
 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 

 

Autumn Term: Issue 07 15 October 2021 

Harvest 
 
As part of our community work and to celebrate harvest, all our classes have donated items to 
make up baskets for attendees of the Sandhurst Day Centre and other local residents. Our Year 
6 pupils delivered the baskets after our Harvest Assembly on Friday 15 October, and we all 
found it a heartwarming and worthwhile experience. Our thanks to the adults at Uplands for 
organising the baskets, to Year 6 for delivering the baskets and a big thank you to all the 
parents/carers and pupils who donated items. This community generosity is greatly appreciated. 
Our assembly on Friday 15 October was also lovely, with all classes (Nursery to Year 6) 
performing in some way. We also discussed the importance of being active and supportive in 
our community, and remembering that those we might help or support are still human beings 
and equal to us.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos continued on page 4... 

Pyjama Day, 22.10.2021 
 
Please remember that next Friday is our pyjama day. Children are invited to attend school in 

their pyjamas, dressing gowns or onesies to support the ‘Children’s Hospital Pyjamas’ charity. 
We are asking for donations of new sets of pyjamas for any age of children from newborn up to 
18 years old. These are then distributed by the charity as gifts for children who are staying in 
hospital on Christmas Day. 
 
‘Children’s Hospital Pyjamas’ will gladly accept any new pyjamas for children of any age, but 
have particular need of newborn and teen sizes, as well as nighties, which can be used for 
children with leg injuries. Please leave original tags on any donated pyjamas and do not wrap 
them so that they can be easily sorted and distributed to the correct hospital. 
 
Please ensure that your child brings appropriate footwear and outerwear for the weather on this 
day. Please see the letter previously sent for full details and information. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Wednesday 20.10.2021   Parent and Carer Council meeting, 08:50 (see newsletter piece / letter) 

Thursday 21.10.2021   Year 2 class assembly 

Friday 22.10.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Friday 22.10.2021   Pyjama Day for donations 

Friday 22.10.2021   Last day before half term (normal finish for the end of the day) 

Monday 01.11.2021   Inset day—school and nursery not open (staff training) 

02.11.2021—04.11.2021   Nursery parent/carer sessions—info to follow 

Tuesday 02.11.2021   Parent/Carer Evening 15:30—20:30 (Y2 only until 17:30) 

Wednesday 03.11.2021   Parent/Carer Evening 15:30—17:30 (Y2 until 20:30) 

Tuesday 09.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Tuesday 16.11.2021   Bookfest, our 3rd annual festival of reading! (see letter sent 06.09.2021) 

Wednesday 17.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 13:30 

Thursday 18.11.2021   Year 4 class assembly 

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. All tours will take 
place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be a limited number 
of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email Mrs Alison 
Livingstone, our Admin Manager: office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 
places per family. Please note these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The school tours will be led by our Head Teacher, Mr Phil Sherwood, and will consist of a 
presentation and a tour of the school. There will also be a brief Q&A session. If you have any 
questions regarding the tours before the event or questions after you have attended a tour, 
please email Mrs Alison Livingstone, who will be happy to help. The application window for 
primary school places will open in November and closes on 15 January 2022. You may find 
further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this link. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community. Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning 
School of the Year in 2018 was a great boost for the school community and helped our local 
popularity, helped us keep good application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our 
school reputation continue to thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly 
welcomed!  

Reminder regarding LFD tests 
 
Parents/carers are reminded that Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests for a child under 12 years old 
are not able to be recognised as a valid form of proof for a positive or negative COVID-19 
result. If your child has symptoms of COVID-19 as defined by the NHS, you should book a PCR 
test. We have had a number of families saying things similar to “My child has a cough but we 
have done an LFD and it is negative”. With this example, we cannot accept the LFD as a 
negative result and it implies that you have been worried enough about your child’s cough to 
consider that they might have COVID-19, so you should therefore book a PCR test. We hope 
this provides some clarity on the process. 

