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Summer Term: Issue 07 11 June 2021 

Year 5 Farms2Ewe event 
 
We loved having the farm come to visit! In a break for lunch, Years 3 and 4 also got the chance to 
have a look round the animals. Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed the day learning about nature, farming and 
the animals. 

COVID-19 updates 
 
Our risk assessment has recently been updated, along with our Operating Plans. These can be 
located on our website by clicking here and scrolling down. If you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact office@uplandsberkshire.org.  
 
As the roadmap progresses, we may be able to change and adapt some of our restrictions and rules, 
but the key message from government and health professionals is to keep as many of the plans in 
place as possible: more measures to support the reduction of contact between people means less 
risk, so this is something we will always keep in mind, as well as the wellbeing of staff, pupils and 
families, and the best interests and practice of the school/nursery from an academic perspective. 
 
Thank you all for continuing to adhere to the guidance and help mitigate risk. 

Face coverings / masks 
 
This is a reminder that face coverings/masks are still required on site. Whilst you are queuing with 
your child/ren at drop off or pick up times, or walking around the premises, there is the possibility of 
increased risk, so we are continuing to request that face coverings/masks are worn on site.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/covid-19/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay system, which 
is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or 
cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
Please continue to order your child’s meal at home where at all possible, particularly for 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with 
each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more 
quickly. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 15 June 
  Y6 cross country event—letter sent to the parents/carers of children who 

Thursday 17 June   Year 5 Science Day 

Wednesday 23 June   Year 6 Class Photographs 

Friday 25 June   UFC ‘Break the Rules’ day 

Wednesday  30 June   Year N to Year 5 Class Photographs 

Tues/Wed 06/07 July   Sports Day: YN 06 July (am); EYFS, KS1 and KS2 07 July (details to follow) 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2021—2022 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

Wed 01.09.2021 Mon 01.11.2021 Tue 04.01.2022 Mon 21.02.2022 Fri 27.05.2022 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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Taking the correct COVID-19 test 
 
Below is a graphic produced by Bracknell Forest Council, who hope it will help families make the 
correct choice on which test to take (LFD or PCR test), both for children and adults. There is also a 
link in the corner for an interactive map of where collection points are. We hope this is helpful. 

Find out where to get 

rapid lateral flow 

tests—NHS (test-and-

trace.nhs.uk) 

Reading Star of the month 
 
Congratulations to this month’s reading Star! Each month, pupils from across the school are 
nominated for Reading Star and one is chosen at random from the nominees.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
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Reading support for families 
 
Over the last few weeks, we have shared some tips and advice to help families with reading at 
home. As reading is a focus for us as part of our School Development Plan, we are keen to work with 
families to support positive reading at home. Please reach out if you need anything by contacting 
office@uplandsberkshire.org.  
 
We have also put links to the previous weeks’ information online, which can be viewed on our 
website in the ‘Bookfest—a celebration of reading’ section: 

 Reading at home tips 

 Reading records—why are they useful? 

Bag2School collection 
Monday 28 June 

 
We are pleased to announce that Uplands Primary School and Nursery has organised a clothes & 
shoe collection with Bag2School in order to raise funds on Monday 28

th
 June. 

 
Bag2School is the UK’s leading textile recycler and fundraiser working with schools and 
since its inception in 2001 it has now paid out over £36 million. 
 
As well as raising vitally needed funds for Uplands Primary School and Nursery, it also helps the 
environment by helping to divert unwanted textiles away from landfill. A recent DEFRA report has 
shown that textile collection schemes are helping to reduce the volume of textiles discarded as 
municipal solid waste. However, it is a fact that as a nation, we still send 350,000 tonnes of textiles to 
landfill every year.  
 
By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your 
cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the bag provided – this can include 
adults’ and children’s clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, handbags and soft toys, 
(please refer to http://uk.bag2school.com/ for full details). In addition to raising much needed funds, it 
will also raise awareness amongst the children of the benefits of recycling and reuse. 
 
