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Autumn Term: Issue 09 05 November 2021 

Tag Rugby 
 
Well done to our fantastic tag rugby team, who finished runners up in the tournament held on 
Thursday 04 November. The team narrowly lost (5 tries to 4) in a thrilling final. All of the team 
should be very proud of themselves for their efforts—well done, Uplands! This is already our 
second trophy of the academic year (after winning the netball event) and we are delighted with 
the children’s enjoyment, performances and attitude to sports.  

The Little Prince, read by Mr Sherwood 
 
As part of our reading offer, Mr Sherwood has recorded (with some special guests!) a reading of 
‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint Exupery as a treat for the pupils in the run up to Bookfest. 
We thought these recordings might support parents/carers with their home story reading in the 
evenings. There will be approximately 2 episodes released each week. We hope you enjoy 
listening to the story with your child!  

Episode 1 can be viewed here 
Episode 2 can be viewed here 
Episode 3 can be viewed here  
Episode 4 can be viewed here 

Episode 5 can be viewed here 
Episode 6 can be viewed here 
Episode 7 can be viewed here 
Episode 8 can be viewed here 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://youtu.be/dLawn9Aq4LY
https://youtu.be/3Tavu-6GZ_U
https://youtu.be/lJya2tRNDFM
https://youtu.be/znA7oxOm5Bs
https://youtu.be/oxdDKhLNPNI
https://youtu.be/7ATPKklqQdI
https://youtu.be/l7hjAUcygWg
https://youtu.be/pMjJopy2R_c
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 08.11.2021   YN trip to Little Forest Adventures 

Tuesday 09.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—FULLY BOOKED 

Friday 12.11.2021   Cross Country Tournament (KS2) - info to follow on Monday 08.11.2021 

Monday 15.11.2021   Silly Socks day—info to follow—CHANGE OF DATE 

Tuesday 16.11.2021   Bookfest, our 3rd annual festival of reading! (see letter sent 06.09.2021) 

Wednesday 17.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—FULLY BOOKED  

Wednesday 17.11.2021   Flu vaccinations, YR to Y6 

Thursday 18.11.2021   Year 4 class assembly, 14:45—entry via school office 

Friday 19.11.2021   Children In Need day (“Feel Good Friday”) - CHANGE OF DATE 

Wednesday 24.11.2021   YN tour—email office@uplandsberkshire.org to book 

Thursday 25.11.2021   KS2 Assembly with Rev. Castle 

Tuesday 30.11.2021   Y5/6 Badminton event—info to follow and TBC 

Wednesday 08.12.2021   KS2 Carol Concert, 18:00 

Friday 10.12.2021   Uplands Christmas Lunch (see posters later in the newsletter for options) 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Poppies for Remembrance Day 
 
Next week, we will be selling poppies to raise funds for the Royal British Legion. Due to COVID-
19 restrictions, we will be selling the poppies on specific days to avoid classes mixing 
unnecessarily. Please send your child in with their donation in a named purse if they would like 
to buy a poppy. 
 
Monday 08 November:  Year R, 1 and 2 
Tuesday 09 November:       Year 3 and 4 
Wednesday 10 November:   Year 5 and 6 
Thursday 11 November:        Poppies will be sold on the front and back gate from 0830           
 
Alternatively, if you would prefer to make a cashless donation to the appeal, we have set up a 
Scopay event with a zero balance. The name of the event is ‘RBL Poppy Appeal’. 

School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. All tours will take 
place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be a limited number 
of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email Mrs Alison 
Livingstone, our Admin Manager: office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 
places per family. Please note these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The application window for primary school places will open in November and closes on 15 
January 2022. You may find further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this 
link. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-school/join-our-family/join-us-primary/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-admissions
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Half term help! 
 
Our thanks to Will and Mike from Avocado Properties estate agents for coming into Uplands 
during half term to paint our medical room! The medical room also doubles up as a work room 
and a session room for some of our wellbeing and emotional support sessions with our three 
ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants), so the room will be well used. The support of 
our community partners is so valuable to us—thanks, Will and Mike! 

