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Autumn Term: Issue 05 01 October 2021 

Head Pupils for 2021-2022 
 
Congratulations to the two Year 6 pupils, who have been voted in as Head Pupils for Uplands. 
The Year 6 House Captains were invited to put themselves forward for the two Head Pupil 
roles, and those potential candidates stood up in a special assembly on Friday 24 September to 
deliver a speech to all pupils and staff. The pupils and staff then voted for their two top 
candidates and results were announced at the end of the day. Well done to everyone who put 
themselves forward: the speeches were incredible and made us all so proud of the school 
community and the Year 6 pupils we have at Uplands. All the pupils did themselves proud. 
Please go to page 5 to read the winning speeches. 
 
Our new Head Pupils have begun their roles in earnest and have already been gathering ideas 
from their peers, fellow School Council reps and other classes. In our first School Council 
meeting of the year, the 22 pupil representatives agreed on a Harvest focus for our donations 
as well as approving our charity for this term by planning a pyjama day in aid of a charity giving 
pyjamas and gifts to children in local hospitals over Christmas. A letter has been sent to families 
about both these community initiatives, which has been co-signed by Mr Sherwood and our 
Head Pupils on behalf of School Council. 
 
Finally, our Head Pupils will be representing Uplands with Mr Sherwood at this year’s 
Remembrance Service at the Memorial Park. Two Uplands pupils will lay a wreath and our 
Head Pupils will be invited up to read a poem as part of the service, which we are honoured to 
be able to do.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Harvest donation day (donations to school office) 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Friday 15.10.2021   Harvest assembly and deliveries—info to follow 

Wednesday 20.10.2021   Parent and Carer Council meeting, 08:50 (see newsletter piece / letter) 

Friday 22.10.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Friday 22.10.2021   Pyjama Day for donations—info to follow 

Friday 22.10.2021   Last day before half term (normal finish for the end of the day) 

Monday 01.11.2021   Inset day—school and nursery not open (staff training) 

02.11.2021—04.11.2021   Nursery parent/carer sessions—info to follow 

Tuesday 09.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Tuesday 16.11.2021   Bookfest, our 3rd annual festival of reading! (see letter sent 06.09.2021) 

Wednesday 17.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 13:30 

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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Parent and Carer Council meeting 
Wednesday 20 October, 08:50 

08:50 MEET FOR A 09:00 START. COFFEE AND CAKE PROVIDED. LETTER SENT OUT. 
 
What is Parent and Carer Council? 
At Uplands, we hold Parent and Carer Council meetings throughout the year to discuss various 
topics. Any parent or carer is welcome to attend. The aim of the Parent and Carer Council is to 
seek the views of parents and carers across the school on a variety of issues and improve the 
relationship between the school and our families. This is an open forum to suggest ideas for 
improvements and provide feedback on changes school life that are really successful.  
 
What has Parent and Carer Council achieved? 
Our Parent and Carer Council has already been instrumental in helping us to make 
important decisions on many issues, including choosing new PE kits; adding subject specific 
information for each class to our weekly newsletter; reviewing our Behaviour Policy; planning 
parent/carer workshops; commenting on key policies and procedures such as Safeguarding 
and Child Protection, Physical Restraint and Medicine in School; Relationships and Sex 
Education; suggesting ideas for promoting healthy eating; informing our decisions on 
homework; working in conjunction with the UFC (Uplands Fundraising Community) to improve 
fundraising opportunities for the school; producing a guide for parents on fun ways to help 
children with spellings; and producing videos to explain our Maths Calculation policies. 
 
How can you contribute to Parent and Carer Council? 
The school welcomes any feedback on what is working well at Uplands, as well as any 
suggestions you may have for improvement. If you have an item you would like to raise for the 
agenda of the meeting, please let the office know at office@uplandsberkshire.org. We find that 
face-to-face conversations are always easiest, and therefore encourage parents/carers to 
attend the meetings to discuss their issue. However, we understand that some parents/carers 
will be unable to attend some meetings, which is why we invite email comments. 
 
