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Welcome back!  
 
It has been wonderful to have the children back for the start of the Summer Term. Although the 
COVID-19 pandemic is certainly not over, it has felt a little more ‘normal’ with the sun shining and 
everyone back after a restful break. In fact, for the first time in a long time, on one day ths week we 
had every single child in all the classes from Reception to Year 6 (all 212!). To me, this highlights 
how much families and pupils want to be back at school, and everyone has been in good spirits. 
 
Next week, we will be welcoming in some eggs which are currently incubating. The pupils will be able 
to watch the eggs during the week and watch the little chicks hatch! They will then go to live at my 
house, but may make visits to Uplands (like Mrs Brooker’s chickens have done in the past!) next term 
or in future academic years. 
 
Wishing us all a wonderful Summer Term. 
 
Mr Sherwood 
Head Teacher  

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. We 
really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a sensible 
place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

National survey of children: The Big Ask 

 
The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched The Big Ask – 
the largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out children’s 
concerns and aspirations about the future, so that we can put children at the heart of our country’s 
recovery from the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
 
Along with schools, parents/carers and those working with children are also invited to complete the 
adult survey to share their views about the future for children and young people today, and what they 
think is holding young people back. 
 
The results from this survey will help the Children’s Commissioner identify the barriers preventing 
children from reaching their potential, put forward solutions and set ambitious goals for the country to 
achieve. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://thebigask.uk/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, 
which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands 
website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Friday 14th May   Whole School Falconry Day—details to follow 

Thursday 17th June   Year 5 Science Day 

Wednesday 24th June   Year 6 Class Photograph 

Wednesday  30th June   Year N—Year 5 Class Photographs 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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Uplands Fundraising Community updates 

Raise BIG donations on household bills with easyfundraising 
You could raise up to £215 for Uplands Primary School and Nursery when you use easyfundraising 
to save money on your household bills including car and home insurance, energy, phone contract or 
broadband. Uswitch, GoCompare, Confused.com and many more will all donate to us for FREE! 
 
If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, it’s easy and completely FREE. These donations really 
help us, so it would be great if you could take a moment to get started!  
You can find our easyfundraising page here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Raise donations on your holiday bookings  
If you’re planning to go on holiday, did you know you can raise FREE funds using easyfundraising for 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery when you book? 
  
Whether you’re booking a future holiday or a short getaway, if you book via easyfundraising on TUI, 
Booking.com, Expedia, First Choice, Hotels.com, Cottages.com, HomeAway easyJet holidays, 
PurpleParking plus 250+ other well-known travel companies, you’ll raise free funds for us at no extra 
cost to you. 
  
You can also raise money by booking your airport parking, transfers and even your foreign currency 
and travel insurance! Find out more here. 
 
In general... 
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online. Over 4,400 shops and sites 
will donate to Uplands Primary School and Nursery, including all the big names like eBay, John 
Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, M&S and Just Eat! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-when-you-getaway?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-trvl21-e1
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We have loved welcoming the children back to nursery this week, as well as settling in some new 
children. Our main task this week has been beginning to plant the garden ready for summer. The 
children have loved being involved in the process. We started to plant up our bath, but realised there 
was no drainage, so a group of children went on a hunt for stones in the main school’s woodland 
area (Squirrel Wood). They did a fantastic job, and then helped to fill and plant the bath. The children 
will help us to water the flowers over the coming weeks and we can’t wait to watch them bloom.  
 
The children have experimented with watercolour paints this week and painting on different 
materials. We provided a net curtain for the children to have a go at painting. They were really 
engaged in the process and it now looks beautiful where different flower patterns have been painted. 
We are moving more towards this type of process art, so there may be less physical artwork coming 
home.  
 
Something exciting happened in nursery this week: our caterpillars arrived! The children will have the 
chance to discover the life cycle of a butterfly first hand, from tiny caterpillars to emerging as 
beautiful butterflies. We will read and discover more about life cycles and also understand how to 
respect and take care of our caterpillars.  
 
