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Autumn Term: Issue 06 08 October 2021 

Uplands football 
 
We were delighted to play our first football matches for nearly 2 years with Year 5/6 children on 
Thursday 07 October. Uplands played St. Michael’s Sandhurst in a league match in which 
Uplands triumphed with a 4-1 win (goals from Jacob (2) and Aiden (2)), and our newly-formed 
girls’ team ran out 1-0 winners in their first match (goal scored by Ivy). Both teams played tough 
opposition and the children all played so well as teams. Mr Archer was delighted with the 
performances and attitudes of the team. Well done, Uplands! 

Reminder regarding LFD tests 
 
Parents/carers are reminded that Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests for a child under 12 years old 
are not able to be recognised as a valid form of proof for a positive or negative COVID-19 
result. If your child has symptoms of COVID-19 as defined by the NHS, you should book a PCR 
test. We have had a number of families saying things similar to “My child has a cough but we 
have done an LFD and it is negative”. With this example, we cannot accept the LFD as a 
negative result and it implies that you have been worried enough about your child’s cough to 
consider that they might have COVID-19, so you should therefore book a PCR test. We hope 
this provides some clarity on the process. 

Year 6 class assembly 
 
We apologise for the confusion regarding dates for the Year 6 class assembly. The date for the 
class assembly is Thursday 14 October at 14:45 (doors open at the main entrance at 14:40). All 
parents/carers are welcome. 

Harvest requests for baskets 
 
To package our harvest donations to the Sandhurst Day Centre and local residents, we are 
seeking baskets, boxes or (ideally) old-style grocer’s boxes to hold the items. If you have any 
and are able to donate, we would be very grateful to receive them next week until Thursday 14 
at 09:00. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Harvest donation day (donations to school office) 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Year 6 class assembly, 14:45 (doors open 14:40) 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Y5/6 football match v The Pines (H) - team emailed out to those invited. 

Friday 15.10.2021   Harvest assembly and deliveries—info to follow 

Wednesday 20.10.2021   Parent and Carer Council meeting, 08:50 (see newsletter piece / letter) 

Friday 22.10.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Friday 22.10.2021   Pyjama Day for donations—info to follow 

Friday 22.10.2021   Last day before half term (normal finish for the end of the day) 

Monday 01.11.2021   Inset day—school and nursery not open (staff training) 

02.11.2021—04.11.2021   Nursery parent/carer sessions—info to follow 

Wednesday 03.11.2021   Parent/Carer Evening 15:30—20:30 

Thursday 04.11.2021   Parent/Carer Evening 15:30—17:30 

Tuesday 09.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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Parent and Carer Council meeting 
Wednesday 20 October, 08:50 

08:50 MEET FOR A 09:00 START. COFFEE AND CAKE PROVIDED. LETTER SENT OUT. 
 
What is Parent and Carer Council? 
At Uplands, we hold Parent and Carer Council meetings throughout the year to discuss various 
topics. Any parent or carer is welcome to attend. The aim of the Parent and Carer Council is to 
seek the views of parents and carers across the school on a variety of issues and improve the 
relationship between the school and our families. This is an open forum to suggest ideas for 
improvements and provide feedback on changes school life that are really successful.  
 
What has Parent and Carer Council achieved? 
Our Parent and Carer Council has already been instrumental in helping us to make 
important decisions on many issues, including choosing new PE kits; adding subject specific 
information for each class to our weekly newsletter; reviewing our Behaviour Policy; planning 
parent/carer workshops; commenting on key policies and procedures such as Safeguarding 
and Child Protection, Physical Restraint and Medicine in School; Relationships and Sex 
Education; suggesting ideas for promoting healthy eating; informing our decisions on 
homework; working in conjunction with the UFC (Uplands Fundraising Community) to improve 
fundraising opportunities for the school; producing a guide for parents on fun ways to help 
children with spellings; and producing videos to explain our Maths Calculation policies. 
 