Agenda items for Wednesday 20 October 2021, 09:00 
Please see the letter which explains all of the agenda items. 

Headteacher’s Address 2021 
 
Parents/Carers can click here to view Mr Sherwood’s ‘Headteacher’s Address’ for 2021. This is 
an annual presentation from Mr Sherwood which provides a summary of the previous academic 
year (including the parent/carer survey and pupil survey from July 2021), and a look ahead to 
the new academic year. It is 34 minutes long and we hope that parents/carers will take the time 
to view what is considered an important video message for the beginning of the year. Please do 
get in touch if you have any questions or comments after watching the Headteacher’s Address. 

Uniform donations 
 
We are unable to accept school uniform donations at the moment. We do not have the storage 
and unfortunately we do not have any volunteers to catalogue and sort the donations we 
already have. If you are able to help with this task please email Mrs Livingstone, via 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
https://youtu.be/x9hnuoqn4b0
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
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School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. 
 
All tours will take place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be 
a limited number of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email: 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 places per family. Please note 
these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The school tours will be led by our Head Teacher, Mr Phil Sherwood, and will consist of a 
presentation and a tour of the school. There will also be a brief Q&A session. If you have any 
questions regarding the tours before the event or questions after you have attended a tour, 
please email Mrs Alison Livingstone, our Admin Manager, who will be happy to help. 
 
The application window for primary school places will open in November and closes on 15 
January 2022. You may find further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this 
link. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community.  
 
Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning School of the Year in 2018 was a great 
boost for the school community and helped our local popularity, helped us keep good 
application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our school reputation continue to 
thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly welcomed!  

Book Swap is back! 
 
We are delighted to announce that Book Swap has returned and is now taking place every 
Monday lunchtime, run by our wonderful Reading Ambassadors. 
 
We have a fantastic selection of books for all ages and abilities available to swap. If your child 
has a book at home which they have finished and no longer want to keep, they can bring it in 
and swap it for a different one during this session. Your child can then keep this book as their 
own, or return it at a later date to swap for another book. Children without books are welcome to 
come along and see the titles on offer and talk to the Reading Ambassadors. 
 
Additionally, our Reading Ambassadors have been busily planning other lunchtime reading 
sessions in the library throughout the week for any children who would like to attend. These will 
be promoted on a daily basis in school. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/our-school/join-our-family/join-us-primary/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-admissions
http://prideofbracknell.com/nominate/
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End of the School Day 
 
A reminder to all parents and carers that the school day finishes at 1510 for Reception and Key 
Stage 1 and at 1515 for Key Stage 2. 

Head Pupil Speeches 
 
 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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IQ Cards: Christmas Fundraiser 2021 
 
This term, we are delighted to be participating in the Christmas fundraiser with IQ Cards once 
again. The funds that we raise through your purchases will be used to benefit the pupils of 
Uplands. There are lots of options to purchase, including greeting cards, postcards, gift wrap 
and sticky gift labels. In addition, there are also some fun and affordable gifts to purchase such 
as chocolate bars, mouse mats, fridge magnets and keyrings  (Please see the leaflet that has 
also been sent with this email for product information). Your child’s name and design can also 
be printed onto all the products for that personal touch! 
 
Your child will bring home an order form, on the reverse of which your child should create their 
design. If you would like your child to participate, they should create their design using bold 
colours on the reverse of the order form. There are clear instructions on the form, but it is 
particularly important not to stick anything onto the design. Please pay particular attention to the 
highlighted sections. These sections must all be completed or IQ Cards may not be able to 
complete the order. Please check your child’s name is spelt correctly and is exactly how you 
would like it printed onto the products and clearly fill in the quantity of each product that you 
would like to order.  
 
Your payment must be made to Uplands via Scopay (no cash payments will be accepted) and 
the order form (with the design completed) should be handed in at the office only. Orders will 
not be accepted at the classroom by the class teams to ensure that we collate all orders 
through the school office. All order forms with payment must be returned to the office by Friday 
08 October. We believe the quality and price of these products is competitive and and they are 
perfect to give to friends and family. We hope you agree and are able to support the school by 
ordering. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Livingstone in the main school office. 