The children have done an absolutely amazing job during our phonics learning this week, and have 
thought of so many different words beginning with our sound of the week ‘c’. Next week, we will 
begin to look at a new sound ‘k’. We will start to look at a rectangle and discuss how we can tell it is 
different from a square, as well as recapping the shapes we have already learnt.  
 
With the weather getting warmer, please can we ask that the children come in with a labelled sun hat 
in their bag. On hotter days, please apply sun cream to your child at home and provide a named 
bottle of sun cream, which we can then reapply where necessary. 

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week, Reception have enjoyed becoming Geographers and exploring the world in which we live. 
On Monday, the class listened to the story ‘Me on a Map’, which took them on a journey from space 
to the front door, looking at their place in the world. We followed up the story, with searching Google 
Earth, following the journey from planet Earth to the continent of Europe, the UK, England, 
Sandhurst and finally Uplands Primary School and Nursery. We enjoyed looking at the aerial map of 
Uplands and identifying their class garden and classroom, alongside other school landmarks.  
 
The geography theme formed part of this week’s literacy lessons too, where the children looked at all 
the different types of maps we use to help us find our way around, from maps of a zoo to the satnav 
in a car. The children then thought about what an aerial map of our classroom would look like and 
created their own maps, writing a sentence about where some of the main features are, such as the 
book corner or sink.   
 
On Tuesday, the children listened to the story of 'We Travel Far', which took them on safari around 
the world and they discovered the countries some of the wild animals come from and had fun 
locating them on a map. They then created their own old maps by staining them with teabags. 
 
In Maths, we have been learning about fact families and the relationship between numbers. The 
children explored the fact families for 5 and found the numbers which worked together to make the 
addition and subtraction facts, e.g., 2+3=5, 3+2=5, 5-3=2, 5-2=3.  
 
Finally, on Wednesday, the children were introduced to Cubetto, our class robot, and had a go at 
programming him to follow a route on a floor map and get to different landmarks. There were lots of 
mistakes and wrong turns along the way, but they managed to get Cubetto to his destination.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What beautiful weather to welcome in the Summer Term! This week, we have been full of energy 
and enjoying our learning together. 
 
In English, we shared the story 'The Day the Crayons Quit'. To help us to understand the feelings of 
the poor crayons in this funny book, we acted out their emotions. We also wrote captions advertising 
the crayons' complaints. Towards the end of the week, we planned a letter from a character. We will 
continue this writing next week. 
 
In Maths, we revised counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and started to use this skill to solve problems; for 
example, 'How many eyes would 7 children have?' or 'How many fingers are on 10 hands?' We 
noticed how much more confident the children have become with their skip counting and that they 
are starting to choose which kind of counting would be helpful for solving different problems. Maybe 
you would like to try this at home too. 
 
In Art, we will be studying sculpture. This week, we discussed 'What is sculpture?'. The children were 
fascinated by images of 'Leviathan' by Anish Kapoor. We went outside to create our own temporary 
den-like sculptures and explored the contrasts between the inside and outside spaces of our 
creations.  
 
In Science, Computing and History we have also begun new topics. In Science, we will be learning 
about plants; in Computing we will continue to develop our coding skills and in History we will be 
focusing on transport. 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It’s been so lovely to be back together in school this week after the Easter break! We’ve started the 
term off with an exciting English unit all about How to Train your Dragon. We read the first chapter as 
a class and then the children wrote their own instructions about how to catch their very own dragon. 
They used tips from the book such as not lingering too long in a cave full of dragons but also thought 
of their own inventive ideas. They included imperative verbs, adverbs as well as time adverbials to 
make their instructions clear and easy to follow. 
 
In Maths, we’ve been looking at 3D shapes and recognising their properties. The children know that 
3D shapes have faces and we’ve been learning how to count and recognise those, as well as 
vertices and edges. The children also noticed that 3D shapes can be found in real objects and our 
class favourite has to be the cone as it reminds us of ice cream! It would be lovely if the children 
could have a little 3D shape hunt at home and see what 3D shapes they can find in their own living 
rooms, bedrooms, kitchens and beyond! It would certainly help their understanding. 
 
