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Autumn Term: Issue 02 10 September 2021 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022 
 
Nominations are now open for the Pride of Bracknell Awards 2022. There are a number of 
categories (including Teacher of the Year, School of the Year and Lockdown Stars), so if you 
feel someone at Uplands (or the school as a whole) or someone in the community deserves a 
nomination, you can nominate them here. This is not just for schools, and anyone in the 
community can be nominated, so please do check out the website for more information on how 
to celebrate people in the community.  
 
Whilst we certainly do not expect nominations, winning School of the Year in 2018 was a great 
boost for the school community and helped our local popularity, helped us keep good 
application numbers for Nursery and Reception and helped our school reputation continue to 
thrive, so any nomination would always be gratefully and kindly welcomed!  

Updated ‘Key Information’ documents regarding 
COVID-19 and the start of school/nursery 

 
We have updated our key information for the start of the new term, following the guidance 
released by the Department for Education (DfE). This can be located in the COVID-19 section 
of our website. Please ensure you have read the Key Information For Families document and 
any accompanying information. Our latest Parent/Carer Handbook is also available here, which 
will help families prepare for the start of term.  

Headteacher’s Address 2021 
 
Parents/Carers can click here to view Mr Sherwood’s ‘Headteacher’s Address’ for 2021. This is 
an annual presentation from Mr Sherwood which provides a summary of the previous academic 
year (including the parent/carer survey and pupil survey from July 2021), and a look ahead to 
the new academic year. It is 34 minutes and we hope that parents/carers will take the time to 
view what is considered an important video message for the beginning of the year. Please do 
get in touch if you have any questions or comments after watching the Headteacher’s Address. 

Scopay for Reception families 
 
All families in Reception should have received a letter with information regarding the Scopay. 
Please email the school office (office@uplandsberkshire.org) if you have not received the email. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and 
times may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the 
term goes on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 
Our inset days for the academic year (and the additional day for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee) 
can be found on the Uplands website. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Monday 13.09.2021   Bikeability for Y6 

Monday 13.09.2021   Y1/2 after school sports club commences (15:10—16:20) 

Tuesday 14.09.2021   Y3/4 after school sports club commences (15:15—16:20) 

Wednesday 15.09.2021   School/nursery photographs. See newsletter for extra information. 

Wednesday 15.09.2021   Y5/6 after school sports club commences (15:15—16:20) 

Monday  20.10.2021   KS2 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Monday  27.10.2021   KS1 assembly with Reverend Castle 

Friday 22.10.2021   Last day before half term (normal finish for the end of the day) 

Monday 01.11.2021   Inset day—school and nursery not open (staff training) 

Tuesday 16.11.2021   Bookfest, our 3rd annual festival of reading! (see letter sent 06.09.2021) 

     

     

     

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents/carers may pay online through 
the Scopay system. The link can be found on the Uplands website. Families can view the menu 
and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. The 
link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly.  
 
Please also try to avoid last-minute changes to lunch orders which are placed ahead of time, 
via Scopay. Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them 
through the Universal Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the 
school has to pay for them. If you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, 
via your child’s account in Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and 
unnecessary spending.  
 
Thank you for your help with these matters. 
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Donation of benches from Avocado Properties 
 
Thanks again to Will and Mike for refurbishing and donating these benches to us! You can see 
the videos of them being made online via our Facebook page, @uplandsberks. We are very 
grateful for the support of Avocado Properties in helping our school community!  

School/nursery photographs, 15.09.2021 
 
The school photographer is visiting next week. Photographs will be taken of all children 
(Nursery to Year 6), and the photographer will also take photos with any siblings also in school 
or nursery. 
 
If your child is at Uplands Nursery and does not usually attend on a Wednesday morning, 
please line up outside the Jubilee Suite (this will be signposted but it one of the doors by the 
train in the main playground) from 08:30 and we will endeavour to get their photograph taken as 
quickly as possible. There is no obligation to attend. 
 
Only children who currently attend Uplands Primary School and Nursery will have their 
photograph taken.  

