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End of term message from the Headteacher 
 
This year has certainly been challenging for us all (families, staff and pupils), but we have all worked 
together. I was delighted with the 98% of families who said they felt communication has been good 
during the pandemic and the 96% who felt our home learning offer was good during Lockdown 1.0, 
and we have built on that with our most recent remote learning offer for those self-isolating. Our 
Local Authority Standards And Effectiveness Partner (STEP) described our remote learning offer as 
one of the most comprehensive in the borough.  
 
As we move towards the Christmas break, I would like to remind our children to enjoy the holidays 
and be grateful for all they have. So many families have suffered this year, financially and 
emotionally, and I hope our pupils will appreciate the love of those around them. Christmas will 
certainly be different this year, as was Diwali, Eid and many other celebrations, so we must make the 
best of it where we can. For those who find the Christmas period hard, please do engage with us via 
the school office or our Family Support Advisor, Sophia Ahmed. We are here to support every family 
and every child.  
 
Despite a challenging year, I would like to say a huge thank you to our families and pupils for their 
generosity in gift-giving. We have had very generous donations to the school and well as generous 
and thoughtful gifts from families and pupils for individual staff or teams. These gifts are so gratefully 
received and very touching, and I know all the staff join me in saying thank you for the kind gifts.  
 
This end of term message gives me the opportunity to publically thank my team, and I would like to 
start by thanking every single member of staff. Despite certain newspapers’ depiction of teachers, I 
cannot explain just how hard the staff have worked. Caring about doing the best job you can is what 
makes a job purposeful, and our staff have worked so hard to make the school work for the pupils. It 
has been wonderful to see. As I am sure families will see and appreciate, our out of class staff also 
work tirelessly to ensure the school runs smoothly, and we have such skill and strength across our 
school.  
 
As always, the freedom to run a school effectively comes from the trust, support and challenge of a 
Governing Board, and I would like to thank my very supportive Governing Board for always asking 
the right questions, challenging at the right times to ensure clarity and backing our joint decisions. 
This has been a very challenging year for our Governing Board as well; the Governing Board have to 
approve risk assessments and processes without being able to control the delivery and 
implementation of them which, in these times, can be daunting, and I am grateful to the Governing 
Board for their trust in me.  
 
I would like to say farewell to Mrs Parrett, who leaves us for new challenges after almost a decade at 
Uplands. We wish Mrs Parrett all the best for the future, and look forward to welcoming Mrs Crawford 
in January as SENDCo (1 day per week) and Reception teacher on a Friday. I would also like to wish 
Mrs Evans all the best for her maternity leave, and we can’t wait to see her again soon. Mrs Baker 
will join us in January to cover Mrs Evans, and Mrs Morris will join our nursery team to provide 
additional support to our pupils as our attendance numbers in the nursery grow. 
 
Continued on page 2... 
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A message from our Reading Ambassadors 
 
Our Reading Ambassadors were thrilled to see all of the amazing new books that have been arriving 
over the last few weeks, all donated by our wonderful  families as part of this year's Bookfest. Thank 
you so much to those who have donated; we are so lucky to have such a supportive community to 
help us on our school's reading journey. If you have not bought a book yet but would like to, our 
wishlist can be found here for you to order a book to be delivered to Uplands: Bookfest wishlist 

End of term message from the Headteacher (cont.) 
 
Continued from page 1… 
 
As we see family over the Christmas break, I would remind and urge families to adhere to the 
guidance and be measured and sensible. The risk is still out there and COVID-19 can spread rapidly 
if we are all not careful. Please ensure you have read my letter on what to do if your child develops 
symptoms after the end of term and contact the email address within that letter if your situation meets 
the criteria. We want everyone to come back safely and for our school/nursery to have a normal, 
consistent start to term.  
 
Finally, I would like to say thank you to our pupils. Some of our pupils have, over the last 9 months, 
suffered loss, hardships and disruption to their routines. This could have led to disrupted learning, 
challenges with behaviour and even wider gaps in attainment and progress. However, what we have 
seen are, on the whole, committed pupils who have relished the routine of school, the stability of 
consistent learning and teaching, and the comfort of being with their peers and other children. The 
pupils’ desire to learn and actively engage in lessons and their own academic development is 
wonderful, and we also have you, as parents and carers, to thank for your hard work in keeping your 
child/ren in the right frame of mind to access this learning again. Thank you.  
 
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas break, filled with love, relaxation and happiness. 