In PSHE/RHE, we’ve been thinking about our families and how they care for, love, provide for and 
protect us. The children shared examples with the class and we thought about just how much our 
parents/carers do for us in order to keep us safe, happy and well looked after. In DT this week, the 
children enjoyed finishing their Loom frames. They sawed notches, assembled the frames and 
added the warp strings as well as tackling the weaving process. It was a lesson that required lots of 
perseverance and resilience but they are so proud of what they have created, and rightly so! 
 
During Computing this week, the children created an obstacle for the Bee Bots to be programmed to 
move around. Lots of team work was needed and debugging skills too, but it was a great culmination 
of all they have learnt about algorithms and how to successfully execute simple programs. In 
Science, we have started to explore different habitats. This week, we focused on micro-habitats and 
the children thought about where in the school we might be able to find these. We decided that 
Squirrel Wood would be the best place to look. They had a lovely afternoon finding and recording a 
wide variety of bugs living in the micro-habitats under tree stumps.   

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Year 3 have been thoroughly enjoying their first week back after Easter. We’ve started several new, 
exciting units of learning that the children are very excited for. 
 
We’ve begun a challenge to become climate heroes. So far, we’ve planted swathes of marigolds and 
sunflowers, recycled as much as possible, and pledged to always turn off the lights and our devices 
where possible. 
 
This week, the children received some mysterious letters from Hogwarts. We’ve been discussing the 
techniques needed to write formal letters and have written our responses to Professor McGonagall. 
The children have loved thinking about all the questions they have for her, or anything they’d like to 
tell her about.  
 
In Maths, we have continued our work with fractions, learning about the differences between unit 
fractions and non-unit fractions. We’ve been finding fractions of amounts, comparing fractions of 
varying size, and utilising mathematical terminology to improve our discussions. 
 
In Geography, the children have begun their investigation into the geography of North America. 
We’ve discussed some of the different countries that can be found there, as well as their differing 
physical geography. 
 
In PE, the term kicked off with an exciting game of capture the flag, followed by some outdoor 
athletics, taking advantage of the beautiful weather.  
 
The entirety of Year 3 are thrilled to be back together and we have an exciting term ahead of us! 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It has been a lovely first week back in Year 4, although definitely a busy one! You may well have 
some tired children this weekend as we all adjust to settling back into school life. We have made 
sure we have dedicated lots of time to talking, playing, running and, with Musical Extravaganza plans 
afoot, singing! 
 
In English, we read a poem this week called 'The Malfeasance' by Alan Bold in which a mysterious, 
evil creature is eventually defeated with kindness. We learned some interesting new vocabulary and 
identified many poetic features before discussing the poet's intentions and use of symbolism. Later in 
the week, we found out about the peculiar disappearance of Harris Burdick and looked at one of his 
illustrations to inspire our own short stories. We were really impressed by the children's creativity and 
ambitious attitudes in their story writing. In Maths, we have been revising some of our prior learning 
from last term to ensure we can hit the ground running in our work over the next few months. We 
have also learned how to 'make a whole' by adding together combinations of fractions and decimals. 
In our reading sessions, we have continued to enjoy 'Aquila' and considered the way the characters 
in the story are evolving as a result of the unfolding events. 
 
In Computing this week, we continued with Logo. The children have been learning about the 
importance of ensuring instructions are typed correctly and how to debug their work so that the 
procedures work correctly. In Science, we looked at invertebrates. We learnt about the 
characteristics of the different invertebrate groups and enjoyed sorting the animals into their correct 
groups - insects, arachnids, molluscs, myriapods, worms and crustaceans. 
 
We have started a new topic in Geography: South America. We will be focusing on the Atacama 
Desert and the Amazon Rainforest in future lessons, but we began by remembering the different 
continents and then naming the different countries in South America and the bodies of water 
surrounding it.  
 