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:marketing@uplandsberkshire.org
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Flowchart for what to do if your child is unwell 
 
It is common for parents and carers to worry about whether to keep their child off school/
nursery. To help with this, Frimley Health and Care have produced an interactive flow chart to 
help parents/carers decide whether to keep your child/ren off school. There is also a written 
flowchart below. 
 
The Frimley Healthier Together website provides expert advice and support to parents and 
carers to help them manage a range of common childhood illnesses themselves and equally 
recognise when they need call their GP, 111 or visit the emergency department. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrimley-healthiertogether.nhs.uk%2Fparentscarers%2Fchild-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool&data=04%7C01%7CBosede.Lawal%40bracknell-forest.gov.uk%7C170448654a944118717508d98e51083f%7Cf54c93b70883478fbf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrimley-healthiertogether.nhs.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBosede.Lawal%40bracknell-forest.gov.uk%7C170448654a944118717508d98e51083f%7Cf54c93b70883478fbf3d56e09b7ca0b7%7C0%7C0%7C637697301427008285%7CUn
http://prideofbracknell.com/nominate/
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 
 
This includes using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. 
Please keep your children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Bikes, scooters etc. on site 
 
Please dismount anything like a bike, scooter or trike when you enter the premises (the main 
drive or the back gate) and walk up the drive / through the premises. This is to ensure there are 
no accidents and everyone is safe on the site. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Celebration Assembly 22 October 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Uplands Christmas Lunch information 

The Lexicon: Christmas Art Competition 
 
With Christmas fast approaching, The Lexicon has today launched its annual Christmas art 
competition!  The competition offers local children aged 3-12 years a unique chance to be part 
of the town centre’s Christmas activity. 
  
Children can get involved by creating a Christmas star design using crayons, felt-tip pens, 
paints or even a computer, using the template provided.  The design must be the child’s own 
work and should be something that will appeal to all age groups. 
  
The winning designs will all form part of a Christmas Star Trail, located in retailer windows in 
the town centre. The overall winner will also receive a gift voucher the value of £50 and the 
second placed runner-up, a £25 voucher. In addition, both winners will also receive a fabulous 
pack of Giotto art products worth £200 for their school.  Eight other shortlisted winners will also 
receive a gift voucher worth £10 each. 
  
The entry form and templates can be found on The Lexicon’s 
website www.thelexiconbracknell.com  The closing date for entries is Sunday, November 14 
2021.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flexicon-bracknell.prod01.london.platform-os.com%2Fevents%2Fchristmas-star-2021&data=04%7C01%7CSarah.Luscombe%40bracknell-forest.gov.uk%7C8cc160d3e5394981fd9508d9947320cb%7Cf54c93b70883478fbf3d5
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We hope you all had a lovely half term; we have enjoyed welcoming the children back into 
Nursery this week. It was so lovely to welcome so many of you into Nursery for our parent/carer 
stay and play sessions. The children really enjoyed showing off their favourite things to do, and 
we hope you found it beneficial to talk to us and see first hand what your children get up to 
during their time with us! 
 
This week, we have been learning about Diwali, and the children have had access to a range of 
activities based around the festival of lights. We read the story ‘5 days of Diwali’, and watched a 
video about why Diwali is celebrated, to help the children understand the festival better. On the 
playdough table, the children created their own mandalas. They squeezed playdoh into jar lids, 
and then used dried pulses to create their desired pattern; we had some beautiful designs. The 
children created rangoli patterns using coloured pasta; this was a brilliant activity to work on 
their fine motor skills, as well as creating opportunities to colour match and make repeating 
patterns. We also made and decorated our own salt dough diyas. Once they were completed, 
we filled them with candles and turned off the lights, to mark the celebration. 
 
In PE, the children enjoyed team warm up games of ‘duck, duck, goose’ and ‘runner beans’. 
Then the children had the chance to practise their throwing and catching skills. Firstly, they 
threw bean bags to each other in pairs, then built up to standing in a circle to pass to the whole 
class. The children’s throwing and catching skills are improving, and we were impressed with 
their hand eye coordination.  
 
We are very excited about our Nursery trip to Little Forest Adventures next week on Monday 8

 

November. Please make sure you read the letter which has been sent out by the office, 
containing all the information about timings and what your child will need for the morning.   