 
 
 
 

Mr P Sherwood 
Head Teacher 
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, 
which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands 
website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Talking Therapies: Support for our community 
 
We would like to introduce a message from Sarosh Khan, who works for Talking Therapies (within 
the Patient Engagement and Communications Team). Sarosh Khan emailed us to send out this 
message: 
 
Talking Therapies is a free NHS service here to support the residents of Berkshire aged 17+ who 
may be struggling with difficulties including low mood, anxiety and stress at this unprecedented time.  
 
If you are in need of support, you can call the Talking Therapies admin team on 0300 365 2000, 
alternatively you can Sign Up via their website referral form. To find out more about Talking 
Therapies and the services they offer, please visit their website. 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  
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Christmas festivities! 
 
This week, the pupils of Uplands Primary School and Nursery have enjoyed class parties, Christmas 
lunch, a special recorded staff panto and much more! We hope the children had fun and we hope this 
was a memorable and happy end to a very busy term. Here are a few photos from the events: 
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Christmas Panto! 
 
A big thank you to our wonderful postman, Tony, and his colleagues at Royal Mail for loaning us a 
van and Royal Mail coat for our staff panto! Traditionally, the staff at Uplands put on a panto for the 
pupils on the last day of Autumn Term, which sadly couldn’t take place in the same way. So, instead, 
the staff filmed a short panto based on The Jolly Christmas Postman! Tony kindly helped us with 
some initial scenes of our postman (Mr Johnson) and faithful dog (Mrs Mileman!) drive up, hop out of 
the van and begin the Christmas rounds! All the classes watched the show this morning in class via 
video and thoroughly enjoyed it. Thank you to all the staff for giving up more of their time to film this 
special treat for the pupils, and thank you to Mrs Mileman and Mr Johnson for coordinating it all! Mr 
Johnson also spent a long time editing the film—thank you!  

Thank you 
 
We wanted to say thank you to Miss Judge, who donated a beautiful tree to us. It is planted and 
blossoming at the moment, which looks lovely. Thank you, Miss Judge, and we look forward to seeing 
it grow and flower over the years to come. 
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. We 
really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a sensible 
place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Laptop donations! 
 
If any family has a laptop that they no longer need as they are upgrading, we would gratefully take it 
if we can use it and it is the appropriate specification. If you think you can help, please contact 
office@uplandsberkshire.org and we will be in touch to ask about technical specification or may need 
you to bring it in for us to check it over (after a quarantine period, of course!). We want to take 
donations but cannot afford to take laptops that are not suitable as we would then have to pay to 
dispose of them, so this is why we are asking for specifications and a discussion before accepting 
donations of laptops. 

No football or games before or after school 
 
A reminder to all families to ensure they are monitoring their children before and after school/nursery. 
Ball games or using the school equipment is strictly prohibited. On Thursday 10 December, a family 
member was hit with a football after children were not monitored effectively by family members and 
staff had to intervene.  
 
Please ensure you take full and proper responsibility for the child/ren in your care before and after 
school/nursery. 

Uplands social media 
 
We have joined Instagram! You can find us @uplandsberks for Uplands or @forest.learning.alliance 
for our Teaching School, the Forest Learning Alliance.  
 
We will be posting ‘good news’ and positive events from Uplands to this page, the Twitter page and 
‘business page’ of Facebook. Other messages just for our families will still be put on the Facebook 
groups, but email/EdSmart/text/newsletter will continue to be our main communication methods. 
 
To keep in touch with our former pupils and families, we have also created an alumni Facebook 
group. Please encourage family and friends who attended Uplands to join by searching for Uplands 
Primary School (Sandhurst) Alumni. We hope to raise the number of people in our school network to 
help support the school and give back to others who made the school what it is, so please do 
encourage others to join. 
 
Initially, there will not be too much activity on this group but we will build engagement and support as 
the year moves on, so please do encourage those who have been linked with the school to join. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Mental health app for parents/carers to help children 
 
We would like to draw parents’/carers’ attention to a new app, called Ollee, which is designed to help 
parents/carers with their child’s mental health. You can view more about the app here:  
https://parentzone.org.uk/introducing-ollee 
 

What is Ollee? 
Ollee is a digital friend for children aged 8-11, created by Parent Zone and funded by BBC Children 
in Need’s A Million & Me initiative, which aims to make a difference to children’s emotional 
wellbeing.  
 
