
 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Uplands Primary School and Nursery  
Newsletter 

 

 

Summer Term: Issue 12 16 July 2021 

End of term message from the Mr Sherwood 
 
With three school/nursery days left before the end of term, I wanted to say thank you to our school 
community. Next week, Monday 19 July’s ’freedom day’ and the end of term on Wednesday 21 July 
at 14:00 signals what we’re told is the end of many restrictions and draws a line under what has been 
a very challenging two academic years for us all, as parents/carers, family members, staff and pupils. 
I would like to extend my honest and heartfelt thanks to all our families and pupils for their 
understanding and support during the pandemic. I recognise the sacrifices you all have made, as 
well as the additional measures you have accepted and followed in order to mitigate risk. This has 
not been easy at all, but has been necessary, and I hope the end of term signals the end of these 
restrictions for us, so that pupils - whether at Uplands or moving to new schools - can have a more 
relaxed and stable year in the 2021-2022 academic year. I would also like to send out my deepest 
thanks to my wonderful team members at Uplands: all the staff have truly gone above and beyond, 
putting themselves in situations where COVID-19 cases were rising, despite concerns and with the 
sole drive and desire to support pupils and provide the very best for them. Our staff at Uplands are 
like no other, and I am so grateful to work with such caring people. We are all lucky to have them with 
us. Finally, I would (as always) like to thank the Governing Board for their challenge and support over 
the year. The Governing Board have provided robust challenge for our risk assessment, operating 
plans and decisions regarding the end of term, but have been active participants in these decisions 
and have supported the views of the school professionals, and I am grateful for the time they give up 
for this voluntary role. Their expertise and support has, without a doubt, improved the school and the 
outcomes for our pupils.  
 
This week, we have sent out our end of year reports, as well as a link to our parent/carer survey. 
Please do ensure you respond by 23:59 on Wednesday 21 July, as all views are vital. I dream of 
having a 100% response rate! Some parents/carers may feel like they are happy so have no need to 
respond, but we want to hear these positive responses as well as comments on how we can improve. 
It is, quite possibly, the most important response a parent/carer makes, and I thank you in advance 
for taking the time to do this (for all children in your household at Uplands, not just one for the family 
as each child may have different experiences). 
 
A phrase bounced around over the last 12 months is “in a world where you can be anything, be kind” 
and this often resonates with me. We have all found the past 12+ months so challenging, and I 
believe that we should all exercise some understanding of what others may have had to go through, 
and I believe this extends to schools too. Schools have been pulled from pillar to post with guidance, 
restrictions and the pressure of the ‘what if’ of getting it wrong, and leaders across Bracknell Forest 
and the country have worked so hard to provide what they believe is best for the pupils of their 
school. It has not been able to be the ‘perfect model’ due to the pandemic, but I am proud of what we 
have been able to offer for our pupils, and our Local Authority standards partner agreed in a recent 
meeting, saying they were impressed with the high standards and expectations that we have 
maintained whilst adapting provision to support pupils.  
 
Thank you all for everything this year, and I wish everyone a restful and sunshine-filled summer. 
 
Mr Sherwood 
Head Teacher 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay system, which 
is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website. 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or 
cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please continue to order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with 
each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Wednesday 01.09.2021   Inset day—school/nursery not open 

Wednesday 01.09.2021   Parent/carer & child welcome session for new Nursery starters, 15:15—16:00 

Thursday 02.09.2021   Start of term (for YN and YR new starters, please note the transition times) 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2021—2022 (and additional day off) 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Board and are 
noted below. In addition, there is an extra date (06 June 2022) which has been set by the Governing 
Board for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This is noted below in bold and is not an inset day, but a day 
off (like a bank holiday) in celebration of the Platinum Jubilee, which falls in a half term. This extra day 
off for pupils and staff has been agreed for all schools in legislation and is, therefore, not localised to 
Uplands (although schools in Bracknell Forest have been given the power to choose which day to 
have off for the Platinum Jubilee). 

Wednesday 
01.09.2021 

Monday 
01.11.2021 

Tuesday 
04.01.2022 

Monday 
21.02.2022 

Friday  
27.05.2022 

Monday 
06.06.2021 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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#uplandspaidadvert 

Accessing support for Early Help 

Early help services 
 
Family information service 
 
SEND information, advice and  
support service 

Early help services 
 
Family information service 
 
SEND information, advice and  
support service 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://rbwmsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/p/safeguarding-children/concerned-about-a-child
https://rbwm.afcinfo.org.uk/
https://ias-rbwm.info/
https://ias-rbwm.info/
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/keeping-adults-and-children-safe/protecting-children/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub-mash
https://bracknellforest.fsd.org.uk/kb5/bracknell/directory/family.page?familychannel=0
https://www.bracknellforestiass.co.uk/
https://www.bracknellforestiass.co.uk/
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We have had a fantastic week in Nursery! Sports Day was a huge success; the children absolutely 
loved it and we were so proud of how hard they tried with all the activities. Each team took part in: 
goal scoring, speed bounce, target throwing and running races. There was lots of competitive spirit 
between teams, as well as some lovely examples of sportspersonship; for example, cheering each 
other on during the running races. It was such a shame we couldn’t invite you in to share it with us, 
but we hope you have enjoyed the videos on Tapestry. 

