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Summer Term: Issue 10 02 July 2021 

Dogs on site 
 
We are pleased to remind parents/carers that we now have an area where parents/carers can tie up 
dogs when they drop off or pick up children. This is located to the left of the main green gate on the 
Albion Road entrance, and is an inset part of the wooden fence where dogs can remain off the path 
and away from other families and children. Please note that Uplands takes no responsibility for the 
security or safety of any animal on site, and animals tethered in this area (and their actions) are the 
owner’s responsibility. Also, if you tie your dog up, please clear up after them. Please also note that 
dogs are not allowed on site, either on a lead or being carried. 

Well done, Pearl and Kenny 
 
A nursery parent called the school to praise two of our Year 6 pupils this week, after her daughter fell 
over on the pavement outside of school and Pearl and Kenny (Year 6) stopped to check the nursery 
pupil was ok and offer support. We are grateful to the parent for taking the time to let us know of this 
kind citizenship, and Mr Sherwood visited the Year 6 class to personally thank the pupils. This type of 
attitude to others is just what we aim to instil in our pupils, and we’re very proud of Pearl and Kenny. 

Bag2School collection 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Bag2School collection on Monday 28 June. When we 
have the total amount raised, we will let families know. 

Advertising with Uplands 
 
With regular footfall of approximately 450 staff, pupils and adults per day on the premises and a wide 
audience who read our weekly newsletter, we have an important audience to promote local 
businesses, wider opportunities and events. If any family member or member of the public reading 
this newsletter works for a company that is looking to advertise, we are offering wall space and 
electronic space at Uplands to promote companies.  
 
To find out more and discuss the advertising options that for your company, contact us now by 
emailing marketing@uplandsberkshire.org or calling 01252 873069. 

Pupils playing on site before/after school 
 
We would like to remind parents/carers that children of any age should not ride scooters, bikes, trikes 
etc. on the school grounds before or after school, for the health and safety of all those on site. Thank 
you in advance for your support in this matter. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:marketing@uplandsberkshire.org
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay system, which 
is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or 
cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please continue to order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with 
each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tues/Wed 06/07 July   Sports Day: YN 06 July (am); EYFS, KS1 and KS2 07 July 

Tuesday 06 July   Y1/2 trip to British Wildlife Centre (letter sent) 

Thursday 08 July   Y6 Science workshop 

Friday 16 July   Y6 Horseshoe Lake event 

Tuesday 20 July   Nursery leavers’ party 

     

     

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2021—2022 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

Wed 01.09.2021 Mon 01.11.2021 Tue 04.01.2022 Mon 21.02.2022 Fri 27.05.2022 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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The adventures of Herbie and Chive (and friends…) 
 
Many children in the school have been asking for updates, so we have another installation of the 
adventures of Herbie and Chive! Herbie and Chive moved into their new outside home last weekend, 
now that they are big enough to be outside safely. They are loving the coop (which Mr Sherwood 
designed and built!) and their outside space.  
 
Herbie and Chive will soon have some new friends staying with them, and the latest batch of chicks 
have hatched! Mrs Sherwood has had the eggs incubating at the care home she manages, and 4 of 
the 7 eggs hatched this week! Basil, Sage, Dill and Clove will stay with Mrs Sherwood at the care 
home but will soon join Herbie and Chive at home. Below are also some photos of what the new 
chicks will grow up to look like! 

Exchequer Leghorn    Cream Legbar            Pavlov   Marsbar 
Clove      Basil       Dill    Sage 

Sage        Dill             Basil        Clove 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the 
roads. We really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a 
sensible place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like. Thank 
you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Community Learning launch their summer school 
programme 

 
Snap up some super summer school courses for adults this August 
Bracknell Forest Adult and Community Learning is excited to launch a range of courses and 
workshops for adults this August ahead of its full programme starting in the autumn.  
 
Courses are available from the first week of August and include courses to promote wellbeing. 
Healthy eating, mindfulness, calming calligraphy and stress-busting watercolour painting feature, in 
addition to courses which provide a boost to self-confidence and communication skills. 
 