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception have been exploring the festivals/events of Halloween, Diwali, and 
Bonfire Night and they were excited to talk about the fun they had dressing up and going trick or 
treating for Halloween, as well as watching the firework display in Sandhurst. This led to lots of 
interest in role playing typical Halloween characters and inspired the children to role play 
making potions and spells. During child-initiated learning time, the children explored the 
different textures of the pumpkin, from the shiny hard outside layer to the slimy inside where the 
seeds are found. We have kept some of the pumpkin seeds to plant in the Spring. Some of the 
other activities the children enjoyed this week, were creating their own Rangoli patterns out of 
chalk and loose parts, making camper vans and buses out of the big construction equipment 
and reading the Meg and Mog stories in our class library. 
 
In Drawing Club, the children listened to the story of Meg and Mog by Helen Nicoll and 
designed their own potion for Meg. It was lovely to see how enthusiastic the children were to 
use their phonic knowledge to spell their ingredients.   
 
This week’s maths lessons focused on how numbers 1, 2 and 3 can be represented. The 
children watched the Numberblocks episodes introducing 1, 2 and 3 and then went on a hunt to 
find something which could represent each number; they came up with a fantastic list including, 
coins, Numicon, numerals, objects, and their fingers. The children practised forming the 
numerals 1,2 and 3 and drew pictures that represented each number.   
 
Over the week, the children learnt about two different artists, Romero Britto and Jackson 
Pollock, and have created their own artwork based on their styles. The children created 
patterned pumpkins using crayons and a wash over the top to form a wax resist based on 
Romero Britto and large-scale splatter paintings of fireworks influenced by Jackson Pollock. 
 
In Finger Gym, the children threaded string through punched holes on a paper plate to create 
spider webs, traced over handwriting patterns to complete a firework display, made playdough 
monsters and cut out stripes for Mog the cat.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In our Phonics this week, we learnt that the 'ow' grapheme can make two phonemes (sounds). 
In Reception class, the children learnt 'ow' as in 'how', 'now' and 'town'. In Year 1, we have 
learnt that 'ow' makes a different sound in words such as 'snow', 'blow' and 'grow'. In addition, 
we have practised reading and spelling words containing 'o-e' such as 'bone' and 'nose', 'oe' 
such as 'Joe' or 'o' such as 'no' or 'go'. We strongly encourage the children to read regularly at 
home and in school. Regular reading helps the children to gain confidence applying the 
grapheme-phoneme (spelling-sound) links we are learning. In Handwriting, we practised 
forming the letters 'j' and 'y'. These are both long letters which should have a descender 
beneath the line.   
  
In other English work, we shared autumn poetry and linked this to our own seasonal 
experiences. We focused on sharing imaginative descriptions engaging all our senses. To 
generate ideas, we smelled autumnal spices, tasted pumpkin soup and toffee apples and 
listened to recordings of the wind, rain and fireworks. The firework display on the whiteboard 
was very popular and prompted lots of children to share their own experiences from half-term. 
Next week, we will use our ideas to write our own autumnal poems.    
   
In Maths, we have been learning how to subtract by taking away and by counting back along a 
number line. We have been using pictures and practical objects to support our understanding of 
this concept. As an extra challenge, some children have also thought about ‘fact families’ 
looking at the relationship between addition and subtraction, for example, 5+3=8, 3+5=8, 8-3 = 
5 and 8-5=3.  
   
In Computing this term, we will be learning to create and store digital work using Purple Mash. 
This week, we recapped ways to be safe and respectful when using technology including ways 
to be safe online. In Year 1, we talk about asking an adult's permission before going online, 
only using apps or websites that your adult says are okay and talking to an adult if you see 
anything online which worries you. There is more information about online safety available on 
our school website. Having considered safety, we supported the children with using their own 
passwords to log into Purple Mash and to create or edit their own Purple Mash avatar. Your 
child's Purple Mash password should be in their reading record so that you can continue to 
explore Purple Mash at home.   
   