This week in Nursery, we had a go at making our own chalk paint. We provided the children with 
chalk, hammers and a pestle and mortar, to be used to break up the chalk. The children listened 
carefully and followed instructions on how to use the tools safely. We then collected all the chalk dust 
and combined it with water to paint outside in the garden. 

We got creative in the playdoh station this week, with a unicorn theme. We made multi-coloured, 
glittery playdoh, which the children loved. We were inspired by the book ‘Sugar lump and the 
unicorn’, which is some of our children’s favourite book here at Nursery. We also acquired a bigger 
playdoh table this week, which has already been well used and means more children can play on the 
playdoh station at one time.  

Following on from some children enjoying playing an imaginary game of doctors last week, we set up 
some real life doctor’s items for them to explore. This gave the children a chance to explore and gain 
awareness of different occupations. They really enjoyed the new role play equipment, such as a real 
stethoscope. The children played collaboratively alongside each other, taking it in turns to be the 
doctor or the patient. There were lots of interesting ailments and symptoms! 

Thank you so much for all your generous donations to our Nursery fundraiser, we have raised over 
£300! Your purchased artwork will be framed and sent out with your child before the end of term.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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As we approach the end of their first full year at Uplands, Reception have had a fun-packed week 
where they have enjoyed the opportunity to explore the Trim Trail and showcase their magnificent 
balancing and climbing skills. It was lovely to see how far they have come with their physical 
development and how much resilience they have built since starting school and to see the pure joy 
on their faces as they confidently achieve their personal goals.  
 
Our focus story was, Tiddler by Julia Donaldson, which led to us comparing the seaside in the past 
with today. We watched some clips of people from one hundred years ago and had an interesting 
discussion about how visiting the seaside has changed, from the types of bathing costumes, 
changing machines and deckchairs to the entertainment.   
 
Throughout the week, the children had the opportunity to focus on their own learning and 
demonstrate what they have learnt this year. Some of the highlights included a wonderful 
conversation about plants and how they grow, after noticing the flowers on our bean and tomato 
plants, making camps and campfires, singing songs, and creating paper jewellery and props for their 
role play.   
 
In Maths and Phonics, the children chose some of their favourite games to play and practise their 
counting and reading skills.  
 
Finally, to end the week, the children brought in a cuddly toy and had a pyjama party. Lots of fun was 
had by all.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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As we near the summer holiday, we can really see how much our class have learnt and how much 
they have grown up. This week in English, we have written kenning poems about animals. A kenning 
is a two-word phrase used in place of a one-word noun. We said that our kennings were like clues 
about an animal. The second word in our kenning was formed using the 'er' suffix which helped us to 
practise some of the spelling rules learnt in Lockdown. Having written our poems, we took turns to 
read them aloud and tried to guess each other's animals. Can you guess which animals were 
described as a 'furry sleeper', 'fierce growler' or 'hay muncher'? 
 
In Maths, we have also revisited some Lockdown learning by practising telling the time on an 
analogue clock or watch. We have focused on o'clock and half past times. Telling the time is a skill 
that is extremely valuable to keep practising at home. 
 
In Science, we have thought again about the seasons. We discussed the weather and the amount of 
daylight in the summer. We remembered Mrs Brooker's video of trying to have a barbeque in the 
winter! Luckily, there is lots more sunlight now so even if this isn't the driest summer, we might be 
able to enjoy some evenings outside. Towards the end of the week, we went around the school 
grounds on a summer scavenger hunt and also enjoyed experiencing a touch of summer weather 
while playing in Squirrel Wood.  
 
In Design and Technology, we have finished sewing our pencil cases and evaluated our work 
against our design criteria. In Computing, we have finished creating digital storybooks and posted 
our work on a class display board within Purple Mash. Through this unit of work, we have been very 
busy learning new Computing skills. We have learnt to add backgrounds, copy and paste pages, add 
animation and sound effects and to retrieve and save our own files. The children can access their e-
books at home and may now wish to spend some time editing and improving their writing.  
 