Our focus in Design and Technology is also South America! We are learning about their cuisine and 
popular foods, ready to design our own South American inspired dish. The class really enjoyed 
looking at the different food and drink and thinking about how climate and culture might affect 
choices that are made. 
 
In RE, we started a new topic on Buddhism and focused on the best way for a Buddhist to lead a 
good life. In our first lesson, we focused on making good choices. In PSHE/RHE, we looked at the 
lives of people living in other places and people with different values and customs. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It has been lovely having the children back and hearing about their Easter holidays. They have come 
back with a fantastic attitude and ready to continue with their learning.  
 
This week in English, we have started our unit on the Olympic Games. The children have learnt 
some interesting facts relating to the Ancient Games and created a whole class timeline, on the field, 
showing significant events over the years. We then read a piece of writing on the Ancient Games 
and discussed who the audience would be, the purpose of the writing and the genre of writing. The 
children identified it was a report. We then explored the different features included within the report 
before the children annotated them.  
 
In Maths, we have been exploring angles. The children now know the meaning of an obtuse, acute 
and reflex angle. The children are able to identify different angles and have used a protractor to 
measure them. They used this knowledge to find missing angles before moving on to reasoning 
questions and practised how to prove their understanding of angles.  
 
In Science, we have started a new unit on Plants. This week, we have been looking at how plants 
reproduce and the life cycle of a flowering plant. The children are now able to label the parts of a 
flower and understand how each part is involved in the reproductive process.  
 
This week in Art and Design, we started our new topic focusing on the craft maker Edgar Degas. The 
children now know he was a French artist famous for his pastel drawings and oil paintings of 
ballerinas. We looked and discussed his famous sculpture The Little Dancer. The children found the 
sculpture fascinating with lots of detail. We then discussed the different media that 3D artists use to 
create their art.  
 
In History, we have started our unit on Ancient Greece. We discussed where and when the Ancient 
Greek civilisation existed and explored significant events from this period. We looked at a timeline to 
explore what other civilisations were around at the same time. The children created a timeline to gain 
a better understanding of when the significant events occurred.  
 
In Computing, the children used their programming knowledge to create an algorithm for a maze 
game. They then used their ideas to create their game on Scratch. They worked extremely well with 
their talk partners and produced some excellent work.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Welcome back and what a beautiful, sunny week we have had! The children have been making the 
most of the sunshine, and have been able to eat their lunches outside this week. Hopefully the 
weather will stay mostly dry and warm, so that we can continue to eat outside throughout the 
summer term. Following our Easter break, we have delved straight back into Macbeth, the 
murderous Thane of Cawdor, for our English. This week, we have spent lots of time reading together 
and have used our growing knowledge of the characters to write a tension-filled action scene, 
innovating on the play. The children are really enjoying Macbeth and have been taking on a variety 
of roles as we read each scene.  
 
During our Maths lessons, we have been learning how to read, draw and interpret line graphs. The 
children have found areas of this quite challenging but they have worked hard to develop their 
knowledge of how to interpret the data represented by line graphs, and use accurate scale to draw 
their own graphs to record data. We have also been working hard on a variety of arithmetic and 
reasoning skills as part of our daily sessions.   
 
We have started new units of work for both Art and Design, and Design and Technology. In our Art 
and Design lesson, we examined different artwork from the Renaissance period and discussed what 
we liked about these and why. During our Design and Technology lesson, we began to think about 
diets from around the world and why certain dishes become culturally popular. During PSHE/RHE, 
we began to think about transition and how this makes us feel about our friendships. We discussed 
what makes a good friendship and some of the difficulties that we face from time to time. In French, 
we discussed imaginary monsters and then wrote down all about them. We also evaluated our 
French for last half term.   
 
We have moved onto a new unit of work for Science. For the next few weeks, we will be looking at 
The Natural World: starting with ‘Classification’. We will explore how this works, what it means and 
how scientists ensure that there is a standard system in place. In PE this week, after a warm up 
game of ‘Capture the Flag’, we started practising some of the skills we will need for our final Sports 
Day. We started with throwing and sprinting and will be revisiting a number of skills over the next few 
weeks.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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