Celebration Assembly 24 September 

 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Census Day: 07.10.2021 
 
Our funding allocation for meals is based on the October Census each year. Our caterers, 
Harrison Catering, are offering an exciting menu that day and we would encourage all children/
families (Reception to Year 6) to have a school meal that day in order to help increase our meal 
funding which comes into the school budget. Meals can be ordered through your child’s Scopay 
account. For any questions, please email sbm@uplandsberkshire.org to speak with our School 
Business Manager, Mrs Guthrie. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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A spotlight on displays around the school 
 
Late last term, we updated our boards with learning and work from the Summer Term. It’s so 
good, we wanted to show it off! This week, we are showcasing Reception (now Year 1) and 
their ‘We’re Going On A Dragon Hunt’ display based on their learning and the well-known story, 
‘We’re Going On A Bear Hunt’. 
 
The children thoroughly enjoyed the creative and interactive unit based on the book, and the 
photographs, transcribed writing and artwork highlight this. Well done!    

Competition winners! 
 
Well done to Lagandeep and Freya for winning Bracknell Forest Council’s ‘Dog Fouling Poster’ 
competition. Lagandeeps’ image will feature on posters/stickers and Freya’s will feature on a 
banner. Thank you to everyone from Uplands who entered the competition and helped put 
Uplands’ name out in the community!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

Updated ‘Key Information’ documents regarding 
COVID-19 and the start of school/nursery 

 
We have updated our key information for the start of the new term, following the guidance 
released by the Department for Education (DfE). This can be located in the COVID-19 section 
of our website.  
 
Please ensure you have read the Key Information For Families document and any 
accompanying information. Our latest Parent/Carer Handbook is also available here, which will 
help families prepare for the start of term.  
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Scooter World Champion! 
 
We would like to say a huge congratulations to Lucy Evans, ex-Uplands pupil and daughter of 
our Librarian (Gill Evans) on becoming the Scooter World Champion! Here are some words 
from news site insidethegames.biz: 
 

Lucy Evans and Jordan Clark provided a double dose of success for Britain at 
World Skate’s Scooter World Championships in Barcelona. 
 
Britain won two of the three golds on offer at Parc del Forum, with Evans claiming the 
women’s park title and Clark capturing the men’s park crown. Evans ensured victory with 
a winning total of 89.67 points to see off American duo Claire Parks and Rebeca Ortiz. 

 
It is always lovely to hear how our former Uplands pupils are getting on in life, and we’re very 
impressed with Lucy’s latest accomplishment! Well done!  

     Photo credit: @lucyscooter on Instagram 
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We have had such a fun and busy week in Nursery! On the playdough table, we set up number 
mats, loose parts and playdough which the children used to make the numbers 1-5. Helping 
them to consolidate their number recognition and practise their counting. The children also 
enjoyed counting insects, and then finding the correct numicon piece to represent the total 
number in their group of insects. The aim of this was to help the children with their 
understanding that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total. We also talked about whether a group of insects had more or fewer 
than another group.  
 
In our first Outdoor Adventures session, we introduced the children to fire safety. We did this by 
playing a game where the fire and surrounding area near the fire pit was hot lava. The children 
had to think about how they would swap seats with another child safely, without crossing over 
the lava and after a bit of practice, they were able to do so. They then enjoyed climbing trees 
and digging in the mud patch. No Outdoor Adventures session would be complete without 
finishing it off with a yummy hot chocolate, which of course, the children loved! 
 
In PE, the children played another team game; this time it was called “crossing the river”. The 
children had to jump over cones (which were the river) to get across the other side to collect 
certain coloured bibs. The river got wider as the game went on; this helped them to develop 
their physical skills of jumping with two feet together and also colour recognition.  
 