The Little Prince, read by Mr Sherwood 
 
As part of our reading offer, Mr Sherwood has recorded a reading of ‘The Little Prince’ by 
Antoine de Saint Exupery as a treat for the pupils in the run up to Bookfest. We thought these 
recordings might support parents/carers with their home story reading in the evenings. There 
will be approximately 2 episodes released each week, but here is a bumper edition for this 
week. We hope you enjoy! Episode 1 can be viewed here and Episode 2 can be viewed here. 
Episode 3 can be viewed here and Episode 4 can be viewed here. 
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Harvest photos continued 
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A spotlight on displays around the school 
 
Late last term, we updated our boards with learning and work from the Summer Term. It’s so 
good, we wanted to show it off! This week, we are showcasing Year 4 (now Year 5) and their 
display on the Tudors, including a some fantastic writing and artwork! 
 
As part of our PRIME Curriculum (read up on this here), we are interested in ensuring our 
pupils engage in deep history understanding and this topic from Year 4 (now Year 5) certainly 
engaged the pupils with their learning. Well done! 
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Celebration Assembly 08 October 
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Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

 

Dogs on site 
 
We are pleased to remind parents/carers that we now have an area where parents/carers can 
tie up dogs when they drop off or pick up children. This is located to the left of the main green 
gate on the Albion Road entrance, and is an inset part of the wooden fence where dogs can 
remain off the path and away from other families and children. Please note that Uplands takes 
no responsibility for the security or safety of any animal on site, and animals tethered in this 
area (and their actions) are the owner’s responsibility. Also, if you tie your dog up, please clear 
up after them. Please also note that dogs are not allowed on site, either on a lead or being 
carried. 
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This week in Nursery, we have been focusing our learning on understanding that even though 
we are all different, we are still all the same.  We have been reading the book ‘Welcome to our 
World’, and have enjoyed learning about what children do differently in other countries, like how 
they get to school or what they eat for breakfast. We then discussed and compared how this is 
different to us. This has helped the children to know that there are different countries in the 
world, and to start to develop positive attitudes about the differences between people.  
 
The children had a go at making their own ‘clay dough’, by mixing flour, mud and water. They 
then used it to try and make mud hut houses, with straw roofs. We also made some playdough 
using a variety of spices to create different colours: cinnamon and chocolate were our favourite. 
We then used the playdough and loose parts to make faces, making reference to facial 
features. Another activity the children enjoyed was investigating and counting conkers. They 
used wooden tweezers to pick up and count the conkers, as well as exploring the conkers in 
their shells, and having discussions about what the shell felt like.  
 
In PE, we ran our own session and took the children out onto the main playground. The children 
did their own version of the daily mile for a warm up, and then enjoyed a variety of games. They 
had use of the bikes and trikes, and being on the main playground meant they had more space 
to challenge themselves. They also enjoyed some target practice with bean bags and hoops, as 
well as hula hooping.  
 
We are collecting kitchen roll tubes and scraps of material for an upcoming activity; if anyone 
has any they could donate, we would really appreciate them. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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This week, Reception went on a journey to West Africa. They enjoyed listening to the story of 
Baby Goes to Market by Atinuke and Angela Brooksbank which is set in the West African 
country of Nigeria. The children loved comparing what Mama (in the story) was wearing with 
what their own mums wear, and this led to a fantastic discussion about how hot it is in West 
Africa so the materials used to make their clothes need to keep them cool. The story also led to 
further discussions about the cultural differences between life in England compared to Nigeria, 
as the children noted that the people predominantly travelled by foot and took a motorbike taxi 
rather than the car. However, what the children were most fascinated by was how Mama 
carried her shopping on her head using a basket, and they were inspired to have a go 
themselves. This led to lots of giggles as baskets kept falling off their heads.   
 
Throughout the week, the children learnt more about Africa, including identifying it on our class 
map of the world, discovering what animals are indigenous to the continent, and exploring 
African musical instruments and music.  
 
In Maths, the children looked at the repeating patterns on African Kente cloth and then 
matched, continued and created their own repeating patterns using shapes and colours.   
 
This week’s phonics lessons introduced the sounds ck, e, u, and r alongside the tricky words 
the, no and go. The children practised forming the letters and using the sounds to blend and 
spell simple words.  
 
