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Autumn Term: Issue 08 22 October 2021 

Netball Festival 
 
Congratulations to our Y5/6 netball team, who won the Netball Festival on Wednesday 13 
October. The team drew one game and won all their other games. It is the first tournament win 
for an Uplands netball team in many years—well done!  

Parent and Carer Council meeting 
 
This week, we were delighted to hold our first Parent and Carer Council meeting of the year. 
We would like to thank the families who shared their valuable thoughts, comments and 
questions, either during the meeting or via email beforehand. It is so useful for us to engage in 
such robust discussion and gain a deeper understanding of parent and carer views. The insight 
we gain as a school from these meetings is invaluable and enables us to reflect on all aspects 
of life at Uplands, celebrating our strengths and looking for ways to continually improve. We will 
be collating the information from the meeting and sharing the minutes and some proposed 
actions with all families soon after half term.  

Parents’/Carers’ Evening meetings 
 
Our Parents’/Carers’ Evening meetings will be online this year, and information has been sent 
out to all parents/carers. Please book an online meeting, which will be held on Microsoft Teams. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 01.11.2021   Inset day—school and nursery not open (staff training) 

02.11.2021—04.11.2021   Nursery parent/carer sessions—info to follow 

Tuesday 02.11.2021   Parents’/Carers’ Evening 15:30—20:30 (Y2 only until 17:30) 

Wednesday 03.11.2021   Parents’/Carers’ Evening 15:30—17:30 (Y2 until 20:30) 

Tuesday 09.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Friday 12.11.2021   Children In Need day (“Feel Good Friday”) - info to follow 

Tuesday 16.11.2021   Bookfest, our 3rd annual festival of reading! (see letter sent 06.09.2021) 

Wednesday 17.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 13:30 

Thursday 18.11.2021   Year 4 class assembly 

Friday 19.11.2021   Odd Socks day—info to follow 

     

     

     

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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The Little Prince, read by Mr Sherwood 
 
As part of our reading offer, Mr Sherwood has recorded (with some special guests!) a reading of 
‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint Exupery as a treat for the pupils in the run up to Bookfest. 
We thought these recordings might support parents/carers with their home story reading in the 
evenings. There will be approximately 2 episodes released each week. We hope you enjoy 
listening to the story with your child!  
 
Episode 1 can be viewed here 
Episode 2 can be viewed here 
Episode 3 can be viewed here  
Episode 4 can be viewed here 
Episode 5 can be viewed here 
Episode 6 can be viewed here 

Year 6 Environmental Team work 
 
A huge well done to the Year 6 Environmental Team for their hard work this half term. To foster 
a sense of community in our pupils and a deeper respect for the school, each Year 6 House is 
assigned to a different team each half term to support the wider work of the school. This half 
term, Cervus house were the environmental team. Below is a photo of the team (with some 
extra helpers!) who have been working during the past few weeks to weed the outside 
classroom. Mr and Mrs McKenna then came in over one weekend to pressure spray the area. 
We are sure you will all agree that it looks fantastic! Well done to the pupils that were 
involved—you are providing a vital service to help improve our school. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
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https://youtu.be/dLawn9Aq4LY
https://youtu.be/3Tavu-6GZ_U
https://youtu.be/lJya2tRNDFM
https://youtu.be/znA7oxOm5Bs
https://youtu.be/oxdDKhLNPNI
https://youtu.be/7ATPKklqQdI
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School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. All tours will take 
place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be a limited number 
of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email Mrs Alison 
Livingstone, our Admin Manager: office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 
places per family. Please note these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The application window for primary school places will open in November and closes on 15 
January 2022. You may find further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this 
link. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  

Year 5/6 football team wins! 
 
Our boys’ team and girls’ team both travelled to Wooden Hill Primary School on Thursday 21 
October 2021. Our boys’ team came out convincing winners with a 13-0 victory, and the girls’ 
team were equally impressive with a 6-0 victory. Well done to all the players, but a particular 
special mention to Freya, Mya and Oskar, who all played in goal.  
 
