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Summer Term: Issue 05 21 May 2021 

UFC Break the Rules Day 
Friday 25th June 2021 

 
For one day and one day only, the children of Uplands Primary School and Nursery are being set a 
challenge by Uplands Fundraising Community. The challenge? To break as many of the rules shown 
below as possible!  
 
School rules to be broken: 

 Correct school uniform to be worn at all times 

 No extreme hair colours or hairstyles 

 No make-up or nail varnish 

 No temporary tattoos 

 No treats in lunchboxes 
 
We really want to see the most outrageous hairstyles and hair colourings, the craziest outfit 
combinations, whether its fancy dress or home clothes, not to mention tattoos and painted faces. The 
sky’s the limit! 
 
But wait, that’s not the end of the challenge!   
 
The teachers also have their own list of class rules for the children to break and these will be 
revealed on the day itself. And to add to the fun even further, the children will be able to choose from 
a range of rules for their teachers to break too! 
 
Even the UFC are getting involved! We will sneak chocolate into the classrooms, and children can 
have a sneaky snack during lesson time! 
 
So, depending on how rebellious they are, each child can choose to break as many or as few of the 
rules as they like. All the UFC ask in return is that they make a monetary donation for breaking the 
rules and taking part in the challenge.  
 
Donation buckets will be located at both the front and back gates at morning drop-off and afternoon 
pick-up. Donations can also be made online via Scopay (under ‘SUM21 E Break the rules day’). 
Please encourage your child/ren to take part in this fun event which we hope will help raise valuable 
funds for the school. 
 
To finish the day, after school, there will be a cash only Tuck Shop running from the Gazebo in the 
school playground with all bags of sweets priced at 50p per bag. Please note these will be available 
on a first-come first-served basis. 
 
We will include some photographs of the challenge in a future newsletter together with details on the 
actual amount of funds raised. 
 
Many thanks in advance for your support. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay system, which 
is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or 
cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Friday 28 May   Whole School INSET day—school and nursery not open 

Thursday 17 June   Year 5 Science Day 

Wednesday 23 June   Year 6 Class Photographs 

Friday 25 June   UFC ‘Break the Rules’ day 

Wednesday  30 June   Year N to Year 5 Class Photographs 

Tues/Wed 06/07 July   Sports Day: YN 06 July (am); EYFS, KS1 and KS2 07 July (details to follow) 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2021—2022 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

Wed 01.09.2021 Mon 01.11.2021 Tue 04.01.2022 Mon 21.02.2022 Fri 27.05.2022 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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Reading support for families 
 
Over the last few weeks, we have shared some tips and advice to help families with reading at 
home. As reading is a focus for us as part of our School Development Plan, we are keen to work with 
families to support positive reading at home. Please reach out if you need anything by contacting 
office@uplandsberkshire.org.  
 
We have also put links to the previous weeks’ information online, which can be viewed on our 
website in the ‘Bookfest—a celebration of reading’ section: 

 Reading at home tips 

 Reading records—why are they useful? 

Book Swap is back! 
 
Our reading ambassadors ran a very successful first book swap of the year for Years 5 and 6 this 
week. Lots of children popped by to swap a book or see the options available. It was lovely to hear 
the chatter about books! 
 
We will be running two more book swaps, at lunchtimes in the outside classroom, next week:  

 Years 3 and 4 on Monday 24 May; and  

 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 on Wednesday 26 May.  
 
The reading ambassadors will then be planning further book swap sessions after half term.  
 
If your child has a book at home which they would recommend and are happy to pass on to a new 
reader, they can bring it in and swap it for a new book. We have a fantastic selection of books for 
each age range, carefully organised by our reading ambassadors, who will also be on hand to advise 
and help children to find a book that they will enjoy.  
 
The sessions also provide a wonderful chance to talk about books with friends so pupils are welcome 
to come along even if they don't have a book to swap. Children can bring as many books to swap as 
they would like and will be able to take home the same amount of books.  
 