This week, we were lucky enough to get to meet Mr Sherwood’s pygmy goats, Bert, Ernie and 
Oscar. The children were thrilled with their surprise visitors and were so happy to get the 
chance to stroke them. They used gentle hands and were all commenting on how soft and 
sweet the goats were; we all really enjoyed meeting them.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception have listened to the traditional tale of The Little Red Hen and learnt about 
the importance of harvesting produce. Throughout the week, the children investigated how 
wheat is made into flour and worked really hard at grinding some wheat grain. Whilst grinding 
the wheat grain, the children discussed what might happen if they planted some of their grain, 
wondering if it would grow just like in the Little Red Hen. We put some wheat grain onto wet 
cotton wool to help it germinate and are waiting to see what happens. Watch this space for 
future information on the progress of our wheat. On Thursday, the enthusiasm for what we 
could make from our flour led to the children deciding they wanted to make some bread, so they 
watched a short clip on how bread is made and are looking forward to using our flour to make 
some next week.   
 
In Drawing Club, the children were introduced to six new words associated with the story of the 
Little Red Hen: harvesting, motivated, hoeing, grumpy, grinding, and delicious. The children 
discussed what the words meant and thought of actions to help remember them. After creating 
a class story map of The Little Red Hen, we used it to innovate the story and create our own 
class version by changing the characters and what was baked. The end result was the story of 
The Little Muddy Pig, who baked a cake. 
 
In Phonics, the children recapped the phonemes taught last week and learnt four new ones i, n, 
m, and d, they also learnt the tricky word I. We have been pleased with how quickly the children 
are picking up their phonics and are beginning to blend simple words. Well done Reception!  
 
This week’s maths lessons continued to focus on matching and sorting objects by size, shape 
and colour, and encouraging the children to speak in a full sentence using mathematical 
vocabulary to explain how they knew something matched or belonged in a particular group of 
objects.  
 
Our Finger Gym activities worked on developing the children's fine motor skills through tearing 
paper to make pizza collages, rolling tiny peas out of playdough, twisting pipe cleaners around 
sticks, and completing handwriting patterns. 
 
Finally, the children loved meeting Mr. Sherwood's goats and enjoyed stroking them.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In our Phonics this week, we have focused on alternative spellings for the same sound. First, 
we revised 'ai' as in 'rain' and 'snail'. Then, we learnt 'ay' as in 'play' and 'stray' and the split 
digraph 'a-e' as in 'cake' and shake'. Please help your child to spot these sounds in words they 
are reading at home. In our Handwriting, we have practised forming the letters 'n', 'm' and 'h'. 
 
In other English work, we have started a unit on rhymes and poems. We enjoyed sharing the 
poem 'Down Behind the Dustbins' by Michael Rosen. The children were very good at predicting 
the last line of each verse using the rhyming pattern as a clue. As we became more familiar 
with the poem, the children were also great at reciting it together using expression and gesture 
to bring the words to life. It was more of a challenge for us to think of our own new rhymes and 
to innovate our own verses for the poem. We are still working on this together. 
  
In Maths, we have been comparing and ordering non-consecutive numbers from smallest to 
greatest; for example, placing 4, 9, 1, and 6 in order. We have also started to explore ordinal 
numbers such as 1st, 2nd and 3rd. The children were very good at using ordinal numbers 
verbally and we have supported them with learning how to write these down.  
  
In our afternoons, our main focus has been Art and Design. We have found out a bit about the 
life and work of Vincent van Gogh, practised colour mixing using paint and explored using 
different brushstrokes. In addition, many cchildren have enjoyed expressing themselves 
artistically during their Busy Time.  
  
Also in Busy Time, we have started to introduce challenges to encourage the children to be 
ambitious. The children can choose when in the week to complete the challenges and having 
done so, they are given a lolly stick to place in their challenge cup. This week's challenge has 
been to program Beebot to move in a square. We have been impressed by the resilience that 
the children have shown in finding the right algorithm to complete this challenge. 
 