Reminder for snacks and packed lunches 
 
Please remember that we are a ‘nut free’ school and nursery, so peanut butter, chocolate 
hazelnut spread and other nut or allergen foods should not be given as a snack or in a packed 
lunch. Pupils and staff have severe allergies and this is to protect them. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
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A spotlight on displays around the school 
 
Late last term, we updated our boards with learning and work from the Summer Term. It’s so 
good we wanted to show it off! This week, we are showcasing Year 2 (now Year 3) and their 
display on equality. 
 
Part of our PRIME Curriculum (Purpose, Relationships, Impact, Metacognition and 
Experiences) is centred around the relationships between different subjects that the pupils 
learning about, and this topic blended an understanding of the history of events and key 
changes with regard to equality, geography (where the events were), the PSHE element of how 
it affect people, its impact on others and much more. Well done, Year 2 (now Year 3!).  
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The adventures of Herbie and Chive… 
 
Many pupils at Uplands have asked after the chicks they met, Herbie and Chive. Mr Sherwood 
informs us that the chickens are doing well, although Herbie is a cockerel so is now crowing 
each morning! However, he is very fun to have around! Chive is still calm and gentle, and may 
even be able to visit school again one day! Chive should soon start laying eggs as well. Mr 
Sherwood also has 3 more chickens now (which hatched at Mrs Sherwood’s care home where 
she works), called Basil, Sage and Dill. They are growing up fast and will soon join Herbie and 
Chive in the coop! The chickens all love watermelon, sweetcorn and even courgette, and have 
also been given a mirror for the coop area so they can check themselves in the mirror as much 
as Mr Sherwood does!  

Bikes, scooters etc. on site 
 
Please dismount anything like a bike, scooter or trike when you enter the premises (the main 
drive or the back gate) and walk up the drive / through the premises. This is to ensure there are 
no accidents and everyone is safe on the site. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Uniform donations 
 
Please do not send in uniform donations at this time; we had a large amount offered last term 
and need to sort through this before accepting any more. Thank you for your understanding. 
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It has been so lovely to welcome all our children back into Nursery this week, as well as 
meeting our new starters. The current children have been helping our new friends to settle in, 
and we are already seeing some new friendships being forged. We have been reminding 
ourselves of what it means to be a kind friend, remembering the routines of Nursery and 
learning about the importance of rules. We have also talked about how to respect and look after 
the authentic resources we have in Nursery.  
 
This week, our playdoh station was based around the book ‘The Tiger who came to Tea’. After 
reading the story, the children enjoyed lots of imaginative play with the playdoh, such as making 
cups of tea for the tigers. For our dinosaur-loving children, we set up a swamp tuff tray with 
sandy soap, foliage and other natural resources. The children have also really enjoyed painting 
outside on a large roll of paper. This was a lovely chance for the children to work collaboratively 
on a piece of joint artwork, and of course the children took the opportunity to get messy by 
painting with their hands!  
 
In PE, the children had to match cones to coloured hoops and also played a shopping game 
with beanbags. This gave them chance to practise their spatial awareness and listening skills, 
as well as their colour recognition. We were very impressed with the children’s confidence and 
how well they knew their colours.  
 
We are going to introduce a ‘walk and talk’ board in Nursery. This will be put out at the end of 
each day, to let you know what your children have enjoyed doing at Nursery during the course 
of day. We hope that this will give you a chance to start conversations with your child, and 
provide you with more of an insight into their day.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 
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It has been a joy to welcome our new Reception class. The children have been absolutely 
fantastic and the teaching team, alongside the lunchtime staff, have noted how well behaved 
and enthusiastic they are. Well done Reception; you should be very proud of yourselves.  
 
Despite only being in school for the morning, the children have been busy bees, sharing 
resources and cooperating with each other, exploring both inside the classroom and outside in 
our class garden, where they have been imaginative and engaged in their play. Some of the 
highlights were using the large construction equipment to make car ramps and testing out how 
to make the cars go faster, digging in the mud, building underground tube stations, searching 
for treasure, and creating yummy dinners in the mud kitchen. They also enjoyed using the 
funnels and pipes to explore water  movement and painted some beautiful artwork pictures. 
 