Also this week, we began our first Year 1 History Topic which will be all about Uplands. To 
begin with, we have considered the language of time, including how to use words such as past, 
present, now, then, before, after or next to sequence events. We learnt how events can be 
sequenced on a timeline with the oldest event on the left and the most recent event on the right. 
The children had a go at creating a simple timeline of their life. Most children love to talk about 
themselves and you may enjoy looking back over family photos and chatting about how long-
ago things happened and which year it was when family events took place. You could even 
create your own timeline if you feel inspired!  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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It’s been so lovely to be reunited with the children after the half term break and share in their 
achievements and progress during parents’/carers’ evening this week. It feels like such a 
positive start to this half term and the children should be so proud of how well they’ve settled 
into life in Year 2! 
 
We’ve started a new English unit this half term, all about our blue planet and the issue of plastic 
pollution in our seas. The children spent the first lesson coming up with questions that they’d 
like to have answered about the sea and the life within it. They then practiced their 
comprehension skills in pairs, decoding a text all about jellyfish and answering VIPERS style 
questions together. We also looked at the four different types of sentence; statement, question, 
command and exclamation, and tried to identify them in our speech and within texts too.  
 
In Maths, we’re finishing off our unit on Addition and Subtraction before moving onto 
Multiplication and Division. We’ve been revising and consolidating the methods taught to 
increase confidence and accuracy when applying them to solve problems.  
 
In Computing, the children have started to learn about search engines and how to search for 
things safely and effectively on the web. A great, safe and secure search engine to use is 
Kiddle which the children will be learning more about in the coming weeks as we research 
plastic pollution.  
 
Our Design and Technology unit this term is all about wheels and axles. This week, the children 
had a go at making their own mock toy car. It required lots of perseverance and teamwork but 
once the cars were made, we took them out onto the playground for a race. It was such an 
exciting afternoon!  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, we started a new unit on Roald Dahl’s Matilda. We spent time revising our 
previous learning on verbs as well as the past and present tense, before introducing the 
children to the present perfect tense. They have been using this to write sentences about 
activities that started in the past and continue into the present. The children have been 
thoroughly enjoying reading Matilda as our class novel. We have shared lots of laughter about 
the tricks that Matilda plays on her parents! It has also sparked some great conversations about 
the importance of standing up for yourself and the power that we all have within us to make a 
difference.  
 
In Maths, the children have been subtracting 2-digit and 3-digit numbers from 3-digit numbers 
and using the inverse to check their answers. They used this knowledge to tackle some word 
problems too. Ahead of starting our new unit on multiplication and division next week, we spent 
time recapping our 2s, 5s and 10s times tables and practising these in timed conditions.  
 
In Science, the children worked their way around a carousel of activities, investigating how they 
could push, pull and twist a variety of different objects to make them start to move, change 
direction and stop. They recorded their findings in a series of diagrams, adding arrows and 
labels to show which force they used and the direction.  
 
In History, the children created their own timelines of the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age, 
labelling key events in chronological order. We considered the differences between the three 
main periods of the Stone Age and began to make comparisons with other world civilisations at 
the time.  
 
In Design and Technology, we learnt about the history of the textile industry and investigated a 
range of different cushions and their functions. The children were introduced to the designer 
Laura Ashley and spent time analysing some of her prints and designs from the 1970s and 
identified the common features. The children were fantastic at applying their prior learning from 
Art and Design as they identified several nature inspired repeated patterns. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we learnt about the importance of having a growth mindset and the benefits 
this can have on our mental wellbeing. We compared the characteristics of a fixed mindset 
versus a growth mindset and the children used these ideas to write their own poems.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in English, we have been completing some SPaG work. The children have worked 
hard to understand apostrophes of possession with plural nouns. We started off with a singular 
noun before turning it into a plural and finally plural possessive. The children used their 
understanding to fill in the gaps of sentences using the apostrophe of possession correctly. We 
have completed some spelling work and recapped adding different prefixes to root words. We 
moved onto writing in our handwriting books focusing on lead ins, letter formation and size. To 
finish off the week, we completed some VIPERS work. The children have enjoyed watching a 
clip called Home Sweet Home. We paused and discussed the clip thinking about our VIPERS.   
 