How can you contribute to Parent and Carer Council? 
The school welcomes any feedback on what is working well at Uplands, as well as any 
suggestions you may have for improvement. If you have an item you would like to raise for the 
agenda of the meeting, please let the office know at office@uplandsberkshire.org. We find that 
face-to-face conversations are always easiest, and therefore encourage parents/carers to 
attend the meetings to discuss their issue. However, we understand that some parents/carers 
will be unable to attend some meetings, which is why we invite email comments. 
 
Agenda items for Wednesday 20 October 2021, 09:00 
Please see the letter which explains all of the agenda items. 

Headteacher’s Address 2021 
 
Parents/Carers can click here to view Mr Sherwood’s ‘Headteacher’s Address’ for 2021. This is 
an annual presentation from Mr Sherwood which provides a summary of the previous academic 
year (including the parent/carer survey and pupil survey from July 2021), and a look ahead to 
the new academic year. It is 34 minutes long and we hope that parents/carers will take the time 
to view what is considered an important video message for the beginning of the year. Please do 
get in touch if you have any questions or comments after watching the Headteacher’s Address. 

Uniform donations 
 
We are unable to accept school uniform donations at the moment. We do not have the storage 
and unfortunately we do not have any volunteers to catalogue and sort the donations we 
already have. If you are able to help with this task please email Mrs Livingstone, via 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. 
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Book Swap is back! 
 
We are delighted to announce that Book Swap has returned and is now taking place every 
Monday lunchtime, run by our wonderful Reading Ambassadors. 
 
We have a fantastic selection of books for all ages and abilities available to swap. If your child 
has a book at home which they have finished and no longer want to keep, they can bring it in 
and swap it for a different one during this session. Your child can then keep this book as their 
own, or return it at a later date to swap for another book. Children without books are welcome to 
come along and see the titles on offer and talk to the Reading Ambassadors. 
 
Additionally, our Reading Ambassadors have been busily planning other lunchtime reading 
sessions in the library throughout the week for any children who would like to attend. These will 
be promoted on a daily basis in school. 
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Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community.  
 
Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning School of the Year in 2018 was a great 
boost for the school community and helped our local popularity, helped us keep good 
application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our school reputation continue to 
thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly welcomed!  

Reception/Year 5 buddies 
 
Our Year 5 pupils have loved being a buddy to our new Reception cohort, and Esme wrote a 
lovely note to her buddy this week as she couldn’t see him. This level of kindness and care for 
others is something we love to see at Uplands—well done, Esme! 
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Reading support for families 
 
Last term, we shared some tips and advice to help families with reading at home. As reading is 
a focus for us as part of our School Development Plan, we are keen to work with families to 
support positive reading at home. Please reach out if you need anything by contacting 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. We have also put links to the previous weeks’ information online, 
which can be viewed on our website in the ‘Bookfest—a celebration of reading’ section: 

 Reading at home tips 

 Reading records—why are they useful? 

A spotlight on displays around the school 
 
Late last term, we updated our boards with learning and work from the Summer Term. It’s so 
good, we wanted to show it off! This week, we are showcasing Year 3 (now Year 4) and their 
‘Climate Heroes’ display, including a Blue Peter certificate for their effforts! 
 
With climate change such an important topic in our lives at the moment (and something the 
children of Uplands often feel very passionately about), this was a timely and exciting topic. 
Well done! 
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Celebration Assembly 01 October 
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Book reviews! 
 
We have a budding literary critic in our school! The Year 4 team have been delighted to read 
Presha’s weekly book reviews, which cover a range of different genres and text types. Presha 
thinks really carefully about who might enjoy the books and what she likes and dislikes about 
them. We love to see children reflecting on what they have read and recommending books to 
each other - keep up the great work, Presha!  
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 
retailers linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you 
are eligible for a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is 
turned into a donation and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see 
your purchases—we just receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 

End of the School Day 
 
A reminder to all parents and carers that the school day finishes at 1510 for Reception and Key 
Stage 1 and at 1515 for Key Stage 2. 

Reading Star for the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s Reading Star! Each month, Mrs Evans (our Librarian) asks for 
each class to nominate one child for ‘Reading Star’ and then a child is picked at random from 
the nominated children.  
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

Updated ‘Key Information’ documents regarding 
COVID-19 and the start of school/nursery 

 
We have updated our key information for the start of the new term, following the guidance 
released by the Department for Education (DfE). This can be located in the COVID-19 section 
of our website.  
 