Boys’ team:  
Oskar, Aiden (3), Khan (2), Harry (1), Oscar (1), Zac (3), Danny (2), Ben and Fletcher. 
Girls’ team:  
Mya, Freya, Jessie (2), Ivy (1), Indie, Esme, Brooke (3), Amber C-C, Amber P and Harriet. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
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https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
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http://prideofbracknell.com/nominate/
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Pyjama Day, 22.10.2021 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated pyjamas for our charity event to support the ‘Children’s 
Hospital Pyjamas’ charity. The pupils of Uplands attended school in their pyjamas, dressing 

gowns or onesies to support the charity. The new sets of pyjamas donated will be distributed by 
the charity as gifts for children who are staying in hospital on Christmas Day. 
 
‘Children’s Hospital Pyjamas’ will gladly accept any new pyjamas for children of any age, but 
have particular need of newborn and teen sizes, as well as nighties, which can be used for 
children with leg injuries.  
 
The children of Uplands had a fantastic day! It was also so lovely to see how proud the children 
were to be a part of this charity event, and we heard so many pupils explaining that they had 
gone to the shop and chosen the pyjamas to donate. Thank you to our families for being so 
generous and supportive—this will make a huge difference.  
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‘Get Well Soon’ Card for the Queen and BBC Berks 
 
On BBC Berkshire radio on Friday 22 October, Andrew Peach was asking for a school to send 
a get well soon card to the Queen after her recent trip to hospital, and Uplands’ School Council 
were listening and volunteered! Our School Council representatives from across the school 
produced a card and message for the Queen and have posted it to Windsor Castle. This is 
another example of the work the pupils are doing in the local area and we were delighted to be 
involved.  
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Tag Rugby skills day 
 
Well done to the pupils who attended our Y3/4 Tag Rugby skills day! The children had a great 
time and performed very wel! 
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Cricket skills day 
 
Well done to the pupils who attended our Y3/4 Cricket skills day! The children showed off a lot 
of talent developing new skills and behaved so well! 
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Reading support for families 
 
Last term, we shared some tips and advice to help families with reading at home. As reading is 
a focus for us as part of our School Development Plan, we are keen to work with families to 
support positive reading at home. Please reach out if you need anything by contacting 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. We have also put links to the previous weeks’ information online, 
which can be viewed on our website in the ‘Bookfest—a celebration of reading’ section: 

 Reading at home tips 

 Reading records—why are they useful? 

Flowchart for what to do if your child is unwell 
 
It is common for parents and carers to worry about whether to keep their child off school/
nursery. To help with this, Frimley Health and Care have produced an interactive flow chart to 
help parents/carers decide whether to keep your child/ren off school. There is also a written 
flowchart below. 
 
The Frimley Healthier Together website provides expert advice and support to parents and 
carers to help them manage a range of common childhood illnesses themselves and equally 
recognise when they need call their GP, 111 or visit the emergency department. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 
 
This includes using the driveway of the house at the top of Albion Road as a cut-through. 
Please keep your children out of the driveway and away from their property. 

Bikes, scooters etc. on site 
 
Please dismount anything like a bike, scooter or trike when you enter the premises (the main 
drive or the back gate) and walk up the drive / through the premises. This is to ensure there are 
no accidents and everyone is safe on the site. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Celebration Assembly 15 October 
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Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Reading Challenge star! 
 
This remarkable reader has already completed the Year 4 Reading Challenge! Each class from 
Year 2 to Year 6 is challenged to read twelve books during the year, including a variety of text 
types and genres. This brilliant booklover has managed to read and review the texts for her 
class during this half term and is now moving on to some other recommended reads from her 
teachers, including the sequel to her favourite book from the Reading Challenge, 'The 
Thornthwaite Inheritance'.  
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We have had a fantastic pumpkin-themed week in Nursery!  We have been very busy with a 
variety of different activities. Our play dough table was based around the pumpkin life cycle. We 
discussed the stages the pumpkin goes through and used orange play dough to make our own 
play dough pumpkins. We also set up some observational pumpkin art and were really 
impressed with some of the drawings the children created. Another activity that the children 
really enjoyed was hammering nails into a pumpkin. After a demonstration on how to use the 
tools safely, the children then used their hand eye coordination and motor skills to successfully 
hammer the nails in. 
 
