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Welcoming the new chicks! 
 
The pupils of Uplands Primary School and Nursery have loved meeting Mr Sherwood’s new chicks, 
Herbie and Chive! Herbie and Chive will go home to live with Mr Sherwood and his wife, but the 
chicks have enjoyed a week of attention from the pupils (and staff!). We have discussed hatching, 
looking after the chicks and what happens as they grow up, and the children have shown such care 
when gently handling the chicks.  
 
Here are some photos from the week, including the chicks helping Mr Sherwood with his school 
work, and sleeping on his shoulder! 

Important reminders 
 
Please remember that the gates close at 08:50 in the morning. Families must allow time to drop off 
their child/ren and have left the premises by 08:50.  
 
In addition, please remember that children are not permitted to play on or use equipment such as 
balls, the trim trail or the train before or after school. This is for health and safety reasons, and we 
would appreciate our families’ cooperation.  
 
Thank you all in advance for your support. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Reading records – why are they useful? 
 
Reading records are an important part of your child’s reading journey. Reflecting on what one has 
read is an integral part of the reading process and allows your child to digest, better comprehend and 
thoughtfully respond to what they have read or listened to. 
 
For younger children, this will tend to be a conversation between you and your child, which you can 
then make a brief note of in the reading record. As your child becomes more able and independent, 
they will increasingly be able to note down their own thoughts and reflections, but it is lovely to still 
see parents and carers occasionally commenting on their child’s reading at any age. 
 
Entries in pupils’ reading records can relate to anything they have read: their school book, a book 
from home, an audiobook, a book someone else has read to them, a magazine, comic, or even a 
recipe. Notes in the reading record do not have to be lengthy and can be written at a later point or 
the next day if not convenient when reading. Some of our older children make their notes in their 
reading records the next morning after reading the previous evening. Having a selection of nice pens 
handy can provide good encouragement for children! 
 
We understand that it is not always practical to record everything your child has read but giving a 
flavour of their reading experiences and taking a moment to reflect on a selection of these is hugely 
beneficial for your child’s reading development. 
 
Here are some of the key reasons reading records are useful: 

 Jotting down some notes or a short comment as part of the reading process can help to 
establish a reading routine with your child 

 New or exciting vocabulary can be harvested for children to use in their own work 

 It allows for communication between the parent/carer and teacher regarding what your child is 
reading, the progress the child is making and any difficulties you are experiencing 

 It gives the teacher a prompt for further engaging your child in dialogue about  reading  

 It can help you to track (and celebrate) your child’s progress 

 Discussing reflections together helps children to develop meaningful relationships with the 
literature they read 

 Reflecting on texts develops children’s active reading strategies such as being able to infer, 
make predictions and summarise what they have read 

 
As ever, if you have any questions or concerns about reading, please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s class teacher. 

Mental Health Awareness Week 
 
Mental Health Awareness Week takes place from 10 to 16 May 2021. This year, Mental Health UK 
are inviting you to immerse yourself in the '5 Ways to Wellbeing', while reconnecting with nature 
across the week. The ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing’ are a set of pillars which are key to improving our 
mental health. Modelled by the New Economics Foundation, they’re geared around themes of social 
connectedness, physical activity, awareness, learning, and giving. 
 
Across the week, join in by building in some small yet effective activities into your daily lives to feel 
more positive and able to get the most out of life! 
 
Click here to visit the Mental Health UK website for ideas on how you can join in. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://mentalhealth-uk.org/get-involved/mental-health-awareness-days/mental-health-awareness-week/#:~:text=Mental%20Health%20Awareness%20Week%20takes%20place%20from%20Monday,working%20on%20getting%20everything%20ready%20behind%20the%20scenes.
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. We 
really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a sensible 
place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Reading records – why are they useful? (cont.) 
 
Reading record interviews 
We asked two of our most enthusiastic and reflective readers, Alex and Eddie, to conduct some 
interviews about reading records in our school. The boys did a fantastic job getting some initial 
thoughts from pupils and were keen to find out what children found challenging about reading 
records as well as what they found useful. This led to some fascinating conversations and has given 
us all lots of insight into what is working well with our reading records and ideas for further work we 
can do in this area. 
 
Here are a selection of the quotes that they gathered from pupils: 
‘I find my reading record very useful. I mostly use it as a dictionary for any vocabulary I have found 
and then I use them in my writing. It has made me feel more confident in reading.’ 
 