Please only bring in books that you and your child are happy to give away.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/curriculum/bookfest/
https://629dppoezc36h2p7kdniq1ak-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Reading-at-home-tips-and-hints.pdf
https://629dppoezc36h2p7kdniq1ak-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Reading-records-why-are-they-useful.pdf
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Treats for pupils on their birthday 
 
Many pupils have wanted to bring in treats for their peers when it is their birthday. Since March 2020, 
we have discouraged this due to COVID-19. However, pupils may now once again bring in treats to 
give out to their peers at the end of the day when it is their birthday. However, please remember that 
there should be no nut products, and that some pupils may have allergies in the class. The school 
team take no responsibility for the items brought in, and we would also like to remind families that 
this is not expected from pupils so a family should not feel pressured to bring in treats for the other 
pupils in the class.  

Chicks update! 
 
Herbie and Chive are growing by the day! They are developing their chicken instincts well, and have 
begun scratching the floor and pecking a lot more (including pecking at Mr Sherwood’s stubble!). The 
chicks still enjoy sleeping on Mr and Mrs Sherwood’s shoulders, and also enjoyed meeting Mr and 
Mrs Sherwood’s rabbits this week! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Falconry day, 14 May 2021 
 
It felt fantastic to have visitors come to school for our first educational visit in a while! The team from 
Falconry UK displayed a range of birds to pupils and gave lessons about them. The pupils were 
(socially distanced, of course) also able to get up close to the birds! We hope your child/ren enjoyed 
this event—the buzz around the school was unmistakable!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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UFC Break the Rules Day 
Friday 25th June 2021 

Parent Governor Election 
 
The Uplands Governing Board has a vacancy for a Parent Governor. We know that parents are 
interested in the education of their children and share the school’s commitment to ensuring the best 
possible education and opportunities for our pupils. One of the most significant ways to build on this 
is to volunteer to be a Parent Governor. Parent Governors play an important role in ensuring that the 
parent viewpoint is represented in decision-making.   
 
The skills you have could be very useful to our Governing Board. At the moment the Governing 
Board needs more governors who have expertise with special educational needs and disabilities, 
human resources, health and safety, and finance. If you are someone with the required skills, please 
consider applying.   
 
Do look out for the email coming out today about how to nominate yourself or another parent for the 
vacant role. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, it was time to release and say goodbye to our butterflies. The children have been 
fascinated by watching them grow from tiny little caterpillars, then turn into chrysalides and finally 
emerge as butterflies. Although they were sad to let them go, it has been an invaluable learning 
experience.  To further continue the children’s learning and interest, we provided a ‘The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar’ story basket with puppets from the book. This was enjoyed by many children one rainy 
afternoon in the Book Nook, when Mrs Morris read the story and the children acted out the various 
parts of the book.  
 
The children have had a chance to get messy by making their own clay. They experimented with 
mud, water and flour to get the right consistency for the clay. By exploring freely with their hands 
they were able to gauge whether they needed to add more or less of each of the ingredients and 
continued to mix until they were happy with the result. We also ended up with some muddy potions! 
 
The children had a go at painting a hanging umbrella this week, which was a real novelty and an 
activity they really enjoyed. This type of vertical painting has many benefits, such as helping to 
develop hand eye coordination, spatial awareness and gross motor skills. The playdoh station this 
week was based around dandelions; with vases of dandelions in their different states to expose the 
children to the key features of a life cycle of a plant.  
 
During our carpet time sessions this week, we have learnt the ‘u’ sound, practised writing the letter 
and recapped previous sounds. Next week, we will look at a new sound ‘r’. We are beginning to think 
about words that rhyme and have been playing games to help the children hear the difference 
between words that rhyme or not. We made an interesting soup with objects like hat, bat and mat. 
We will continue to look at rhyming objects next week.  
 