If you fill the donation bag (or bags!) and still have more, then you can use any other bag to donate 
your items, and don’t forget to ask grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a sort out as well!  
 
 
Many thanks indeed for helping us with this unique fundraising opportunity. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/curriculum/bookfest/
https://629dppoezc36h2p7kdniq1ak-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Reading-at-home-tips-and-hints.pdf
https://629dppoezc36h2p7kdniq1ak-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Reading-records-why-are-they-useful.pdf
http://uk.bag2school.com/
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 retailers 
linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you are eligible for 
a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is turned into a donation 
and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see your purchases—we just 
receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 

UFC Break the Rules Day 
Friday 25th June 2021 

Parent Governor Election 
 
Following a nominations process for the current vacancy, the Governing Board are delighted to 
announce that Mrs Madeleine Monaghan has been appointed as Parent Governor. Madeleine has 
three children at Uplands and has a wealth of experience as a teacher in another school. Her four-
year term started on 28 May and we are already sure she will make an incredibly valuable 
contribution.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?q=uplands&cat=cause-autosuggest
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the 
roads. We really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a 
sensible place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like. Thank 
you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

UFC Break the Rules Day 
Friday 25th June 2021 

 
For one day and one day only, the children of Uplands Primary School and Nursery are being set a 
challenge by Uplands Fundraising Community. The challenge? To break as many of the rules shown 
below as possible!  
 
School rules to be broken: 

 Correct school uniform to be worn at all times 

 No extreme hair colours or hairstyles 

 No make-up or nail varnish 

 No temporary tattoos 

 No treats in lunchboxes 
 
We really want to see the most outrageous hairstyles and hair colourings, the craziest outfit 
combinations, whether its fancy dress or home clothes, not to mention tattoos and painted faces. The 
sky’s the limit! 
 
But wait, that’s not the end of the challenge!   
 
The teachers also have their own list of class rules for the children to break and these will be 
revealed on the day itself. And to add to the fun even further, the children will be able to choose from 
a range of rules for their teachers to break too!  
 
Even the UFC are getting involved! We will sneak chocolate into the classrooms, and children can 
have a sneaky snack during lesson time! 
 
So, depending on how rebellious they are, each child can choose to break as many or as few of the 
rules as they like. All the UFC ask in return is that they make a monetary donation for breaking the 
rules and taking part in the challenge.  
 
Donation buckets will be located at both the front and back gates at morning drop-off and afternoon 
pick-up. Donations can also be made online via Scopay (under ‘SUM21 E Break the rules day’). 
Please encourage your child/ren to take part in this fun event which we hope will help raise valuable 
funds for the school. 
 
To finish the day, after school, there will be a cash only Tuck Shop running from the Gazebo in the 
school playground with all bags of sweets priced at 50p per bag. Please note these will be available 
on a first-come first-served basis. 
 
We will include some photographs of the challenge in a future newsletter together with details on the 
actual amount of funds raised. Many thanks in advance for your support. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

The adventures of Herbie and Chive... 
 
Sadly, none of the latest batch of 6 eggs hatched, so Herbie and Chive remain the only chickens so 
far! However, Mrs Sherwood has got some new eggs incubating at the care home she manages, so 
we hope to see more chicks soon!  
 
Herbie and Chive enjoyed a week of sunshine, exploring their temporary shed-house (which was 
very cool in the heat) but also sent short periods of time in a hexagonal run that Mr Sherwood built for 
the rabbits and chickens to have a change of scenery. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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We have taken full advantage of the wonderful weather in Nursery this week, by spending lots of 
time in the garden and having picnic lunches outside. The children have enjoyed a sensory herb tray, 
which gave them the opportunity to use all their senses for hands on exploration. They bashed and 
cut the herbs and we discussed what each one was called: Nursery smelt amazing! To supplement 
this, we also provided lavender playdoh, which gave the children more chance to use their sense of 
smell and explore different textures.  
 
