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Summer Term: Issue 04 14 May 2021 

Chick update! 
 
The pupils have been asking after the chicks all week! Herbie and Chive have had a lovely week at 
home with Mr and Mrs Sherwood, although they are missing the children of Uplands! Herbie and 
Chive have grown so much over the week, and have enjoyed their evenings chilling out with Mr 
Sherwood!  

Book Swap is back! 
 
Our reading ambassadors are very excited to relaunch our book swap sessions in the coming weeks! 
If your child has a book at home which they would recommend and are happy to pass on to a new 
reader, they can bring it in and swap it for a new book. We have a fantastic selection of books for 
each age range, carefully organised by our reading ambassadors, who will also be on hand to advise 
and help children to find a book that they will enjoy. The sessions also provide a wonderful chance to 
talk about books with friends so pupils are welcome to come along even if they don't have a book to 
swap. Children can bring as many books to swap as they would like and will be able to take home the 
same amount of books. Please only bring in books that you and your child are happy to give away.  
 
The sessions will take place at lunchtimes in our outside classroom and will be organised by bubble. 
The dates are as follows: 
 

Year 5 and 6 - Wednesday 19th May 
Year 3 and 4 - Monday 24th May 

Year R, 1 and 2 - Wednesday 26th May 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay system, which 
is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or 
cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Friday 28th May   Whole School INSET day 

Thursday 17th June   Year 5 Science Day 

Wednesday 23rd June   Year 6 Class Photograph 

Friday 25th June   UFC ‘Break the Rules’ day—details to follow 

Wednesday  30th June   Year N to Year 5 Class Photographs 

     

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2021—2022 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

Wed 01.09.2021 Mon 01.11.2021 Tue 04.01.2022 Mon 21.02.2022 Fri 27.05.2022 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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Reading records – why are they useful? 
 
Reading records are an important part of your child’ reading journey. Reflecting on what one has 
read is an integral part of the reading process and allows your child to digest, better comprehend and 
thoughtfully respond to what they have read or listened to. 
 
For younger children, this will tend to be a conversation between you and your child, which you can 
then make a brief note of in the reading record. As your child becomes more able and independent, 
they will increasingly be able to note down their own thoughts and reflections, but it is lovely to still 
see parents and carers occasionally commenting on their child’s reading at any age. 
 
Entries in pupils’ reading records can relate to anything they have read: their school book, a book 
from home, an audiobook, a book someone else has read to them, a magazine, comic, or even a 
recipe. Notes in the reading record do not have to be lengthy and can be written at a later point or 
the next day if not convenient when reading. Some of our older children make their notes in their 
reading records the next morning after reading the previous evening. Having a selection of nice pens 
handy can provide good encouragement for children! 
 
We understand that it is not always practical to record everything your child has read but giving a 
flavour of their reading experiences and taking a moment to reflect on a selection of these is hugely 
beneficial for your child’s reading development. 
 
Here are some of the key reasons reading records are useful: 

 Jotting down some notes or a short comment as part of the reading process can help to 
establish a reading routine with your child 

 New or exciting vocabulary can be harvested for children to use in their own work 

 It allows for communication between the parent/carer and teacher regarding what your child is 
reading, the progress the child is making and any difficulties you are experiencing 

 It gives the teacher a prompt for further engaging your child in dialogue about  reading  

 It can help you to track (and celebrate) your child’s progress 

 Discussing reflections together helps children to develop meaningful relationships with the 
literature they read 

 Reflecting on texts develops children’s active reading strategies such as being able to infer, 
make predictions and summarise what they have read 

 
As ever, if you have any questions or concerns about reading, please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s class teacher. 

Important reminders 
 
Please remember that the gates close at 08:50 in the morning. Families must allow time to drop off 
their child/ren and have left the premises by 08:50.  
 
In addition, please remember that children are not permitted to play on or use equipment such as 
balls, the trim trail or the train before or after school. This is for health and safety reasons, and we 
would appreciate our families’ cooperation.  
 
Thank you all in advance for your support. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family members / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the 
roads. We really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a 
sensible place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like. Thank 
you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Reading records – why are they useful? (cont.) 
 