We are on hunt for milk bottle tops in all different colours to store in nursery for various activities: like 
loose parts and colour sorting. If you have any at home, please send them in with your child over the 
coming weeks.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception have enjoyed learning through the stories of Pirates Love Underpants and 
Kipper’s Toybox. The highlight of the week was following a map to find the treasure, which was a 
story of Pirates in Pyjamas. We then enjoyed listening to the story and drinking our homemade 
lemonade. Yum!  
 
In Literacy, the children drew and wrote about their pirate, independently segmenting words and 
using the sound mat and letter formation display to produce some fantastic writing. Yet again, the 
children were introduced to six new words, exploring their meaning and acting them out to help 
remember them. This week’s words included navigate, voyage, rigging, directions, ocean and 
cutlass.  
 
Throughout the week, we have been Benchmarking the children’s reading and are thrilled with the 
progress they have made, with most moving up a reading level. Well done Reception: you’re all 
superstars! The children’s reading progress also shone through our phonic lessons, where they have 
been recapping the trigraphs, air, ear, and ure which they find tricky.  
 
In Maths, the children listened to the story of Kipper’s Toybox where Kipper is trying to count his toys 
but keeps trying to work out which toy is missing. The children then completed some simple first, 
then now subtraction stories based on the story and practised writing simple subtraction number 
sentences filling in the missing number.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week in English, we have focused on punctuation and grammar. We have shared a new story 
by Ed Vere, ‘Max at Night’, and used this book as the basis for some writing challenges. In particular, 
we practised using the word 'and' to expand our sentences. Firstly, we thought about using 'and' to 
join words and then we thought about using 'and' to join two independent clauses. At this stage, we 
are asking the children just to link two ideas within a sentence before using a full stop and beginning 
a new sentence. Occasionally, our keen writers get carried away and write an entire story in one 
enormous sentence! We are supporting these budding authors with structuring their writing more 
effectively. 
 
In Phonics, we have practised all the sounds we already know as well as learning about 
contractions. We have taught the children that when we form a contraction, an apostrophe replaces 
missing letters and then the original words get squashed together; for example, 'I will' becomes 'I'll' 
and 'I have' becomes 'I've'. 
 
In Maths, we have begun learning about fractions. We have covered halving an object, shape or 
quantity. Year 1 really enjoyed exploring a variety of halving activities including halving a breadstick 
as accurately as possible, halving liquids, halving towers of cubes, halving a given number of 
marbles and colouring in half of a 2D shape. We have now begun to consider quarters. You may like 
to practise sharing things into halves or quarters at home. Just remember, in maths there is no such 
thing as a big half or a small half!  
 
In our Science, we explored the similarities and differences between flowers. We practised making 
predictions, collecting and recording evidence and discussing what we had found out.   
 
In Computing, the children combined their work from previous weeks. They used coding chunks to 
make the characters they selected move on a background that they designed. 
 
In Art and Design, we were excited to display our sculptures in a natural setting. Barbara Hepworth's 
abstract sculptures were inspired by the natural world. Many of her sculptures include holes through 
which the light, or the landscape beyond, can be viewed. The children have compared their own 
work to that of this famous sculptor, shared what they like best about their own art and decided what 
it reminds them of. We hope you enjoy having these little sculptures at home. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in Maths, we’ve been continuing our learning about Time. The children have been 
calculating and comparing durations of time as well as using different equipment to time certain 
activities and selecting appropriate units to measure those times, such as seconds, minutes and 
hours. 
 
In English, we started an exciting new unit all about Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. We looked at 
adverts and considered how the language used in those would persuade and tempt us to buy certain 
products and foods. The children had a go at writing a descriptive piece of writing about Willy 
Wonka’s sweet concoctions such as edible marshmallow pillows, lickable wall paper and fizzy lifting 
drinks. The children then harnessed this tasty inspiration to design their own chocolate bar and wrote 
a description about its abilities and powers. Some bars could make you fly, others could turn you 
invisible and some even made you grow into a giant. The children had great fun making their 
chocolate bar on Thursday. Our classroom temporarily turned into Uplands Chocolate Factory! Once 
their chocolate was made, the children used their chocolate descriptions to film their very own advert 
which we enjoyed watching as a class.  
 