The Nursery garden needed some maintenance this week and the children were excellent helpers. 
They helped us to clear all the leaves off the path in Foxes wood, as well as watering all our lovely 
plants and herbs. The children worked well together, using their listening skills and gross motor skills. 
This type of activity also helps to teach the children the importance of respecting and caring for the 
natural environment. To further their learning, the children enjoyed observational poppy painting, with 
real poppies and a picture of the poppy lifecycle.  
 
The children have continued with their Dough Disco activity, and we can already see the 
improvements in their pencil grip and ability to write recognisable letters. This week, we even did a 
session outside in the sunshine! This is a really great activity to do at home with your child, 
especially those starting school in September. All you need is playdoh, and a video from YouTube; 
which you can watch together with your child to help them complete the actions.  
 
This week, we started to think about hearing the syllables in words. We collected objects from 
around Nursery and clapped out the syllables in each of the different words. The children have done 
an amazing job with our new sound ‘h’ this week. They thought of so many words which began with 
the sound ‘h’, and were all so proud of themselves. Next week, we will be learning a new sound ‘b’; 
we will go on a hunt around Nursery to find objects beginning with our new sound.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in Reception, the children have embraced the good weather and spent most of the day 
enjoying learning outdoors. This week’s story was the traditional tale of The Three Little Pigs and in 
Literacy, they drew their own wolf and wrote about it; some of the wolves were kind and liked to 
camp and cook marshmallows. During child-initiated learning time, The Three Little Pigs story 
inspired lots of amazing creative play, including creating homes out of the den-making equipment, a 
woodland campfire and lemon cakes and hot chocolate for the pigs, made of mud and water from 
our new outdoor tap. The outdoor tap has definitely been a hit with all the children and they have 
loved being able to fill the watering cans and jugs themselves to water our bean plants and make 
rivers.  
 
In Maths, the children learned how to double numbers, and learned the Double Rap to help them 
remember the double numbers to 10 and created spotty number double paintings.   
 
This week’s phonics lessons introduced the children to blending and segmenting four initial sounds 
to read and spell CVCC words such as tent and hand, and we were thrilled with how well the children 
managed to hear all the sounds in each word.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It has been a pleasure to welcome the children back after the half-term break and to enjoy such a 
sunny week together.  
 
In our English, we have started a new topic on non-fiction reading and writing. In particular, we have 
shared information texts about Australian animals and practised retrieving facts and taking simple 
notes. We have encouraged the children to look for non-fiction books at home which could include 
cookbooks, atlases or reference books and to see whether these books contain features such as a 
contents page, index, glossary, photographs, diagrams or subheadings.  
 
In Maths, we have expanded our learning about halves and quarters to think about quarter turns, half 
turns and three-quarter turns. We have also described position, direction and movement using the 
vocabulary left, right, forward, backwards, above and below. This has included working in pairs 
outside to give each other directions. You may like to find out whether your child knows their left and 
right.  
 
In our afternoons, we have focused on our new Geography topic - Australia. We located Australia on 
a world map and compared it to the UK. Then we worked in teams to create our own world maps. 
The children were excellent at taking on this tough challenge. We also packed our passports and 
boarded a flight to Australia! After an excellent flight safety briefing, we took to the skies and looked 
for the landmarks and physical features of Australia. 
 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In Maths this week, the children demonstrated fantastic teamwork whilst investigating the difference 
between capacity and volume. They discovered that whilst capacity is the amount of liquid a 
container can hold, volume is the amount of liquid it is actually holding. They used this knowledge to 
measure and compare volume in millilitres and litres and to solve word problems.  
 
In English, the children have been innovating the story of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. They 
started by inventing their own character, taking inspiration from Charlie Bucket. They described their 
characters’ personality, appearance and interests before writing their own stories.  
 