‘I have found everything about my reading record beneficial to my reading and I like explaining my 
thoughts and feelings about the book and why I like it or dislike it.’ 
 
‘Usually, I use V.I.P.E.R.S in my reading record. I am also trying to use it in lessons as much as 
possible.’ 
 
‘I mostly summarise what I have read and jot down useful vocabulary.’ 
 
‘Although I like my reading record, I find it hard to know what to write in it and I don’t really find the 
time. I still need a bit of help with V.I.P.E.R.S. I like looking back on previous books I have read 
though.’ 
 
‘I like describing what has happened in my book and I think those who struggle with reading should 
do the same as me by describing what has been going on in the book.’ 
 
‘I find my reading record really useful and quite often I am writing about interesting facts or funny 
jokes in my books and list the key events of my books.’ 
 
‘I am never really sure what to write in my reading record and I struggle to find the time.’ 
 
‘I find my reading record useful. It helps me think about what I have just read I often write what 
happened in the back.’ 
 
‘Often I like having a book that I enjoy and I find my reading record useful to find new and exciting 
words to use in my writing.’ 
 
In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more ideas for how to use reading records and some tips 
and ideas for comments that can be written in them. Don’t forget, further information on reading and 
V.I.P.E.R.S can also be found in the Bookfest section of our school website here. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/curriculum/bookfest/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay system, which 
is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay). We cannot accept cash or 
cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. The link 
for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Friday 14th May   Whole School Falconry Day—details to follow 

Friday 28th May   Inset Day 5  

Thursday 17th June   Year 5 Science Day 

Wednesday 23rd June   Year 6 Class Photograph 

Friday 25th June   UFC ‘Break the Rules’ day—details to follow 

Wednesday  30th June   Year N to Year 5 Class Photographs 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2021—2022 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

Wed 01.09.2021 Mon 01.11.2021 Tue 04.01.2022 Mon 21.02.2022 Fri 27.05.2022 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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Dogs on site 
 
We are pleased to announce that we now have an area where parents/carers can tie up dogs when 
they drop off or pick up children. This is located to the left of the main green gate on the Albion Road 
entrance, and is an inset part of the wooden fence where dogs can remain off the path and away 
from other families and children.  
 
Please note that Uplands takes no responsibility for the security or safety of any animal on 
site, and animals tethered in this area (and their actions) are the owner’s responsibility. Also, 
if you tie your dog up, please clear up after them. 
 
Please also note that dogs are not allowed on site, either on a lead or being carried. 

Vodafone 30GB data SIM cards 
 
We still have spare 30GB data SIM cards available. If you are struggling with internet at home or 
have patches with poor internet, get in touch and we will give you a free data SIM card! This offer is 
for anyone in the school who needs it. 

Taking the correct COVID-19 test 
 
Below is a graphic produced by Bracknell Forest Council, who hope it will help families make the 
correct choice on which test to take (LFD or PCR test), both for children and adults. There is also a 
link in the corner for an interactive map of where collection points are. We hope this is helpful. 

Find out where to get 

rapid lateral flow 

tests—NHS (test-and-

trace.nhs.uk) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Another busy week in Nursery! We were lucky enough to be able to take the children over to meet 
the Uplands chicks: Herbie and Chive. We all really enjoyed our cuddles and we were so proud of 
how the children understood the need to be quiet and gentle around them.   
 
To help the children explore how things work, we gave them some old electrical items and 
screwdrivers to take them apart with. The children were so engaged in this tinkering activity and were 
really intrigued to see what lay inside the various items (as were we). It gave them lots of chance to 
practise their fine motor skills, hand eye coordination and sparked lots of interesting questions and 
conversations.   
 
We were inspired by the wind one afternoon to make and fly kites. We gathered all the resources we 
would need and the children helped us to cut out the paper into the correct shape, and decorate and 
assemble their kites. We then went to fly them around the garden, we talked about why they would 
only fly high in the wind, and if we could help them fly even higher by running. This play continued 
into the next day when some children independently went to make their own kites, as they had 
enjoyed it so much the day before.  
 
Since the children have been so interested in planting, we set up sunflower planting this week. All 
the children were given the chance to plant their own sunflower seed in a pot to bring home to grow. 
We discussed what they would need to do to care for the plants to help them grow; ensure they have 
water and plenty of sun. We would love to see any pictures of how big their sunflowers grow at 
home! 
 