Please ensure you have read the Key Information For Families document and any 
accompanying information. Our latest Parent/Carer Handbook is also available here, which will 
help families prepare for the start of term.  
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In Nursery this week, the children had lots of fun with some very messy sensory activities! We 
set up shaving foam and coloured water for a dinosaur tea party; this was much loved by the 
children. They really enjoyed the sensory experience of feeling the shaving foam together with 
water, and exploring the different textures mixing them together created. The children also had 
a go at pine cone rolling, with some autumnal coloured paint. This gave them an opportunity to 
experiment with paint in a different way, rather than just with a paintbrush.   
 
After the reading the story ‘Owl Babies’, the children then set about making their own nest with 
playdough, feathers and other loose parts. There were some beautiful and very creative nest 
designs, making use of all the resources provided. To encourage more reading outside, the 
children helped us to reorganise an unused area of the garden, to create an extra reading area. 
The children will be responsible for taking the basket of books in and out of Nursery each day, 
to give them ownership of their new space.  

 
In PE, the children were set three challenges to complete as a team. The first challenge was to 
build towers using cones, the second was to throw bean bags into hoops, and the final 
challenge involved the children throwing the correct coloured bib over cones at varying 
distances. This was a great chance for the children to practise their throwing skills and hand-
eye coordination skills. We witnessed some brilliant target shots, and were very impressed with 
the children’s throwing ability. 
 
With the weather taking a turn and becoming colder, please can you ensure that your child 
comes into Nursery with a suitable coat. We spend a lot of time outside, whatever the weather! 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception celebrated the importance of their grandparents or older relatives in their 
lives and thought about what they enjoy doing with them.  During the week, the children listened 
to the story of Nanna’s Button Tin by Dianne Wolfer. Drawing Club focused on the story of 
Nanna’s Button Tin and got the children thinking about the special times they have spent with 
their grandparents. The children drew pictures of a grandparent or special grown-up and talked 
about something they enjoy doing with them. There was a lovely range of ideas including 
baking cakes, going to the park and visiting castles. The children were also introduced to six 
new word: elderly, excited, amusing, polite, memory, and generous, and tried to use these in 
their play throughout the week. 
 
Our phonic lessons recapped all the phonemes the children had learnt so far and introduced 
four new ones: g, o, c and k. It has been fantastic to see how far the children have come on 
with their phonics since starting school. Well done!  
 
In Maths, the children continued to develop their mathematical vocabulary and enjoyed talking 
in full sentences, comparing the capacity of boxes using the vocabulary full and empty, the 
amount of food at a picnic, using more or fewer and the length of objects using longer or 
shorter.   
 
It has been lovely to watch the children’s play and how they embrace new experiences, 
including washing and hanging out the dolls’ clothes on the washing line, using the lolly sticks to 
make pictures, working cooperatively to make an amazing hole in the mud kitchen, then solving 
the problem of how to refill it and challenging themselves to create a trail around the garden.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In our Phonics this week, we have focused on alternative spellings for the 'ee' sound. We have 
practised reading and spelling 'e-e' as in 'Pete', 'ie' as in 'chief', 'ea' as in 'sea' and 'y' as in 
'happy'. In Handwriting, we have practised forming the letters 'i', 'l' and 't'.  
 
In other English work, we have continued sharing rhymes and poems. We learnt how the 
rhythm in rhymes can be a fun part of clapping and skipping games. We have clapped to the 
rhyme 'A Sailor Went to Sea, Sea, Sea' and tried skipping to the rhyme 'Teddy Bear, Teddy 
Bear'. Some children have been very motivated and resilient trying to improve their skipping 
outside. We wonder if our families know any other clapping or skipping rhymes.  
  
