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Autumn Term: Issue 04 24 September 2021 

Oracy Day 2021 
 
On Monday 19 September, all the classes were involved in our Oracy Day, which celebrated 
oracy around the school and a range of activities, games and assemblies. Mrs Deeks, our 
Oracy Lead, and Mrs Mileman, our Englsh Lead, were delighted with the pupils’ engagement 
and discussions. We now have an Oracy Champ sticker each week in Celebration Assembly 
(one per week for each class to award to a pupil in that class) to continue to promote oracy 
around the school. Well done, everyone! 

“New” train! 
 
Our thanks to Mrs Batty for volunteering her time to paint our train and give it a new colour! Mrs 
McKenna and Mr McKenna have also worked on the train over the holidays and the children 
think it looks great! One of School Council’s first tasks will be to give the train a name which will 
be painted on, so the School Council reps will be asking for suggested names from pupils in the 
coming weeks.  
 
If you are able to volunteer your services for any jobs (or services through your business or 
employment), please do get in touch. We would love to work with more members of our 
community and appreciate the help and support. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday  27.10.2021   KS1 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Harvest donation day (donations to school office) 

Thursday 14.10.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Friday 15.10.2021   Harvest assembly and deliveries—info to follow 

Wednesday 20.10.2021   Parent and Carer Council meeting, 08:50 (see newsletter piece / letter) 

Friday 22.10.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Friday 22.10.2021   Pyjama Day for donations—info to follow 

Friday 22.10.2021   Last day before half term (normal finish for the end of the day) 

Monday 01.11.2021   Inset day—school and nursery not open (staff training) 

02.11.2021—04.11.2021   Nursery parent/carer sessions—info to follow 

Tuesday 09.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 09:30 

Tuesday 16.11.2021   Bookfest, our 3rd annual festival of reading! (see letter sent 06.09.2021) 

Wednesday 17.11.2021   Reception 2022 intake school tour—booking details here, 13:30 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
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http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/parents-carers/online-payments/
https://www.scopay.com/uplands?redirect=true
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School tours for Reception 2022 intake 
 
Our school tours for parents/carers of children starting school (Reception class) in September 
2022 are now available for booking. More information can be found here. 
 
All tours will take place during school hours on the dates and times stated here. As there will be 
a limited number of places available for each tour, you must book a place in advance via email: 
office@uplandsberkshire.org. There will be a maximum of 2 places per family. Please note 
these tours are not suitable for children. 
 
The school tours will be led by our Head Teacher, Mr Phil Sherwood, and will consist of a 
presentation and a tour of the school. There will also be a brief Q&A session. If you have any 
questions regarding the tours before the event or questions after you have attended a tour, 
please email Mrs Alison Livingstone, our Admin Manager, who will be happy to help. 
 
The application window for primary school places will open in November and closes on January 
15 2022. You may find further information on Bracknell Forest School Admissions via this link. 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community.  
 
Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning School of the Year in 2018 was a great 
boost for the school community and helped our local popularity, helped us keep good 
application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our school reputation continue to 
thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly welcomed!  

Headteacher’s Address 2021 
 
Parents/Carers can click here to view Mr Sherwood’s ‘Headteacher’s Address’ for 2021. This is 
an annual presentation from Mr Sherwood which provides a summary of the previous academic 
year (including the parent/carer survey and pupil survey from July 2021), and a look ahead to 
the new academic year.  
 
It is 34 minutes long and we hope that parents/carers will take the time to view what is 
considered an important video message for the beginning of the year. Please do get in touch if 
you have any questions or comments after watching the Headteacher’s Address. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
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https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/school-tours-open-days/
mailto:office@uplandsberkshire.org
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-admissions
http://prideofbracknell.com/nominate/
https://youtu.be/x9hnuoqn4b0
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Dogs on site 
 
We are pleased to remind parents/carers that we now have an area where parents/carers can 
tie up dogs when they drop off or pick up children. This is located to the left of the main green 
gate on the Albion Road entrance, and is an inset part of the wooden fence where dogs can 
remain off the path and away from other families and children. Please note that Uplands takes 
no responsibility for the security or safety of any animal on site, and animals tethered in this 
area (and their actions) are the owner’s responsibility. Also, if you tie your dog up, please clear 
up after them. Please also note that dogs are not allowed on site, either on a lead or being 
carried. 