On Wednesday morning, the children had their first PE lesson with Mr Archer, who was not only 
impressed at how quickly they got changed, but also their ability to listen and follow instructions. 
This resulted in the whole class being put in the Gold Book twice in one lesson!  
 
Finally, the children had lots of fun meeting their Year 5 Buddies, sharing stories, playing with 
them in the class garden and at lunchtime. Thank you, Year 5 Buddies, for helping the new 
Reception children feel happy at school.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

What have we been learning in Reception? Cont. 
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Over the last two weeks, the Year 1 team have really enjoyed getting to know our new class. At 
this stage of the year, we aim to provide a smooth and happy transition from the Early Years 
Foundation Stage into Key Stage 1. We offer a 'blended approach' of play-based learning and 
more traditional teaching. Research has shown that this approach supports children's 
wellbeing, their involvement in learning and, ultimately, their academic achievement.  
 
We call our play-based learning 'busy time' as the children are encouraged to be busy taking on 
challenges that they choose themselves. These challenges can be inside or in outside. We 
have been greatly impressed by the creativity, problem solving and teamwork of the children. 
We have shared lots of talk for learning, smiles and laughter in the sunshine. 
 
In our lesson time, we have revised all the phonic sounds taught within Reception Class. 
Understandably, many children are a bit rusty with their sounds, especially the digraphs (two 
letters making one sound e.g. 'ai' 'ee' and 'oa') and trigraphs (three letters making one sound 
e.g. 'igh' and 'ear'). We are setting up some exciting new digital resources to support this 
learning and look forward to sharing more information with you soon. In the meantime, please 
do keep reading regularly at home and spotting these sounds in your books. 
 
In Maths, we are also revising familiar skills through our first unit of work on numbers to 10. We 
are practising explaining our answers verbally using mathematical language. We are also 
practising recording our answers on paper and writing numerals the right way round.  
 
In our afternoons, we have focused on PSHE and RHE. We have told the children that this is 
when we learn about ourselves and others and about how to be happy and safe. We have 
thought about fair class rules and why we need these. We have also talked about describing 
feelings and who can help us if we have bad feelings such as being worried. 
 
Finally, we have loved getting back to our PE lessons. This term, PE will be on Tuesday 
afternoons, although it is useful to have PE kit in school every day. We are focusing on hand-
eye coordination and having lots of fun.  
 

More photos on the next page! 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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What have we been learning in Year 1? Cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
http://www.forestlearningalliance.org
https://twitter.com/fla_tweets
https://www.instagram.com/forest.learning.alliance/
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

www.forestlearningalliance.org        @fla_tweets  @forest.learning.alliance    @forest.learning.alliance         

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

It’s been so lovely being back at school and we’ve really enjoyed getting to know Year 2 over 
the last week! 
 
To kick off the year, we’ve been looking at the book ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers. We’ve 
been considering our place in the world and trying to make sense of all the things around us. 
We talked about how much we’ve grown and learnt since we were babies and what advice we 
would give those who are new to planet earth. We focused on how important it is to treat others 
with respect, as well as our environment and the animals in our the world. On Monday, we 
headed outside into Squirrel wood to enjoy some time looking at insects, building dens, doing 
tree rubbings and observing the nature on our doorstep. The children then used all these ideas 
to help them to create a poem all about being outside. We also looked at the song ‘What a 
Wonderful World’, and rewrote our own class version before the children had a go at writing 
their own, using adjectives to describe the many wonderful things in our world. 
 
In Maths, we’ve been reminding ourselves about place value and counting forwards and 
backwards, using lots of resources to help us. The children had a go at using part whole 
models, tens frames, place value charts and diennes to help them solve simple problems. 
 
In Art, we explored lots of different watercolour techniques such as splatter, wet on wet, building 
colour and pulling colour. Splatter was a firm favourite with the class and they enjoyed working 
with this type of paint and using the watercolour paper too.  
 