In Maths, we have been finding out about 'whole' and 'parts'. We discussed the difference 
between 'whole' and 'hole' and used a chocolate bar to explore this concept! After this, we 
found out about part-part-whole models using hula hoops and paper plates before starting to 
record our understanding in our Maths books. Examples of part-part-whole models are shown 
in our photos below. There is also an excellent Numberblocks episode which shows this 
concept - 'Fruit Salad' from Series Three. This programme is available on iPlayer. Through Year 
1, we would especially like the children to become confident recalling all the number bonds 
(pairs of numbers) that make 10 such as 10+0, 9+1, 8+2 etc.  
  
In our afternoons, we have extended our geography learning by finding out about the features 
of our school. On Monday, we went on a walk around the grounds to spot features such as 
Squirrel Wood, the hill up to the back gate and our field. The children were surprised to learn 
that not all schools have fields. Later in the week, we studied aerial photographs and plans of 
the school. On Fridays, we are also studying RE and our topic is the Christian Creation story. 
As part of this learning, we have been using boxes to make wonderful creations. We have 
discussed how it feels to be a creator and how we would like our creations to be treated. This 
has linked to discussion of how Christians believe that God would like them to treat the world. 
We hope you enjoy your child's creation and have a wonderful weekend.  
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This week in English, the children wrote their innovated stories based on Jampires. We spent 
time writing the beginning, middle and end over three days, sharing ideas together and writing a 
class version before the children had a go at writing their own. The children have been working 
hard on their writing stamina and have tried to write in the past tense using adjectives to expand 
and describe the nouns in their stories.  
 
In Maths, we’ve been tackling the column method and adding 1-digit numbers to 2-digit 
numbers with and without the renaming of tens. The children have been using diennes to help 
them and are beginning to see the similarity between a place value chart and the column 
method.  
 
During PSHE and RHE, we talked about bullying and what it looks like and how we can stop it. 
We watched a video about how to be an upstander rather than an bystander, helping our 
friends when they are in need.  The children completed a sorting activity, grouping pictures of 
what a good friend and a bad friend look like. They then used this to help them write five things 
that make a good friend on a hand print and we stuck them on the flipchart to make a class 
friendship display.  
 
Our key question in our History unit is ‘how has the Fire Service changed since the Great Fire 
of London?’ So in History this week, the children completed a fact hunt around the classroom to 
find information about what the fire service was or wasn’t like during 1666, the Victorian times 
and today. They jotted down lots of key facts and considered how fortunate we are today to 
have access to the fire brigade if we ever need it.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In Geography, we continued to learn about the transport links of the UK by carrying out 
fieldwork in Sandhurst. In stark contrast to the weather conditions during our local area walk in 
Year 2, we set off on a glorious sunny morning and were greeted with a bright blue sky! The 
children applied all of the geographical skills they have learnt this term, including compass 
points, four figure grid references and using OS Maps to identify the potential directions of 
travel of trains, cars and buses. Once we were back in the classroom, the children were tasked 
with using their new-found knowledge of Sandhurst’s transport links to plan their own journey 
from Uplands to Edinburgh using public transport. Whilst carefully planning their routes, the 
children came to realise how important and interdependent our main transport links are. The 
children thought about how much these transport links have changed over time and were very 
surprised at how many new motorways have been built in the past 50 years! We also 
considered how these transport links may change in the future, including the development of 
the high-speed rail network.  
 
In English this week, we have been learning all about adverbs! The children have been working 
hard to use adverbs to describe verbs in their writing. We also continued our learning about the 
Windrush Generation. We learnt that for people who had already settled in Britain, one way of 
supporting each other and building a sense of community was to offer advice to other people 
who had yet to make the journey. The children looked at extracts from the pamphlet ‘Going to 
Britain?’ which was published in 1959, offering advice to new arrivals, from what to bring with 
you, how to prepare for the cold and the importance of tea breaks! The children thought 
carefully about the information they would want to find out before moving to a new country. 
They planned and produced their own leaflets about life in Britain, using headings and 
subheadings to organise their writing. 
 
In Guided Reading, the children were introduced to our new reading focus, inference. The 
children took on the role of detectives to practise their inference skills, reading beyond the 
words in the text and looking for clues to justify their inferences with evidence.   
 