Finally, we very much enjoyed our chance to meet Mr Sherwood's goats!  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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In English, we set traps in the hopes of catching some Jampires, just like Sam did in the book. 
We used jam tarts as bait and left them overnight on Monday to see if we could lure any 
passing jam fiends. On Tuesday morning, we arrived in the classroom to find that the Jampires 
had in fact been to visit; leaving our classroom in a very sticky mess! There was jam 
everywhere including a jammy, strawberry flavoured message on the whiteboard! The children 
had lots of fun investigating the classroom, trying to establish how these pesky Jampires had 
made their way in and how they outsmarted our expert traps. After lots of excited discussion, 
the children used the past tense and first person to write an account of what the Jampires got 
up to as if they were a Jampire themselves. They all wore Jampire masks to remind them to 
write in the first person so we had a class full of fierce and cheeky Jampires! 
 
Later in the week, the children had a go at creating their own Jampire style character. We had 
such a range of creative and interesting ideas from Cheesepires to KFCpires and 
Chocolatepires to Pizzapires. After creating their character profiles, the children then had a go 
at planning their own Jampire story using their invented character and leaning on the structure 
of the story we now know so well.  
 
In Maths, we’re focusing on addition and have begun to learn a variety of methods to find 
answers to simple problems. The children have found this step up in maths really tricky but we 
have reassured them (and you all at home) that with continued practice and support, they will 
get there. Practice makes progress after all! A great way to support your child with their maths 
at home would be to practise their numbers bonds to 10 and 20 as well as skip counting in 2s, 
5s and 10s. There are lots of songs we use in class that the children would love to show you at 
home on the Hopscotch channel on YouTube.  
 
We became Art critics this week and looked closely at paintings of Henri Rousseau and other 
artists who were around at the same time as him such as Monet, Matisse, Van Gogh and 
Cezanne. We talked about the colours, subjects and techniques used in their paintings and 
then completed a comparison activity in which the children had to make note of the similarities 
and differences between the paintings.  
 
In our Computing lessons this term, we’ve been focusing on Coding using Purple Mash. We’ve 
talked a lot about the skill of debugging which requires lots of motivation and resilience. The 
children have tried hard to push through feelings of frustration and problem-solve for 
themselves, helping their peers rather than going straight to an adult to fix the problem. This 
week’s task was to create a simple story, making characters move, hide and change. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed watching each other’s stories play out on the interactive 
whiteboard.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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In English this week, we started a new unit based on the book Coming to England by Floella 
Benjamin. Through group discussions, fed-in facts and photographs, the children learnt about 
life in Great Britain in the 1940s and 1950s and the experiences of the Windrush Generation. 
We learnt that people from the Caribbean were invited to move to Britain after the war, to help 
with the rebuilding of houses as well as other important jobs. The children designed their own 
posters, using a combination of persuasive language and images to convince people to come to 
Britain from the Caribbean during the 1940s. Vocabulary is currently our reading focus in Year 3 
and we have really enjoyed discovering new words and their meanings as a class, such as 
pioneer, adversity and disembark. The children have been writing their own definitions, 
comparing them with the definition in the dictionary and then adding these to our Windrush 
Generation class glossary.   
 
In Maths this week, the children have been using their prior knowledge of adding and 
subtracting ones and tens to add and subtract multiples of 100 as well as adding and 
subtracting ones from a 3-digit number without an exchange.  
 
In Geography, the children put the saying ‘along the corridor and then up the stairs’ into action 
whilst using four figure grid references to locate landmarks on a map of London. They also used 
the eight points of the compass to describe and identify the nearest transport link to a variety of 
landmarks.  
 
In Art and Design, the children created their own simple repeating patterns inspired by nature. 
The children evaluated their work and explained how their work had been inspired by William 
Morris and Orla Kiely. 
 
In Science this week, the children worked scientifically with their talk partners to investigate 
whether a series of statements were true or false, including ‘everything in a flat mirror is back to 
front’ and ‘you can see a clear reflection in a piece of crumpled kitchen foil.’  
 
This week in Computing, we discussed the signs we should look out for when deciding if an 
email is safe or unsafe to open, such as spelling mistakes in the subject, an unknown email 
address or an email address pretending to be something else.  
 