With a focus on work skills and wellbeing as we move into the autumn term, short, summer school 
sessions will include goalsetting, getting motivated, interview techniques and CVs and provide a 
great starting point for those job seeking or changing career. 
 
Courses are held online or at Bracknell Open Learning Centre and measures are in place to make 
sure that learners can meet safely. To enrol on the new courses, and to find out more, visit 
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-learning or call 01344 354220.  

COVID-19 updates 
 
Our risk assessment and other documents relating to COVID-19 (including our Operating Plan) can 
be located on our website by clicking here and scrolling down. If you have any questions or 
comments, please do not hesitate to contact office@uplandsberkshire.org. We are still requesting 
parents/carers to wear a covering on site (unless medically exempt), and we thank everyone in 
advance for supporting us in this matter. 
 
Currently, the key message for our area from government and health professionals is to keep as 
many of the plans in place as possible: more measures to support the reduction of contact between 
people means less risk, so this is something we will always keep in mind, as well as the wellbeing of 
staff, pupils and families, and the best interests and practice of the school/nursery from an academic 
perspective. 
 
Thank you all for continuing to adhere to the guidance and help mitigate risk. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MjIuNDIyMzQ3MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJyYWNrbmVsbC1mb3Jlc3QuZ292LnVrL2NvbW11bml0eS1sZWFybmluZz9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmc291cmNlPUdvdkRlbGl2
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/covid-19/
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This week in Nursery, we celebrated International Mud Day! The children had the most amazing time 
freely exploring and playing in the mud. They enjoyed feeling it through their fingers and toes, 
squelching and jumping, as well as making muddy footprint paintings.  Mud has been proven to help 
relax, soothe and calm, and the children can certainly vouch for that! Many of the children said it was 
“The best day ever!”. 
 
This week in PE, the children had a chance to practise all their activities for Sports Day next week! 
They had a go at running races, speed bounce, goal scoring and target throwing. They all tried really 
hard, and we saw lots of competitive spirit coming through, especially with the running races on the 
field! We are really looking forward to seeing them in action during Sports Day next week!  
 
The children have been busy creating artwork inspired by different artists, which we are collating 
together in a catalogue to share with you. The children’s paintings will be available to purchase, to 
help us raise money for Nursery. Any money raised will be put towards enhancing the provision for 
our children in Nursery and further up the school. We plan to continue to build on the Curiosity 
Approach inspired changes we have already made. Further details will follow next week.  
 
During our carpet learning this week, we learnt a new sound “ff”. This was a bit ticker than our other 
sounds, but the children tired really hard to hear the sound in the middle and at the end of words. We 
played a fun game of musical chairs to consolidate the children’s learning on hearing initial sounds in 
words. When the music stopped, they stopped dancing and ran to the chair with the right sound 
object! Next week, we will learn a new sound “l”, and continue to recap previously learnt sounds.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception listened to the story of Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis. The story is about how 
some children go for a walk in Bluebell Wood, find a Bog Baby and take him home. In Literacy, the 
children enjoyed designing and drawing their own Bog Baby, thinking about what they would do with 
it. They then wrote fantastic sentences about their Bog Baby, concentrating hard on applying their 
phonic knowledge to spell as well as forming their letters correctly. Well done Reception, we're super 
proud of the effort you have put into your writing. In Finger Gym, the children enjoyed creating 
playdough Bog Babies, threading beads to make a friendship bracelet for their Bog baby, cutting out 
and sharing food between lunch boxes for themselves and the Bog Baby, and practising forming the 
zig-zag letters v, x, y, and z. 
 
On Monday during child-initiated learning time, the children enjoyed using the squeezy paints and 
tuff tray to mix colours and then later in the week, applied what they had learnt using the water paints 
to make paintings of the Bluebell Wood where Bog Baby lives. Other learning opportunities included 
creating towers and machines out of the construction equipment, tracks out of guttering and using 
the sand, water and mud to investigate the slowing down the flow of water from different angles. 
 