During Computing, the children learnt about how to search on the internet using search engines such 
as Google. They then used Google to answer a series of questions about dinosaurs such as 
approximately how tall was a T-Rex and how much did a diplodocus weigh? 
 
In Art and Design, the children had a go at designing a series of their own hats. One design had to 
depict themselves as a person, another to represent the school and the third was inspired by award-
winning haute couture milliner, Philip Treacy. The children used the slogan ‘press light, until you get 
it right’ to help them with their pencil sketching skills and techniques.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Year 3 published their fantastic non-chronological reports. We’ve been treated to a deep 
dive into the lives of their weird and wonderful creatures, paired with detailed drawings of them in 
their natural habitats. The children ensured they used their highest quality handwriting and enjoyed 
the chance to show off their fantastic beasts. In Maths, we continued our discussions about fractions. 
We’ve explored how some fractions are equivalent and have begun to use this knowledge to assist 
when finding fractions of amounts.   
 
In Computing, we spruced up our presentations with the inclusion of video and audio elements. The 
children learned how to insert existing video and audio files into their slides, as well as recording 
their own audio to accompany varying parts of their stories. In Guided Reading, the children worked 
more on their inference skills, finding the reasons behind many of the happenings in The Owl Who 
Was Afraid of the Dark. They explored some interesting vocabulary, creating glossaries and applying 
these words in other situations. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, the children learned about some basic first aid techniques. We watched videos of 
a variety of situations and discussed how best to assist the person who has injured themselves. In 
Geography, Year 3 continued discussing North America. We considered the physical geography of 
the region and how that would affect where we would build settlements. The children have really 
enjoyed their rehearsals for our Musical Extravaganza this week, working really hard to learn and 
perfect their parts in our songs.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Year 4 have continued to conduct research into Henry VIII and his six wives. The children 
were then challenged to write an essay explaining the reasons for Henry’s six marriages as well as 
why each ended! The level of detail in the pupils’ explanations was outstanding and the children 
worked hard to use paragraphs to structure their work and conjunctions to link different ideas.  
 
In Maths, we have continued to learn about money and the children learned how to add amounts of 
money, including those that are presented in different formats. We have started to look at how to 
give change and will be working on this more in some shopping activities next week!  
 
The class have also been enjoying practising our songs for our Musical Extravaganza ready to 
perform and record these next week. We have all had such fun rehearsing together.  
 
In Computing this week, we learned how to change the orientation of the page from portrait to 
landscape and how to add a hyperlink to a document. The children used all of the word processing 
skills they have learned to cut and paste a cupcake recipe into their Word document and then use 
the formatting and spell check tools to adapt it. 
 
On Thursday, we had our Design and Technology Day. We adapted a Brazilian picadillo recipe to 
create our own South American dish. The children were absolutely amazing during the day. They 
came in very excited to be cooking and were all prepared to try the dish even though most of them 
said they did not like some of the ingredients. During the morning, the children prepared the 
ingredients by peeling, chopping, weighing and measuring using teaspoons. Each group then went 
to the cookery room to cook their dish. After lunch, it was time to taste and evaluate our dish. When 
the children were collecting their portion, they needed to say how they would like it presented. The 
majority of the class even went back for seconds. At the end of the lesson, the children were all 
telling us how much they enjoyed the dish and how much they now like raisins/olives! It was lovely to 
talk to all of the children and share what they liked, or didn't like, about the dish they had created. We 
were so impressed with the class during our cookery day that they all went into the gold book and 
the class earned themselves another marble. It was a really enjoyable day. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What have we been learning in Year 4? cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
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This week in English, we learnt the features of a formal letter. The children read a formal thank you 
letter before planning their own. The children wrote a thank you letter to Andrew Willis (the Olympic 
Swimmer) they interviewed last week. They worked hard to ensure they included all the relevant 
features within their letter. We have been working hard to consolidate SPaG concepts. In Maths, we 
recapped coordinates and how to plot them. The children understand that the first coordinate 
represents the x axis and the second coordinate represents the y axis. They were able to remember 
the phrase ‘along the corridor and up the stairs’ to help them plot coordinates accurately. The 
children moved onto plotting shapes using coordinates and working out missing coordinates. We 
moved onto translation and understanding what this means. The children worked hard to ensure they 
gave exact instructions when translating shapes.  
 