We hope you have a wonderful weekend. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In PSHE and RHE this week, we learnt all about First Aid. The children learnt how to respond when 
faced with a variety of different First Aid situations, including somebody having an asthma attack or 
receiving a head injury, broken bone or burn. The children used role play to practise their First Aid 
skills and were particularly good at calming down and reassuring the person in need. We also learnt 
all about British Values and their importance in helping us to create a safe and fair society. We talked 
about what can happen when people don’t follow our British Values, such as the extremely unkind 
and unacceptable racism that was targeted at some of the England football players this week. The 
children know that we all have a responsibility to uphold our British Values to keep our country a safe 
place where people are happy, equal and free to live their lives according to the law. Following on 
from this, we considered the importance of the school behaviours that we strive to embody at 
Uplands. The children produced some fantastic dramas, showing their interpretations of what being 
kind, respectful, resilient, brave and motivated look like.  
 
In D&T, the children worked in groups to make their healthy, nutritious snacks. Whilst mixing the 
ingredients together, we discovered that it was going to be much trickier to bind the mixture into balls 
than we had anticipated. Several groups chose to mould their mixture into protein bars instead of 
protein balls which were equally delicious and a fantastic demonstration of the resilience and 
adaptability needed when designing and making your own product. After creating promotional 
posters for their protein snacks, each group gave an informational presentation describing the 
texture, flavour, appearance and nutritional value of their product. The children (and adults!) 
thoroughly enjoyed the taste testing stage and proudly took their protein snacks home in the 
packaging that they had designed.  
 
It’s been an absolute joy to teach Year 2 this year and we are so proud of all they have achieved, 
both at school and at home during lockdown. They have well and truly worked their socks off and we 
will miss teaching them very much. Thank you for all your support this year; we hope you all have a 
wonderful, safe summer! 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
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What have we been learning in Year 2? (cont.) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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This week, Year 3 utilised many of the writing devices they have learned this year to create their own 
Harry Potter based stories. They used fronted adverbials, prepositions, adverbs, adjectives, direct 
speech, and figurative language to communicate their stories. 
 
In Maths, we have explored the world of geometry, investigating angles, parallel and perpendicular 
lines, and 2D & 3D shape. The children turned themselves into different kinds of lines and sorted 3D 
shapes into different categories, depending on their features. 
 
In Computing, Year 3 continued their work in Scratch, both deconstructing algorithms and trying to 
create code to achieve a specific brief.  
 
In PE, the children celebrated the end of the Euros with a small house football tournament. They put 
a lot of effort in and worked hard for their team mates. The tournament finished with a game against 
the adults, in which the children fought valiantly!  
 
The children also completed their fantastic cranes. They have been tried and tested and have proven 
to be much sturdier than we thought they might be! 
 
Year 3 have been really enjoying their last full week together and are very excited to have a fantastic 
last few days. We’ll be weaving lots of fun learning in with some end of term activities, including 
finishing Harry Potter and The Hodgeheg, completing some long-awaited science experiments, and 
rounding off some interesting units of work.  
 
I have loved this year and am thrilled with the confidence, love of learning, and embodiment of the 
school behaviours that the children will be taking with them to Year 4. Thanks again to everyone at 
home who has supported the class throughout a very tricky year – it has all been hugely appreciated 
and the children have been fantastic. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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In English this week, the Year 4 pupils were putting the finishing touches to their children's picture 
books. It has been lovely to see the quality of writing and illustrations that have been produced and 
how much effort and thought the children have put into these. We have also continued to enjoy 
reading Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone and answering quiz questions about the story. 

In Maths, we split into small groups to tackle the tricky topic of time. Depending on what the pupils 
needed, we worked on telling the time on an analogue clock to the nearest quarter of an hour, five 
minutes or one minute. For some children who were already able to tell the time, they were 
challenged to investigate time zones around the world and to use Google Maps to plan an exciting 
road trip with a finite time limit. The children then came up with their own challenge: to find 
destinations of a target journey time away from Sandhurst. It was lovely to see the pupils so curious 
and engaged in their map reading and calculations.  

On Wednesday, the children did a Maths assessment which contained reasoning and problem 
solving questions. We were exceptionally proud of how well the children did and, even more 
importantly, how hard they all tried on each and every question. 

In History this week, we examined the Viking peace treaty that King Alfred made with Godrum. The 
children looked at the reasons it was created and the aspects of daily life that it covered. Some of the 
children decided which rules they would have if they had to write their own peace treaty. Later in the 
week, we asked and answered questions about Vikings and Anglo-Saxons and ended our lesson 
discussing whether the Viking invasion of Britain was beneficial or not. 