In Maths, the children persevered whilst adding and subtracting ones from 3-digit numbers with 
an exchange. The children discovered that adding ones affects the tens column as well as the 
ones column when an exchange is involved. We also thought about how we could use 
partitioning and number bonds to help us add and subtract more efficiently.  
 
This week in Science, the children were investigating shadows. Using the key words opaque, 
transparent and translucent, the children explained how shadows are formed and thought about 
the types of object they would need to make the best possible shadow.  
 
In RE, the children learnt about the commitments that Sikhs make when choosing to join the 
Khalsa and retold the story of the forming of the first Khalsa.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week in Maths, we started our new Addition and Subtraction unit. We recapped using the 
place value grid to add numbers before moving onto column addition. We began with adding 
with no exchanging. The children made great progress so we moved onto adding with one, and 
then multiple exchanges. The children were able to state whether the calculation included one, 
two or even three exchanges. We used our understanding of the column method to complete 
problem solving questions. In English, we spent time editing and evaluating our mining stories. 
We started off by editing a paragraph on the board together - thinking about punctuation, 
spelling and checking for sense. The children spent time on each area before giving peer 
feedback to their talk partner. Following some children achieving their pen licences this week, 
we thought we would show off our handwriting by writing our stories up in neat. The children 
worked carefully to ensure their handwriting was legible, neat and consistent. To allow all the 
children to finish their stories, the rest of the children were given a SPaG sheet and reading 
comprehension related to Greta Thunberg.  
 
This week in Science, we recapped the main parts of the digestive system and how the food is 
broken down. We looked at the differences between the mechanical and chemical break down 
of food. We blended fruit in a blender to represent a mechanical action such as the action 
performed by our teeth. Then the children rested a digestive biscuit on their tongue and 
observed any changes to the biscuit which represents a chemical progress. We were lucky 
enough to be given some digestive enzyme (Amylase) by Brenda Davies, Science Technician 
at Sandhurst School. We used this enzyme to observe the changes it made to a bowl of 
porridge and how long it took for these changes to take place. The children understand that this 
enzyme is present in their stomachs and helps break down the food in order for the body to 
begin to absorb the nutrients it needs. Year 4 would like to say a big thank you to Brenda for 
helping us once again with this experiment. 
 
This week in Geography, we went on a local walk to Snaprails Park to explore the river. The 
children sketched the river and used their knowledge from last lesson to identify different 
features of it. These included, waterfall, meander and source. In PE, we continued practising 
pivoting and completed different drills in small groups to embed the technique. The children 
then used this within a small game setting. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed the importance of physical exercise, time outdoors and 
community participation on mental wellbeing and happiness. The children understand the 
benefits of physical exercise and that we release endorphins which are our happy hormones. 
We came up with a class list of things that we do for fun and what makes us feel better if/when 
we are sad. In RE, we started our unit on Buddhism. Our key question is 'Is it possible for 
everyone to be happy?'. Our introductory lesson consisted of listening to the song 'Happy' by 
Pharrell Williams. The children thought carefully about how they felt whilst the song was playing 
and what the song reminds them of. The children enjoyed writing their own lyrics about what 
makes them happy. We moved on to thinking about if someone gave them a million pounds, 
what would they do with it? The children grouped their ideas before ranking them in a diamond 
9. We finished off discussing the key question and what we found out from the lesson. 
 
In Computing, we discussed what a Sprite is and if anyone knew of any way of changing the 
Sprite. The children chose one of the changing Sprite cards to add an effect to their Sprite, 
using their work from last week. Some children shared their work with the rest of the class.  
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In English, we revised the rules of using dialogue in our writing and were very impressed by 
how much the children had remembered from lockdown learning in Year 4! 
We then discussed why authors use dialogue and how careful use of various reporting 
clauses and adverbs can affect the meaning of the text. We investigated how speech can 
advance the story and convey character effectively. The children planned and wrote a 
conversation between two or more of their chosen Harry Potter characters, leading to some 
very entertaining and engaging exchanges!  
 
In Maths, we applied inverse operations to a variety of calculations, allowing us to check 
our working and find missing numbers. We also moved on to multi-step problems, deciding 
what the correct next step would be to find the correct answer.  
 
