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Spring Term: Issue 10 19 March 2021 

Red Nose Day for Comic Relief 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated to Comic Relief as part of our fundraiser for Red Nose Day. It 
was lovely to see the children dressed in red and sharing their superhero powers!  

 
 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, 
which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands 
website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced, then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Census 2021 
 
Bracknell Forest Council have made us aware of the below link, which provides language translation 
to support families in completing the Census 2021. We hope this information helps. 
https://census.gov.uk/help/languages-and-accessibility/languages 

Collections for Year 1 pupils 
 
We kindly request that families of a child in Year 1 stand in the Year 1 garden area to collect their 
child (when there is space) as opposed to the playground or the car park. This will help our staff 
identify you and release your child to you. Thank you in advance for your support.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://census.gov.uk/help/languages-and-accessibility/languages


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Reading Star of the month 
 
Congratulations to our reader of the month, Ben! Each class nominates a Reading Star for the month 
and then an overall winner is picked. Well done, Ben!  
 
 

COVID-19 Community Information Update 
 
Please see the message below from Bracknell Forest Council: 
 

As children head back to school, the Government has confirmed twice-weekly testing, using 
rapid Lateral Flow Tests, will be given for free to all families and households with primary, 
secondary school and college aged children and young people, including childcare and 
support bubbles. The purpose of this is to help find more COVID-19 cases with no 
symptoms and break chains of transmission.  
 
We are in the process of setting up Community Collection points for Lateral Flow Tests for 
households of school age children. Until these sites are operational, arrangements have been 
made for kits to be available for collection from Bracknell Leisure Centre (between 1.30pm 
and 7pm). For those who cannot access the site during those times, you can request a kit be 
delivered to your home.  
 
Testing will be available to: 

 families with children at all education settings (including primary school and college) 

 families of school workforce 

 any adult that is in a childcare or support bubble. 
 

Secondary school and college students and staff will receive their testing kits via their school/
college. 
 
Although primary school aged children are eligible for testing, they will not need to be 
routinely tested.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMDUuMzY0Mjg1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvcmFwaWQtbGF0ZXJhbC1mbG93LXRlc3RpbmctZm9yLWhvdXNlaG9sZHMtYW5kLWJ1YmJsZXMt
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMDUuMzY0Mjg1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvcmFwaWQtbGF0ZXJhbC1mbG93LXRlc3RpbmctZm9yLWhvdXNlaG9sZHMtYW5kLWJ1YmJsZXMt
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Uplands Fundraising Community updates 

Raise BIG donations on household bills with easyfundraising 
You could raise up to £215 for Uplands Primary School and Nursery when you use easyfundraising 
to save money on your household bills including car and home insurance, energy, phone contract or 
broadband. Uswitch, GoCompare, Confused.com and many more will all donate to us for FREE! 
 
If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, it’s easy and completely FREE. These donations really 
help us, so it would be great if you could take a moment to get started!  
You can find our easyfundraising page here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Raise donations on your holiday bookings  
If you’re planning to go on holiday, did you know you can raise FREE funds using easyfundraising for 
Uplands Primary School and Nursery when you book? 
  
Whether you’re booking a future holiday or a short getaway, if you book via easyfundraising on TUI, 
Booking.com, Expedia, First Choice, Hotels.com, Cottages.com, HomeAway easyJet holidays, 
PurpleParking plus 250+ other well-known travel companies, you’ll raise free funds for us at no extra 
cost to you. 
  
You can also raise money by booking your airport parking, transfers and even your foreign currency 
and travel insurance! Find out more here. 
 
In general... 
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online. Over 4,400 shops and sites 
will donate to Uplands Primary School and Nursery, including all the big names like eBay, John 
Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, M&S and Just Eat! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-when-you-getaway?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-trvl21-e1
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With the milder weather, we have spent most of our time outside this week! We have had lots of 
muddy play; the children have loved creating muddy puddles and splashing and digging in the mud 
kitchen. We have also created a den in the garden out of tyres and a gazebo cover, which has been 
well used and turned into many different things. One afternoon, the children were inspired by some 
coins they found, so we extended their learning by drawing treasure maps in the garden to hunt for 
buried treasure.  