One of the highlights during child-initiated learning time was when the children wanted to 
become racing drivers, by designing and taking part in the Uplands Grand Prix. It was great to 
see the level of collaboration between the children as they took on the different roles, as racing 
drivers, engineers, flag bearers and commentators. The children even thought of how the 
podium needed to be at different levels for the winner and the runners-up.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In our Phonics this week, we have focused on alternative spellings for the 'igh' sound. We have 
practised reading and spelling 'i-e' as in 'slide', 'ie' as in 'pie' and 'y' as in 'sky'. We have noticed 
that the same sound can be spelled in different ways and also that the same letter, or letters, 
can sometimes make different sounds. We have talked about how reading regularly can help us 
become familiar with words so that it becomes easier to choose the right spelling. In 
Handwriting, we have practised forming the letters 'e', 'u' and 'w'.  
 
In other English work, we focused on writing simple captions using a capital letter at the 
beginning, finger spaces between each word and a full stop at the end. We talked about how 
mistakes are part of learning. As long as we are trying our best, we can be proud of our writing. 
Also, spotting ways to improve our sentences will help us become stronger writers. The children 
have really embraced the challenge and have created fantastic captions for the classroom 
during their 'Busy Time'. 
  
In Maths, we have been learning how to represent number facts in different ways. As well as 
using a part-part-whole model, we have written number sentences using the addition and 
equals symbols for example 6+4 = 10 and 10 = 4+6. We have also looked at bar models as a 
different way to show how a whole number can be broken down into parts. At the end of the 
week, we applied our understanding of number bonds to ten in word problems.  
  
In our afternoons, we have spent more time being Geographers. On Monday, a lost alien 
arrived in our classroom wanting to find out about the location of our school. Over the week, we 
have considered our location on Albion Road in Sandhurst, within Berkshire, part of England 
and the UK. You may enjoy looking together at the school, or your home, on a map. The 
children enjoy zooming in and out on online maps such as Google Earth. 
 
Finally on Friday, we enjoyed taking part in the school Harvest assembly with a wonderful 
rendition of 'Oats and Beans and Barley Grow'. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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In Year 2 this week, we’ve been learning about poetry. We’ve been focusing on the poetic 
techniques of repetition and rhyme in particular. We learnt the poem ‘Anyone seen my Dragon?’ 
by James Carter and then had a go at writing our own class version about a pet hippo called 
Humphrey. We talked about alliteration and tried to incorporate this into our joint poetry writing 
too. Later in the week, we gave each table group an unusual animal and asked them to imagine 
what it would be like to keep them as a pet. We had a shark, a tiger, an elephant, a crocodile 
and a polar bear. In their house groups, the children wrote a chorus and then the rest of their 
poems, consulting each other and sharing ideas before putting pencil to paper. Poems written, 
the children then set to work learning and memorising the words and added actions ready to 
perform to the whole class. The children showed lots of bravery and respect when performing 
and being an audience member. It was lovely to see and listen to all their hard work and 
celebrate their collaboration and creativity.  
 
In Maths this week, we’ve been learning about subtraction and using the same methods we 
used for addition for this inverse operation. The children are really starting to get the hang of the 
column method and it’s been such a delight to see them slowly but surely grow in mathematical 
confidence. Well done Year 2!  
 
During our Art and Design lessons this week, we’ve been recreating Henri Rousseau’s ‘Tiger in 
Tropical Storm’ using watercolour. The children have been using the different techniques we’ve 
learnt to bring their paintings to life and add texture and detail. We’ve talked a lot about filling up 
the white space on the paper as you wouldn’t find any in the jungle. The children worked hard 
on doing a wash technique for the sky and foreground before adding more detail to create the 
depth and thickness of the jungle scene. We’re really pleased with the end results!  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
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In English this week, we finished our Coming to England unit. We read through a photo-story 
from the September 1961 issue of Flamingo magazine which told the story of a young woman 
as she settled into her new life in England. The children used their inference skills, which they 
have been practising in their Guided Reading groups, to read beyond the captions and 
photographs to infer how she may have been feeling or thinking at different points in the story. 
The children also used their retrieval and recording skills to explore some other key people and 
events, such as the Bristol Bus Boycott in 1963 and Hubert Baker, who helped to house and 
feed more than two hundred Caribbean people when they arrived on the Empire Windrush in 
1948. 
 