The highlight of our week was meeting Bert, Ernie and Oscar. Some of the children even opted 
to shelter under the tarpaulin with the goats when the rain interrupted our visit! 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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We were lucky enough to have some special visitors visit us this week. Year 4 thoroughly 
enjoyed meeting Mr Sherwood’s goats – Oscar, Bert and Ernie.  
 
This week in English, we started off by creating a character description of one of the characters 
from Town is by The Sea. The children used their magpie words, ink wasters and class ideas to 
help them. We moved on to planning and writing our own short story. The children thought 
carefully about what they wanted the ‘adventure’ in their story to be. Some children came up 
with some excellent ideas including the mine caving in, a noxious gas explosion or miners being 
trapped.  
 
In Maths, we finished off our Place Value unit. We explored negative numbers and thought 
about when we may see negative numbers in real life. The children were able to explain which 
temperature was warmer or colder and why. We moved onto looking at Roman Numerals up to 
100. The children worked hard to learn how to decipher Roman Numerals into numbers. We 
finished off the week with a place value mini quiz.  
 
Last week in Science, we identified the different types of teeth in humans and their simple 
functions. The children were given a piece of banana, apple and chewy sweet, and a potato 
masher, two forks and scissors. They investigated the best way to break up the different foods 
with the utensils. The children were quick to relate these utensils back to the types of teeth we 
have – incisors, canines and molars. The children were then able to try the different foods and 
explore what happens with it in their mouths. The children thought carefully about what teeth 
would be used to initially break down each of the foods.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children began to safely use a range of basic tools for cutting 
and shaping paper, card and wood. They used a combination of suitable materials to begin 
creating their instrument. They thought carefully about overcoming any difficulties and how they 
could continue to improve their instrument in the moment.  
 
In Geography, the children learnt how to describe and understand key aspects of the rivers. We 
discussed the features of rivers such as floodplains, meanders, source and mouth. We thought 
about what could cause flooding and when this is more likely to happen.  
 
In PE, we started Netball. The children worked on moving into space to avoid their opponent 
getting the ball. We then moved onto practising the correct footwork – pivoting. Although this is 
a difficult concept, the children did their best.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed how to recognise and talk about their emotions. We explored 
a range of different vocabulary that could be used when describing their own and others’ 
feelings. The children were given scenarios in small groups to either freeze frame or act out. 
The rest of the children had to guess which emotion was being portrayed and whether this was 
a reasonable way to behave.   
 
In Computing, we wrote and debugged programs. We started off by recapping what debugging 
means and why this is important when writing programs. The children then learnt how to 
duplicate their program for their quiz question from last week to add more questions. By the end 
of the lesson, the majority of the children created their own quiz.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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In English, we created recipes for some weird and wonderful potions, giving the drinker a 
variety of abilities. The children investigated the structure and punctuation commonly used in a 
recipe, as well as using modal verbs to enhance their work.  
 
In Maths this week, Year 5 applied the addition and subtraction methods that they learned in 
Year 4 to increasingly large numbers. At first, some children were a little intimidated by trying to 
calculate with 5 and 6 digit numbers but soon, we could hear lots of comments of, “I can do it!” 
from around the room. We then looked at how rounding can be used to estimate an answer to a 
calculation in order to check our work for accuracy.  
 
In Reading, we have used our VIPERS skills to access a range of exciting text extracts; from 
‘The Hobbit’ to ‘Macbeth’, we have certainly been on a literary journey this week! (Also, a 
notable mention must go to some excellent witch voices when reading aloud this week!). 
 
In Geography, the children discussed what ‘population’ means. We estimated some local and 
global populations and then used a population density map to identify areas of the UK which 
are the most and least populous. We also discussed the terminology ‘rural’ and ‘urban’ areas. 
 
In Computing, the class planned a comic strip, detailing someone not correctly following the 
online safety rules. Choosing from citations, passwords, and spam emails, they planned out the 
consequences of being unsafe on the internet.  
  
In Art and Design, we evaluated our work from last week and set about improving our work. The 
children created some more op art to reflect what they have learned from each other.   
 
