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Wonderful poems!  
 
Some of our Year 4 pupils have worked incredibly hard on poetry this week, and we wanted to share 
a few of them. Well done to everyone in Years 3 and 4 for their hard work over the last 10 days—we 
have been very impressed.  
 
Pack of Wolves 
A pack of wolves. 
Keep up a steady trot, 
On long legs and large paws. 
 
Gently, slowly and beautifully. 
The grey wolves mark the boundary  
     of their territory, 
Thick fur and black claws. 
 
Each wolf walks in their leader's tracks, 
Four toes on the hind feet, five on the front, 
Sharp teeth revealed, with strong open jaws. 
 
Alpha in the front, 
Omega in the back, 
Fire burning in their cores. 
By Danny 
 

Wolf Power 
I howl to the moon, 
I sing to the night, 
The snow is cold,  
The sun is bright. 
 
My eerie stare, 
My thick black nose, 
My earthly fur, 
My dazzling pose. 
 
My patterned coat, 
Protects my skin, 
From frozen ice, 
Keeping warmth within. 
By Adeline 

Raring2Go! digital magazine 
 
We often get printed editions of Raring2Go!, which is filled with 
fun things to do as a family in and around Guildford over 
Easter. Due to COVID-19, we have been provided with a digital 
link for families. Please click here to view the digital magazine. 

Lethal Lupine 
I enter into the mysterious, dark-as-night woods. 
The trees are swaying, the rain is crashing down,  
and the thunder is pounding like a drum. 
 
My angular jaw dripping with blood 
I growl and snarl still furious. 
 
My dagger teeth start aching from the ferocious 
scary 
fight that I have just had with a bear. 
 
The angry beast of bear determined to savagely 
destroy, 
I am small but fearless. 
 
I am a protector of my pack. I will fight to the 
death! 
 
Kill or be killed. 
By Khira 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/surreyheath/spring/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, 
which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands 
website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

     

     

     

     

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
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Uplands Fundraising Community updates 

Raise BIG donations on household bills with easyfundraising 
You could raise up to £215 for Uplands Primary School and Nursery when you use easyfundraising 
to save money on your household bills including car and home insurance, energy, phone contract or 
broadband. Uswitch, GoCompare, Confused.com and many more will all donate to us for FREE! 
 
If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, it’s easy and completely FREE. These donations really 
help us, so it would be great if you could take a moment to get started!  
You can find our easyfundraising page here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Raise donations on your holiday bookings  
If you’re planning to go on holiday, did you know you can raise FREE funds using easyfundraising for 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery when you book? 
  
Whether you’re booking a future holiday or a short getaway, if you book via easyfundraising on TUI, 
Booking.com, Expedia, First Choice, Hotels.com, Cottages.com, HomeAway easyJet holidays, 
PurpleParking plus 250+ other well-known travel companies, you’ll raise free funds for us at no extra 
cost to you. 
  
You can also raise money by booking your airport parking, transfers and even your foreign currency 
and travel insurance! Find out more here. 
 
In general... 
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online. Over 4,400 shops and sites 
will donate to Uplands Primary School and Nursery, including all the big names like eBay, John 
Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, M&S and Just Eat! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-when-you-getaway?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-trvl21-e1
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We have had another busy week in Nursery. We have moved and reorganised our garden area to 
create more mark-making opportunities and the children have taken full advantage of it. We have 
seen some brilliant letter and number writing, beautiful pictures and even painting on records.   
  
As always, playdoh has been well loved by the children this week. We got them involved by helping 
us to make it this week. They chose the pink colour theme, which we then added petals and other 
loose parts to in order to extend their play.   
  
Since the children have been loving playing in the mud so much, we set up the tuff tray with topsoil 
and wildflower seeds to make seed bombs by mixing the two together. We then put them in egg 
cartons to dry out ready for planting next week. We are hoping to create a mini wildflower meadow to 
attract the bees come summer.   
  
We learnt a new sport in PE this week - hockey! The children worked really hard to hold onto their 
hockey sticks with two hands and move their ball across the hall. It was very tricky to keep control of 
the ball, but the children used their perseverance and gross motor skills and did a really great job.   
  
Our carpet learning this week has been centred around a new sound ‘g’ and recapping the sounds 
we have already learnt. We also began to think about shapes: first up was a circle. Once we knew 
the shape, the children thought of real-life objects which were a circle shape. Clocks, plates and 
planets were just some of the children’s great ideas. Next week, we will look at the ‘o’ sound: I 
wonder if any of you have the letter ‘o’ in your name?  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception have continued to learn through the story of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by 
Michael Rosen. In Literacy lessons, the children enjoyed innovating the Bear Hunt story, by changing 
the characters and settings. The children then used the British Value of democracy to vote for their 
favourite character and setting to include in our class story. The final result was a fantastic story of 
We’re Going on a Dragon Hunt, visiting a swamp, flower field, castle and a candy forest. The 
children then had the opportunity to choose their own character and write the start of the story as 
their weekly writing task. We’re going on a Bear Hunt featured once again in our Finger Gym 
activities where the children created playdough and stick forests, used scissors to cut out and make 
a bear and completed handwriting patterns.  
 