This week in PE, the children choreographed their own cheerleading routines. They worked in 
groups to set their motions to counts and rehearsed their routines before performing in our class 
cheerleading display.  
 
In History, the children created group posters and presentations explaining the impact of Rosa Parks 
and Martin Luther King Jr. The children spoke with confidence and passion about the importance of 
treating people equally and with respect and dignity.  
 
In Geography, we started a new unit all about India. The children spent time exploring the continent 
of Asia on Google Earth before locating India’s capital city, other major cities, landmarks and seas on 
the map. 
 
In Computing this week, the children finished our unit on safe and effective internet searching by 
creating leaflets to help someone search for information on the internet.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Year 3 have continued with the performing and recording of their Musical Extravaganza. 
The children have given a lot of effort and have sung beautifully.  
 
In English, we have focused on some very useful forms of figurative language. The children have 
written some fantastic similes and metaphors about a wide variety of Harry Potter characters, 
drawing on some great vocabulary to uplevel their work. Their creativity has really been on show this 
week and some brilliant work has been produced. 
 
In Maths, we’ve begun our work on telling the time. The children have improved greatly and are all 
able to identify ‘o’clock’, ‘half past’, ‘quarter past’, and ‘quarter to’. 
 
We have started our research into the design of cranes, particularly on the winding mechanism, in 
Design and Technology. The children discussed the invidual elements needed to make a winding 
mechanism and the various applications these machines could have.  
 
In Computing, algorithm was the word of the day. We discussed the importance of spelling and 
concise wording to create our algorithms, moving onto FMSlogo to create some very interesting 
shapes. Some of the children challenged themselves to design different letters with their algorithms.  
 
Our History unit started with a brief look across the 20

th
 Century. We discussed how to know which 

century each year is in and some of the key events that occurred in the 1900’s, including WWI, 
WWII, the creation of the NHS and the various changes of monarch. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It has been so lovely to welcome back the children after half term. In Maths, we have been studying 
statistics and discussing efficient and accurate ways of gathering data. We have looked at the use of 
charts, graphs and pictograms to represent data and discussed strategies for interpreting these.  
 
In English, we watched a documentary about Edward VI in which we discovered a lot of interesting - 
and sometimes surprising - information about this young king, including that he kept a diary called 
his 'chronicle'. The children then used what they had discovered to write their own entry into 
Edward's chronicle using Tudor language and showing his personality through his thoughts and 
actions.  
 
This week in Science, we revisited our ‘in a state’ topic. We looked at a glass jar with ice in it and 
identified the condensation and the change of state that had occurred. Using this knowledge, we 
then identified condensation in a range of pictures. 
 
In History, we started to learn about the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. Firstly, we revisited when the 
Romans left Britain and why. The class then watched different clips to learn about what happened in 
Britain after the Romans departed. We will be exploring this in more detail over the next five weeks 
as well as learning about how the Viking/Anglo-Saxon time came to an end. 
 
We started a new topic in Art and Design this week. We are looking at human abstract figures. We 
started this topic off by looking at the historical representation of the human form in famous 
sculptures. We learned about the Easter Island Heads, Statue of Liberty, Christ the Redeemer, The 
Great Sphinx, Mount Rushmore and the Lewis Chessmen. The children all enjoyed learning about 
how old they are and what they were made from. The class thought of lots of great questions to help 
us find out more information. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we have been learning about the importance of building regular exercise into our 
daily and weekly routines. In RE, we began a new Christianity topic where we are thinking about 
whether people need to go to church to show they are Christians. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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On Monday, we were lucky enough to have Farms2ewe visiting. The children thoroughly enjoyed 
grooming, holding and feeding the range of animals. It was lovely to see some children being brave 
and holding animals that they were unsure of at the beginning of the day. The two ladies from the 
farm commented on what a lovely day they had with the children and how polite they all were. The 
children completed some nature art, collecting different sources from Squirrel Wood to add to their 
frame. The children chose a farm animal and made this out of clay. We finished off the day with 
some fresh homemade smoothies.  
 