IQ Cards: Christmas Fundraiser 2021 
 
This term, we are delighted to be participating in the Christmas fundraiser with IQ Cards once 
again. The funds that we raise through your purchases will be used to benefit the pupils of 
Uplands. 
 
There are lots of options to purchase, including greeting cards, postcards, gift wrap and sticky 
gift labels. In addition, there are also some fun and affordable gifts to purchase such as 
chocolate bars, mouse mats, fridge magnets and keyrings  (Please see the leaflet that has also 
been sent with this email for product information). Your child’s name and design can also be 
printed onto all the products for that personal touch! 
 
Your child will bring home an order form, on the reverse of which your child should create their 
design. If you would like your child to participate, they should create their design using bold 
colours on the reverse of the order form. There are clear instructions on the form, but it is 
particularly important not to stick anything onto the design. Please pay particular attention to the 
highlighted sections. These sections must all be completed or IQ Cards may not be able to 
complete the order. Please check your child’s name is spelt correctly and is exactly how you 
would like it printed onto the products and clearly fill in the quantity of each product that you 
would like to order.  
 
Your payment must be made to Uplands via Scopay (no cash payments will be accepted) and 
the order form (with the design completed) should be handed in at the office only. Orders will 
not be accepted at the classroom by the class teams to ensure that we collate all orders 
through the school office. All order forms with payment must be returned to the office by Friday 
08 October. 
 
We believe the quality and price of these products is competitive and and they are perfect to 
give to friends and family. We hope you agree and are able to support the school by ordering. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mrs Livingstone in the main school office. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Census Day: 07.10.2021 
 
Our funding allocation for meals is based on the October Census each year. Our caterers, 
Harrison Catering, are offering an exciting menu that day and we would encourage all children/
families (Reception to Year 6) to have a school meal that day in order to help increase our meal 
funding which comes into the school budget. Meals can be ordered through your child’s Scopay 
account. For any questions, please email sbm@uplandsberkshire.org to speak with our School 
Business Manager, Mrs Guthrie. 
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Celebration Assembly 17 September 
 

Our InVentry system (at main office) 
 
We would request that, from Monday 20 September 2021, all children who attend Wake Up 
club should sign in via InVentry, our electronic sign in system. If your child arrives late to school 
or is collected during the day, please ensure you sign them in/out via the same InVentry 
system. 
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A spotlight on displays around the school 
 
Late last term, we updated our boards with learning and work from the Summer Term. It’s so 
good, we wanted to show it off! This week, we are showcasing Years 5 and 6 (now Year 6 and 
Year 7) and their French display on menus. 
 
The children have produced such beautiful restaurant menus to show off their French language, 
and it is a beautiful display. Well done!   
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Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

Updated ‘Key Information’ documents regarding 
COVID-19 and the start of school/nursery 

 
We have updated our key information for the start of the new term, following the guidance 
released by the Department for Education (DfE). This can be located in the COVID-19 section 
of our website.  
 
Please ensure you have read the Key Information For Families document and any 
accompanying information. Our latest Parent/Carer Handbook is also available here, which will 
help families prepare for the start of term.  
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Help Sandhurst Cricket Club secure a £1500 Grant! 
  
Sandhurst Cricket Club, who boast a number of Uplands pupils as members, are currently one 
of the 3 groups who have been selected by the Tesco Bags of Help scheme to secure a grant 
of up to £1500. The club has been growing significantly over the past 3 years and now has over 
50 junior members and 50 adult members, and is aiming to grow this further over the next few 
years. The grant will assist the club to develop their facilities to help cope with the growth the 
club is experiencing with a new net and scoreboard on the wish list! If they get the most tokens, 
they will secure a fantastic £1500 grant. 
  