We spent an afternoon preparing and making pumpkin soup. After checking a recipe and 
making a list of ingredients we would need, a group of children went to the shops to buy the 
things on our list. This was a fantastic opportunity to partake in a real life experience and the 
children were brilliant at following instructions, crossing the road safety and helping us to find 
what we needed in the shop. Once back in Nursery, we prepared the vegetables, ready to be 
cooked. Each of the children had a turn at cutting the pumpkin, giving them another chance to 
practise handling tools safety. We then waited patiently for the soup to cook; we all tried some 
and it was really tasty—a few of the children even asked for seconds! We are going to harvest 
the pumpkin seeds that we didn’t need for the soup, dry them out and then plant them in our 
garden bath to create our own pumpkin patch for next year.  
 
We were so proud of all the children during the Harvest Assembly last week: they did the most 
amazing job with performing the ‘Dingle, Dangle Scarecrow’ song, as well as sitting and 
listening really well to the rest of the school’s performances.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception have looked for signs of Autumn. In Literacy, the children listened to the 
story of Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert and thought about how the wind blows the leaves so they 
travel to different locations. The children then discussed the different places the wind took Leaf 
Man to in the story and wrote some fantastic sentences about where their Leaf Man was blown 
to. We are so proud of the progress the children have made this half term in applying their 
phonic knowledge to spell and their letter formation. Also, during literacy lessons, the children 
were introduced to six new words which were in the Leaf Man story: rustling, swooping, gliding, 
orchard, flock and gusty, and enjoyed thinking of actions to help remember the meaning of each 
word.  
 
In Maths, the children have revisited all the maths topics they have been taught this half term 
and completed simple assessment tasks to check their understanding. The children have had 
fun sorting monsters, sorting amounts that are more or fewer and creating repeating patterns.  
  
This week’s phonics lessons revised all the phonemes that the children have learnt so far and 
introduced three new sounds h, b, and f. The children confidently identified objects which 
started with these sounds and read simple sentences, alongside learning how to form each 
letter.  
 
This week’s Finger Gym activities were challenging and found the children making leaf prints in 
the playdough, threading laurel leaves, cutting out a leaf shape and cutting in straight lines 
along the veins and completing some complex handwriting patterns. The children all rose to the 
challenge and produced some great work.  
 
Finally, it has been wonderful to see how far the children’s play has come on in such a short 
period of time and how well they are cooperating and negotiating with each other. Some of the 
highlights of child-initiated learning time were creating an army jeep out of the new outdoor 
bricks, mixing autumn colours to paint leaves and collecting and creating their own leaf person 
or picture out of natural resources collected from the school grounds.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In our Phonics this week, we learnt that the 'igh' sound can sometimes be spelled with a single 
'i' as in 'wild' and 'child'. For the remainder of the week, we revised all the different spellings we 
have learnt for the same sound. We enjoyed sharing some fun spelling games on the 
interactive whiteboard. In Handwriting, we practised forming the letters 'b' and 'p' and 'k'. We 
focused on how 'b' and 'k' are tall letters which have 'ascenders' and 'p' is a long letter which 
has a 'descender'. In all their writing, the children should now be using a mix of capital and 
lowercase letters. We do not print in block capitals and so this is a good skill to practise when 
writing at home. 
 
In other English work, we focused on writing simple vertical lists with one item under another. 
As a stimulus, we shared the books 'Not a Stick' and 'Not a Box' by Antoinette Portis and 
'Stickman' by Julia Donaldson. The children could then choose to list their own uses for a box or 
a stick. While writing their lists, we encouraged the children to apply their learning from Phonics 
and Handwriting.  
 