In Maths, the children have explored 3D shapes and had fun identifying them in the school 
environment and learning their names and properties. The week’s maths lessons ended with the 
children creating junk model robots in small groups and thinking carefully about what 3D shape 
suited different parts of the robot’s body. We were amazed at the children’s focus and ability to 
explain their reasons for choosing particular shapes to add to their robot models.   
 
The weather has really encouraged the children to play and explore the outdoor class garden, where 
yet again, they have created some amazing dens and shelters to use whilst going on a dinosaur hunt 
or a camping trip. The children carefully observed the different textures and colours of the foliage in 
the garden and used these to create natural artwork, designed and built a magnificent car track 
which they tested out and improved so the cars could go around a corner and discovered several 
minibeasts which they then investigated and looked up on the iPad.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In our English, we have continued to be inspired by the story of 'The Owl Who Was Afraid of the 
Dark'. This week, the children have used the story plans they created to write their own narratives. 
We have enjoyed a range of imaginative, funny and interesting stories including: 'The Flamingo Who 
Was Afraid of Water', 'The Wolf Who Was Afraid of Ice' and 'The Fox Who Was Afraid of Night'. I’m 
sure your child will enjoy telling you about their own idea. As we wrote, we tried particularly 
hard to remember to use capital letters and full stops in the right places and only in the right places! 
Having written, many children read their stories aloud to the class. We were very impressed by the 
kind and thoughtful comments that the children made in response to hearing their peers’ work.   

In Phonics, we have practised adding 's' and 'es' suffixes to the end of verbs; for example, to change 
‘I run’ to ‘She runs’ or ‘I catch’ to ‘He catches’. As for last week, we have tried not to be tricked into 
spelling these word endings with ‘z’ or ‘is’! In Handwriting, we have kept on practising joining. We 
would encourage the children to use this handwriting style at home, especially when writing out their 
spelling words. 

In our Maths, we have strengthened our understanding of place value by continuing to partition 
numbers into tens and ones. We have used this knowledge to help us with our addition; for example, 
we have practised adding one more ten. We are also very pleased that so many children are making 
the extra effort to learn their number bonds to ten at home.  

In Science, we have finished our unit of learning on materials by observing the properties of different 
fabrics and designing a garment made from the most appropriate fabric. In Computing, we revised 
our Purple Mash topics using 2GO for Coding and 2Count to create a pictogram. The children were 
excited to use the new laptops and keen to demonstrate their learning in these areas. In Design and 
Technology, we have finished making and reviewing some amazing windchimes which we hope you 
enjoy displaying at home soon.   

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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We’ve had such a lovely week in Year 2 and it feels like we’re really getting back into the swing of 
things. The children are settled and happy to be back together and we’ve had some wonderful 
learning moments together too.  
 
In Maths, we’ve had lots of fun exploring and talking about 2D Shapes. The children have learnt lots 
about the properties of shapes such as number of sides and vertices and whether they are 
quadrilaterals or polygons. We also spent time looking closely at symmetry and folding shapes to 
see if they are the same on either side. The children then used all this knowledge to create posters 
about their shapes.  
 
In English, we’ve started a new unit called The Dream Giver. The children have been hooked by this 
mysterious, insect-like character and we spent time moving around the classroom as if we were him. 
The children then used this role play and our class discussions to write a character description all 
about him focusing on his appearance, personality and movements. Later in the week, we watched 
The Dream Giver clip, pausing at a significant moment and the children had to use their prediction 
skills to write an alternative ending.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we learnt about families and how they are all different but are all connected by 
love. The children then drew their own immediate and extended families and wrote about what their 
families mean to them and what makes their family special and unique. We talked about how even if 
our parents live in different houses or we don’t see certain family members all the time, we are still 
connected by an invisible string of love. Even if we’ve lost loved ones, they are still part of our 
families and we can treasure our memories of them. It was a lovely lesson and the children shared 
such insightful, thoughtful and sensitive ideas and understanding of every kind of family.  
 
Our Computing unit this term is all about simple programming. The children had so much fun last 
Friday, programming simple algorithms into the Bee Bots. They had to instruct their Bee Bots to trace 
the numbers 7, 2, 5 and 8 and write the algorithms down, using the positional language of forwards, 
backwards, left and right. We then had a go as a class at programming a Bee Bot to move around 
the playground! 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week, year 3 have been looking in more depth at The Jabberwocky. We’ve been navigating the 
wild and wonderful language to draw out the story, making some changes to create our own poem 
plans. The children have harnessed their imagination to propose some truly terrifying beasts. 
 
In Maths, we have been revisiting much of the learning from the last term. From creating detailed 
guidance for measurement, to completing a variety of money-based activities, the children have 
consolidated their learning, ready to continue in their mathematical journeys.  
 
In RE, we discussed the importance of Good Friday to Christians, discovering the origins of many of 
today’s traditions. The children considered who Good Friday was ‘good’ for, and why this story is still 
told today. 
 
