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Summer Term: Issue 08 18 June 2021 

Face coverings / masks 
 
Quite unbelievably, some family members are still not wearing a face covering or mask on site when 
they are not medically exempt. Please respect our staff, your child, other children and other family 
members by wearing your face covering or mask when on site. 
 
Whilst you are queuing with your child/ren at drop off or pick up times, or walking around the 
premises, there is the possibility of increased risk, so we are continuing to request that face 
coverings/masks are worn on site.  

UFC Break the Rules Day 
Friday 25th June 2021 

 
For our Break the Rules Day on Friday 25 June, even the school kitchen are joining in! 
 
Instead of Friday’s usual menu, we will be offering hot dogs, fries and jelly and ice cream. You can 
order your child’s school lunch the usual way through Scopay. If you have already ordered lunch for 
your child, please check to see that the menu options that are available for that day are suitable for 
your child. 
 
Scopay is now open for your donations for the day and is named ‘SUM21 E Break the Rules Day’. 
There is a zero balance on the account, so you will be able to donate the amount of your choice by 
making an overpayment. We thank you in advance for your donations. 
 
It looks like it’s going to be a fun day, so start planning your crazy outfits and accessories now! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the 
roads. We really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a 
sensible place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like. Thank 
you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

UFC Break the Rules Day 
Friday 25th June 2021 

 
For one day and one day only, the children of Uplands Primary School and Nursery are being set a 
challenge by Uplands Fundraising Community. The challenge? To break as many of the rules shown 
below as possible!  
 
School rules to be broken: 

 Correct school uniform to be worn at all times 

 No extreme hair colours or hairstyles 

 No make-up or nail varnish 

 No temporary tattoos 

 No treats in lunchboxes 
 
We really want to see the most outrageous hairstyles and hair colourings, the craziest outfit 
combinations, whether its fancy dress or home clothes, not to mention tattoos and painted faces. The 
sky’s the limit! 
 
But wait, that’s not the end of the challenge!   
 
The teachers also have their own list of class rules for the children to break and these will be 
revealed on the day itself. And to add to the fun even further, the children will be able to choose from 
a range of rules for their teachers to break too!  
 
Even the UFC are getting involved! We will sneak chocolate into the classrooms, and children can 
have a sneaky snack during lesson time! 
 
So, depending on how rebellious they are, each child can choose to break as many or as few of the 
rules as they like. All the UFC ask in return is that they make a monetary donation for breaking the 
rules and taking part in the challenge.  
 
Donation buckets will be located at both the front and back gates at morning drop-off and afternoon 
pick-up. Donations can also be made online via Scopay (under ‘SUM21 E Break the rules day’). 
Please encourage your child/ren to take part in this fun event which we hope will help raise valuable 
funds for the school. 
 
To finish the day, after school, there will be a cash only Tuck Shop running from the Gazebo in the 
school playground with all bags of sweets priced at 50p per bag. Please note these will be available 
on a first-come first-served basis. 
 
We will include some photographs of the challenge in a future newsletter together with details on the 
actual amount of funds raised. Many thanks in advance for your support. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay system, which 
is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or 
cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please continue to order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with 
each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Wednesday 23 June   Year 6 Class Photographs 

Friday 25 June   UFC ‘Break the Rules’ day 

Wednesday  30 June   Year N to Year 5 Class Photographs 

Thursday 01 July   Y4 History Off The Page day (letter sent) 

Tues/Wed 06/07 July   Sports Day: YN 06 July (am); EYFS, KS1 and KS2 07 July (details to follow) 

     

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2021—2022 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

Wed 01.09.2021 Mon 01.11.2021 Tue 04.01.2022 Mon 21.02.2022 Fri 27.05.2022 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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Reading support for families 
 
Over the last few weeks, we have shared some tips and advice to help families with reading at 
home. As reading is a focus for us as part of our School Development Plan, we are keen to work with 
families to support positive reading at home. Please reach out if you need anything by contacting 
office@uplandsberkshire.org.  
 