This week, we have learnt a new letter sound ‘ck’, and even though this was a slightly different 
sound, we still thought of many words ending in ‘ck’. For our sounds learning next week, we will be 
moving onto looking at ‘e’.  We are going to carry on looking at 3D shapes next week, focusing on 
the cube, as this was a tricky concept for many of the children.  
 
Can we politely ask that all items of clothing and bottles are named. We are at capacity now and with 
so many jumpers, cardigans etc. all looking the same, we really have no way of knowing whose is 
whose otherwise. Thank you to those of you who have already labelled everything.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It’s been a week of celebration in Reception, as not only did we have lots of birthdays, but the 
children were excited to hear the news about Herbie the chick pecking her way through her egg to 
greet the world. Throughout this week, the children have enjoyed watching Herbie and her sibling 
Chive in their cage and were thrilled when they had the opportunity to hold them. We were so 
impressed with how calm and gentle the children were when holding the chicks and the range of 
thoughtful questions they asked about them.    
 
The chicken theme continued through all this week’s learning. In literacy lessons, the children 
listened to the traditional tale of Chicken Licken, where again, the children participated in Drawing 
Club, learning new vocabulary associated with the story. This week’s new words were devoured, 
crafty, smirking, parading and royal. The children also had fun drawing Foxy Loxy and writing 
sentences about him using their phonic skills. We are so proud of the children’s independence in 
applying their phonic knowledge when attempting to write a sentence.   
 
Chicken Licken also featured in our Finger Gym activities too, where the children made multilink 
chickens, cut and stuck a story board of the story and practised the curly caterpillar letters c, o and 
a.  
 
In Maths, the children used coins to make amounts to 10p. Through exploring what coins could make 
differing amounts, they realised that they could only use the numbers 1,2, 5 and 10 to make up to 
10p.  
 
Finally, it has been lovely to see the children using the skills they have learnt during Outdoor 
Adventures in their play.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, we have started to write letters back to the crayon characters from our story 
'The Day the Crayons Quit'. We have tried our best to persuade the crayons not to give up. In our 
writing, we have concentrated on punctuation. We have been thinking about whether a full stop, 
exclamation mark or question mark would be most suitable for the end of each sentence. In addition, 
we are still reminding the children to use a capital letter for the start of every sentence as well as for 
proper nouns such as names. While supporting the children's writing, we noticed that some children 
were confused about forming capital letters and so we made this the focus of our handwriting lesson. 
We remembered that capital letters should not be joined and therefore they do not have lead-ins or 
lead-outs. Also, capital letters should be tall. We hope that the children will remember to use lovely 
handwriting when practising their spellings at home. 
 
In Maths, we have learnt about multiplication and division. We have looked at arrays which are when 
objects are organised into rows and columns. We have discussed how rows go side to side like the 
seats in a cinema and columns go up and down like the columns on a building. With an array that 
has 5 rows and 2 columns we can see that 2+2+2+2+2=10 and 5+5=10 which will help us when we 
start more multiplication work in Year 2. From the same array, we could also see that 10 can be 
shared into 5 groups of 2 or 2 groups of 5 which helps us to understand division. In addition, we have 
practically shared sweets into equal groups and we have learnt about doubles.  
 
In Art and Design, we have started to create abstract clay sculptures inspired by natural shapes and 
by the work of Barbara Hepworth. We have continued to learn about working with clay using a range 
of techniques and different tools.  
 
In Computing, we have developed our coding skills using Purple Mash 2-Code. The children are able 
to use their Purple Mash logins from home should they wish to show you their coding. 
 
In History, we have been learning about how the changes in transportation over the last 100 years 
have affected British citizens. In pairs, we pretended to be newspaper reporters and asked each 
other questions about old and modern transportation. Some pairs then got to perform their interviews 
in front of the class. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in Maths, we’ve continued to explore Fractions. We’ve spent time looking more closely at 
how to find fractions of both numbers and shapes in order to consolidate the children’s 
understanding. We’ve looked at both unit and non-unit fractions and compared the two. We’ve also 
been doing lots of quick fire questions and the children’s confidence in fractions has really grown 
since coming back after the Easter break.  
 