It’s designed to help children reflect on how they feel and to process their experiences with the 
support and help of their parents and carers – and it does this by offering them advice about a range 
of subjects: school, family, friends, their body, the internet and the world. 
 
For each of these subjects, children can choose an emotion that matches how they feel about 
it: happy, angry, sad, confused, frustrated, stressed or worried. 
 
Next, they can choose from a list of topics – for instance, a child who was worried about school might 
be able to select ‘I haven’t done my homework’ as the cause of their worry. Finally, they’ll see a page 
of advice about the topic, presented in child-friendly bite-sized chunks they can read then or save for 
later.  

Easy Fundraising! 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 retailers 
linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you are eligible for 
a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is turned into a donation 
and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see your purchases—we just 
receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
 
You can still use all your existing accounts and logons for retail sites like Amazon, Tesco, 
Sainsbury's, Waitrose, Argos, Boots, Debenhams, John Lewis and more. Please sign up today via 
the following link: www.easyfundraising.org.uk. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. If you want to see a short ‘how to’ video 
to see how easy it really is, Mr Sherwood has created a video which you can watch here. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Reading VIPERS Explained 
 
We shared this information last term and wanted to remind our families about the VIPERS 
language we use for supporting reading comprehension: 
 
You may have heard your child using the term ‘Reading VIPERS’ and wondered what snakes have 
to do with reading! This is a mnemonic we use at school to cover the key comprehension skills that 
we teach as part of the National Curriculum. The term ‘Reading VIPERS’ was created by Rob Smith 
from The Literacy Shed, a website which provides a wide range of interesting and engaging 
resources for teaching English. 
 
At Uplands, we use the term ‘Reading VIPERS’ to encourage children to actively think about the 
comprehension skills they are using when they read. These are: 
V - Vocabulary  
I - Infer  
P - Predict 
E - Explain 
R - Retrieve 
S - Sequence (KS1) or Summarise (KS2) 
 
Throughout our Early Years and Key Stage 1 classes, children will be introduced to these terms 
gradually, with each explained and contextualised. Once children reach Key Stage 2, they will be 
exposed to all of these terms regularly throughout their English work and other areas of the 
curriculum.  
 
Below, we have explained each of the VIPERS skills and given some examples of the kinds of 
questions you might ask your child to practise these at home. These question types can be applied 
to all reading materials, but also, pictures, videos and other media. We hope you will find this useful. 
 
We will also be sending home some example ‘VIPERS’ questions in reading journals to help children 
and parents with inspiration on conversations to have when reading together. Parents and children 
are encouraged to make brief notes in the reading journals when convenient, but this should not be 
at the detriment of having an enjoyable reading experience together.  
 
Vocabulary  
Children are taught to draw upon knowledge of word meanings in order to understand the text. This 
may also include finding and explaining the meaning of words in the context of what they have read. 
These conversations are a great way to discover which words children know and fill gaps in this 
knowledge, expanding their own repertoire of vocabulary. For older children, you could show them 
how to use a dictionary or the internet to find definitions. ‘Vocabulary’ questions might include finding 
alternative words or discussing which words are the most effective in an extract. 

 
What does ______ mean? 
Can you tell me another word that means _____? 
Which word tells you that the character is angry? 
Which word tells us something bad is about to happen? 
Which word in this section do you think is the most effective in building the suspense? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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Reading VIPERS Explained 
 
Infer 
To infer is to find meaning that is not made explicit in the text. Children will use their understanding of 
a wide range of prior experiences to make sense of events in what they see and read. As children 
get more confident, they should start to increasingly back these inferences up with evidence from the 
text. They may paraphrase or even directly quote to justify what they think.  

Why was the character feeling happy? 
Why did the character run away? 
What kind of person is _____? How does the author show that? 
How can you tell the animal is in pain? 
How can you tell this house has not been looked after? 
How is the character feeling? How do you know that? 
What impression do you get of this setting? 

 
Predict 
Children are encouraged to predict what they think might happen based on the events so far and 
details that are implied in the text. The emphasis here is not to necessarily be right – if all books 
were predictable, that could become very dull – but to engage with the plot and actively think about 
where the journey of the story might go. 

Look at the cover. What do you think this book will be about? 
What do you think will happen next? What makes you think this? 
Do you think they will be successful in their quest? Why / why not? 
How do you think the character is going to react? Why do you think that? 
Look at the chapter title. What do you think might happen? 

 
Explain 
Children are encouraged to explain their preferences, thoughts and opinions about a text. As they 
get more confident, children should also be able to explain themes and patterns across a text as well 
as why authors have made certain choices and the impact of these on the overall effect of the 
writing. 