Our outdoor adventure sessions have been based around the book ‘Superworm’; after reading 
the story, the children went on a hunt for worms to see how many they could find and how long 
they would be. They enjoyed digging and investigating the worms which we put into inspection 
jars to have a closer look. Of course, we then finished the session off with a yummy hot chocolate! 

This week, we have learnt a new letter sound d. We have done lots of practice of our new sound and 
had a go at forming the letter. The children have thought of lots of brilliant words all beginning with d 
along a flower theme of daffodil, daisy and dandelion! We begin to look at the letter g next week. We 
have also been practising our numbers 1-5, and next week, we will be moving on to look at 2d 
shapes.  

What have we been learning in Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception have enjoyed learning through the story of, 'We’re Going on a Bear Hunt' by 
Michael Rosen. In Literacy lessons, the children had fun internalising the story using actions—you 
might hear your child reciting the story at home—and then wrote a sentence about their favourite 
part of the story using their phonic knowledge. We were really pleased with how well the children 
could hold their sentence in their heads and segment the words to spell. On the back of the phonic 
assessments, completed last week, the children have recapped the digraphs sh, ch, th and ng and 
have had the opportunity to practise their blending and segmenting of decodable words using these 
sounds.  

In Maths, the children have investigated number bonds for nine and ten, showing them in different 
ways, using Numicon shapes, a tens frame or the part whole model.  

Throughout the week, during child-initiated learning time, the children have demonstrated their 
fantastic engineering skills, creating large scale constructions using the outdoor construction 
resources; the recycling centre was particularly impressive with its different areas for glass, plastic 
and cardboard. 

‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’ featured in our finger gym this week too and the children worked hard 
to pick up small buttons, sequins and gems to make waves like the river, used Lego to make a cave 
for the bear, wove paper for the long wavy grass and practised their pencil control by completing 
patterns on a teddy bear shape.   

Finally, on Thursday, the children explored the den-making equipment and had great fun working 
cooperatively to create a den, practising their Outdoor Adventures skills.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, the children have had a fantastic attitude to their learning and we have achieved lots 
together. In our English, we have been busy planning our own stories based on The Owl Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark. We have combined the structure of this now-familiar story with our own ideas and 
experiences. The children have enjoyed discussing animals that they have spotted outside both in 
daytime and at night. In addition, we have drawn on imaginative ideas from our favourite books and 
movies. In every lesson, the children have had an opportunity to share their ideas verbally before 
recording important details in a planning grid. Next week, we are looking forward to drafting our 
stories. In Phonics, we have learnt how to spell plurals using the suffixes ‘s’ or ‘es’. We have learnt 
that the Tricky Witch from Monster Phonics sometimes makes these letters hard to hear. For 
example, the ending of the word ‘dogs’ could sound like ‘z’ and the ending of ‘buses’ could sound like 
‘is’. We are trying not to be tricked when we spell these, or similar, words! In Handwriting, we have 
begun to practise joining using a horizontal join from the top of the letters o, r, v and w. We are 
continuing to reinforce the practice of starting each letter with a lead-in with the exception of capital 
letters. Please encourage your children to use this handwriting style when writing out their spellings. 
   
In Maths, we have reviewed the children’s confidence applying addition and subtraction strategies to 
establish where more support, or more challenge, would be appropriate. We have also recapped 
place value which is the concept that a digit has a different value depending on its place within a 
number. For example, ‘4’ has a different value in 14, 40 and 400.   
 
In Science, we have revisited our Lockdown learning about the properties of materials. The children 
worked in groups to sort and group materials by a range of different properties. We spent some time 
exploring the difference between ‘smooth’ and ‘soft’. In our Art and Design, we have combined our 
learning about different artists and mark-making techniques to create our own amazing self-portraits 
– as you can see.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
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This week in Design and Technology, the children designed their frame looms, making sure to label 
their designs clearly with the materials and tools they would need to use. They then had a go at 
designing the fabric they planned to weave, deciding on colours and patterns they would like to 
include.  
 