In English, we’ve begun writing our dragon stories. The children are imagining that they are Hiccup 
from How to Train Your Dragon and are about to embark on an adventure to catch their first ever 
dragon. We’ve talked a lot about how to create suspense and build up our stories and the children 
loved sharing the first parts of their writing with the class. They should be really proud of their 
creativity and they’ve shown just what you can achieve when you really concentrate and focus on the 
task at hand! Well done Year 2! 
 
In our History lesson, we continued looking at some key women in History, considering all they had 
achieved and overcome. The children were particularly interested in both Helen Keller and Harriet 
Tubman, who both showed tremendous bravery, determination and perseverance.  
 
As part of our Computing unit, the children learnt about email and had a go at practising their email 
skills using Purple Mash. They then finished their lesson by sharing their email tips with Mr 
Sherwood via Outlook.  
 
We had so much fun on Tuesday when we went to visit the chicks. Herbie and Chive were extremely 
cute and the children really enjoyed meeting them and giving them a stroke and a cuddle. The 
children were really brave and conquered feelings of uncertainty. It was hard to leave our new fluffy 
school members and head back to class! 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Year 3 have broadened their Harry Potter horizons this week, exploring the discoveries of Newt 
Scamander. We analysed some non-chronological reports to help us to organise our own, thinking 
about the habitat, diet, appearance and behaviour of some fantastic beasts! The children then 
imagined their own wild and wonderful creatures. 
 
Our sunflowers and marigolds continue to grow beautifully, some of them even poking their heads 
above the rim of the coffee cups already! 
 
In Maths, we extended our knowledge of fractions to tenths. We compared, counted, added and 
subtracted tenths to deepen our knowledge even further.  
 
In Geography, the children have continued their work on North America, thinking about some of the 
physical geographical features. We discussed what effect physical features might have on 
populations across North America and made some interesting discoveries about forests and 
mountains. 
 
In Computing, we continued building our presentations, filling out our story slides and including 
themes, transitions, colours, and animations in our work. 
 
The children also very much enjoyed meeting Herbie, the chick, at the end of last week!  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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We have started a new English topic this week in Year 4: the Tudors. Many of the children have 
already begun enthusiastically reading up on this subject and each day seems to bring more 
fascinating facts (some gory and gruesome of course!) to be shared and discussed. In class, we 
learned about the kinds of people living in Tudor times and how their lives would differ. The children 
conducted research into Tudor life including houses, food, jobs, entertainment, education and, most 
excitingly, crime and punishment! These facts were then used to plan and write a Tudor diary entry 
and the children strove to create authentic-sounding pieces. In Reading, we thought about the use of 
our reading records, both what we find useful and challenging. The children shared tips and advice 
well and enjoyed giving their opinions. In Maths, we have continued to revise our arithmetic skills and 
worked hard to tackle areas of this which the children find challenging, celebrating our progress 
along the way. We also learned how to round decimals to the nearest integer. Next week, we will be 
learning about money. We realise it is more challenging than usual to involve children in shopping at 
present but if you happen to be using cash over the weekend, please do use the opportunity to 
remind your child of the different coins and notes ready for next week. 
 
We had double Science this week. In our first lesson, we identified from a diagram whether we 
thought a circuit would light the bulb and then made the circuit to check. We drew the correct circuit 
for those that we thought wouldn't light. We identified components that may be broken (broken 
filaments) as well as incomplete circuits. In our second lesson, we learnt about switches and then 
made our own. We then used our switches to open and close our circuits to make our bulbs light. In 
Geography, we looked at the location of South America related to hemispheres, the equator, the 
tropics and circles. We learnt about how extreme weather caused by El Nino and La Nina can affect 
countries around the world. To finish our lesson, we looked at time zones and whether South 
America is in front of or behind the UK. In RE, we continued our Buddhism topic by focusing on the 
right action and bringing no harm to any living thing. We looked at different jobs and had to decide 
and explain whether we thought each job would be suitable for a Buddhist or not. In PSHE and RHE, 
we discussed privacy and how each person's body belongs to them. We revisited the NSPCC 
Pantosaurus song that the children may have heard in Year 2. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, we continued exploring the Olympic Games. The children were lucky enough 
to have a Zoom call with a 2x Olympic swimming finalist - Andrew Willis. They were able to listen to 
his experiences of the London 2012 and Rio 2016 Olympic Games and ask him questions. The 
children tried on his presentation jacket and one of his medals. They used their plan and model text 
to write a report on the modern games. We edited our writing focusing on spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. Next week, they will be using all their Olympic knowledge to write a diary entry as if 
they were an athlete who has taken part in an Olympic final. 
 