Reading record interviews 
We asked two of our most enthusiastic and reflective readers, Alex and Eddie, to conduct some 
interviews about reading records in our school. The boys did a fantastic job getting some initial 
thoughts from pupils and were keen to find out what children found challenging about reading 
records as well as what they found useful. This led to some fascinating conversations and has given 
us all lots of insight into what is working well with our reading records and ideas for further work we 
can do in this area. 
 
Here are a selection of the quotes that they gathered from pupils: 
‘I find my reading record very useful. I mostly use it as a dictionary for any vocabulary I have found 
and then I use them in my writing. It has made me feel more confident in reading.’ 
 
‘I have found everything about my reading record beneficial to my reading and I like explaining my 
thoughts and feelings about the book and why I like it or dislike it.’ 
 
‘Usually, I use V.I.P.E.R.S in my reading record. I am also trying to use it in lessons as much as 
possible.’ 
 
‘I mostly summarise what I have read and jot down useful vocabulary.’ 
 
‘Although I like my reading record, I find it hard to know what to write in it and I don’t really find the 
time. I still need a bit of help with V.I.P.E.R.S. I like looking back on previous books I have read 
though.’ 
 
‘I like describing what has happened in my book and I think those who struggle with reading should 
do the same as me by describing what has been going on in the book.’ 
 
‘I find my reading record really useful and quite often I am writing about interesting facts or funny 
jokes in my books and list the key events of my books.’ 
 
‘I am never really sure what to write in my reading record and I struggle to find the time.’ 
 
‘I find my reading record useful. It helps me think about what I have just read I often write what 
happened in the back.’ 
 
‘Often I like having a book that I enjoy and I find my reading record useful to find new and exciting 
words to use in my writing.’ 
 
In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more ideas for how to use reading records and some tips 
and ideas for comments that can be written in them. Don’t forget, further information on reading and 
V.I.P.E.R.S can also be found in the Bookfest section of our school website here. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/curriculum/bookfest/
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We have been busy with lots of different activities in Nursery this week. Our playdoh station was 
given a robot theme. We read the children ‘No -Bot’, a story about a robot who looses his bottom and 
then set up nuts and bolts and playdoh for them to construct their own.  We had lots of brilliant 
creations and the children loved the story. We also set up an office role play area with an old 
computer, keyboard and mouse. It sparked so much imaginative play and lots of interesting 
questions about jobs and work! The children have also enjoyed observational flower art, clay making 
and water play with coloured water and different containers.  
 
Our Outdoor Adventure theme this term is mud painting. The children were each given a bucket and 
spade, dug up their mud and then added powder paint, some washing up liquid and a little water. 
They then mixed it all together so it was ready to use as paint. It was so much fun, as well as a great 
mark making  activity. The children painted numbers, letters and drew hearts.  
 
In PE, the children took part in a series of different challenges: running races, speed bounce and 
target throwing. This really challenged them as they had to practise lots of different skills, like 
throwing, jumping and running. We were really impressed with their coordination, strength and ability 
to take turns. There was also lots of cheering on their friends, a lovely opportunity to introduce the 
children to sportsmanship. 
 
We started dough disco this week: we do this activity as it helps to strengthen the children’s fine 
motor muscles to enable them to develop their pencil grip, which in turn will help to develop their 
writing skills. Each child has their own piece of playdoh and uses it to mould and shape to music, 
doing different actions to strengthen different muscles. The children had lots of fun listening to music 
and trying to copy the actions.  
 
In our carpet learning this week, we looked at a new sound ‘e’. We thought of lots of words beginning 
with the initial sound, practised writing the letter and also played a game called silly soup. This 
helped the children to see real objects beginning with and containing our new sound, as well as 
some trick objects to see if they could spot the odd ones out! Next week, we will move onto the letter 
‘u’. I wonder if you could go on a hunt at home to find objects beginning with our new sound?  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It’s been another busy week in Reception and the children had lots of fun learning through the story 
of Mr Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham. In Literacy, the children participated in our weekly 
Drawing Club, drawing and writing about Mr Gumpy and the river he travels down in his boat. There 
were some interesting additions to the children’s river’s including a whale and dolphin, which led to 
fantastic discussions about the Minke whale that had been found at Richmond Lock earlier this 
week. In addition, during literacy lessons, the children explored the meaning of the words ambling, 
trampling, capsizing, flapping, squabbling, drenched and farewell. It has been amazing to see how 
enthusiastic the children are when learning the new vocabulary and how they are using the words in 
their play.  
 