Who is your favourite character? Why? 
Would you like to live in this setting? Why / why not? 
Is there anything you would change about this story? 
How does the author build up the tension here? 
Why do you think the author doesn’t name the villain yet? 
Why has the text been arranged in this way? 

 
Retrieve 
This skill concerns finding and recording information located in the text. It tends to cover some of the 
more straightforward and closed questions that don’t require as much inference (often beginning with 
who, what, when and where). However, the challenge can lie in children having to skim back over 
large quantities of text. You can support your child by helping them to narrow down sections to 
search and scan for key words that will help them look for the information they need.  

In what year did the astronauts land on the moon? 
What did the parents decide to name their baby? 
Who was the first character to climb on the boat? 
Give an example of one of the grandmother’s warnings. 
Where did the squirrel hide the food? 
What were the three things Bob was asked to pack? 
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Reading VIPERS Explained 
 
Sequence / Summarise 
Children are taught to recap the events of a narrative and put them in order (sequence) or sum them 
up (summarise). This can be an effective way to remind children of the story so far in a longer text or 
to build familiarity with a shorter book or traditional tale. For younger children, the ability to retell a 
well-known story from their head is an important step in their development and will give them the 
foundation on which to build their own stories later on.  

How did the story start? 
What happened next? 
Number these events 1 – 5. 
Can you summarise the story so far? 
What happened in the story so far? 
How has the character’s life changed throughout this book? 
 

Picture books  
Here are some examples of VIPERS questions you can adapt to use with children who read picture 
books or wordless books.   

 
 
V – Use some words to describe Kipper’s bedroom to me. Can you think of a word to show how 
Kipper is feeling? 
I – How can you tell Kipper is feeling that way from the picture? What time of day do you think it is? 
What are his brother and sister trying to do? How can you tell? 
P – What do you think is going to happen on the next page? How do you think the story will end? 
E – Did you like that story? Why / why not? What would you have done if you were Kipper? Which 
character do you think helped Kipper the most and why? Which of these toys would you like to play 
with the most and why? 
R- Which room are the children in? How many children are in the room? Tell me about some of the 
toys Kipper has.  
S – What was the first thing that happened in the book? What happened next? 
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The Nursery children have had a lovely last week of term and have helped to welcome our newest 
cohort, who had their settling in sessions this week ahead of starting in January. In the enhanced 
provision, the children have played with a wintery sensory scene, made Christmas trees at the 
playdough table, and investigated natural items with magnifying glasses in the Tuff tray. We have 
also read lots of Christmas stories and counted how many days there are left until Christmas Day. 
The Wednesday group had their last Outdoor Adventures session of 2020 and there are more 
exciting activities planned for next year! 
 
On Thursday, the children had great fun at their Christmas party and concert. They sang the 
Christmas songs that they have been learning for the last few weeks so beautifully - watch out for the 
video which is coming your way. During the party, the children danced up a storm and enjoyed some 
party food. When we returned to Nursery, there was a special video waiting for us from Father 
Christmas himself, telling us that he had hidden some presents for us to enjoy at nursery.  
 
Although Christmas looks a little bit different this year, we hope you have a fantastic Christmas break 
and make lots of lovely memories together. Thank you so much for all of your support this term and 
enjoy a good rest.  
 
From me, thank you for everything, I will miss you and your children lots but will luckily still see many 
of you on the school run! Mrs Evans x  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 
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It’s been another action-packed week in Reception as we come to the end of term. On Monday, we 
assessed the children’s reading levels and were pleased that most of the children have moved up a 
reading level. They also completed some practical maths tasks which assessed their knowledge on 
numbers 1 - 5, and we are proud of how the children have developed their mathematical thinking and 
vocabulary.  
 
The Nativity production was the main focus on Tuesday and Wednesday, where the children enjoyed 
dressing up and going into the hall and filming their singing by the Christmas tree. The whole class 
did an amazing job at performing their part of the Nativity story and it made a lovely change to have 
the opportunity to use our school grounds to represent the different locations in the story. We really 
hope you enjoy watching our production as much as we had filming it.   
 
Wednesday was also exciting because it was Christmas lunch day, and the children thoroughly 
enjoyed pulling their crackers and having the staff serve them their lunch. We were pleased with how 
polite the children were when receiving their food and how well they used their cutlery.  
 