So when you go shopping in any of the local stores, please make sure you grab a blue token 
and pop it into the Sandhurst CC slot to help our local cricket club. The voting is open until the 
end of September. 
  
If your son or daughter is interested in joining the club next year, they will be looking for new 
players from Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 5, so if you would like to find out more, please 
email Simon on sandhurstccallstars@gmail.com. 
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In Nursery this week, we have enjoyed a range of activities based on the book, Handa’s 
Surprise, to celebrate Oracy Day. We laid out various fruit from the book for the children to 
explore, and then we had a fruit tasting session. The children used descriptive words and made 
predications about what the fruit would look like on the inside. We heard some excellent words, 
like “prickly” and “juicy”, and the children loved trying the new fruit. The children used the story 
sack of Handa’s Surprise with puppets and felt fruit to act out the story. Each child was also 
able to become a different animal from the book. This gave them the chance to engage in 
extended conversations about the story, as well as learning some new vocabulary. We also 
read and acted out the story of the Three Little Pigs: we had some very enthusiastic role play, 
especially when it came to the part of the big bad wolf! 
 
We acquired some guttering this week, but it was covered in mud and not suitable for use 
straight away. So we set up some bowls of soapy water and sponges for the children to clean it 
for us. They worked really well together, and enjoyed taking on the responsibility of the task. 
Once the guttering was ready to use, we set up a car racing track with them. The children 
worked collaboratively to position the pieces of guttering at the desired height to make their cars 
go faster or slower.  
 
In PE, the children split into four teams to play a game called Robin Hood. This involved the 
children working in their own teams, to collect as many bibs as they could from the middle of 
the hall. Within their teams, each child took it in turns to run into to the middle, take one bib and 
then run back to their team mates. They found it a bit tricky at first, as it was the first time many 
of them had taken part in a team game. However, with some encouragement they were able to 
complete the game.  
 
As a quick note, please can we ask that all uniform is named. This can be as simple as writing 
your child’s name in pen on the label and regularly checking to see if the name is still able to be 
read. This way, we can return items to the right children. Thank you in advance for your help in 
this matter. 

 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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What have we been learning in Nursery? Cont. 
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This week, Reception have enjoyed learning through the book You Choose, by Nick Sharratt 
and Pippa Goodhart. The book provides opportunities for the children to use their oracy skills to 
make choices and decisions, including voting between two different stories at Storytime.  
 
In Drawing Club, the children discussed what job they would like to do when they grow up, and 
we have quite a few aspirational ballerinas, footballers, and chefs amongst the class.  
 
You Choose also featured throughout the children’s child-initiated play, inspiring them to 
choose a role to take on, create amazing homes out of the large construction equipment, 
including a jail to keep the baddies in, and then progressing onto designing and making 
vehicles such as police cars and buses. Miss Stokes got an old heater out of the shed and the 
children had fun taking it apart using different screwdrivers, which worked their fine motor 
muscles. 
 
This week, the children had their first phonics lessons and were introduced to the sounds /s/, /
a/, /t/ and /p/ and learnt how to form each letter. The whole class have got the first four sound 
cards to take home, chosen a home reading book, and have been given their first Pocket 
Rocket booklet to help them blend and read the phonemes they have been taught.  
 
In Maths, the children listened to the story of The Button Box, and matched, sorted, and 
compared our class button box, by colour, size, and shape   
 
On Tuesday afternoon, the class went into Squirrel Wood and went on a hunt for what they 
could find, every child chose one object to share with their bus group and played the memory 
game, ‘I went to the woods and I found…’. We were impressed with how well some of the 
children could remember what each child had found in the woods.   
 
Finally, the Yellow Bus group experienced their first Outdoor Adventures session and the 
children were excited to share that they had worked together as a team to make a den.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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In our Phonics this week, we have focused on the digraphs /ll/, /zz/ and /ck/. You will notice that 
some of the Year 1 spelling words contain these graphemes. Lots of parents have asked about 
our expectations for spelling homework. The red/orange homework books are for you to use at 
home. It is very helpful for the children to practise writing their spellings in these books. Of 
course, you may like to practise the spellings in other ways such as by playing games, making 
wordsearches, spotting these words in reading books or even letting your child test you!  The 
Year 1 team are always happy to chat and answer any questions. 
 