This week’s phonics lessons revised the digraphs and trigraphs, oi, ow, air and ear and the children 
had the opportunity to practise applying these phonemes by reading simple sentences, identifying 
the sounds as they read.  
 
In Maths, the children have been exploring addition stories using the ‘First, Then and Now’ strategy. 
Yet again, we have been blown away by how confident the children are at recalling their number 
bonds to 10 and applying these to solve simple addition word problems.  
 
Mr Gumpy also inspired the children’s play during choosing time, where they enjoyed designing and 
building boats, explored floating and sinking different materials in the water tray and made junk 
model boats, which they tested to see if they would float.   
 
The Outdoor Adventures groups were excited to share what they had done and explained how they 
burnt wood to make charcoal and used it to draw pictures.  
 
Finally, the children were excited to see the different birds of prey that the Falconer brought in and 
listened carefully to what he had to say about the different birds.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, we have been enjoying humorous stories by Ed Vere including ‘Max the Brave’ 
and ‘Max and Bird’. We have focused on active listening. You may have heard your child mention 
our listening ladder. The listening ladder is a tool from the oracy project, Voice 21, which is being 
used throughout our school. We are teaching the children that there are many skills involved in being 
a good listener and that good listening takes commitment and effort. In addition, we have also 
focused on spoken language and on reading comprehension. In Phonics, we have practised using 
the suffixes ‘ing’ and ‘ed’. We now know that ‘ed’ can often sound like a ‘t’ for example, in the word 
‘jumped’, but we are trying not to be tricked!  
 
In Maths, we have consolidated all our learning on multiplication and division. We hope you have 
noticed that your child is now more confident counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and that they can quickly 
double numbers to 10 and beyond. They should also be able to share objects or amounts into equal 
groups. You may like to make use of this skill at home by asking them to share some treats fairly 
amongst your family. How many groups of treats do you need, how many treats are there altogether 
and how many will there be in each group?  
 
In our Science, we explored the school looking to find and identify wild plants. We discussed how 
these plants can sometimes be called weeds but that they provide important habitats for many living 
things. We also considered that some plants, such as grass, could be a wild plant or a garden plant. 
In addition, we are watching our seeds germinating.  
  
This week in History, we looked back at everything we have learnt in Year 1. We recapped our topics 
on Uplands, Mary Seacole and Transport and, in our table groups, created a timeline. Our timelines 
started with the birth of Mary Seacole, then went on to include the inventions of modern transport, 
the building of Uplands Primary School and finally, when we were born.  
 
In Art and Design, we found out more about Barbara Hepworth and enhanced our own abstract 
sculptures by choosing metallic paint to add colour.  
 
In Computing, we really enjoyed choosing backgrounds and characters in Purple Mash Freecode 
Chimp to form the basis of coding our own game.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in Maths, we’ve been learning all about Time! Year 2 have looked at recognising o’clock 
and half past and have grasped this concept really well. We then moved onto looking at quarter past 
and quarter to which has been slightly trickier but the children have been using their knowledge of 
fractions to help them. We’re also working on developing our reasoning and problem solving skills 
within Maths challenges, ensuring that we are really answering the questions and explaining our 
thinking. A great question to ask your children when working on any maths at home is, how do you 
know you are correct? This really encourages them to explain their thinking and deepen their 
mathematical understanding.  
 
The children finished off their dragon stories this week and we also spent time focusing on editing. 
The children know that editing is an extremely important part of writing and we need to do it to 
ensure that our writing is the best it can be. We looked at how to use a thesaurus to up level and 
improve the language in our sentences as well as ensuring that we were using the past tense 
correctly.  
 
In our Art and Design lesson this week, the children looked closely at Philip Treacy’s hat designs. 
They jotted down notes and drew elements that they liked and could look back on to later inspire 
their own hat designs. Later in the lesson, the children then created their own mood boards based 
around a theme of their choosing that they wanted to use for their future hat design. Some children 
opted for nature, others for space, fire, football as well as animals. They added magazine images 
and bits of collage, drawings, sketching techniques and colour to create a bank of ideas and 
inspiration.  
 