This week in English, we based our writing on our half term. The children wrote a recount of their 
favourite days from their holiday ensuring they wrote in the correct tense. The children then worked 
together to edit their work to ensure they included fronted adverbials, modals verbs, parenthesis and 
an example of a complex sentence. We completed some SPaG revision of learnt concepts. The 
children then completed a mini quiz. They all did fantastically and we were very impressed with their 
results. Towards the end of the week, we completed our reading lesson on Letters from the 
Lighthouse. We are coming towards the end of this book so the children are getting excited to see 
how it is going to end. We then completed some VIPERS questions related to the chapter.  
 
In Maths, we started exploring measurement. The children have learnt what ‘kilo’ means at the 
beginning of the word. The children are able to convert metres to kilometres and grams to kilograms. 
We moved onto converting metres to millimetres and litres to millilitres.  
 
In Science, we have started a new topic - reproduction in mammals and birds. This week, we started 
exploring how mammals and birds reproduce. We compared the courtship rituals of both. We then 
discussed the similarities between the two animals’ rituals and what the female is looking for in a 
mate.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we started looking at families, friendships and relationships. We discussed the 
different types of relationships and types of families. We had some excellent discussions and the 
children understand that it doesn’t matter what type of relationship makes up the family – same sex, 
interfaith etc.. All that matters is that the caring and stable relationship are at the heart of a happy 
family. We discussed how to recognise if family relationships are making them feel unhappy or 
unsafe and know how to seek help or advice from others if needed.  
 
In Geography, we started our new topic on South America – Rio de Janeiro and Favelas. The 
children identified South America on a world map and labelled the different countries, capitals and 
major cities.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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This week has been our long-awaited school ‘PGL’ week, and what a fun-packed week we had! 
 
We started off the week with a day trip to the New Forest where we visited ‘Tile Barn Outdoor Centre’ 
and participated in different activity sessions: Archery, Climbing and Low Ropes. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed their visit and demonstrated some amazing teamwork skills, as well as lots of 
positive support and encouragement for their classmates.   
 
For the rest of the week, we conducted an activity-based week at school where the children 
completed a range of activities - from Ladder Logic to Dragon Egg Dilemma - in small groups during 
the morning sessions and as a whole class in the afternoons.   
 
Thursday saw the most exciting range of events, culminating in our first ever Uplands sleepover! 
During the day, Sir Whippy visited school to supply delicious ice creams, which were very much 
appreciated on such a hot afternoon. After school, we had a disco on the school field, played lots of 
fun games and enjoyed our pizza dinner. After this, we split into two teams and completed several 
rounds of pyjama-rama rounders and finished the night off with a campfire, stories and S’mores. I 
have to say that the children were amazing throughout the night – even if sleep was a little in short 
supply. Thank you to all of the Y6 parents for your generous contributions towards this event.   
 
Friday saw a much more sedate day (after our busy night) and we started the day with a yummy 
breakfast. This was followed by a few more relaxed morning activities and a movie/popcorn 
afternoon. What a week! 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? (cont.) 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? (cont.) 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? (cont.) 
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Ideas for using a Reading Record for younger children 
 
When you, as a parent or carer, are reading with your child, a brief note in their reading record can 
be help establish a routine and communicate progress to teaching staff. However, we know that it 
can be sometimes be difficult to know what to write. Below is a list of some example comments that 
we hope may be useful to spark some ideas. 
 
‘Great expression tonight but we talked about pausing at a full stop.’ 
 
‘[Child] used the pictures to help give clues to unfamiliar words.’ 
 
‘Brilliant volume and enthusiasm today – we have been working on this!’ 
 
‘[Child] was very tired this evening so we took it in turns to read a page.’ 
 
‘We discussed how Chip might be feeling when his bike broke.’ 
 