In History, we thought about how London has changed since 1666, considering how transport, 
people, streets at night and buildings have developed over time. The children enjoyed exploring 
our capital city via drone footage, as well as watching a reconstruction of what London looked 
like back in 1666. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? Cont. 
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In PSHE last Thursday, the children considered the importance of our school behaviours and 
spent time exploring what each behaviour means to them. The children also discussed their 
aspirations for the school year and each set three goals that they are going to work hard to 
achieve.   
       
In Art and Design last Friday, the children looked at the similarities between William Morris' 
designs and his influence on other artists. They also spent time researching how fabric printing 
techniques from the 1880s have developed and contributed to those we still used today. 
 
In English this week, we started a new unit based on the book, ‘The Boy Who Biked the World’. 
The children have enjoyed learning about Tom’s adventure through Europe and Africa and 
have learnt some vital survival skills along the way. If they ever find themselves cycling through 
a desert, the children know how important it is to ration their water supply and check their shoes 
for scorpions every morning! The children have used their understanding of writing in first, 
second and third person to write about Tom’s expedition.   
 
In Maths, we have been learning how to count objects and numbers in multiples of 100 and 
using concrete materials to become familiar with any number up to 1,000. The children have 
been enjoying our daily true or false activity, demonstrating their oracy skills whilst verbalising 
their reasoning out loud.  
 
In Science, the children worked in groups to investigate how hard or easy it is to see objects 
in different amounts of light. They started by placing objects in a box and seeing which 
objects they could identify through the peephole. Afterwards, they varied the amount of light 
coming in to the box and recorded how this impacted what they could see.   
 
In Computing, the children used a list of pre-selected websites to conduct research on how 
advertisements are used to promote products. They learnt about the use of targeted advertising 
and the trail of our digital footprint.  
 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? Cont. 
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It has been lovely to have a full week with Year 4. We have had a great week continuing to get 
to know the children and begin our learning. We were very impressed with the children’s School 
Council speeches. They were all very brave and spoke clearly in front of the class.  
 
This week in Maths, we completed a recap on hundreds, tens and ones. The children used 
Base 10 to represent numbers up to 1,000. We moved onto rounding to the nearest 10, 100 
and 1,000. The children learnt the rhyme ‘1-4 stay on the floor, 5-9 climb the vine’. They used 
this within their independent work to round two and three digit numbers. We have been very 
impressed with their detailed explanations of how they work out their answers.  
 
In English, we have started our unit based on the book, ‘Town is by the Sea’. We started off by 
predicting what the book might be about based on its front cover and then the blurb. We read 
the book as a class and looked at the fantastic illustrations. The children understand that this is 
a book based in a mining town and this has allowed them to develop their vocabulary. The 
children have used the vocabulary and some ‘magpie words’ (great words we ’magpie’ from 
texts or from each other) within their work to ‘up level’ (improve) their sentences. We have also 
introduced our Reading Bingo challenge. It has been lovely to hear the children talking about 
and willing to share what they have read so far.  
 
This week in Science, we explored and observed leaves in order to help classify them. We 
started off by discussing leaves and which one is the odd one out and why. The children used 
different characteristics to help give some detailed explanations. We explored the differences 
between leaves being attached directly to the stem or branch, the edge of the leaf being 
smooth, wavy or jagged, and how the leaves may be arranged on the stem or branch in 
different ways. The children went outside and selected different leaves and then wrote ‘yes or 
no’ questions to help classify them.  
 
In Geography, we used the atlases to help explore the UK and where it is located in the World 
and Europe. The children labelled the UK and surrounding seas. We moved onto labelling the 
nearest countries on a map of Europe. They also learnt which hemisphere the UK is in. We also 
discussed Greenwich Mean Time and what this is.  
 
In Design and Technology, we started our unit on Musical Instruments. We evaluated a range 
of examples of musical instruments and identified materials and construction methods used to 
make them fit for purpose. We found out about construction of musical instruments from 
different times and cultures. The children are now able to recognise that music has shaped the 
world for thousands of years.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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Year 5 have really enjoyed getting back into school and seeing their friends. We’ve been really 
pleased to see their brilliant attitudes to learning and motivation to work hard, straight from the 
off. As a class, we discussed our expectations of each other, creating a class charter for 
everyone to follow.  
 