In our Science lessons, we completed our 'Human Impact' topic by looking at how 
housing developments can impact food chains and what the positive and negative impacts are. 
Some children had to present a news report and really got into character for it. We also 
completed our 'Our Changing World' topic by investigating flowers. We looked at similarities and 
differences, their role in the life cycle of a plant and created keys to identify flowers. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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We have finally finished filming the production. The children have worked extremely hard on this to 
make it the best it could be under the current circumstances. We hope you will enjoy it as much as 
we have enjoyed making it. 
 
Unfortunately, the end of the term comes with assessments. The children have put all their 
mathematical knowledge together and completed a final arithmetic and reasoning and problem 
solving paper. We are extremely proud of their results. 
 
In Science, we looked at puberty in boys and the changes that take place. We discussed some of the 
physical changes involved and the importance of personal hygiene and staying clean. The children 
annotated an outline of a boy and identified the main physical changes that occur during puberty, 
using correct vocabulary. They included any useful advice including personal hygiene. 
 
In Design and Technology, the children finished off the unit by evaluating their lighthouses. We 
started off by discussing the importance of evaluating work. The children then moved onto their 
evaluation -  referring back to their design brief thinking about successes, problems and limitations. 
 
In RE, we started off discussing the term commitment. We completed a debate on whether it is okay 
to tell lies. The children discussed different scenarios and when it might be okay to tell a white lie, for 
example, to protect somebody.  
 
Mrs McCann and I are extremely sad the year has come to an end. We have thoroughly enjoyed 
teaching your children this year and we wish them all the best in Year 6. We hope you have an 
enjoyable summer holiday.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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It doesn't seem possible that this is the final full week of term! The children have been quite 
emotional this week, but we have finished on a high after a superb afternoon out at Horseshoe Lake! 
We will have some pictures to share for next week's newsletter.  

During the week, we managed to finish off filming Mary Poppins and hopefully, it will be edited and 
ready to send to parents/carers before the end of term. We are really proud of all of the children and 
once again, thank you for providing such brilliant costumes.  

On Thursday afternoon, Year 5 and Year 6 shared a final PE lesson and a sneaky ice cream treat! 
The children were given the opportunity to take part in a variety of activities (tennis, football and field 
events) before a final chance to improve their time on the cross-country run. We have also spent 
time reflecting on our journey through Uplands Primary School and Nursery and talking about 
transition into secondary education.  

From us all in Year 6, we hope you have a fantastic summer holiday. It has been a real privilege to 
teach your children again - we've worked out we have almost 11 years of experience with this 
class between the four of us - we will thoroughly miss them next year.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Year 6 and Year 5: Mary Poppins! 
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Year 6 and Year 5: Mary Poppins! 
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Community Learning launch their summer school 
programme 

 
Snap up some super summer school courses for adults this August 
Bracknell Forest Adult and Community Learning is excited to launch a range of courses and 
workshops for adults this August ahead of its full programme starting in the autumn.  
 
Courses are available from the first week of August and include courses to promote wellbeing. 
Healthy eating, mindfulness, calming calligraphy and stress-busting watercolour painting feature, in 
addition to courses which provide a boost to self-confidence and communication skills. 
 
With a focus on work skills and wellbeing as we move into the autumn term, short, summer school 
sessions will include goalsetting, getting motivated, interview techniques and CVs and provide a 
great starting point for those job seeking or changing career. 
 
Courses are held online or at Bracknell Open Learning Centre and measures are in place to make 
sure that learners can meet safely. To enrol on the new courses, and to find out more, visit 
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-learning or call 01344 354220.  

COVID-19 updates 
 
Our risk assessment and other documents relating to COVID-19 (including our Operating Plan) can 
be located on our website by clicking here and scrolling down. If you have any questions or 
comments, please do not hesitate to contact office@uplandsberkshire.org. We are still requesting 
parents/carers to wear a covering on site (unless medically exempt), and we thank everyone in 
advance for supporting us in this matter. 
 
Currently, the key message for our area from government and health professionals is to keep as 
many of the plans in place as possible: more measures to support the reduction of contact between 
people means less risk, so this is something we will always keep in mind, as well as the wellbeing of 
staff, pupils and families, and the best interests and practice of the school/nursery from an academic 
perspective. 
 
Thank you all for continuing to adhere to the guidance and help mitigate risk.  
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
I watched the Prime Minister’s briefing this week, and thought that Professor Chris Whitty’s 
comments on when to wear a face mask/covering were particularly pertinent. Professor Whitty said 
the times he would wear a face covering/mask were: 

1. In any situation that was indoors and crowded, or indoors with close proximity to other people. 
He said this was because masks protect other people. 

2. If required to wear a mask by any competent authority. 
3. If someone else is uncomfortable with him not wearing a mask. Common courtesy would then 

mean putting on a face covering, he said.  
 
This seems sensible and pragmatic advice for us all, as we head towards the end of term and the 
summer break. 
 
Mr Sherwood 
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