In PE, the children listened carefully to Mr Archer and completed a practice run of the races they will 
compete in for our Sports Day next Wednesday. Mr. Archer was impressed with their speed! 
 
During Maths lessons, the children have revised odd and even numbers and practised applying their 
number bonds to create simple addition and subtraction stories.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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First thing each morning, we have been busy writing in response to a picture on the board. These 
pictures have included a child blowing out birthday candles, a pig in welly boots and a family at the 
beach. Having studied the picture, the children have written sentences to say one thing they can see, 
one thing they wonder and one thing they can infer. The children are excellent at getting busy with 
this task while we take our register, order lunches and sort out any other morning business. Having 
got organised for our day, we enjoy sharing a few of our ideas.  
 
After our morning write, we have a quick phonics lesson or handwriting practice. This week, we have 
been revising all the 'Cool Blue' graphemes including oo, ew, u-e and ue. We have also practised 
diagonal joins in handwriting. A few children are still using capital letters in the middle of words or 
sentences. If you are writing at home, please do encourage your child to use a mix of upper and 
lowercase letters and not to print in block capitals.  
 
In English, we shared an animated story entitled 'The Caterpillar's Shoes'. We started by talking 
about how the characters in this story might feel and have noticed a real improvement in the variety 
of language that the children are using. After this, we used our story as a starting point for our own 
creative writing. Once again, we worked on our punctuation including capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and exclamation marks. 
 
In Maths, we have been learning to recognise coins and notes from the UK. Year 1 have been great 
at calculating total values of coins by skip counting in 10s, 5s or 2s as appropriate. They have also 
found lots of different ways to make 20p using different coins. Year 1 have really impressed us with 
their confidence working with money. Maybe we have a few financial wizards in the class! 
 
In Computing, we continued our topic on creating, manipulating, saving and retrieving digital work. 
We used Purple Mash 2Create and learnt how to add sound to our digital stories which was noisy 
but fun! 
 
In our afternoons, we have also enjoyed getting back into Science through the topic of animal diets. 
We studied a selection of 'tasty' offerings including worms, slugs, leaves, berries and grass and tried 
to decide whose food it could be. We had quite a lengthy discussion about our experiences of 
squirrels eating bird food! Finally, we started to learn the vocabulary herbivore, omnivore and 
carnivore. I wonder if you can think of animals to match each category at home? 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in Design and Technology, the year 2 classroom transformed into a restaurant, with the 
children trying the delicacies available on our tasting menu! They considered the importance of the 
texture, flavour and presentation of food and explored the nutritional content of a variety of snacks. 
The children worked in groups to design their own protein balls, choosing appropriate ingredients, 
considering both flavour and nutritional value. After analysing the packaging of popular healthy 
snacks, the children used Purple Mash to draw and label the packaging for their protein balls. Finally, 
the children created adverts to promote their new healthy snacks and are looking forward to making 
and tasting their inventions next week.  
 
In Geography, we considered the reasons for the location of India’s major ports and described their 
relation to New Delhi using geographical language. The children also created their own maps of 
India, highlighting the main religions practised in each district and constructing a key with symbols to 
represent the capital city, other cities, rivers and ports. Throughout this unit, the children have 
enjoyed comparing India to the UK, drawing similarities and differences between modes of transport, 
religion, trade and climate. Many of the children had seen statues of the Buddha before and were 
particularly intrigued to find out the meaning and importance of these for Buddhists.  
 
In Computing, the children had a go at recreating some of William Morris’ repeating patterns on 
Purple Mash. After experimenting with the different rotational effects, the children got to create their 
own patterns. To finish off our Creating Pictures unit, the children made stamps on the eCollage 
template and used these to produce some very creative and imaginative pieces of surrealist art.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Year 3 have used fronted adverbials, metaphors and similes to great effect in some 
descriptions of Albus Dumbledore. They used a variety of visual stimuli to influence their writing and 
shared some of their fantastic ideas and sentences with the class.  
 