In Science last week, the children experimented with varying sizes of parachute. They identified 
the size as our independent variable and the time taken for the parachute to reach the ground 
as our dependent variable. Everything else, we kept the same and they were our control 
variables.   
 
Our guest writer for this week’s newsletter is Scarlet:  
I have had a great week. My favourite thing in English was creating my own potion instructions 
to enable you to be a Roblox and enter the game. We included modal verbs in our writing. It 
was very exciting to see Mr Sherwood’s goats, they were cute.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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In English this week, the children embedded themselves in our class text by acting out part of 
an argument scene, which was then filmed. When practising the script, the children 
experimented with expression and intonation to begin to understand the impact this has on 
performance. We will watch these recordings and analyse our performances at a later date. We 
have continued to read and discuss The Girl of Ink and Stars but have also started our weekly 
reading groups: each group will cover a range of stories and poetry in these small group 
sessions throughout the year. Finally, the children wrote an emotive letter based on The Girl of 
Ink and Stars and shared their finished work with the class.   
 
During Maths this week, we explored negative numbers and how to use them in context, as well 
as calculate intervals across zero. Linked to this, we worked on problem-solving strategies and 
continued our daily arithmetic sessions which the children are really enjoying! In our lessons, 
we have moved on to using the four operations and have recapped our addition and subtraction 
skills, as well as how we use inverse to solve missing number calculations and check our 
answers are correct.    
 
We had ‘double Science’ this week! In our first lesson, we collected a range of data about our 
class (e.g. height) and looked at ways in which data can be recorded and analysed; in this 
case, we used a histogram. Our second lesson introduced the idea of adaptation in nature: how 
plants and animals have adapted to survive in a specific environment. In groups, the children 
researched an animal (e.g. a polar bear) and tried to identify what enables it to survive. Each 
group will be presenting their research to the class next week.   
 
During French this week, we extended our learning from last week and finished off our French 
maps of Sandhurst, carefully labelling each building with the correct French vocabulary. Our 
music lesson focused on learning more about pulse, tempo, rhythm and pitch, and understand 
how these can affect musical compositions. To do this, we closely analysed a song with these 
themes in mind.     
 
This week in our PE lesson, we revisited the skills needed to play netball, including pivoting, 
passing and moving into spaces. Due to the events of the past 18 months, the children have not 
played this sport as much as in prior years, so we also recapped the rules and strategies to 
help them become effective netball players. As part of a KS2 fitness challenge, Mr Archer also 
asked the children to maintain a steady jog for a set period of time. Knowing what pace will 
challenge you but also allow you to keep running can be tricky to understand, and general 
fitness is something we will be developing throughout our sporting provision.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Dogs on site 
 
We are pleased to remind parents/carers that we now have an area where parents/carers can 
tie up dogs when they drop off or pick up children. This is located to the left of the main green 
gate on the Albion Road entrance, and is an inset part of the wooden fence where dogs can 
remain off the path and away from other families and children. Please note that Uplands takes 
no responsibility for the security or safety of any animal on site, and animals tethered in this 
area (and their actions) are the owner’s responsibility. Also, if you tie your dog up, please clear 
up after them. Please also note that dogs are not allowed on site, either on a lead or being 
carried. 

Adult learning opportunities 
 
Community Learning is offering a range of Employability Skills and Well-being courses for 
adults this term. The Community Learning team’s programme of Employability Skills courses is 
perfect for those parents/carers looking to upskill or return to work. The wellbeing suite contains 
courses covering a variety of topics from pilates to a course on how to declutter the 
mind! Particular courses that the Community Learning team feel might be of interest to parents/
carers include: 

 Paediatric first aid 

 Positive thinking 

 Working in school 

 Understanding stress 

 Nutrition – special diets 

 Understanding food allergies 
 
In addition, they are offering the opportunity to brush up on or gain qualifications in Maths and 
English too!  Details on all the courses can be found at www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-
learning and daily updates can also be found on their Facebook page: www.Facebook.com/
bracknelladultlearning. 
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