On Thursday, it was time to enjoy a picnic lunch and class party. During our party time, the children 
had a colouring competition, played dancing games and completed Cosmic Kids Christmas yoga 
Adventure. At the end of the afternoon, the children watched the film of our Nativity and listened to a 
surprise message from Father Christmas, who had left some gifts for us in the Reception Class 
cupboard. Thank you, Father Christmas, for our books and rhyming game! We will enjoy sharing 
them in the New Year.  
 
Finally, we wish you all a very peaceful, safe and happy Christmas and will look forward to seeing 
you all for another term of learning and fun in January.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 
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As we reach the end of our first term in Year 1, we have really enjoyed sharing some special 
activities. 
 
This week, we have focused on Design Technology. Our project has been to create our own 
Christmas card or special winter picture using a moving mechanism. For inspiration, we began by 
studying books and old cards. We also looked at how flaps, sliders and split pins could be used to 
create movement. Next, the children drew their own design and considered which tools and 
materials they would need before moving onto construction. Finally, we interviewed each other to 
discuss how we felt about our finished products. We hope you have enjoyed seeing these wonderful 
creations at home. 
 
In addition, we have been measuring, baking, decorating, exploring 'snow', singing and performing. It 
certainly has been a busy and exciting week. We wish all our Year 1 families a wonderful school 
holiday and look forward to seeing you in the new year.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 
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In our final week of term, we’ve been enjoying some festive moments together. We kicked off the 
week by filming our Year 1 and 2 production. The children all had lots of fun and we are really proud 
of their motivation and bravery throughout the filming. We really hope you enjoy watching it and that 
it brightens your day and helps you to feel extra Christmassy. The children are superstars!  
 
We’ve been doing some lovely Christmas-related crafts in class too, including painting watercolour 
Christmas cards and decorating 3D reindeer. We hope both of these will deck your halls and make 
you smile this Christmas time! The children have worked really hard on them and are so proud of 
what they’ve created, especially their beautiful paintings.  
 
We had a virtual visit from Father Christmas later in the week and found our class present hiding in 
the cupboard. We opened it and had fun playing a class game of Kids Articulate, although we still 
need to work on turn taking and team work in the new year.  
 
We shared lots of laughs during our class party whilst watching Pixar shorts, and we discussed how 
animation has changed over time. It was great to recognise how advanced things are now compared 
to 40 years ago. We also thoroughly enjoyed eating our Christmas lunch together too, pulling the 
crackers, sharing jokes and talking about what we’ve enjoyed this term.  
 
We just want to take this opportunity to say thank you for all of your support and encouragement this 
term, we really appreciate it and we’ve loved getting to know you and the children! We’re looking 
forward to seeing you all again in January. Have a wonderful, safe and happy Christmas and here’s 
to a new year with less tiers! (I couldn’t resist!) 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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This week, Year 3 have used a wide variety of skills to create some beautiful cushions as part of our 
Design and Technology unit. We printed festive designs onto material, using stencils designed by the 
children. We then used backstitch to sew material together, filling them with cotton wool. The 
children were incredibly proud of their creations and are looking forward to a bit extra cushion-based 
comfort over the holidays.  
 
In RE, Year 3 discussed the ‘true’ meaning of Christmas and what it means to them. We discussed 
how we spend the festive period and the symbolism many aspects hold for Christians. We discussed 
how some traditions started and how others have become a large part of the Christmas landscape. 
 
In PE, the children took part in inter-house basketball and football tournaments. They really enjoyed 
putting their skills to the test against others in their bubble (although they did end up a bit muddy!). 
 
Year 3 also created many Christmas crafts this week, from cards to Christmas trees. They really 
enjoyed using their presentation skills to design and create these crafts in beautiful fashion. We all 
enjoyed a lovely Christmas dinner and the classroom even had an early visit from Santa! 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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Year 4 have had a lovely week filled with festive fun! On Monday, we finished our Maths and English 
units for this term and reflected on our work so far in Year 4. All of the teaching team couldn't be 
prouder of what our children have achieved since we returned to school; they have all worked so 
hard and supported each other magnificently!  
 
Soon it was time to indulge in some Christmas crafts and the children loved creating beautiful festive 
suncatchers, intricate scratch art, gorgeous snow globe decorations and beautiful Christmas cards. 
We discussed as a class how kind messages in Christmas cards can be so meaningful to others and 
thought really carefully about taking the opportunity to thank our friends and family and show them 
we care. 
 