This week in Geography, we learnt about the transport links from the UK to other countries. As 
a class, we learnt about the role that the Eurostar plays in transporting people from the UK to 
France and beyond. The children then carried out their own research into international ferries 
and airways and considered how these transport links work, why they are important and how 
they are interdependent.  
 
In Computing, the children used all of the skills and knowledge they have acquired during our 
unit on E-Safety to plan a birthday party online. They had to apply what they have learnt about 
targeted advertising and digital footprints to select a party theme and used their knowledge of 
online advertising to select a birthday gift. They also used their knowledge of online 
communication to write an email, enquiring about the availability of a venue, as well as writing a 
message to a DJ that would be safe to post on a public social media page. Finally, the children 
recorded video invitations and decided if these should be posted publicly or privately. The 
children enjoyed their afternoon as party planners and demonstrated how much they know 
about staying safe online.  
 
In Maths, the children have been adding and subtracting multiples of 10 from 3-digit numbers 
with an exchange. We have spent lots of time doing this together, using counters, number lines, 
part-whole models and Base 10. We have also been practising counting forwards and 
backwards in tens and hundreds and using this to support our mental strategies.  
 
In Science, we moved on to thinking about larger and more complicated shadows and how 
these change throughout the day. The children drew a diagram and wrote an explanation about 
how a shadow changes throughout the day using what they had learnt about the angle of the 
sun and the Earth’s rotation.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we considered the positives and negatives of the internet and the benefits 
of limiting our screen time. The children produced posters full of ideas for entertaining, 
educational and creative off-screen activities.  
 
In RE, we continued to learn about the reasons a Sikh may choose to join the Khalsa. We spent 
time learning about the five 5 Ks and what they symbolise.  
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This week in English, the children have enjoyed working together in groups to produce a script 
for our English book, Town is by The Sea. We started off by familiarising ourselves with 
playscripts and looked at the features of these. The children discussed how playscripts differ 
from narratives. The children started off by writing ideas for their playscript and thought carefully 
about where each scene was going to be set. They then spent some time writing their scripts 
thinking about how they set out their script and ensuring they included all the relevant features 
– character list, stage directions and vocal direction. The children have loved spending time 
writing a range of autumn poems and letters for the people at Sandhurst Day Centre. They 
thought carefully about their use of vocabulary to make them all personal. 
 
In Maths, we have learnt how to subtract 4-digit numbers. We started off subtracting using 
place value grids before moving on to column method. The children are able to subtract with no 
exchanging, one exchange and multiple exchanges. We put this method into practice with more 
complicated word problems.  
 
Last week in Science, we finished off our unit on the Digestive System by consolidating our 
learning. The children worked in small groups to produce physical models of the digestive 
system out of play dough. They then created labels to identify each part and its role. We were 
very impressed with how the children worked collaboratively and the models they produced. 
 
In Geography, we completed a skills lesson on four figure grid references. The children have 
learnt why people use grid references and the advantages of being able to locate places on OS 
maps. We started off by breaking down how we write four figure references. We related it back 
to reading graphs in Maths – along the corridor and up the stairs. The children used this skill to 
locate physical features on an OS map of the local area.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children evaluated their musical instrument against their design 
criteria. They thought carefully about whether it made both high and low sounds, it looked like a 
musical instrument, it was a reasonable size and looked neat. The children then considered any 
future improvements if they were to do it again. The children produced some great musical 
instruments that made sound and should be proud of their finished products.  
 
In PE, the children put their pivoting work into practice by playing mini games on the full netball 
court. It was lovely to see their improvements over the last few weeks with their foot work and 
watch them get fully into the game.  
 
This week in Computing, we have continued with programming our online quiz. We started off 
by discussing how we know how well we are doing in a quiz. The children identified scores. We 
improved our quizzes by adding our own scoring system (both positive and negative).  
 