In Maths, we have been learning how to add using different strategies. We have tried counting 
all the objects in two groups to find a total and then tried counting on from the bigger number 
instead of counting everything. We have also practised counting on along a number line. We 
are encouraging the children to select the most effective strategy to solve maths problems and 
to explain their reasoning using mathematical language.  
  
In our afternoons, we have been investigating the seasons. In our Science, we have considered 
the questions, 'How do the seasons affect me?' and 'What can I observe about autumn?'. On 
going outside to make our observations, we were met with a heavy rain shower, blustery wind 
and beautiful sunshine within one lesson. This gave us lots to discuss regarding seasonal 
weather! 
 
On Friday, we enjoyed taking part in pyjama day. While snuggled in our cosy outfits, we spent 
some time on PSHE and RHE learning. This included naming our emotions, exploring 
friendships and considering how we and others might feel. These are important themes which 
we will keep revisiting. 
 
Finally, we reached the end of our first half term in Year 1. We have worked very hard together 
and learnt a lot already. We wish everyone a restful and happy week. .   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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This week, the children had a go at writing their own poems about owning an exotic pet. They 
each wrote a wonderful chorus about their animal including alliteration and adjectives and spent 
time reciting them until they knew their words and actions off by heart. They were then very 
brave and had a go at performing some of their choruses to the whole class, complete with 
expressive actions. It was so lovely to share their work with each other and celebrate their 
imaginative writing.  
 
In Maths, we’ve continued to tackle column method and have moved onto subtracting 1-digit 
numbers from 2-digit numbers with renaming. We’re having to borrow tens by knocking on the 
door and acknowledging that one ten is the same as ten ones and that we can exchange the 
two. Year 2 should be really proud of their progress in Maths this term: they’ve come so far and 
are really starting to get the hang of this method and tricky concept.  
 
During Art and Design, we compared our own versions of Tiger in Tropical Storm to Rousseau’s 
original painting. We considered how the colours and subject of our paintings were very similar 
but the paint type was different and the shapes and brush strokes were quite different from 
person to person. The children also thought about what they would do next time if they were to 
do their paintings again and it was brilliant to see such fantastic reflection and evaluation taking 
place.  
 
We all really enjoyed practising and performing our class assembly on Thursday. The children 
have worked so hard to learn their lines over the weekend and this week. Thank you for all your 
support with this at home! They have also been so brave as it’s not easy speaking out loud to 
an audience. Thank you for coming to support them too; we hope you enjoyed their beautiful 
singing and that you learnt lots of interesting facts about the Great Fire of London. It’s amazing 
to think about just how much our fire service has evolved and changed since 1666 and how 
very lucky we are today to have access to life-saving emergency services. 
 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week in English, we have been immersing ourselves in performance poetry from a variety 
of Caribbean poets, including Faustin Charles, Grace Nichols, Dionne Brand and John Lyons. 
We practised using some of the tools from the poetry toolbox, such as rhyme, repetition and 
alliteration. The children worked in groups to innovate two poems, The Runner by Faustin 
Charles and Skipping Rope Song by Dionne Brand. We learnt that performance poetry is an 
important part of Caribbean language culture, with the sounds and the rhythm of language 
being just as important as the meaning. The children thought carefully about how to use 
volume, expression, body language and pauses to actively involve the listener and make their 
performances a shared experience. After rehearsing their performances in groups, all of the 
children courageously performed their poetry in our class poetry recital. As audience members, 
the children worked hard to use their Oracy skills to give proof of listening and provide their 
classmates with specific, kind feedback.  
 
In Maths, we practised using the column method to add 3-digit and 2-digit numbers. The 
children know that we can exchange ten ones for 10 and ten tens for 100 and used this 
knowledge to work out additions that cross 10 and 100. We also used the column method to 
add two 3-digit numbers and started to look at questions where an exchange is needed in more 
than one column. The children demonstrated so much resilience and perseverance with Maths 
this week and should be really proud of themselves.  
 
In Art and Design, the children used polystyrene tiles to create repeated patterns, using their 
own designs. They thought carefully about how to ensure that their designs were repeated as 
exactly as possible. We concluded our unit of work by evaluating the design and printing 
processes and comparing their repeated patterns to William Morris’.  
 