On Wednesday, Mr Archer and the Year 6 sports ambassadors organised a wonderful interhouse 
sports tournament including basketball and football. Unfortunately, the weather was somewhat wet 
but this didn't seem to dampen our pupils' competitive spirits, even if it did cover our PE kits with mud 
(sorry, parents!). We also enjoyed a lovely Christmas lunch together which was such a special treat 
for us all. 
 
In Science this week, we used our observations from watching the ice hands melt last week to help 
us to plan our own experiments on the different variables that affect how long ice takes to melt. The 
children worked in groups of 3 or 4 to plan their own experiment. Some groups were changing the 
shape of the ice, some were changing the size of the ice and others were going to place the ice in 
locations with different temperatures. We thought about how to ensure our experiments would be fair 
tests and decided to ensure that we only changed one variable and planned carefully to ensure that 
all other variables are kept the same. We wrote up our plans and made our predictions ready to carry 
out the experiments in January. 
 
On Thursday, we enjoyed watching the different videos that each phase of the school had recorded 
for Christmas. The whole class enjoyed eating in the class together and opening their present from 
Father Christmas. 
 
On Friday, the children were very lucky to have a staff panto to watch. The parts had all been 
recorded during the week and put together to create an amazing panto which ended with our very 
own 'Twelve days of Christmas' song. The children enjoyed watching it almost as much as the staff 
enjoyed creating it! 
 
All of the staff in Year 4 have enjoyed this term with the class and are looking forward to being back 
together next term. We hope you all enjoy a well-earned rest during our Christmas holiday. We're 
looking forward to seeing you all in January. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? (cont.) 
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This week in English, we finished off our Christmas unit based on the John Lewis Christmas Advert 
'Bear and the Hare'. The children created a story map to plan their own story inspired by the advert. 
We had some wonderful characters, ranging from a polar bear and penguin to deer and foxes. The 
children then wrote their own story, ensuring they included correctly punctuated speech.  
 
In Maths, the children completed their end of term Maths assessments which were based on what 
we have learnt this term. It is clear to see the children worked very hard as we are so impressed with 
their results.  
 
In Design and Technology, we evaluated our Christmas roast dinners. We started off by discussing 
the origins of each of the ingredients and completing a matching up activity. We then discussed what 
worked well, what we would change if we were to do it again, and compared the nutritional value of 
our roast to the two roasts we explored at the beginning of the unit.  
 
In Geography, we described and understood how rivers support local populations. We discussed the 
four main types of flooding and how they impact human processes. The children completed an 
information poster on rivers.  
 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed our Christmas crafts, creating cards, reindeers and tree 
decorations. The children took part in Christmas hangman, pass the parcel, musical chairs and 
Uplands House team Pictionary. They all showed excellent team work which led to joint winners - 
Vulpes and Cervus. On Tuesday, the children sung beautifully when we recorded our Christmas 
carols. We hope you enjoy listening to them.  
 
We hope you all have a happy and healthy Christmas break and we look forward to seeing all the 
children back in 2021.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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The children have really impressed us since returning in September, both with their attitude and 
effort. I hope that you are all looking forward to a restful break, and take this opportunity of wishing 
you a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year from everyone in Year 6.  
  
On Monday, we spent the first part of the day exploring the visual effect of different types of paints: 
acrylic, water-based, watercolours and metallic. We then experimented with different techniques 
(such as stippling, sgraffito, dry brush and blending) and used our chosen medium to paint a picture 
in a Cubist style.  
  
During Science, we continued to think about light and how mirrors are used in the world. We played 
a game where we had to use reverse images to spot movement, and then adapted this to use a 
mirror to try and write/draw backwards.   
  
We thought about the validity of historical sources in our History lessons this week, and how 
historians do not always agree on what happened in the past. We reviewed the story of Lady Fu 
Hao, a famous warrior during the Shang Dynasty, and discussed how the variety of items discovered 
in her tomb helps us to understand the culture of ancient China, as well as providing historians with 
solid evidence of her existence and way of life.   
  
We asked ourselves ‘How significant is it that Mary was Jesus’ mother?’ during our RE lesson this 
week. We considered the impact of being the ‘chosen one’ and how this would have changed Mary 
and Joseph’s life.   
  
The children all enjoyed Christmas lunch on Wednesday and, as part of our class party on Thursday 
afternoon, the children played a selection of games, including an adapted version of one of their 
favourites: ‘Fishy, Fishy!’. 

 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? (cont.) 
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