In Maths, we have continued our investigation into telling the time. The class have explored the 24-
hour clock, converting time from analogue to digital and back. They have also started to think about 
how to calculate duration. 
 
In Computing, Year 3 took the leap and started learning how to use Scratch. They took their logical 
thinking and knowledge of algorithms from FMS Logo and applied it brilliantly here. Throughout the 
lesson, we saw very functional shape creation, algorithms working together, and even cats dancing! 
 
In RE, we had a great class discussion about the importance of the River Ganges to Hindus. We 
talked about the importance of pilgrimages and some of the ways a visit to the River Ganges can 
influence their lives. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, Year 3 talked about the positives and negatives that come with internet use. We 
asked why some apps or websites are age restricted and why this might be the case.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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What an amazing week we have had in Year 4 this week! Our children have each been assigned a 
'buddy' who will be joining the school in our Reception class in September. Mrs Paget came into our 
class on Monday to remind the children what it is like to be in Reception, which led to some very 
excitable and nostalgic reminiscences! After this, the children wrote draft letters to their buddy  
before editing and improving these and then presenting them beautifully. These will be posted out to 
our new Reception children and we hope will make them feel very welcome and excited to start their 
own Uplands journey. 
 
In Maths, we learned about the different types of triangle and the features of each and added this 
information to our shapes books. The children also continued to work on their arithmetic skills. 
 
On Thursday, we had our amazing 'Uplands Court' day! During the day, our children dressed as 
Anglo Saxons and got to experience lots of fascinating activities in our Anglo Saxon 'village', such as 
candle making, weaving, pottery and even being a Saxon soldier. In the afternoon, the children 
became archaeologists and conducted a dig to find historical artefacts and discuss these. The 
children were beautifully behaved and had such a fun time being Anglo Saxons. Later on, it was time 
to change into our home clothes and have the next part of our day, which consisted of lots of fun 
games and activities on the field. We also had yummy hot dogs and marshmallows around our 
campfire and even had a disco!  
 
In Computing this week, the children learned how to use stop motion animation. In our next lesson, 
we are hoping to put these skills into practice to create our own stop motion animations. It has been 
lovely to hear that so many of the children have been using different programs to create their own 
animations at home. 
 
In Science, we carried out our litter survey. The children should all be able to tell you where we found 
the most litter and share their ideas with you about how we can encourage others not to drop litter. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? (cont.) 
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This week, we have got into full swing with production rehearsals. The children have been singing 
beautifully and those children who have a small part have acted brilliantly - they certainly have taken 
to their roles! We can’t wait to put it all together and film it for you to see at home. 
 
In English, the children have been set a little project to end the year. They have chosen an animal 
and been given some of the different writing genres that we have covered this year to inspire their 
own writing. Over the next couple of weeks, the children will choose genres that they would like to 
write based on their chosen animal.   
 
In Maths, we started with our new topic on area and perimeter. The children understand perimeter 
and how to measure it. The children started off with basic rectangles before we moved onto 
rectilinear shapes. The children worked accurately with their rulers to ensure they measured the 
correct perimeter. We then moved onto calculating perimeters with given lengths. The children put 
their previous knowledge into practice and were able to calculate perimeter with missing lengths. 
Following perimeter, we looked at area and how to calculate it. The children learnt the formula for 
area and used this when completing the independent activity 
 
In Science, we have been looking at the life cycles of different animals. This week, the children 
focused on insects and amphibians. They compared the life cycles of a frog and a hedgehog and 
highlighted the differences and similarities. We also discussed the metamorphosis that takes place 
during the life cycle of an insect. The children then chose one animal to focus on and produced a 
detailed poster describing their life cycle.   
 
In Design and Technology, we continued discussing lighthouses and how we would create the best 
functioning lighthouse. The children wrote a design criteria for their lighthouse, thinking about the 
tools and resources they will need to create their design. They then moved onto drawing a sketch of 
their lighthouse design, labelling the resources they will use to create it.  
 