In Science, the children were tasked with finding a pattern between the size of a shadow and 
how it was formed. After investigating the differences in the size of the shadows when objects 
are placed at different distances from the light source, the children wrote a conclusion to explain 
their findings, using everything they have learnt about light. 
 
In RE, we recapped the 5Ks, which Sikhs that have joined the Khalsa wear as a physical 
reminder of the promises they have made. The children designed bracelets to remind 
themselves of something that is important to them and labelled them to explain what the 
different elements represent about them.  
 
We finished off the week with a wellbeing activity. The children gave compliments to each other 
in a Halloween style, using the sentence stem ‘You’re scarily good at…’ We used these positive 
messages to create Halloween decorations which the children can hang up throughout the 
spooky season to remind them of all of the amazing things they have achieved so far in Year 3. 
Have a Happy Halloween and a restful half term!  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in Maths, we came to the end of our Addition and Subtraction unit. We looked at 
efficient subtraction and identified the best method to use for certain calculations. The children 
learnt about the compensation method and how this is useful for calculations such as 7,000-
2,345 as you wouldn’t need to exchange for all the zeros. The children understand that you 
need to take away one from both numbers for the compensation method to work. We moved 
onto using our knowledge of rounding to estimate answers for calculations. We finished off the 
week with a mini quiz based on everything we have learnt about addition and subtraction.  
 
In English, the children finished off writing their playscripts based on Town is by The Sea. They 
thought carefully about the layout and included features of scripts. They spent some time 
practising performing their play scripts focusing on using intonation and appropriate volume. We 
thoroughly enjoyed watching the children perform their plays.  
 
In Science, we have completed two lessons of our new unit on Good Vibrations. We discussed 
how sounds are made and used words to describe the sounds they heard. These included loud, 
quiet, high, low, continuous and repeating. The children created sounds for their partner and 
they had to describe the sound they heard. In our next lesson, the children had a statement 
they needed to agree or disagree with ‘something has to move for a sound to be made’. They 
carried a number of investigations to determine the answer to this statement.  
 
In PE, the children took part in a cross country run of approximately 1,300m. The children 
worked extremely hard to push themselves to get the best possible time. Unfortunately, rain 
stopped play so we went inside and played a team game – Bench Ball.  
 
In Computing, the children used all their knowledge of quizzes and programming on Scratch to 
create their final times table quiz. The children included closed questions, changing the 
background, changing the sprite size and colour and adding a simple scoring system. The 
children have worked extremely hard with programming over the last few weeks and should be 
very proud of the quizzes they have made.  
 
In RE, we continued exploring Buddhism. The children learnt about the life of the Buddha. They 
sequenced the story to consolidate their understanding. We moved onto discussing the 
Eightfold Path of Buddhism and how they believe that it gives them a path they can follow to 
end suffering and ultimately achieve enlightenment.  
 
We finished off the week with some Halloween activities. We would like to thank Ms Futcher for 
providing Year 4 with paper masks to decorate for Halloween. The children thoroughly enjoyed 
decorating these. As the children have worked extremely hard this first half term, we had a 
movie afternoon to celebrate their hard work. We hope you have a relaxing half term and stay 
safe.   

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English, we concluded our Harry Potter writing unit, which has been thoroughly enjoyable 
from start to finish. For our final piece of writing, we considered what makes an exciting action 
scene and looked at effective examples of this. We watched a clip of the duelling club scene 
from ‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets’ to inspire us and then the children decided 
which two characters they would like to write a duel between. Using lots of precise verbs to help 
them conjure up the action in their readers’ heads, the children wrote their fantastic fight 
scenes. Later in the week, the children selected their favourite piece of writing from the unit so 
far and edited it for accuracy and impact. They then presented these pieces in their neatest 
handwriting with decorative borders.  
 
In Maths, we carried on our work on line graphs. We used the information in these graphs to 
answer a range of reasoning questions, including some multi-step problems.   
 