In Handwriting, we have practised forming the letters 'a' and 'd'. In other English work, we have 
shared the story 'Knuffle Bunny' by Mo Willems and inferred what the character Trixie could be 
saying. Trixie is a baby and so she cannot speak in real words. Having thought about the clues 
in the story, we wrote our own speech bubbles for this character. 
 
In Maths, we have been comparing numbers using the language 'greater than', 'less than' and 
'equal to'. We have been learning about the symbols >,< and =. We talk about the greater than 
and less than symbols being like greedy crocodile mouths. The crocodile always wants to eat 
the bigger number and so this is the way he opens his mouth! For example, 9 > 3.  
 
We have also fitted in lots of other learning activities! On Monday, we participated in the whole 
school Oracy Day and improved our skills of speaking and listening.  
 
In Computing, we learnt about programming. Initially, we discussed different uses of technology 
and ways to be safe using technology. Then, we learnt about the meaning of the word 
'algorithm' and started to be programmers using the Beebot floor robots. 
 
In Busy Time, many children have continued their Science learning by exploring and discussing 
plants. We have also continued to be impressed by the wide range of creative, imaginative and 
energetic projects which the children choose for themselves in this time! 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 
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We started this week off with our first whole school Oracy Day and had lots of fun focusing on 
our speaking and listening skills. The children enjoyed playing games that involved 
communicating clearly as well as giving and following instructions. Our particular favourite was 
the ‘back to back drawing game’, in which the children had to describe a picture to their partner 
whilst their partner attempted to draw it. We played as a class too, all drawing along as one 
child gave us instructions about what to draw. Later in the day, we had an Oracy assembly 
which involved lots of talking and sharing of ideas about what superpower we would like and 
why, explaining the reasoning behind our decisions. In the afternoon, we had a go at creating 
our own Public Service Announcements all about climate change and what we could do to 
make a difference to the world we live in. The children thought about the physical side of Oracy 
focusing on the importance of body language and volume of voice when presenting to an 
audience.  
 
In Maths this week, we’ve been revising skip counting in 2s and 5s. We listened to songs from 
the Hopscotch channel on YouTube to help us remember the sequences of these number 
patterns and the rules too. The children then applied this knowledge to some worksheets and 
solved simple problems. We also tried to skip count in 2s and 5s all the way up to 100 (and 
back again) as a class which the children were very pleased about! 
 
During our English lessons this week, we’ve continued learning about expanded noun phrases. 
We read the first few pages of the Jampire story and stopped just before Sam went to Jampire 
Land. We used this suspense to imagine what Jampire Land would be like and painted a 
picture of this enchanting, sugary place using expanded noun phrases in our writing.  
 
In Art, the children applied the watercolour techniques they had learnt a few weeks ago into a 
piece of art work. The children took inspiration from Henri Rousseau’s jungle paintings as well 
as listening to jungle sounds as they painted, to create their very own jungle scene in 
watercolour. They tried hard to include techniques such as wet on wet, pulling colour and our 
favourite, splatter, into their art.  
 
In Science, we started a new topic looking at materials. The children discussed the differences 
between material, object and property. We went on to discuss what the properties are of 
different materials and how this makes them suitable for their use. The children then gathered 
data from around the classroom to see which material is used the most and then thought about 
why this would be.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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On Monday, the children threw themselves into all of the Oracy Day challenges, games and 
discussions, with one child even exclaiming “this is the best day ever!”. We were particularly 
impressed with how well they used the different discussion roles whilst discussing which three 
items they would take to a desert island or which mythical creature they would like to be. They 
asked some fantastic clarifying and probing questions and carefully considered what good 
Oracy looks like in the classroom whilst creating our discussion guidelines.  
 
In Maths this week, we have been comparing objects and numbers and using our knowledge of 
the pattern in the 5 times table to count in steps of 50. The children’s Maths and communication 
skills were put to the test on Wednesday as they worked together to order thirty numbers 
ranging from 1 to 1,000 in ascending and descending order.   
 