In Maths, we have continued exploring angles and relating these to shapes. The children have 
proved that angles in a triangle equal 180 degrees and angles in quadrilaterals equal 360 degrees. 
The children used their previous knowledge to work out missing angles of shapes. We moved onto 
recapping 2D shapes and naming them.  
 
In Science, we planned what we might plant in a growing space to produce crops of fruits, 
vegetables or flowers. We thought about what sort of crops we would grow and when they would 
need to be planted so they all produce their yield at the same time. The children produced a crop 
planner grid to help them plan and organise the growing sequence of their chosen plants.  
 
In Art and Design, we discussed main features and proportions. The children were able to spend 
time looking and discussing their work with their talk partner to identify some strengths and an area 
for improvement. The children then spent some time making those improvements to their sketch. In 
History, the children have developed their understanding of the Greek Empire and its impact on the 
wider world, including Britain. Each house was given a different area and they used different books 
to create a mini presentation to share with the rest of the class.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, the children continued to look at First Aid. They recapped what they learnt last 
week before practising how to call an ambulance in case they are ever in an emergency situation. In 
PE, we have been working on race management. We explored different styles of running when 
completing different race distances. The children have worked extremely hard on achieving their 
personal bests in both the 200m sprint and the cross-country run.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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I hope you all enjoyed the rather wet and windy bank holiday weekend. We were all very keen to get 
back into school and see how Mr Sherwood’s cute little chick, a.k.a. Herbie, was getting on. This 
week in English, we have focused on creating an emotional impact with our writing. We have 
reached the stage in Macbeth where Lady Macbeth is struggling with the repercussions of her 
actions and have thought carefully about the impact this would have had on her mental health, 
writing a dairy entry to show her inner turmoil. The children created some superb pieces of writing!   
  
During our Maths lessons, we learnt how to calculate the mean average and used this knowledge to 
solve a range of problems, before moving onto our new unit on Geometry. We then explored how to 
accurately measure and draw angles using a protractor. We also honed our accuracy when drawing 
straight lines to the nearest mm – not always as easy as you would think!   
 
We continued to learn about basic First Aid during PSHE/RHE this week. In small groups, the 
children practised making emergency phone calls to cover a range of difference scenarios. This was 
to ensure that they know what information they would need to provide as well as to help them 
remember it, using the anacronym L.I.O.N.E.L. They also covered D.R.S.A.B.C., the primary survey 
for when you encounter a casualty. In French, the children are learning about minibeasts and how to 
describe them. The children practised their French by asking and answering a range of questions.  
  
We revisited sketching techniques in Art and Design and used these to begin drawing the bust of 
Michelangelo’s ‘David’. We will develop this sketch next week, aiming to represent ‘David’ accurately 
and in proportion to the original. In Science, we continued learning about how scientists classify 
living things according to their features. This week, we used our knowledge to survey the school 
grounds, identifying the range of plant and animal life we have here.    
 
We started a new computer programming unit this week using Kodu, building on the skills and 
knowledge the children already have already developed through Scratch and other programs. 
Finally, during PE this week, we continued to improve our athletic techniques, looking at different 
styles of running when completing the 200m and cross-country run.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Reading at home 
 
With everything that’s happened over the last year, it’s no surprise that many families have found 
fitting in home reading more of a challenge than usual. The stresses and worries of living in a 
pandemic - not to mention the added pressure of home schooling - have had a huge impact on all our 
families. However, we all know the immense benefits that reading at home provides for children, not 
only in all areas of their academic life but also in terms of their mental health, and social and 
emotional wellbeing. It also provides a time to talk, to share and to bond. If your family have struggled 
to find time to read or fallen out of the routine, the start of a new term could be the perfect time to 
establish reading habits with your child/ren. 
 
With this in mind, we wanted to share some top tips about reading at home. We do know this isn’t 
always easy and that everyone’s circumstances are different; we are here to support or advise you 
with any challenges you may face. Please do reach out to your child’s class teacher if you are finding 
reading at home with your child difficult and they will be happy to work with you in this area. 
 
Find a time that works for you 
For many families, bedtime is the perfect time to snuggle down with a story. It can help soothe 
children before sleep and many will be more keen to read as they perceive they are staying up late to 
do it! For others, they will be too tired in the evening and reading in the morning or straight after 
school works well. Many of our children enjoyed reading to family members over a video call during 
lockdown. 
 