We have also put links to the previous weeks’ information online, which can be viewed on our 
website in the ‘Bookfest—a celebration of reading’ section: 

 Reading at home tips 

 Reading records—why are they useful? 

Bag2School collection 
Monday 28 June 

 
We are pleased to announce that Uplands Primary School and Nursery has organised a clothes & 
shoe collection with Bag2School in order to raise funds on Monday 28

th
 June. 

 
Bag2School is the UK’s leading textile recycler and fundraiser working with schools and 
since its inception in 2001 it has now paid out over £36 million. 
 
As well as raising vitally needed funds for Uplands Primary School and Nursery, it also helps the 
environment by helping to divert unwanted textiles away from landfill. A recent DEFRA report has 
shown that textile collection schemes are helping to reduce the volume of textiles discarded as 
municipal solid waste. However, it is a fact that as a nation, we still send 350,000 tonnes of textiles to 
landfill every year.  
 
By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your 
cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the bag provided – this can include 
adults’ and children’s clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, handbags and soft toys, 
(please refer to http://uk.bag2school.com/ for full details). In addition to raising much needed funds, it 
will also raise awareness amongst the children of the benefits of recycling and reuse. 
 
If you fill the donation bag (or bags!) and still have more, then you can use any other bag to donate 
your items, and don’t forget to ask grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a sort out as well!  
 
 
Many thanks indeed for helping us with this unique fundraising opportunity. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/curriculum/bookfest/
https://629dppoezc36h2p7kdniq1ak-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Reading-at-home-tips-and-hints.pdf
https://629dppoezc36h2p7kdniq1ak-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Reading-records-why-are-they-useful.pdf
http://uk.bag2school.com/
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This week in Nursery, our main focus has been Father’s Day. The children have worked very hard 
creating wonderful cards for the occasion. We provided different objects for inspiration, then gave the 
children free reign to design their own pictures. The children gave their artwork a title, by describing 
what their drawing was about, which was then placed on each card. We hope that you love their 
creations as much as we do!  
 
In Outdoor Adventures this week, the children enjoyed making their own toast on the fire. After a 
safety discussion, the children placed their bread on the wired rack and with help, turned it to cook it 
on each side. They then picked their own topping and spread it on their toast independently. The 
children loved being given this responsibility and enjoyed having their toast around the fire. 
 
In PE, the children learnt how to play tennis. After a warm up game, the children worked in pairs to 
pass a beanbag back and forth to each other using their tennis rackets. It was quite tricky, and the 
children had to really concentrate and use their hand eye coordination skills in order to be 
successful.  
 
During our carpet learning, the children did a fantastic job with our new sound “b”. They enjoyed a 
treasure hunt in the garden, and found many different objects beginning with the sound, such as 
bark, ball, bat, bottle, boot and basket. Next week, we will look at a new sound “f”. We will continue 
to work on alliteration and begin to think about using our voices to make different sounds  
 
Nursery are taking part in Break the Rules Day next Friday. For us, this will mean the children 
coming into Nursery in mismatched clothes, and perhaps with crazy hair, painted nails and a treat for 
pudding in their lunch boxes. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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During the early part of this week, Reception embraced the good weather by enjoying lots of water 
play, they made islands out of Duplo, created fishing rods out of Meccano, and used them to catch 
fish and ducks, and also tested out different materials to make bubble wands. They were intrigued 
that the shape of the bubble is always spherical despite the shape of the wand. In the outside 
garden, the children helped Mrs. Butler replant our beans, tomatoes, and other vegetables and hope 
that they produce a good harvest later in the summer.   
 
As many of the children are showing an interest in football, either by attending football clubs or 
watching the Euros, we decided to use football as the stimulus for this week’s writing activity, this 
involved the children watching a clip from Bedknobs of Broomsticks of the soccer match. The clip 
inspired the children and they enjoyed drawing their own football pictures and writing a sentence 
about them.  
 