In English, the children demonstrated how much they have learnt about desert survival whilst 
writing their explanation texts. They used paragraphs and headings to organise their writing 
around different themes, such as the weather conditions, dangers and what to wear.  
 
In Geography, we revised the countries and capital cities in the UK. The children then described 
the location of landmarks in the UK using geographical language and used OS Maps to find out 
which methods of transport they could use to get to these sites.  
 
In Science, we heard the story of two children that have to walk to school in the morning whilst 
it is still dark. The children were tasked with designing an item of clothing that would make their 
journey to school safer. They came up with some wonderfully creative and reflective designs 
and explained their use of material using scientific vocabulary.  
 
In Art and Design, we revised the sketching techniques that we used in Year 2 and the children 
created sketches of both William Morris and Orla Kiely’s work, focusing on repeating patterns. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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We started off this week with Oracy day. The children thought carefully about what they would 
expect from themselves and others when having a discussion to help create their own 
discussion guidelines. We had lots of fun playing different Oracy games to practise how to 
respectfully speak and listen to others. We finished off with the children working in houses to 
create a Public Service Announcement about Climate Change. The children worked 
collaboratively and produced some great presentations. 
 
In English, we have been exploring characters within Town is by The Sea. The children used 
some great adverbs to describe what a character was doing. We moved onto subordinating 
conjunctions and clauses. We have discussed ‘ISAWAWABUB’. This is a way to help the 
children remember the different subordinating conjunctions.  
 
In Maths, we have recapped ordering four digit numbers. The children identified what makes a 
number greater or smaller than the others by looking at the digits in each place value column. 
We moved onto rounding numbers to the nearest 1,000. The children used previously learnt 
rules of rounding to the nearest 10 and 100 to help them. We then explored how to count in 
25s. We started off by spotting patterns in number sequences. The children used their 
knowledge of counting in 50s and 100s to become fluent in counting in 25s.  
 
Last week in Science, we recapped the different parts of the digestive system and reminded 
ourselves that digestion starts in the mouth. We identified the different types of teeth in humans 
and discussed their simple functions. We then compared human teeth to different animal teeth 
and discussed similarities and differences. The children then enjoyed looking at their teeth in a 
mirror to help them complete their dental record.  
 
In Design and Technology, we discussed our final design criteria for our musical instruments. 
The children thought carefully about how they are going to make their instrument. They created 
annotated diagrams showing step by step instructions of how their instrument will be made. 
They included a list of tools and materials they will need.  
 
This week in PE, the children have been focusing on the game play and understanding of the 
rules of tag rugby. We were able to complete a ‘non-competitive’ round robin of matches, which 
saw every child involved and able to play in a variety of positions.   
 
In Computing, we continued on our lesson last week. The children worked together to create a 
quiz question on Scratch. They thought carefully about the different blocks they would need. 
They tested their quiz questions out on each other.  
 
This week in PSHE and RHE, we discussed how mental wellbeing is a normal part of daily life, 
in the same way as physical health. We discussed different emotions and how we may feel 
them in different scenarios.   

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week’s focus was largely on Oracy. We kicked off on Monday with the first ever ‘Oracy 
Day’, which was a huge success and was enjoyed by all the children. We reasoned, listened, 
discussed, challenged, engaged and expressed our ideas, thoughts, and feelings. The children 
really enjoyed showing off their oracy skills through lots of games and activities. They were then 
put into groups and challenged to work as a team to produce and perform an engaging PSA 
(Public Service Announcement) about climate change. We were very impressed by both the 
delivery of these announcements and the clever and constructive feedback the children gave to 
one another.  
 
In Maths, we revisited our work on negative numbers and Roman numerals. We investigated 
number lines to find the difference between positive and negative numbers and learned how to 
find a number half way these. The children then revised their work on Roman numerals from 
Year 4, expanding on this to include numbers up to 1,000. The children enjoyed applying the 
rules to increasingly large and challenging numbers and discussing the Roman number system 
against our own.  
 