Our focus in Computing this week was the Internet. The children had a go at creating an 
informational video to explain the internet to an alien from another planet. The children planned their 
ideas, practised them and then filmed themselves using the iPads. They included top tips on how to 
stay safe as well as how to use the internet correctly and sensibly.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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This week, Year 3 have transformed their initial notes about various fantastic beasts into full, 
highly.detailed non-chronological reports. They have used their knowledge of the animal kingdom 
and Harry Potter to imagine amazing creatures with huge variety in their appearances, behaviours, 
habitats, and defensive abilities. Next week, we will be collating these in-depth reports into a guide, 
tentatively entitled ‘Wonderful Creatures and Where You Might, if You Catch Them in the Right 
Mood and at the Right Time of Day, See Them - Weather Permitting’. 
 
Sunflower-Watch reports great progress this week, with many of the plants poking their leafy heads 
out above the rims of our re-used coffee cups. We’re hoping to be able to re home the marigolds 
soon to allow the local bees and butterflies access. We’ve also been really focusing on recycling as 
much as possible, as well as using as little electricity as we can.  
 
In Maths, we have investigated some other applications of our fractions knowledge. Year 3 have 
discussed tenths and their equivalent decimal; size comparisons of fractions, allowing us to place 
them on number lines; and different techniques to find fractions of amounts.  
 
In Computing, we continued to learn about different features of Microsoft PowerPoint, improving our 
branching stories even further by including hyperlinks. 
 
In Guided Reading, we continued our journey with Plop, the owl who was afraid of the dark. The 
class retrieved information, discussed vocabulary, and made inferences and predictions based on 
what they had read. 
 
‘How to make an emergency call’ was the topic of discussion in PSHE and RHE this week. We 
discussed when a 999 call would be necessary and went through the steps to take before and during 
that call. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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This week, Year 4 enjoyed finding out all about the notorious King Henry VIII. We looked at how 
sources can be used to find out information about historical figures and discussed the importance of 
considering the reliability of these sources. The children then looked at a range of portraits of and 
text extracts about Henry VIII and used evidence to make inferences about his character. After this, 
we split into six groups, each taking the name of one of Henry VIII's wives to prepare, plan and 
deliver a lesson on. We discussed what makes a successful lesson and the children came up with a 
very insightful checklist! The groups then worked really well as a team to research key facts about 
their person and collate these into a fun and interesting lesson. Many groups also included activities 
and quizzes for the class. We definitely have some budding teachers in Year 4! 
 
In Maths this week, we have been looking at money. We began by checking we could recognise the 
different coins and notes and then began to convert between pounds and pence. We then moved on 
to comparing and ordering money. 
 
In Computing this week, the children learned how to use the spellcheck tool in Word. They then 
created a table and added rows and columns. The children used the table to create a rota which 
included the different jobs for a fictional cake sale. For Science this week, the children tested 
different materials to discover which ones would make good electrical conductors and could replace 
wires in a simple series circuit. During this lesson, the children also learned which materials would 
make insulators. 
 
We had two Geography lessons this week, ready for our Design and Technology day next Thursday. 
In our first Geography lesson, we recapped our learning on key features of rivers and the water 
cycle. The children then identified which climate zones and biomes the Amazon Rainforest and 
Atacama Desert are located in and their key aspects. In our second Geography lesson, the children 
identified the physical features of the rainforest and desert and compared them to each other and the 
physical features of Sandhurst. 
 
In RE, following on from our learning about the eightfold path, the children decided which guidance 
they would want to people to live by so that no harm comes to any living thing. They thought about 
what the world would be like if everyone abided by their guidelines. In PSHE and RHE, we talked 
about what to do and who to talk to if the children feel unsafe or bad about an adult. The children 
also thought about general safety and any tips they could share with others. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, the children edited their reports on the modern Olympic Games. They worked 
hard to ensure they included all the relevant learning within their report - organisational and 
presentational devices, parenthesis and fronted adverbials. We moved onto planning and writing a 
diary entry. The children used their knowledge of the Olympics to write a diary imagining they were 
an athlete on the day of an Olympic final. They thought carefully about the events during the day and 
how they would have been feeling if they did compete in a final.   
  
In Maths, we have continued with shapes and looking at 3D shapes. Most of the children are able to 
confidently name different shapes and discuss their properties focusing on faces, edges and 
vertices. The children were very good at guessing their partner’s shape from the clues given. We 
explored different reasoning questions and ensured the children were happy giving reasons for their 
answers. We finished off the week challenging the children to design and make matching 3D shapes. 
 