Year 3 donned their historical hats and made their way back to the year 410CE, investigating the 
departure of the Romans from Britain and discovering what happened next. We created visual 
timelines to show the sequence of events that led to the Anglo-Saxon arrival. 
 
The children also spent some time venturing into a fictional land of their choosing, keeping their eyes 
open for some fantastic vocabulary they would like to share with their classmates. This was a great 
opportunity to build our vocabularies and assess what kind of words, phrases and ideas are worth 
sharing.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

This week, Year 4 have been exploring different forms of poetry and expressing their opinions on 
these. Inspired by the Roman myth of Romulus and Remus, we looked at a range of poems about 
wolves and discussed whether these portrayed the animals in a positive or negative light. The 
children also learned about some poetic devices such as similes, metaphors and alliteration and then 
applied these when writing their own poems. We then considered how to use intonation when 
reading our poems aloud to ensure that they are interesting and engaging for our reader and convey 
the intended emotion. Some children performed their poems on our zoom call and used wonderful 
intonation! In Maths, the children have looked at how to divide a number by 10, particularly where 
this results in a decimal number. We then learned how to convert hundredths into decimals and how 
to represent hundredths using a place value grid.  
 
In Science this week, we have started our new topic - Who am I? Our first lesson focused on using 
classification keys to identify seashore animals. Some of the children also created their own 
classification keys. During our second lesson, we looked at the five different vertebrate groups and 
looked at the different characteristics of each of the groups. 
 
This week in History, we started by looking at sources of evidence and deciding whether they were 
primary or secondary sources. The children then all asked questions about life in Roman Britain and 
searched for the answers to their questions. Our second lesson gave the children the chance to 
decide whether they felt that the Roman invasion was beneficial to Britain. They were asked to justify 
their answers by talking about the pros and cons of the Roman invasion. In PSHE and RHE, we 
looked at four articles from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and thought 
about whether every child in the world is having these rights met. We also discussed whether we felt 
any of the rights were more significant than others. This week in RE, the children all wrote their own 
poems to show their understanding of forgiveness. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, we read another scene from Hamlet to help develop the children's literature 
knowledge. Although this is more of a challenging text, the children have persevered to ensure they 
understand the plot and produced some excellent writing based on the play. The children wrote a 
setting description of a graveyard and planned an action piece based on a duel from the play.  
 
In Maths, we have completed some consolidation activities based on areas the children have found 
trickier. It has been lovely to see the children build confidence in these areas and feel proud of 
their accomplishments. We will be finishing off this unit with an end of term assessment next week.  
 
This week in Science, we explored reversible processes. We discussed how dissolving is a 
reversible process as there is no chemical reaction and the solute can be separated from the 
solution back to its original form. The children understand the difference between a solution and a 
mixture. We then carried out investigations to decide the best way to separate pairs of materials, 
such as rice and peas.  
 
In Geography, we recapped what we learnt about tectonic plates. The children moved onto 
researching and locating different mountains and volcanoes in Greece before labelling them on a 
map.  
 
On Thursday, we completed our Design and Technology day. The children made their bags suitable 
for their target audience. They worked extremely hard and should be very proud of the work they 
have completed so far. It was lovely to see the children helping each other with the sewing element.  
 
In Computing, the children continued using the software Audacity. We discussed what a jingle is and 
whether anyone has heard of any. The children shared the different jingles that they know before 
creating their own jingle (using Audacity).  
 
In RE, we started exploring the Easter story and began thinking about whether God intended Jesus 
to be crucified or whether Jesus' crucifixion was the consequence of events during Holy Week.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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We have enjoyed another busy week in Year 6. The children have built on last week’s knowledge of 
ratio and have also been learning all about scale factors in their maths lessons, using this knowledge 
to solve a range of problems. We have also spent time recapping our arithmetic and reasoning skills 
during the morning maths session.   
 
During our science lessons this week, we first explored how switches work within a simple circuit and 
whether the position of these within the circuit has an impact on function. The children were able to 
use and make different types of switches and explore how they work. After this, we spent some time 
considering how we can incorporate a functioning circuit inside a vehicle so that we can control its 
movement. The children will be using this knowledge within their Design and Technology lesson next 
week, when they construct their own controllable vehicle.   
 
The children had great fun exploring the emotion of music during Music this week. In small groups, 
they first listened carefully to a piece of music and then added movement, representing how it made 
them feel. There were lots of giggles and some lovely interpretations.  
 
We have reached a critical moment in Macbeth, when the life of the king hangs in the balance and 
murder is in the air. This week, we continued to read through the original play, discussing language 
and meaning as we went. It is a complex text and the children have worked really hard to understand 
the play through close textual analysis, dramatising certain scenes and paired/group reading. The 
children have also been editing last week’s work, as well as rewriting a short section of the play by 
changing it to prose and incorporating dialogue.   
 
We really enjoyed our PE lesson this week. We started by continuing to develop our fitness and 
stamina. Following this, we played a few ‘warm up’ games of hockey in small groups before 
completing a mini tournament. The children refereed their own matches, helping to develop their 
leadership skills and knowledge of the game.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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