This week in Maths, we have started with our Length and Perimeter unit. We started off thinking 
about what length is and how we can measure length. The children recapped how to convert 
between millimetres, centimetres and metres. We then moved on to converting between metres 
and kilometres. They know that 1 kilometre equals 1,000 metres. The children used this to help 
them during their independent activities. We finished off the week by exploring perimeter. We 
used grids to help calculate perimeters of rectilinear shapes before the children had a go at 
drawing their own with given perimeters. The children enjoyed spending some time on Times 
Tables Rock Stars practising their times tables.  
 
In History, we have started our new unit on Ancient Egypt. The children have learnt to describe 
the difference between ancient and modern. We have located Ancient Egypt in time and linked 
with other major events in a timeline. We also discussed other significant global civilisations of 
the era.  
 
In PE, we have started our Indoor Athletics unit. The children practised a variety of different 
jumps including the vertical jump, triple jump and standing long jump. We broke down the 
different types of jumps and the different jumping techniques that are needed for each one. The 
children then measured their final jump which will be continuously tracked throughout this half 
term.  
 
The children have been lucky enough to learn more about Diwali. They have learnt that this is 
the festival of light and one of the major festivals celebrated by Hindus and Sikhs. Thank you to 
Mr and Mrs Samra for providing us with an excellent animated clip which explains the Sikh 
story.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English, the script was turned upside down this week, with the children researching, 
planning, resourcing, and teaching their own lessons on different aspects of Victorian life. In 
groups, they worked on interactive lessons and presented them to excellent response. We saw 
role play, quizzes, fun facts, and some excellent teaching techniques to grab the attention of the 
class.   
 
In Maths, we investigated a wide variety of tables, interpreting the data to answer reasoning 
questions. We also used the 194 bus timetable to chart journeys between Bracknell and 
Sandhurst, calculating the time between stops, and which bus would be the ideal choice to 
arrive at a given time.   
 
In Computing, we began our new topic, using Scratch to create our very own games. We 
created code that allowed us to move a character through a maze, with some repercussions if 
they bumped into any of the walls! There were some incredibly creative games and the code 
was very effective to make an easy-to-play game.   
 
In Guided Reading, we continued our investigations into some interesting texts, reading further 
into the Hobbit and Street Child. We used VIPERS to gain a greater understanding of what we 
were reading.  
 
Year 5 also finalised their beautifully presented Harry Potter writing, edited and complete with 
some wonderful illustrations. The class are very proud of what they have produced and were 
thrilled to have the chance to write them up.  
 
Our guest writer for this week’s newsletter is Lyla:  
I really enjoyed this week and our Victorian topic. I can’t wait to learn more. I also enjoyed our 
Scratch topic because I loved making a game.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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We hope you all enjoyed a lovely half term holiday. It is lovely to have the children back in class 
again and we thoroughly enjoyed speaking to you all during parents’/carers’ evenings this 
week.  
 
We completed our poetry unit in English this week. To start the week, we looked at Lord 
Tennyson’s classic poem, The Eagle, identifying the poetic devices and innovating on the 
structure. We then explored haikus and cinquains, once again identifying poetic structures, 
before innovating our own poems in these styles. The children developed and redrafted their 
poems until they were happy with their choice of language, and then shared them with the 
class.   
 
In Maths, we started the week by revisiting prime numbers and prime factors, as this was an 
area the children struggled with before half term. We also explored squared numbers (when a 
number is multiplied by itself - 5 x 5 = 25), cubed numbers (when a number is multiplied by itself 
3 times - 5 x 5 x 5 = 125), and started to look at how the order of operations affects calculation. 
We used our reasoning and problem-solving skills to answer a range of questions based on 
these mathematical areas.    
 
As part of our ongoing preparation for SATs next year, we completed a Reading paper. We 
complete these regularly throughout the year for a variety of purposes, but mainly to identify 
areas that children need additional support with, as well as giving them the experience of what 
to expect.  
 
During PE, we began to revisit our indoor athletics skills. This week, we spent time working on 
techniques for triple jump, standing long jump, vertical jump and speed bounce. We will be 
continuing to develop these skills over the next few weeks.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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