In Maths, we’ve been looking at money and solving word problems involving change. The children 
have enjoyed thinking about using money in real life and using their knowledge to tackle word 
problems. 
 
In English, we’ve finished writing our Despicable Me stories and have spent time editing and 
improving them too.  
 
In Geography, we went on a tour of the UK using Google Maps. We looked at the physical features 
and then plotted them on a map using symbols and labels.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
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This week, Year 3 continued to harness the power of persuasive writing to stop the deforestation in 
the Amazon Rainforest. Using persuasive devices, we created leaflets, adorned with some fantastic 
illustrations, to outline some of the key issues surrounding the deforestation.  
 
In Maths, perimeter was the word of the week. We worked on adding different lengths, converting 
units of measurement and even finding the lengths of missing sides. We discussed shapes with 
equal sides and how, sometimes, we can work out the perimeter from just one or two lengths. The 
children found the perimeter of a variety of classroom items, sometimes combining them to make 
new, unusual shapes. 
 
Year 3 began learning how to effectively control a hockey stick in PE, controlling the ball to create 
different shapes and even write their name on the playground.  
 
We have also touched on a new poem: The Jabberwocky. We delved deep into some of the 
language used and, as a class, decided what we think the poet could have intended. Everyone had a 
completely different idea of what the Jabberwocky was, using phrases from the poem to back up 
their suggestions. We’ll be further investigating The Jabberwocky over the next couple of weeks. 
 
The Year 3 classroom has been taken over by a scientific experiment into the function of leaves on 
plants. Every windowsill is housing plants with varying numbers of leaves, ready to compare and 
contrast in the next science lesson.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

It has been another busy week in Year 4 and the children have continued to amaze us with their 
enthusiasm and hard work. In English, the children planned a pair of diary entries written by a citizen 
of Pompeii, one the day before the eruption and on the day of the eruption. We have been exploring 
the idea of 'setting up' and 'paying off' clues in our writing and the children achieved this beautifully in 
their excellent writing. They also worked hard to include historical details to make the diary entries 
feel authentic. In Maths, the children have been learning more about decimals and learning how to 
represent these on a number line and place value grid. We have also continued to enjoy our daily 
mile (or daily 'couple of miles' on some days!) and have been hunting for interesting new vocabulary 
in our reading books.  
 
In Computing this week, we started learning how to program using FMS Logo. The children drew 
regular shapes using a repeat command e.g. to square repeat 4[fd 100 rt 90]. We learned how 
important it is to put spaces in the correct places and to spell words correctly. We also used 
coordinates to draw a square e.g. setxy 0 0, setxy 0 100, setxy 100 100, setxy 100 0.  
 
Our Design and Technology day has been postponed until Thursday 1st April.  

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, we read some more of Hamlet. The children have been working up to writing a 
précis (summary of the play so far). They created a story board of the main events of the play and 
then used this to help them when they came onto writing. By the end of the week, the children had 
written detailed précises of the story of Hamlet so far. We have continued to read our class novel 
'Who Let The Gods Out?' and it is lovely to see all the children engaged in the book.  
 
In Maths, we continued with percentages. The children understand that percent means out of 100 
and are able to write percentages as fractions and as a decimal. We moved onto using these 
methods to answer reasoning and problem-solving questions. We finished off the week completing a 
whole class loop maths challenge.  
 
In Science, we continued our investigations into irreversible changes. This week, the children have 
been looking at burning. They discussed what three things are needed in order for something to burn 
and then observed a candle burning and made observations as to what happened to the candle over 
time. The children then went on to investigate what would happen if oxygen could not get to the 
candle. They compared the relationship between the amount of oxygen the candle has and how long 
it stays alight.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children created design criteria for their bag. Their design criteria 
state all the different elements that they will need to include when creating their final piece to ensure 
it meets their target audience's needs. The children used their design criteria to create their final 
sketch. They labelled each element and identified which stitches they would use when creating the 
bag.  
 
In Geography, the children now know what geology means and have developed a better 
understanding of tectonic plates. They were shocked to hear that 250 million years ago, all the land 
on Earth was one large landmass. We had a great lesson with lots of excellent questions and class 
discussions. The children drew mini diagrams to show the different ways tectonic plates can move 
and explained what they can cause.  
 