Football also featured in our Finger Gym activities, where the children enjoyed playing finger football, 
something which caused much excitement and laughter.  
  
In Maths lessons, the children were introduced to the early stages of division by practically sharing 
objects into equal groups and comparing whether objects had been shared fairly or not and 
explaining their reasoning.  
 
This week’s phonics lessons have continued to focus on four phoneme words with a mixture of 
CCVC and CVCC words, such as gift and crib.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, we have continued our topic on non-fiction reading and writing. We used the 
notes we made last week about Australian animals to write our own Australian animal quizzes. We 
focused on using a question mark at the end of our quiz questions and a full stop at the end of each 
answer. Obviously, we also tried to use capital letters accurately.  
 
In Maths, we have explored place value to 100. Place value is the concept that a digit's place in a 
number decides its value so the 2 in 20 has a different value than in 12. We have used a variety of 
resources and pictures to model this. We have also encouraged the children to read Maths questions 
carefully and to work out independently what it is they are being asked to do. 
 
In PE, we enjoyed a sunny afternoon refining our tennis skills and learning about backhand and 
forehand strokes. 
 
In Computing, we have started a new topic on creating, manipulating, saving and retrieving digital 
work. We are using Purple Mash 2-Create. Your children are also able to access and use Purple 
Mash at home. 
 
Linking to Science learning, we were able to observe the new vegetable plants by the school 
greenhouse. These plants have kindly been donated by Harrison Catering, our catering company. 
Our own seedlings are also outside the greenhouse so that they can be watered at the same time as 
the veggies. We are always excited to observe how our plants are changing over time and to make 
predictions about what might happen next. 
 
In Geography, we have continued learning about Australia. We have discovered more about 
Australian landmarks and compared the weather in Australia to that in the UK.  
 
This week in school, we have experienced a real mix of British weather. We find that the children are 
happier and healthier when they are able to enjoy being outside and so we have really appreciated 
that most children had sunhats at the start of the week and raincoats towards the end! 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In English this week, we started a new unit all about Activism. We began by reading Malala’s Magic 
Pencil and considered the reasons why Malala Yousafzai became an activist for children’s 
educational rights. The children were really inspired by Malala’s story and described her as powerful, 
courageous, resilient and determined. Then, the children spent time watching and analysing public 
speeches, identifying the persuasive language features and structural components that make them 
effective. The children know that a good speech starts with a hook to captivate the audience and 
finishes with a memorable ending that will leave the audience in deep thought.  
 
In Maths, we have been recapping and revising our previous learning. We have covered a range of 
topics including place value, number bonds, addition and subtraction. It’s been a busy week!  
 
This week in Computing, the children used the 2Paint A Picture tool on Purple Mash to create their 
own impressionist-style piece of art.  
 
In Geography, we have been learning about the weather and climate in India. The children 
considered the impact of the monsoon season on trade and the transportation of goods.  
 
In PSHE and RHE this week, the children created their own Public Service Announcements. They 
were advising people on how to stay safe in a variety of situations, including in water, around fire, in 
a kitchen, on a road, in the sun, around strangers and on the internet. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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To kick off this week, Year 3 embarked upon a ‘little forest adventure’, enjoying the wilds of Eversley. 
The children worked together in teams in the morning, building rainproof dens to protect from an 
incoming storm. Even though there was some fantastic construction, the highly directional storm 
managed to breach all of the dens, getting all the adventurors a little bit wet. The afternoon consisted 
of some exploration time, using all the resources available to them. The children have been working 
incredibly hard and really enjoyed the chance to spend some time outside of the classroom, 
engaging with nature with their friends. 
 
In English, we have worked on some variation in our sentence structures, focusing on fronted 
adverbials. The children have been thinking creatively, adding information on ‘where’, ‘when’, and 
‘how’ something has happened. To really add some interest, we also included similes in our fronted 
adverbials. 
 
In Maths, we have continued our work on time, moving on to recognise 5 minute increments on the 
clock. We also discussed how many days there are in each month and have practiced the handy 
rhyme to remember them! 
 