In Geography, the children recapped their knowledge about the locations of continents and 
oceans. They identified different locations in relation to the tropics and The Equator, and found 
which hemisphere they are in. We went further into the geography of the UK, identifying a 
variety of cities and pinpointing their locations on the map. The children also created their own 8 
or 16 point compasses to use in this work.  
 
In Science last week, we talked in depth about a wide variety of forces that we can 
measure. Our main focus was on ‘air resistance’, or ‘drag’, which will act in opposition to gravity 
as unsupported objects fall to the Earth. The children asked some fantastic questions and we 
even ended up comparing cars and motorbikes, as well as thinking about the design of Formula 
1 cars.   
 
In Computing, we discovered what makes a ‘powerful password’ and some ideas to stay away 
from when creating passwords. The children created memorable sentences as clues to their 
passwords, ensuring they include numbers, upper and lower case letters, and symbols to make 
them hard to guess.   
 
In Art & Design, the class used grid paper to design some op art. We focused on perspective 
and tried to create a piece that looked like it was ‘falling away from us’. This included using two 
contrasting colours to create a chessboard effect, slowly changing the shape and size of the 
squares.  
 
Our guest writer for this week’s newsletter is Myah: 
I have enjoyed a lot this week. My favourite thing was Oracy because our table had to create a 
speech to perform in front of the class. Our name was ‘The Climate Superheroes’. What I 
learned from that lesson was that the world is being polluted and it’s up to us to stop that. We 
have played various oracy games: number games, getting to know you games, but my favourite 
has to be the drawing game. Your partner describes the picture and you have to draw it without 
looking at it.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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This week began with a whole school Oracy Day in which we explored how effectively we 
speak and listen to each other. In Year 6, we spent the day completing a variety of activities 
based around oracy and looked at ways to improve how we communicate with one another. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed the games we played in order to practice our oracy skills. They 
also created a group presentation about Climate Change, which we recorded ready to review 
and evaluate.    
 
During our Maths lessons this week, we revisited how to round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 
and 1,000 before moving onto to rounding any number, including decimals. This can be a tricky 
concept, especially when rounding decimals. We discussed the importance of this skill for 
estimation purposes (e.g. when dealing with money) and how it is particularly helpful when 
completing complex division - where you may be asked to round the answer to a specific 
number of decimal places or significant figures.   
 
We have continued to use The Girl of Ink and Stars as inspiration for our English lessons and 
this week, we planned a missing chapter to explain what had happened to some of the 
characters in the story. Focusing on using descriptive language and expanding our ideas to 
ensure our story was sufficiently detailed, we then wrote our missing chapter before editing it 
closely.  
 
This week, we decided which groups we would work in for our Design and Technology 
challenge, in which we will be designing and building a marble run. The children have started to 
think about items that could be recycled from home – with parental consent – and may ask if 
they can bring these into school over then next couple of weeks. The class challenge is to 
create a marble run that takes the longest time from start to finish, without stopping!    
 
In our Geography lesson, we continued to think about the UK and how our land is used. We 
focused specifically on different physical features within the UK and how these help us to 
produce food. We also researched the type of food we can produce and how this relates to our 
climate. During PSHE/RHE, we explored how friendship issues, particularly any form of 
bullying, can have a serious impact on our mental health and discussed a range of scenarios 
and how we could support others if they are feeling unhappy or isolated.   
 
In PE, we continued to improve our tag rugby skills ready for the upcoming tag rugby festival. 
This week, the children refreshed their spatial awareness and evasion techniques by playing a 
few games of ‘king of the ring’ before moving into a team-based challenge. The rest of the 
lesson was spent honing these skills through playing 9-aside matches.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Bikes, scooters etc. on site 
 
Please dismount anything like a bike, scooter or trike when you enter the premises (the main 
drive or the back gate) and walk up the drive / through the premises. This is to ensure there are 
no accidents and everyone is safe on the site. Thank you in advance for your support. 

We are always keen to support local community events; please see the following flyer for 
a local production: 
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