In Science, the children completed their research on different organic methods to prevent crop 
damage by animals. They then presented their findings to the rest of the class to see how many 
different ways crops can be treated organically. In Art and Design, the children finished off their wire 
sculpture sports person. Although it was a difficult task, the children worked hard to ensure their 
sculpture was as life-like as possible – thinking carefully about the positioning and proportions.  
 
In History, the children asked and answered more complex questions about what caused the 
development of the Ancient Greek culture. They thought carefully about the themes we have 
explored over the last couple of weeks and came up with different questions they could ask and 
answer. We moved onto comparing a range of texts and pictures that help us to imagine life in the 
past. We discussed the types of evidence sources and which ones are most important to our 
knowledge.  
 
In Computing, the children continued programming their maze games on Scratch. This week, the 
children added extra effects to their levels to improve them. We had pairs adding commentary, extra 
background sounds to match their theme and added extra characters. In RE, we continued exploring 
Hinduism. The children understand what Hindus believe and understand the terms Karma, Moksha 
and Samsara. We discussed the differences in what Hindus believe compared to Christians.  
 
This week in Music, the children drew a story board of stick figures completing different actions 
(sleeping, running and seeing a ghost). The children then used musical instruments to represent 
what each character was doing with different sounds.  
 
As this is our last PE lesson of the half term, we set up a carousel of athletic events. Children were 
able to experiment with techniques and practise ways to maximise their jumps/throws. We finished 
the lesson with a series of relay races - 4x200m and the 4x60m.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
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This week in Y6, we focused on improving our reading comprehension skills as well as recapping 
spelling and grammar rules during our English lessons. We have also been editing our Macbeth 
essays, focusing on improving sentence structure and vocabulary. During our Maths lessons, we 
moved from missing angles in a triangle and around a point to missing angles in a variety of shapes. 
In addition, the children have improved their accuracy when using a protractor to measure and draw 
shapes. This week, we also recapped a variety of calculation strategies (including when calculating 
with F.D.P.) focusing on both speed and accuracy.   

In Design and Technology, the children created a formal proposal for their client by typing up their 
chosen recipe, including pictures and method. The children then recorded a ‘sales pitch’ to send to 
their client for their approval. During Science, we consolidated our knowledge of classification. 
Firstly, we looked more closely at how plants are classified and then we collated the different plant 
and animal life we had found around the school grounds. Finally, we wrote explanations of 
how specific plants/animals could be classified.   

We finished off our ‘minibeast’ topic in French this week by completing our French poems, before 
decorating them beautifully with colourful pictures of minibeasts. We will be building on this 
knowledge after half term, when we will be learning to speak French about a wider variety of 
animals.  

In PE this week, the children took responsibility for conducting their own thorough warm-up activities. 
These were followed by a whole class warm up, including 'team pursuit', where the children worked 
together to get their whole team around the track before the other team. For the remainder of the 
session, the children practised their athletic skills, aiming to improve on previous performances. They 
finished off with some relay races.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Taking the correct COVID-19 test 
 
Below is a graphic produced by Bracknell Forest Council, who hope it will help families make the 
correct choice on which test to take (LFD or PCR test), both for children and adults. There is also a 
link in the corner for an interactive map of where collection points are. We hope this is helpful. 

Find out where to get 

rapid lateral flow 

tests—NHS (test-and-

trace.nhs.uk) 
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