We continued our research into the design and operation of effective cranes in Design and 
Technology. We labelled winding mechanisms, used our bodies to to discover the need for a sturdy 
base, and discussed some other key features we might see in a crane. 
 
In Computing, we continued our work on algorithms, creating shapes in FMSlogo with dotted lines.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In English this week, we learned about the fate of the unfortunate Lady Jane Grey and her nine-day 
reign as Queen. The children wrote pieces describing Jane's imprisonment in the Tower of London 
and used fronted adverbials to add detail to these. After this, we discovered more about Mary I, or 
'Bloody Mary' as she was sometimes known. The pupils worked together to create exciting and vivid 
noun phrases to describe a chilling encounter with Mary. The children then wrote these up in 
paragraphs, focusing on getting lots of description and precise, authentic detail into their writing. We 
were so impressed with their efforts and Mrs Mileman said they were some of the best pieces of 
children's writing she had ever seen! Inspired by this fantastic work and the children's enthusiasm for 
the topic, we decided to have a go at painting some Tudor portraits.  
 
In Maths, the children continued to look at statistics by reading and interpreting line graphs. We then 
began a new unit on angles and learned the names of acute, right, obtuse and reflex angles. The 
children began estimating the number of degrees in an angle and we will continue to build on this 
next year. 
 
At the beginning of the week, we completed our Science 'In a state' topic by thinking about where 
rain comes from. To help our understanding of the water cycle, we watched hot water in a bowl 
condense on the bottom of a plate which was cooled by ice. The children then drew their own 
annotated diagrams to explain where rain comes from. 
 
In Computing, the children all explored moviesoup - animation software. They discovered how the 
program works ready to create their own animation next week. In Art and Design, we revisited the 
sculptures of the human form from last week and discussed any similarities and differences we could 
see between them. We discussed the materials they are made from, how old they are, which 
countries they are in, their size and what they are sculptures of. For History this week, we completed 
a reading comprehension about Viking raids and why they came to settle in Britain. In PSHE and 
RHE, the children thought about when they might want to speak to someone about their health and 
who they could talk to. In RE, we continued our Christianity topic by thinking about when people go 
to church, what you might see in a church and why Christians go to church. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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On Thursday, we were lucky enough to have Steve Welland from iRed visit. Steve bought with him a 
number of thermal imaging cameras to show us how this technology is used in the real world. We 
learnt that our surface skin temperature is a constant 34 degrees. We discussed how this may be 
beneficial in the world of medicine to detect certain illnesses. We also thought about how thermal 
imaging is used to help find criminals. In this situation, the cameras would be attached to a drone 
which would mean the police could cover a wider area so the police could identify the suspect. We 
found the best place to hide would be behind something made of paper as the camera cannot see 
through this. The worst place would be behind a black bin bag or a balloon. This is because the 
fibres of paper are closely knitted together and block the thermal radiation. Whereas, if you looked at 
a balloon/bin bag under a microscope it is a mesh structure which allows the thermal radiation 
through. Steve also showed us the various different colour palettes used in thermal imaging and 
explained when these would be used.  
 
At the end of the session, the children were able to fly a drone around an obstacle course. Whilst 
some children were doing that, the other children were painting their 3D Among Us characters that 
Steve printed out for us. We would like to thank a huge thank you to Steve for sharing his expertise 
with us. It was very fun and educational.  
 
This week, we started looking and reading through our production script. The children are excited to 
get started and learn the songs properly. Some of the Year 5 children have auditioned for small parts 
that have not been taken by Year 6. It would be great if the children could continue to practise 
learning the songs’ words and any lines relevant to their parts.  
 
In English, we discussed the different strategies that we could use to help us learn and recite a poem 
off by heart. The children worked hard either individually, in pairs or small groups to learn a poem 
which they then recited to the rest of the class.  
 