The children threw themselves head first into the democratic process, writing fantastic 
speeches and voting for their School Council representatives and Reading Ambassadors. Every 
speech was met with thoughtful listening, support and a huge round of 
applause. Congratulations to our School Council representatives: Eddie and Amber, as well as 
our Reading Ambassadors: Bella, William, Indie, Esme, Alex and Myah.    
 
In English, we have started a new unit on ‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets’. This 
week, we were focusing on conveying character. We discussed showing a character’s 
personality by using noun phrases, verbs and adverbs to show what they are saying and 
doing can be particularly effective. The children did a fantastic job and chose some really 
interesting perspectives to write from.  
 
In Maths, the children have consolidated some knowledge on rounding and place value from 
Year 4, showing their excellent grasp of what they’ve learned. We added a new place value 
column (tens of thousands) and started rounding much larger numbers to the nearest 10 or 
100.   
 
In Guided Reading, we began our investigation into some new, exciting texts. The children 
discussed the vocabulary they came across and made some fantastic inferences, leading to a 
greater understanding of what they were reading.   
 
In Computing, the children answered the question: What is spam and how can I keep myself 
safe from it? We discussed some of the hallmarks of spam emails and the dangers they can 
pose to your online safety.   
 
Our children were also delighted to meet their new Reception buddies in person this week. We 
were so proud to see how kind and supportive our children were of their new buddies when we 
visited them in their classroom and when out on the playground. We are looking forward to 
spending lots of time with our buddies this year and enjoying exciting learning opportunities as 
they settle into their school life at Uplands.   
 
Please see below the inaugural edition of our ‘Guest Writer’ segment by William Parker. Each 
week, a different Year 5 pupil will commit their thoughts on the week of learning to print:  
 
So far, I’ve really enjoyed the first week back. The teachers are slowly helping us get back into 
the habit of learning. I’ve really enjoyed our new English topic: Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets. This is a very interesting subject and I can’t wait to learn more.   
 
 
 
(Photos on the next page!) 

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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Welcome to Year 6! I hope you all enjoyed a fantastic summer holiday, despite the 
disappointing weather. We have had a great first week back and the Year 6 team have been 
impressed by your children’s attitudes and effort. They really have come into Year 6 ready to 
learn, which is fantastic to see.   
 
In English, we have started a unit of work based on ‘The Girl of Ink and Stars’, which is one of 
our Reading Bingo books this year. The children have immersed themselves in the first few 
chapters of the text, writing setting and character descriptions as well as answering a range of 
comprehension questions about what they have read.   
 
During our Maths lessons, we have spent the first full week revisiting place value with numbers 
up to 10,000,000. We have focused on being able to represent numbers in different ways – 
including bar models and number lines – as well as ordering and comparing numbers using a 
variety of strategies. We have also been developing our problem-solving strategies and 
resilience!   
 
We have been thinking about the importance of maintaining good mental health, and our PHSE/
RHE lessons have examined how we recognise and deal with complex emotions.   
 
In Geography, we used atlases to quickly find and identify countries before looking at a range of 
different types of maps (relief, climate etc.). Using these maps, the children tried to obtain as 
much information as possible about the UK. We will be focusing on farming practices for this 
unit of work. For Computing this week, we started to animate a scene using Scratch.  
 
This half term in PE, we will be focusing on ‘invasion games’, and understanding how we can 
develop key skills – including self-evaluation – so that we can play these games more 
effectively. This week, we focused on tag rugby and how to defend and attack. During the 
lesson, we revisited how to pass the ball when moving and then worked on our skills in a 1v1 
context.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a 
wide audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote 
local businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public 
reading this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall 
space and electronic space at Uplands to promote companies. To find out more and discuss 
the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by emailing 
marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind families that children/adults should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes etc. 
on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. 

 

#uplandspaidadvert 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. 
It is a danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and 
cross the roads. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 
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