In Geography, we continued discussing biomes and what biome Rio de Janeiro is. We then moved 
on to identifying areas of land use on a map of Rio using symbols and a key. We discussed favelas 
and how they are different to anything we would imagine seeing in the UK. The children located the 
favelas on a map and compared their location to wealthier areas of Rio.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It hardly seems possible that we are entering our final few weeks of the year and for Year 6, their 
final few weeks at Uplands! This time of the year is always slightly frenetic, but we have still 
managed to fit some work into our week, alongside all of the singing, rehearsing and set building.   
 
As part of our Design and Technology, groups of children have designed, pitched (and some have 
now cooked) for a designated adult. This week Mrs Bull, Mrs Jarvis, Mr Archer and Mr Sherwood 
were lucky enough to have a hot lunch prepared for them. I have to say, the standard of cooking has 
been very high, and the adults have been thoroughly impressed by the meal. We will continue to do 
this until all groups have cooked their meal – now to maintain the standards set by this week’s 
chefs!   
 
The children finished planning and then wrote their prequel to ‘Wing’, in English this week. We also 
spent lots of time reading – independently, as a class and in our reading groups – to try and finish off 
some of the books we have started. We are trying to encourage the children to keep reading 
regularly at home in preparation for secondary school.   
 
We have spent our Maths lessons recapping area and perimeter, something the children identified 
that they felt less confident in. We plan to revisit different mathematical areas over the next few 
weeks so that the children can keep tricky concepts fresh in their minds.    
 
During our PE lesson, we made our final preparations for Sports Day next week. After a warm-up 
activity, we took times to practise each individual event and then finished off with an opportunity to 
practise the cross-country run.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? (cont.) 
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Poster competition 
 
The Public Protection Partnership is a shared service that covers West Berkshire, Wokingham and 
Bracknell Forest. Within the service, we have two Animal Wardens whose roles include: picking up 
stray or lost dogs, giving advice to dog owners and dealing with issues around dog fouling. 
  
Members of the public can report problems with dog fouling online using the following link: 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/dogfouling 
  
The reports received indicate that there can be problems with people not picking up after their dogs, 
especially on footpaths used by children to walk to school and around play parks. 
We want to encourage all dog walkers to be responsible and to pick up after their dogs to ensure 
children can safely walk to school or play in the park without risking stepping in dog poo. 
  
We are running a competition inviting pupils to create a new, eye catching poster that can be 
put up near schools and play parks reminding dog owners to pick up their dogs’ poo! 
  

 The winning poster will be made into laminated posters and lamppost stickers to go up and 
around schools and play parks in your area. 

 There will be prizes for the top three posters we receive and we will send in certificates to all 
pupils who enter the competition. 

 We suggest that the posters are done in portrait and coloured in with felt tip pen as they will 
print better when made into posters. 

 
Please send all posters to PPPcomms@westberks.gov.uk by the 1

st
 August. 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us by email or on 01635 519702; or for 
further information on our service, please see the link to our website in the footer below.  
  
We look forward to receiving all of your entries! 
  
The Animal Warden Team 
Public Protection Partnership 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Parent/carer survey from Frimley CCG 
 
We have been asked to send out the following information on behalf of partners in East Berks / 
Frimley Clinical Commissioning Group. The CAMHS Local Transformation Plan Refresh is aimed at 
parents/carers and the Frimley CCG are looking to get a wider and more detailed response pool.  

 
To help inform the CAMHS Local transformation plan refresh, we’d like to hear from 
parents and carers. 
 
The aim of the 5 to 10 minute survey is to understand how parent/carers: 

 currently try and find information about mental health, autism and ADHD services for 
their children and whether this needs to change 

 to find out parents’ and their child's views on how helpful these services were if they 
used them. 

 
Parents/carers can access the survey below: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CCGparentcarer 
 
The survey is now live and we would respectfully ask for parents/carers to complete the 
survey by Friday 09 July.  

Accessing support for Early Help 

Early help services 
 
Family information service 
 
SEND information, advice and  
support service 

Early help services 
 
Family information service 
 
SEND information, advice and  
support service 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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