In Maths, we have continued with measurement. The children have learnt how to convert from 
metres to millimetres, litres to millilitres and vice versa. We discussed whether it would be 
appropriate to measure your height in millimetres. We then used our mathematical knowledge to 
complete number sentences that had missing numbers. We moved onto converting between metric 
and imperial units. Although this is a difficult concept, the children persevered and worked extremely 
hard. We will continue this next week.  
 
This week in Science, we looked at the life cycles of mammals, amphibians, insects and birds. We 
discussed the main stages of the animal life cycle and compared different animal life cycles. The 
children identified common features and differences.  
 
In Computing, we continued to explore using the program TinkerCad. The children were set a 
challenge of designing a 3D house on the programme. They thought carefully about the windows, 
doors and extra items they wanted in their gardens.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What have we been learning in Year 5? (cont.) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
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After the excitement of last week’s activities, Year 6 returned to a more structured week, mixed in 
with some early rehearsals for our school production. In English, we recapped our understanding of 
clauses and how we use these to structure our writing, as well as the impact they have on the effect 
of our writing. We also used a short film clip, ‘Wing’, to stimulate our ideas. The children wrote a 
character description based on the main character and then wrote a first-person narrative using 
emotive language.   
 
During Science this week, we discussed the importance of a healthy lifestyle and what this really 
entails. We thought about diet and exercise alongside lifestyle choices, and then researched facts 
and misconceptions around this subject. In our PE lesson, we spent our warmup practising hand-eye 
coordination, alongside accuracy of throwing. We then split into two teams and played two cricket 
matches in order to apply our skills.    
 
We are learning about the Ring of Fire in Geography, and we began our unit by identifying where in 
the world this is situated. We then focused in on North America, establishing the location of the Ring 
of Fire and exploring which cities/states are in close proximity to it. Finally, we began to research 
significant seismic events in this area and the potential impact of these. We have also started a new 
unit in History and this week, we asked ourselves about the impact of the British Empire on Britain, 
as well as began learning about the colonisation of India.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
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Ideas for using a Reading Record for younger children 
 
When you, as a parent or carer, are reading with your child, a brief note in their reading record can 
be help establish a routine and communicate progress to teaching staff. However, we know that it 
can be sometimes be difficult to know what to write. Below is a list of some example comments that 
we hope may be useful to spark some ideas. 
 
‘Great expression tonight but we talked about pausing at a full stop.’ 
 
‘[Child] used the pictures to help give clues to unfamiliar words.’ 
 
‘Brilliant volume and enthusiasm today – we have been working on this!’ 
 
‘[Child] was very tired this evening so we took it in turns to read a page.’ 
 
‘We discussed how Chip might be feeling when his bike broke.’ 
 
‘A little rushed tonight so we worked on slowing down for accuracy and sounding out rather than 
guessing.’ 
 
‘New words: trotted, stared, murky.’ 
 
‘[Child] seems to be struggling with the ‘ai’ sound so we worked on this.’ 
 
‘We talked about what might happen after the crew were captured by pirates.’ 
 
‘[Child] loved the maps in this book and we ended up researching some more countries together.’ 
 
‘We talked about what a lawyer does.’ 
 
‘[Child] was really empathetic when discussing why the characters had argued.’ 
 
‘Good fluent reading but [Child] struggled to summarise the story. We will reread it again tomorrow 
and focus on comprehension.’ 
 
‘I noticed [Child] was skipping a few words, particularly the shorter ones. We focused on slowing 
down for accuracy.’ 
 
‘We spotted a new piece of punctuation – an exclamation mark!’ 
 
‘Such funny and engaging expression tonight! [Child] used some wonderful voices!’ 
 
‘We discussed how Biff should have dealt with finding the lost toy.’ 
 
‘We talked about what might happen after the story ended.’ 
 
‘[Child] mentioned this book reminded her of another story and we talked about the similiarities.’ 
 