In Computing, the children enjoyed exploring the software Audacity. We discussed the different 
devices (including input and output) used for sound recording. The children learnt about the different 
buttons in the toolbar before recording and playing back their sounds. They moved on to trying out 
different effects and changing the tempo, pitch and speed of their recording before playing back and 
re-recording their sounds.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It has been another busy week in Year 6. The children have settled in well and are working hard.   
 
We have moved onto a new unit of English this week, which is based on Macbeth. To immerse the 
children in the play, we read and discussed the opening scenes before acting them out in small 
groups, modernising the language where appropriate. There were some great moments, including a 
traditional Shakespearean rendition of ‘When shall we three meet again?’, followed by the fabulous 
response, ‘So that will be next Tuesday then.’ The children also wrote their own version of the 
opening scenes, focusing on incorporating a range of literary techniques to describe character and 
setting.  
 
In Maths, we finished off our unit on measurement by learning how to calculate volume of shape and 
have now moved onto learning about ratio. This week, the children have started recognising how to 
interpret and record ratios and have used their knowledge to solve a range of problems.   
 
We spent some time discussing friendships as part of our PSHE/RHE this week. We thought about 
how lockdown has challenged some of our friendships, and the impact of not seeing each other over 
a long period of time, before discussing how it feels to be back with our friends at school. The 
children shared some of the positive memories of lockdown, such as how spending time with their 
family has strengthened relationships – specifically with siblings.  
 
During Art & Design, we examined different drawings of ‘Falling Water’, one of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
iconic designs (including blueprints and aerial views) to help us understand the architectural process. 
We then used these to help us sketch ‘Falling Water’, focusing on perspective and scale.   
 
We are so grateful to have the use of laptops in school again. This week, the children have been 
using Scratch to revisit and extend their knowledge on computing programming. We will be building 
on this over the next few weeks. During French, the children have been drawing and labelling 
different parts of their bodies and in Science, we continued learning about electricity.  
 
In PE, we started off by extending our warm up to include fitness training. For the remainder of our 
lesson, we revisited some of the key skills for playing hockey and practised these. We finished off 
the lesson by playing some competitive hockey games.    
 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

New reading books for classes (from Bookfest) 
 
With all of our children reunited in class, it seemed the perfect time to present our wonderful new 
books which have been gifted to us as part of this year's Bookfest celebrations. We once again want 
to say a huge thank you to all of the families in the Uplands Primary School and Nursery community 
who made donations towards this fundraiser. The books were carefully selected by teachers for their 
specific classes and will make a huge difference to our children's reading journeys. It really did feel 
like Christmas when the books were delivered with our pupils eager to start enjoying them straight 
away. We do know as a school how incredibly lucky we are to have such supportive and generous 
families and are extremely grateful for this. 
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We want to say a big thank you to all the teachers and school support staff for going above and 
beyond during recent months. We are grateful for your unwavering passion, commitment, and drive 
to continue inspiring learning while adapting to this new environment. 
 
In addition to the hard work and tireless efforts put in by teachers, we also want to recognise and 
thank parents who have had to step up and take on responsibility for home schooling, with many 
working full-time jobs at the same time we can only imagine how tough this has been for you. 
 
We are incredibly proud to be part of such amazing communities, and as a token of our appreciation 
we would like to offer you an exclusive discount next time you order online at www.dominos.co.uk – 
50% off when you spend £30 or more* - We hope you enjoy it! 
 
FROM YOUR LOCAL DOMINO’S TEAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
T&C’s apply – valid for collection or delivery orders. We operate limited delivery areas. Deal valid online only at dominos.co.uk. 50% off excludes drinks, ice 

cream, 14-piece chicken sides and combo boxes and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. There is a minimum spend of £10.99 for delivery. Valid 
at participating stores only. All orders are subject to our Terms & Conditions, please see ‘Boring Legal Stuff’ at dominos.co.uk. Expires 21/07/2021. 

Voucher supplied by KDL Pizzas Ltd. Any questions please email marketing@kdlpizzas.co.uk 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://www.dominos.co.uk