Get into a routine (but don’t be afraid to break it!) 
When a child knows that reading is part of the daily routine, it can help lessen the battle to start. 
However, sometimes plans need to change, so be flexible with yourself and your child in these 
instances. At Uplands, we recommend that children read daily but ask that this takes place a 
minimum of three times a week. 
 
Mix up who reads 
Listening to your child read is incredibly important, but you reading to them can be just as beneficial. 
When they are not having to decode the words, brain space is freed up for children to listen, enjoy 
and comprehend. If your child is tired, you could take it turns to read their reading book. You can also 
choose a more challenging story for you to read aloud to them. There’s nothing quite like a good 
chapter book to keep them wanting to read night after night! 
 
Share what you love 
Try and make reading something for you both to look forward to by choosing exciting and engaging 
books that you enjoy too. Which book could you not put down as a child? If you loved it, the likelihood 
is your child will too! If your child is reluctant at first, try to articulate why you loved it so much to pique 
their interest. Don’t be afraid to put on voices when reading – your child will love it! 
 
Get older siblings in on the action 
One of the greatest challenges can be trying to hear multiple children read regularly. Depending on 
the ages of your children, you may be able to choose a novel to read to siblings that they will all enjoy 
but you can also encourage older siblings to read to younger ones, and to listen to them read and 
give feedback. They may love being a teacher and can even write in their reading record. It will also 
help to reinforce their own learning. 
 
 
Continued on the next page... 
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Reading at home (continued) 
 
Reading doesn’t have to involve books 
Opportunities for reading can be found everywhere you go and reluctant readers will often be more 
engaged if they feel there is a purpose for reading. Instructions for games, recipes, magazines, 
comics and even the back of a cereal box will all help children to practise their reading skills. If your 
child asks a question about something they are curious about, encourage them to help you look up 
the answer. 
 
Read for different reasons 
As teachers, we often talk to our pupils about different reasons for reading. Sometimes, we read to 
find out information on a subject, sometimes for enjoyment and sometimes for challenge. We 
encourage to children to relish the joy in successfully tackling a difficult text and thrashing out the 
meaning but, sometimes, we all need to read a simpler or more familiar book just for fun! If your child 
wants to read the same book a hundred times, that’s fine… as long as they mix it up with some other 
reading material too!  
 
Let reading spark conversations 
One of the greatest pleasures in reading with your child is finding out their opinions on new topics and 
discovering new concepts, ideas and vocabulary together. Don’t be afraid to deviate as needed with 
their interests and questions – engagement and meaningful conversations with you are so beneficial 
for your child’s development. 
 
Make it fun! 
For younger children particularly, finding a love of stories is the most fundamental aspect of learning 
to read. Retelling well known stories (maybe with your child starring!), acting out stories, repeating 
refrains together, using funny voices and enjoying rhymes are all hugely beneficial to children’s 
development. With older children, funny, interesting and exciting texts make the hard work of reading 
worth it for them. For reluctant readers, go with their interests where you can. If your child is 
struggling to find books that they enjoy, do speak to you child’s teacher. 
 
Give them praise 
We know that listening to your child read can be a painstaking experience at times! Learning to read 
requires so many processes to be simultaneously taking place in the brain and it can be extremely 
tiring for children – sometimes it may feel like they keep making the same mistakes again and again. 
However, the more they practise, the more they will progress, even if it is gradual. Try to help your 
child identify their successes: new sounds they have learned, a word they managed to decode, a 
clever deduction they made or some lovely expression they used. This is particularly helpful for them 
if it was something they found difficult previously. Making notes in your child’s reading record with 
them can help them to reflect on their progress and celebrate their achievements. 
 
We hope that you have found these tips useful. In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more 
information about reading. If there is any guidance that you feel would be particularly useful, 
please don’t hesitate to let us know via email (office@uplandsberkshire.org). 

Volunteers for premises works 
 
We are looking for volunteers to offer their time to support us with general (and more technical) 
premises projects around the school. This could be during the day (away from pupils and staff), after 
school or weekends. If you can offer your time, please email office@uplandsberkshire.org to register 
your interest in supporting us and provide any availability. 
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 retailers 
linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you are eligible for 
a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is turned into a donation 
and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see your purchases—we just 
receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. 
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