In Science, we looked at how to ensure that the plants in our growing space yield as many crops as 
possible. The children were set a challenge by a local gardener to identify an organic method to 
prevent crop damage by animals. The children researched different organic methods and provided 
solutions for the gardener.   
  
This week in Art and Design, the children used craft wire to create their sports person sculpture. The 
children worked hard with the pliers to create accurate proportions and positions to make their 
sculpture as life-like as possible.   
  
In RE, we are exploring whether beliefs in Karma, Samsara and Moksha help Hindus lead good 
lives. We started off with an introductory lesson. We watched a short clip and discussed the boy’s 
action and the consequences of his action. The children then had an opportunity to discuss their own 
experiences and consequences of their action. We moved onto discussing the game Snakes and 
Ladders. The children were amazed to hear that the game was originally a Hindu game and 
represents making good and bad decisions in life.  
  
In PE, the children practised the correct technique for throwing a shotput as well as working on their 
long distance over arm throw. Year 5 were focused on improving their technique, power and 
accuracy when completing each throw. The lesson ended with each child completing 2 x 60m 
sprints, focusing on consistency and timing.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It has been another busy week in Y6 and we are all ready for a restful weekend! To finish off the 
week, we enjoyed an exciting visit from some beautiful birds. The children thoroughly enjoyed their 
session, as did the adults!    
 
This week, we finished reading Macbeth. It has been a challenging but enjoyable text and the 
children have taken turns reading a variety of character roles aloud in class, as well as joining in with 
various drama activities with gusto! For our writing focus this week, we have planned and written an 
essay to answer the question, ‘Who was responsible for the downfall of Macbeth?’. We have 
considered a variety of characters within the play and how they may have impacted his journey from 
valiant soldier to ruthless murderer.   
 
We have continued to develop our knowledge of angles in our Maths lessons this week, moving from 
recognising missing angles on a straight line, to being able to identify missing angles around a point 
and within a triangle. We have also used this knowledge to be able to identify more complex missing 
angles. We will continue with this next week.     
 
Following on from last week’s lesson, we reviewed and discussed our initial drawing of 
Michelangelo’s ‘David’ in Art and Design this week. After this, we either improved our existing sketch 
by shading and adding more detail or restarted if we felt we needed to. During our Design and 
Technology lesson, we looked through a variety of recipe books so that we could decide upon a 
meal proposal for our staff client. We will be typing this up and sending it to them next week for their 
approval.   
 
In PE this week, we practised our long throw and shot put, before completing some relay race 
practice – for both the 60m relay and a longer track race. We continued using Kodu in Computing 
and during Science; we used the information collected last week to classify the variety of life within 
the school grounds.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Reading at home 
 
With everything that’s happened over the last year, it’s no surprise that many families have found 
fitting in home reading more of a challenge than usual. The stresses and worries of living in a 
pandemic - not to mention the added pressure of home schooling - have had a huge impact on all our 
families. However, we all know the immense benefits that reading at home provides for children, not 
only in all areas of their academic life but also in terms of their mental health, and social and 
emotional wellbeing. It also provides a time to talk, to share and to bond. If your family have struggled 
to find time to read or fallen out of the routine, the start of a new term could be the perfect time to 
establish reading habits with your child/ren. 
 
With this in mind, we wanted to share some top tips about reading at home. We do know this isn’t 
always easy and that everyone’s circumstances are different; we are here to support or advise you 
with any challenges you may face. Please do reach out to your child’s class teacher if you are finding 
reading at home with your child difficult and they will be happy to work with you in this area. 
 
Find a time that works for you 
For many families, bedtime is the perfect time to snuggle down with a story. It can help soothe 
children before sleep and many will be more keen to read as they perceive they are staying up late to 
do it! For others, they will be too tired in the evening and reading in the morning or straight after 
school works well. Many of our children enjoyed reading to family members over a video call during 
lockdown. 
 
Get into a routine (but don’t be afraid to break it!) 
When a child knows that reading is part of the daily routine, it can help lessen the battle to start. 
However, sometimes plans need to change, so be flexible with yourself and your child in these 
instances. At Uplands, we recommend that children read daily but ask that this takes place a 
minimum of three times a week. 
 