‘I am really proud of how hard [Child] has persevered this week. This was a tricky book!’ 
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Ideas for using a Reading Record for older children  
by Alex and Eddie 

 
As part of a project they have been working on at school, two of our pupils, Alex and Eddie, share 
their top tips for children when writing in their reading record: 

 We recommend you set reading targets and questions for yourself, e.g. Why did you enjoy this book? 
Who would you recommend it to? 

  Try reading a book that you wouldn’t normally choose and write whether or not you enjoyed the book 
and why.  

 Use V.I.P.E.R.S. Here is a reminder of the meanings: 
 Vocabulary - write down any interesting words and its meaning 
 Infer - write what you think is happening from small clues in the text  
 Predict - guess what might happen next in your book 
 Explain - give explanations and opinions about book with reasons 
 Retrieve - find information from the text or use quotes from the book to back up your 

opinion 
 Summarise - write what has happened in your book so far   

 When it comes to reading, you can read anything! You could write about reading: a comic, the 
shopping list, a graphic novel and even a fact book. Remember, it could be anything as long as 
you’re reading! 

 It is really good to try and get into the habit of reading. Even if at first it’s only a few times each 
week, soon you will grow used to it. Using your reading record as part of this really helps your 
understanding of the book. 

 
Examples of children’s entries in reading records: 

 ‘My favourite character is Jared because he is very brave and adventurous.’ (Explain). 

 ‘I think Harry and Ron are going to get detention because the book said Snape was watching 
them and he always gives them harsh punishments.’ (Predict). 

 ‘I like this book because it is very exciting and a very enjoyable one to read. The cliff hangers 
make me want to read on!’ (Explain). 

 ‘New word – arid – a place with little or no rain.’ (Vocabulary). 

 ‘I infer that Sid was scared when he got stuck up the tree because his voice was really shaking 
and his arms were rigid still.’ (Infer). 

 ‘In this chapter, Anne was told she had to apologise to Mrs Lynde but she refused to say 
sorry.’ (Summarise). 

 ‘I loved reading my weekly comic book. Some of the jokes made me laugh so I’m going to 
share them with my friends.’ (Explain). 

 ‘I suspect that the headmistress is actually the thief as her she uses blue ink which is the same 
as note found at the crime scene.’ (Predict). 

 ‘I found the word ‘ululating’ and it means a howl or moan of emotion, typically grief. I have 
decided to use this word in my writing.’ (Vocabulary). 

 ‘I think Jenny was jealous because she narrowed her eyes.’ (Infer). 

 ‘This evening, I listened to a science podcast. It was fascinating! I learned that wolves howl to 
communicate with one another. This might be to warn them about something dangerous or 
share the position of prey.’ (Retrieve). 
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Poster competition 
 
The Public Protection Partnership is a shared service that covers West Berkshire, Wokingham and 
Bracknell Forest. Within the service, we have two Animal Wardens whose roles include: picking up 
stray or lost dogs, giving advice to dog owners and dealing with issues around dog fouling. 
  
Members of the public can report problems with dog fouling online using the following link: 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/dogfouling 
  
The reports received indicate that there can be problems with people not picking up after their dogs, 
especially on footpaths used by children to walk to school and around play parks. 
We want to encourage all dog walkers to be responsible and to pick up after their dogs to ensure 
children can safely walk to school or play in the park without risking stepping in dog poo. 
  
We are running a competition inviting pupils to create a new, eye catching poster that can be 
put up near schools and play parks reminding dog owners to pick up their dogs’ poo! 
  

 The winning poster will be made into laminated posters and lamppost stickers to go up and 
around schools and play parks in your area. 

 There will be prizes for the top three posters we receive and we will send in certificates to all 
pupils who enter the competition. 

 We suggest that the posters are done in portrait and coloured in with felt tip pen as they will 
print better when made into posters. 

 
Please send all posters to PPPcomms@westberks.gov.uk by the 1

st
 August. 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us by email or on 01635 519702; or for 
further information on our service, please see the link to our website in the footer below.  
  
We look forward to receiving all of your entries! 
  
The Animal Warden Team 
Public Protection Partnership 
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