In Guided Reading, the children continued their deep discussions about some interesting texts. 
The Hobbit, and a piece about Willard Wigan were used to facilitate use of all of the VIPERS 
skills.  
 
In Geography, we used lines of latitude and longitude to identify the locations of a variety of 
countries, also explaining their positions in reference to hemispheres, the Equator, 
and the Tropics. We then delved deeper into the differences between rural and urban areas, 
considering which age groups may wish to live in certain areas and the reasons for this.  
 
In Science, the children investigated how levers work. We tried to lift different objects with only 
one finger, creating lever mechanisms to help us. The class learned the three parts of a lever 
and investigated what would happen if the fulcrum moved from the centre.   
 
In Computing, the children used their plans from last week to create amazing comic strips, 
showing the predicament one can find themselves in, should they go online in an unsafe way. 
In Art and Design, the class investigated primary and secondary colours, using them to draw a 
variety of different line types to create some artwork.   
 
Our guest writer for this week’s newsletter is Dom:  
This week, I have really enjoyed learning about character speech and making our own dialogue 
because it helped us understand about different characters’ emotions. I also found it fun to 
make our own computing comics with passwords, viruses, and spam emails.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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In our Computing lessons over the past few weeks, we have been learning how to programme 
Scratch. We have gradually developed our understanding of how to select the correct ‘block’ 
and order these effectively, so that we can programme a sequence of events. As part of this, 
we also need to understand how to ‘debug’ our programs so that sequences run the way we 
intend. We are now creating our own animated stories using Scratch and hope to have a ‘Movie 
Afternoon’ before half term, so that we can share them with our class.    
 
During our English lessons, we have written a missing chapter to explain from one of the 
character’s perspectives key events that have happened – the destruction of the governor’s 
boat! To do this, we planned events carefully using the surrounding story to help us add detail 
to what might have taken place. We then thought about how Pablo might have been driven to 
take such a serious course of action, despite knowing the possible consequences. Finally, we 
carefully edited our story.   
 
This week in Maths, we revisited our multiplication and division skills and used these operations 
to try and solve problems. The children enjoyed the opportunity to use their multiplication skills 
to try and work out which two 2-digit numbers could be used to make 999 – see if you can work 
this out at home!    
 
In Geography, we have been learning about land use throughout the UK and how climate and 
weather can impact farming practices. This week, we took a close look at the farming calendar, 
for both arable and pastoral farmers, in order to identify how the four seasons can affect 
farming. We will be considering how farming has adapted due to climate change next week, as 
well as learning more about how farmers manage their land.   
 
The research we have been undertaking for our Science lessons has taken a little longer than 
planned so this week, the children continued to investigate adaptation so that they could 
compile their facts and present them to the rest of the class. We also played an adaptation 
game where we chose a set of features (e.g. sharp claws) and earned or lost points depending 
on the situation we found ourselves in. Sadly, many of our creatures did not survive! 
 
We continued to practise our Netball skills in PE this week, ready for the Y5/6 Netball event that 
some children will be taking part in next Wednesday. We began our session with a fitness-
based warm up. We followed this with some skills practice and then played some inter-house 
matches. In Music, we learnt about the structure of music, and we used burgers to demonstrate 
the different parts of a song that we then learnt to sing.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Adult learning opportunities 
 
Community Learning is offering a range of Employability Skills and Well-being courses for 
adults this term. The Community Learning team’s programme of Employability Skills courses is 
perfect for those parents/carers looking to upskill or return to work. The wellbeing suite contains 
courses covering a variety of topics from pilates to a course on how to declutter the 
mind! Particular courses that the Community Learning team feel might be of interest to parents/
carers include: 

 Paediatric first aid 

 Positive thinking 

 Working in school 

 Understanding stress 

 Nutrition – special diets 

 Understanding food allergies 
 
In addition, they are offering the opportunity to brush up on or gain qualifications in Maths and 
English too!  Details on all the courses can be found at www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-
learning and daily updates can also be found on their Facebook page: www.Facebook.com/
bracknelladultlearning. 
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