‘A little rushed tonight so we worked on slowing down for accuracy and sounding out rather than 
guessing.’ 
 
‘New words: trotted, stared, murky.’ 
 
‘[Child] seems to be struggling with the ‘ai’ sound so we worked on this.’ 
 
‘We talked about what might happen after the crew were captured by pirates.’ 
 
‘[Child] loved the maps in this book and we ended up researching some more countries together.’ 
 
‘We talked about what a lawyer does.’ 
 
‘[Child] was really empathetic when discussing why the characters had argued.’ 
 
‘Good fluent reading but [Child] struggled to summarise the story. We will reread it again tomorrow 
and focus on comprehension.’ 
 
‘I noticed [Child] was skipping a few words, particularly the shorter ones. We focused on slowing 
down for accuracy.’ 
 
‘We spotted a new piece of punctuation – an exclamation mark!’ 
 
‘Such funny and engaging expression tonight! [Child] used some wonderful voices!’ 
 
‘We discussed how Biff should have dealt with finding the lost toy.’ 
 
‘We talked about what might happen after the story ended.’ 
 
‘[Child] mentioned this book reminded her of another story and we talked about the similiarities.’ 
 
‘I am really proud of how hard [Child] has persevered this week. This was a tricky book!’ 
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Ideas for using a Reading Record for older children  
by Alex and Eddie 

 
As part of a project they have been working on at school, two of our pupils, Alex and Eddie, share 
their top tips for children when writing in their reading record: 

 We recommend you set reading targets and questions for yourself, e.g. Why did you enjoy this book? 
Who would you recommend it to? 

  Try reading a book that you wouldn’t normally choose and write whether or not you enjoyed the book 
and why.  

 Use V.I.P.E.R.S. Here is a reminder of the meanings: 
 Vocabulary - write down any interesting words and its meaning 
 Infer - write what you think is happening from small clues in the text  
 Predict - guess what might happen next in your book 
 Explain - give explanations and opinions about book with reasons 
 Retrieve - find information from the text or use quotes from the book to back up your 

opinion 
 Summarise - write what has happened in your book so far   

 When it comes to reading, you can read anything! You could write about reading: a comic, the 
shopping list, a graphic novel and even a fact book. Remember, it could be anything as long as 
you’re reading! 

 It is really good to try and get into the habit of reading. Even if at first it’s only a few times each 
week, soon you will grow used to it. Using your reading record as part of this really helps your 
understanding of the book. 

 
Examples of children’s entries in reading records: 

 ‘My favourite character is Jared because he is very brave and adventurous.’ (Explain). 

 ‘I think Harry and Ron are going to get detention because the book said Snape was watching 
them and he always gives them harsh punishments.’ (Predict). 

 ‘I like this book because it is very exciting and a very enjoyable one to read. The cliff hangers 
make me want to read on!’ (Explain). 

 ‘New word – arid – a place with little or no rain.’ (Vocabulary). 

 ‘I infer that Sid was scared when he got stuck up the tree because his voice was really shaking 
and his arms were rigid still.’ (Infer). 

 ‘In this chapter, Anne was told she had to apologise to Mrs Lynde but she refused to say 
sorry.’ (Summarise). 

 ‘I loved reading my weekly comic book. Some of the jokes made me laugh so I’m going to 
share them with my friends.’ (Explain). 

 ‘I suspect that the headmistress is actually the thief as her she uses blue ink which is the same 
as note found at the crime scene.’ (Predict). 

 ‘I found the word ‘ululating’ and it means a howl or moan of emotion, typically grief. I have 
decided to use this word in my writing.’ (Vocabulary). 

 ‘I think Jenny was jealous because she narrowed her eyes.’ (Infer). 

 ‘This evening, I listened to a science podcast. It was fascinating! I learned that wolves howl to 
communicate with one another. This might be to warn them about something dangerous or 
share the position of prey.’ (Retrieve). 
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