In PSHE and RHE, the children understood that isolation and loneliness could affect their 
wellbeing and know how important it is for them to discuss their feelings with an adult. The 
children know where and how to seek support, including whom in school they should speak to if 
they are worried about their own or someone else’s mental wellbeing. We discussed how 
bullying has a negative and often lasting impact on mental wellbeing.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English, Year 5 wrote some beautiful poems all about harvest. There was a wide variety of 
topics, structures and rhyming patterns. The children explored Squirrel Wood to find some 
inspiration to include in their work. The children then presented and decorated their poems 
beautifully in order to gift these as part of our Harvest Festival baskets for elderly people in the 
Sandhurst community.  
 
In Maths, we have begun our foray into statistics, interpreting and creating bar charts, line 
graphs and pictograms. The children gathered information from these graphs and used this to 
answer word problems and further understand the reason for creating these visual data 
representations.  
 
In Guided Reading, we split into groups to apply our VIPERS skills to an extract of ‘The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and an article about an inspirational micro-sculptor, Willard Wigan. 
As always, we’ve been loving delving into the world of Hogwarts with our class novel, ‘Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets’. 
 
In Geography, we discussed the varying populations of rural and urban areas, as well as 
different countries, discussing the reasons different people live there. We also investigated the 
movement of people around the world through immigration, emigration, or as a refugee, 
discussing the push and pull factors involved in living in certain areas or countries.   
 
In RE, the class had an excellent discussion about pilgrimages and the importance of the River 
Ganges in Hinduism. Everyone showed their inquisitive side and enjoyed learning more about 
the Hindu religion.   
 
Our guest writer for this week’s newsletter is Alex:  
This week, in English, we were creating and decorating harvest poems to go in the gift baskets 
for the elderly people. In PE, we learned how to play netball and we were taught how to do the 
footwork. I know that everyone has enjoyed seeing and looking after our Reception buddies. 
We see them every single Friday and sometimes bump into them on the playground. I have 
really enjoyed this week and I thought that it was lots of fun.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It has been a tremendously busy week in Year 6. The class team wanted to thank you for 
coming to support your children in their class assembly yesterday. It was lovely to see you all 
and we were very proud of your children. We would also like to thank you for your generous 
Harvest donations. The children enjoyed delivering the beautiful Harvest baskets to the 
Sandhurst Day Centre, as well as to some of our local residents.   
 
After we left the Day Centre, we went to Snaprails Park as part of our Science unit. The 
purpose of this visit was to look at how plants and animals adapt to survive in a specific 
environment. The children made sketches and took pictures of what they found and we will be 
examining these further in our next lesson.  
 
During our English this week, we started to look at poetry. We revisited what we already know, 
such as rhythm, rhyme and how poems can vary significantly in structure, before looking more 
closely at how poets select language for effect. We will be looking at a range of poetry over the 
next few weeks. We also wrote short notes, poem or pictures to be delivered along with the 
Harvest baskets to the residents of Sandhurst Day Centre.   
 
In Maths, we spent a lot of time unpicking long division and understanding how it can help us 
when dividing a large number by a 2-digit number. We also began to look at factors, factor pairs 
and common factors.   
 
On Tuesday, we spent the day making our marble runs. The children had a plethora of good 
ideas and used a variety of tools to bring their designs to life! Despite encountering some 
problems along the way, each group was able to produce a marble run by the end of the day: 
we hope to spend an afternoon next week finishing them off and testing them out!   
 
In Geography, we explored how farmers aim to maximise crop yields by rotating what is grown 
in a field. To do this, we worked in groups and tried to work out the best order to plant and 
harvest a selection of crops over a ‘6-year’ period. We then discussed each groups choice and 
decided which method of farming was likely to be most effective and why.   
 
During our PE lesson, and after the success of our Y6 netball team, we decided to continue 
building on the skills that we have been practising and develop them further. One of the main 
challenges for the children has been remembering which areas they can move to within the 
court and not ‘sticking’ their foot to the ground when landing.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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