In Guided Reading, we continued to apply our VIPERS skills to a range of texts, 
including discussing the vivid vocabulary used in ‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets’. 
From discussing what was meant by Snape’s ‘waspish remarks’ to researching the origins of 
‘Parselmouth’, we’ve been loving being word detectives.  
 
In Geography this week, the children investigated the use of grid references and how these are 
useful to share and find locations on an Ordnance Survey map. We indulged in some very 
exciting and competitive games of battleships to work on these skills! Some children then 
moved on to looking at how a six-figure grid reference can be used to pinpoint a more exact 
location.  
 
As October is Black History Month, we researched and created presentations on some famous 
black figures. We celebrated their achievements and appreciated their fantastic contributions 
to life as we know it.   
 
Last week, the children made musical instruments with their Reception buddies and even 
performed together at the end. All of Year 5 loved getting creative and helping their buddies. 
 
We hope all of our families have a wonderful and relaxing half term. One of our topics when we 
return will be the Victorians, which we are looking forward to immensely.   
 
Our guest writer for this week’s newsletter is Bella:  
This week, in English, we were writing action to end our Harry Potter subject and I really 
enjoyed writing out my dialogue to put on display. It was really fun creating PowerPoints on 
famous black people for Black History Month and I got to research Katherine Johnson. I am 
also really excited because this week is the last week before we break up for half term and we 
are having a PJ day.    

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It doesn’t seem possible that it is already half term, but it has been a great start for the Year 6s. 
We have seen so many of the children blossom into their various roles and responsibilities: 
from the Environmental team taking charge of harvesting and weeding the vegetable patches to 
the Prefect team helping to support the children when lining up and going into class. In addition, 
the Technology and Assembly teams have ensured that our laptops and iPads are fully 
charged, and the hall is always ready when needed. Finally, our Reading Ambassadors, who 
have been busy supporting children across the school with their reading, as well as running 
‘Book Swap’ each week.  
 
During Science this week, we wrote up our observations from our visit to Snaprails Park before 
creating an imaginary creature which was adapted to live in a specific environment. The 
children had to describe why it was specifically suited to this environment and what features/
characteristics enabled it to survive there.   
 
We have continued to explore poetry in English this week. First, we wrote our own pet poem in 
the style of ‘Jenny’, a poem we analysed closely at the beginning of the lesson. We then held 
an inter house poetry challenge where each house had to write a descriptive poem based on a 
picture prompt. Each house performed their poems aloud and the winner received a house 
point prize!   
 
In Maths, we have finished the half term on a high, with almost all children significantly 
improving their initial arithmetic score. We also explored common factors and common 
multiples, as well as learning about prime numbers and how to identify these. Once again, I 
have reminded children of the importance of their having instant recall of times tables: all 
children have Times Tables Rock Stars logins and I would encourage them to practise, if 
possible, over the half term holiday.     
 
During Geography this week, we researched the impact of climate change on UK farming and 
predicted how farmers may have to adapt to continue farming in the future. In PSHE/RHE, we 
talked about peer-on-peer abuse and how to identify when interactions with our peers go 
beyond what is acceptable. We also discussed what we can do if this happens to us.   
 
We learnt about the 5 Pillars of Islam in RE and used these as a way to understand the concept 
of commitment; in particular, how Muslims show commitment to their faith. During our PE 
lesson, we started with a cross country run in which we worked with a partner to complete a set 
number of laps to establish an approximate lap speed. We then revisited one of the team 
events we have been working on during the half term to further improve our skills.   
 
Finally, to finish off our half term, we shared the Scratch 'animated story' projects we have been 
working on in Computing, presented our completed Science research to the class to explain 
how a real animal is adapted to survive in their natural environment and then watched the 
drama scenes we filmed earlier in the term.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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https://www.facebook.com/bracknellforestcouncil/photos/a.415651223041/10158518010848042 
 

 Parents/carers can apply online www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/applyforsecondary 

 If they are experiencing any technical issues with the online site such as issues logging in, 
password resets etc. they must email cypl.support-team@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 
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