s been lovely to 
have the time to hand over and ensure a smooth transition for the class. I wish you and the 
children all the very best and can’t wait to share the news of baby Deeks’ safe arrival with you 
soon! Keep on being brilliant Year 2: I’ll always be rooting for you! 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, the children received a very informal letter from Mr and Mrs Wormwood 
and used all of their knowledge about formal letter writing to edit and improve this letter. The 
children planned and wrote a formal reply to the Wormwoods in first person, as if they were 
Miss Honey. The children wrote passionate replies, highlighting all of Matilda’s wonderful 
talents and attributes that her parents ignore! After recapping our dictionary and thesaurus 
skills, the children worked their way through a checklist to edit and improve the layout and 
language of their formal letters. To finish off our unit on Matilda, the children were tasked with 
inventing their own trick that Matilda could play on her parents! They worked with their talk 
partner to role play their pranks and created a freeze-frame to show them in action.   
 
In Maths, we moved onto our new unit on Multiplication and Division. We spent time revising 
grouping and sharing into equal groups and used arrays to see the commutativity of 
multiplication facts. It has been great to see how motivated the children are to learn their times 
tables. We have been continuing to practise these in timed conditions to help the children get 
ready to conquer their first times table mountain.  
 
In Science, the children explored how objects move on different materials. They made 
predictions as to which surface would make an object slide down a ramp more or less easily. 
They then worked in groups to find evidence to support their predictions, recording the height at 
which each object started to move down the ramp on the different materials.  
 
In History this week, we learnt about how the settlements, agriculture, weapons and tools 
changed throughout the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. The children described the 
impact of these changes and compared what life was like for people living before and after the 
Bronze Age.  
 
In Design and Technology, we considered the important features and functions of a cushion. 
With these in mind, the children explored different cushion fillings and considered the pros and 
cons. After evaluating the effectiveness of kapok, straw, cotton, wool, feathers and paper as 
cushion fillings, the children used their findings to explain which filling they think is the best.  
                                                                               
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed the importance of talking about our emotions and the benefits 
of having a varied vocabulary to use when talking about our feelings. To help expand their 
feelings vocabulary, the children created their own emotions thesaurus.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, we have started our new unit on Ancient Egyptians. We will be focusing 
on the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb. The children have enjoyed watching clips and 
exploring non-fiction books to retrieve information. We have thought about how we can ensure 
our writing flows by moving between pronouns and noun phrases to avoid repetition. The 
children enjoyed coming up with ideas, in small groups, for certain nouns. We practised 
describing some photos of tombs by varying our language used.  
 
In Maths, we continued to explore perimeter. We have moved away from calculating perimeter 
using a square grid and the children are now able to calculate the perimeter of a shape without 
the grid. The children have learnt two different methods for calculating perimeter – adding all 
the sides together or adding a length and width together and then multiplying their answer by 
two. We then finished off the week learning how to calculate perimeter of rectilinear shapes. We 
discussed the importance of opposite sides and learnt have to break the shape down to 
calculate the perimeter more easily.  
 
Last week in Science, the children enjoyed learning about how vibrations travel. The children 
understand that a sound is made when something vibrates. We then experimented listening to 
tapping with our ear pressed on the table and then away from the table before I proposed the 
question ‘it will be harder to hear when you have fingers in your ears’. The children undertook a 
range of activities to see whether they agreed or disagreed. The children made ear gongs and 
then tested these out with a variety of different objects. They all came to the conclusion that you 
could hear more loudly with the fingers in their ears because the vibrations travel through the 
metal and string up into their ears creating a louder sound.  
 
In Art and Design, we started exploring Impressionism and Post-Impressionism. We discussed 
the differences between the two different art periods before discussing major artists within each. 
The children enjoyed looking at different paintings by Monet, Cezanne and Matisse. We 
completed a timeline showing key events in the emersion of impressionism and post-
impressionism focusing on the three artists.  
 
In History, the children enjoyed exploring a variety of Ancient Egyptian artefacts and explaining 
what they can tell us about everyday life in Ancient Egypt, including the significance of the 
discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb in 1922.  
 
In PE, we revisited the trio of jumps that we looked at last week. We discussed the correct 
techniques and how to achieve our personal best. The children then started to self-evaluate 
their performance and technique.  
 