Mix up who reads 
Listening to your child read is incredibly important, but you reading to them can be just as beneficial. 
When they are not having to decode the words, brain space is freed up for children to listen, enjoy 
and comprehend. If your child is tired, you could take it turns to read their reading book. You can also 
choose a more challenging story for you to read aloud to them. There’s nothing quite like a good 
chapter book to keep them wanting to read night after night! 
 
Share what you love 
Try and make reading something for you both to look forward to by choosing exciting and engaging 
books that you enjoy too. Which book could you not put down as a child? If you loved it, the likelihood 
is your child will too! If your child is reluctant at first, try to articulate why you loved it so much to pique 
their interest. Don’t be afraid to put on voices when reading – your child will love it! 
 
Get older siblings in on the action 
One of the greatest challenges can be trying to hear multiple children read regularly. Depending on 
the ages of your children, you may be able to choose a novel to read to siblings that they will all enjoy 
but you can also encourage older siblings to read to younger ones, and to listen to them read and 
give feedback. They may love being a teacher and can even write in their reading record. It will also 
help to reinforce their own learning. 
 
 
Continued on the next page... 
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Reading at home (continued) 
 
Reading doesn’t have to involve books 
Opportunities for reading can be found everywhere you go and reluctant readers will often be more 
engaged if they feel there is a purpose for reading. Instructions for games, recipes, magazines, 
comics and even the back of a cereal box will all help children to practise their reading skills. If your 
child asks a question about something they are curious about, encourage them to help you look up 
the answer. 
 
Read for different reasons 
As teachers, we often talk to our pupils about different reasons for reading. Sometimes, we read to 
find out information on a subject, sometimes for enjoyment and sometimes for challenge. We 
encourage to children to relish the joy in successfully tackling a difficult text and thrashing out the 
meaning but, sometimes, we all need to read a simpler or more familiar book just for fun! If your child 
wants to read the same book a hundred times, that’s fine… as long as they mix it up with some other 
reading material too!  
 
Let reading spark conversations 
One of the greatest pleasures in reading with your child is finding out their opinions on new topics and 
discovering new concepts, ideas and vocabulary together. Don’t be afraid to deviate as needed with 
their interests and questions – engagement and meaningful conversations with you are so beneficial 
for your child’s development. 
 
Make it fun! 
For younger children particularly, finding a love of stories is the most fundamental aspect of learning 
to read. Retelling well known stories (maybe with your child starring!), acting out stories, repeating 
refrains together, using funny voices and enjoying rhymes are all hugely beneficial to children’s 
development. With older children, funny, interesting and exciting texts make the hard work of reading 
worth it for them. For reluctant readers, go with their interests where you can. If your child is 
struggling to find books that they enjoy, do speak to you child’s teacher. 
 
Give them praise 
We know that listening to your child read can be a painstaking experience at times! Learning to read 
requires so many processes to be simultaneously taking place in the brain and it can be extremely 
tiring for children – sometimes it may feel like they keep making the same mistakes again and again. 
However, the more they practise, the more they will progress, even if it is gradual. Try to help your 
child identify their successes: new sounds they have learned, a word they managed to decode, a 
clever deduction they made or some lovely expression they used. This is particularly helpful for them 
if it was something they found difficult previously. Making notes in your child’s reading record with 
them can help them to reflect on their progress and celebrate their achievements. 
 
We hope that you have found these tips useful. In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more 
information about reading. If there is any guidance that you feel would be particularly useful, 
please don’t hesitate to let us know via email (office@uplandsberkshire.org). 

Volunteers for premises works 
 
We are looking for volunteers to offer their time to support us with general (and more technical) 
premises projects around the school. This could be during the day (away from pupils and staff), after 
school or weekends. If you can offer your time, please email office@uplandsberkshire.org to register 
your interest in supporting us and provide any availability. 
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Taking the correct COVID-19 test 
 
Below is a graphic produced by Bracknell Forest Council, who hope it will help families make the 
correct choice on which test to take (LFD or PCR test), both for children and adults. There is also a 
link in the corner for an interactive map of where collection points are. We hope this is helpful. 

Find out where to get 

rapid lateral flow 

tests—NHS (test-and-

trace.nhs.uk) 
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