In Computing, we started our Word Processing unit. The children were all able to change the 
font, size and style of text. We moved on to inserting an image from a copyright free website 
and edited it. They were able to use different artistic effects to edit their image. These included 
adding a black border, watercolour sponge effect and sharpening the image by 50%. The 
children then reflected on which one they could use on a poster. For the second lesson this 
week, we moved on to focusing on layout. The children practised some skills from last lesson 
(inserting an image) before editing and improving a poster layout.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English, we began studying one of Charles Dickens’ most famous novels, ‘Great 
Expectations’, which opens with a very exciting series of events. The children read extracts 
from the original text and asked questions to understand any archaic or unfamiliar language. 
We then watched some clips of television and film adaptations and discussed which we think 
were the most faithful versions to the text. The children wrote pieces about 
the terrifying moment that Pip meets an escaped convict and ensured they conveyed character 
using lots of vivid and precise language choices. We then learned a new skill: relative clauses. 
The children then applied this to writing sentences about the characters and settings from the 
story so far.   
 
In Maths, we were investigating multiples and factors, thrashing out what these terms mean and 
the relationship between them. The children took part in lots of practical activities and 
discussions before applying their learning to some tricky problem solving. We also touched on 
common factors and prime numbers, really establishing the relationships between all these 
numbers.  
 
In History, we learned about Queen Victoria’s life and found out about some of the events that 
shaped her famously headstrong personality. We then researched how Queen Victoria 
changed the role of the monarchy and the impact that some of her decisions had on the 
country at the time and since. The children worked in groups to discuss and order which 
developments during Victoria’s era they thought were most influential on the country and the 
wider world.   
 
In Computing, we continued to develop our maze games, moving on to level 2! The children 
created code that would effectively transition their character to the next level, thinking about 
features they would normally see in this situation, such as congratulations messages, character 
celebrations and their transport to the new setting.   
 
In Guided Reading, we continued delving into the Hobbit and Street Child. We used VIPERS 
to gain a greater understanding of what we were reading and worked on expanding our 
answers and backing up our points with evidence.  
 
At the end of last week, Year 5 created rockets with their Reception buddies to celebrate 
Bonfire Night. They thoroughly enjoyed the chance for some creative collaboration with their 
buddies and together, they made some true masterpieces to be displayed in the YR classroom.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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In Year 6, we start each school day by watching Newsround. Through this, the children are 
introduced to many of the events that are currently taking place and develop a greater 
understanding of the world in which they live. As you can imagine, recent programmes have 
focused on COP26 and the purpose of this international conference. We have set our Y6 
homework project with this in mind, and have asked the children to choose a specific area of 
the world (e.g. Madagascar, Amazon Rainforest, glaciers in Greenland) to focus on, in order to 
establish the effect of climate change. The project is due in on Monday 6

th
 of December.  

 
In English this week, we started a new unit, ‘Arctic Adventures’. To immerse themselves in this 
unit, the children watched episode 1 of the BBC’s ‘Frozen Planet’ series, and followed this up 
by researching more about this inhospitable environment, using a range of sources. Using this 
information, the children will be writing a non-chronological report on the arctic next week, and 
will then use the knowledge they have gained to write an extended fictional story set in this 
environment. It would be lovely – depending on other commitments - if the children could 
continue their research at home over the weekend.      
 
We have moved onto fractions in our Maths lessons and started this unit by revisiting equivalent 
fractions and learning how to simplify fractions to their simplest form. We also explored 
improper fractions and mixed numbers, as well as revising how mental strategies and reasoning 
from known facts, can help support our maths.   
 
In our Science lesson, we learned about how fossils are formed and what information they can 
tell us about animals and plants that lived a long time ago. The children researched one of 
these creatures, ammonites, using evidence found from fossils to understand what these 
creatures were and how they lived. As part of our focus on oracy, we have also been sharing 
our Science presentations about adaptations over the past few weeks – these have been highly 
detailed and informative. Well done Year 6.    
    
We started a new unit in Art and Design this week, where we are learning about Pablo Picasso 
and other cubist artists. This week, we looked at examples of the different stages of Cubism 
(analytical, synthetic and crystal) and the similarities and differences between the art produced 
during these stages. We also started a new unit of History this week, where will are learning 
about the Shang Dynasty in ancient China.   
 
During PE, we continued to improve our techniques for a range of jumps (triple, standing long 
jump, speed bounce and vertical). This week, we worked in pairs to break down each element 
of the jump to establish which areas we could work on. We then tried to use this analysis to 
improve the distance we were able to jump.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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