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Autumn Term: Issue 14 11 December 2020 

Santa Dash at Uplands! 
 
On Thursday 09 December, pupils from Nursery to Year 6 wore something Christmassy and took 
part in our first Uplands Santa Dash! The children had a great time, and many of the staff got 
involved too! Nursery to Year 2 ran for as long as they could, and Years 3 to 6 had enough time to 
complete up to a 5km run.   

Bookfest thank you 
 
We wanted to say another huge thank you to those who have donated books as a part of our 
Bookfest celebrations; we are so lucky to have such a supportive community to help us on our 
school's reading journey. We are looking forward to presenting each class with their books next 
week. If you have not bought a book yet but would like to, there is still time! Our wishlist can be found 
here: Bookfest wishlist   
 
Please note that we will be presenting certificates for those children who completed the Bookfest 
reading challenge in our end of term celebration assembly, so please email the school office by 
Tuesday 15 December if your child should be included in this. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/CVMXNGU7X3CB?ref_=wl_share
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Santa Dash at Uplands! (continued) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, 
which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands 
website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Diary Dates 
 
Please see the letter that was sent out on 10.12.2020, outlining the events until the end of term and 
what was required for each day. There was one document for nursery and one for the main school. 

Christmas lunch, 16.12.2020 
 
Our Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 16 November. The deadline has passed for parents/
carers to order a Christmas lunch (the deadline was Tuesday 08 December). Therefore, if you did not 
order a lunch by that date for your child, you will need to provide your child with a packed lunch. 

Changing meal orders on Scopay last-minute 
 
We are finding many parents are asking us to make last-minute changes to lunch orders placed 
ahead of time, via Scopay. 
 
Whilst KS1 parents/carers do not pay for school lunches (as they receive them through the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals funding), if the lunches are produced then the school has to pay for them. If 
you need to make a change to an order, please ensure you do so, via your child’s account in 
Scopay the day before so we are able to avoid waste and unnecessary spending.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
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Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. We 
really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a sensible 
place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

UFC movie afternoon 
 
We all had a wonderful time at the UFC movie afternoon, which was combined with national 
Christmas Jumper Day! Thank you to everyone who donated on Friday 11 December—it is very much 
appreciated.  

No football or games before or after school 
 
A reminder to all families to ensure they are monitoring their children before and after school/nursery. 
Ball games or using the school equipment is strictly prohibited. On Thursday 10 December, a family 
member was hit with a football after children were not monitored effectively by family members and 
staff had to intervene.  
 
Please ensure you take full and proper responsibility for the child/ren in your care before and after 
school/nursery. 

Rev. Castle assemblies 
 
We were delighted that Reverend Castle was able to join us for an assembly with Key Stage 1 and 2 
on Tuesday 08 December. Rev. Castle conducted two virtual assemblies (with each class in their 
own classroom) and delivered an assembly about the importance of remembering all we can be 
grateful for this Christmas break, despite things being different to how they normally are. The pupils 
really enjoyed the assembly—thank you, Reverend Castle. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Christmas gifts for staff / donations to the school 
 
We are always so grateful for gifts from families to staff, and we never expect anything from any 
family. However, we know many families and pupils enjoy giving gifts. In addition, some families 
have contacted us recently and asked about making donations to the school for resources for the 
school/pupils instead of buying gifts for individual staff.  
 
If any family would prefer to make a donation to the school to be spent on its resources rather than 
buying gifts for individuals, they can make a donation through Scopay via the ‘Christmas donation’ 
event. This is for donations to the school for it to use on the pupils and the school. Families may 
wish, of course, to donate and still get individual gifts for some staff. There is also a Scopay ‘event’ 
for technology donations, if families wish to donate specifically to the school’s technology fund. 
 
To reiterate, there is no expectation to give a donation or give gifts to staff, and we recognise that 
families will make their own decision, but we wanted to put out options for those families that want 
them. 
 
Thank you in advance for your kindness and support. 

Christmas cards at Uplands 
 
We regret to say that we will not be operating our Uplands internal Christmas post this year. 
Children may still give and receive Christmas cards within their class bubbles, and these will be 
distributed in class. As a suggestion, your child may wish to give a card to the whole class rather 
than to individual children in a bid to be more eco-friendly, but this is entirely the choice of individual 
families.   

Uplands is on Instagram 
 
We have joined Instagram! You can find us @uplands_berks for Uplands or 
@forest.learning.alliance for our Teaching School, the Forest Learning Alliance. 
 
We will be posting ‘good news’ and positive events from Uplands to this page, the Twitter page and 
‘business page’ of Facebook. Other messages just for our families will still be put on the Facebook 
groups, but email/EdSmart/text/newsletter will continue to be our main communication methods. 

Talking Therapies: Support for our community 
 
We would like to introduce a message from Sarosh Khan, who works for Talking Therapies (within 
the Patient Engagement and Communications Team). Sarosh Khan emailed us to send out this 
message: 
 
Talking Therapies is a free NHS service here to support the residents of Berkshire aged 17+ who 
may be struggling with difficulties including low mood, anxiety and stress at this unprecedented time.  
 
If you are in need of support, you can call the Talking Therapies admin team on 0300 365 2000, 
alternatively you can Sign Up via their website referral form. To find out more about Talking 
Therapies and the services they offer, please visit their website. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://gateway.mayden.co.uk/referral-v2/7c824928-ff62-4838-855e-80d1281dfb94
https://talkingtherapies.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/our-therapies/
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News from Uplands Fundraising Community 
 
UFC Vacancies 
We are currently looking for volunteers to take on the following roles within the UFC: 
 

UFC Chair : The Chair provides clear leadership for the committee; ensures issues are 
properly debated and agreement reached; ensures all new members feel welcome and their 
contributions valued; maintains impartiality making sure all parties have a voice and 
opportunity to participate in decision-making; and works closely with the Treasurer, Secretary 
and Vice-Chair to ensure effective running of the UFC. 
 
Additional UFC Class Reps for Years 1, 4 and Year 5: Within their own particular year 
group, each Class Rep acts as a spokesperson for both the parents and the UFC. They assist 
in sharing information from regular UFC meetings and securing volunteers to help out at 
events. Most importantly, they provide a conduit for parents to provide feedback and put 
forward ideas about the way in which the UFC raises funds for the school. 

If you are interested in taking on the role of Chair or joining our team of Class Reps, please let 
us know. You can register your interest by emailing the UFC Secretary (Mrs Buckley) at 
ufc.secretary@uplandsberkshire.org or  our UFC acting Chair (Mr Sherwood, Head Teacher) 
at ufc.chair@uplandsberkshire.org 

James Sunderland MP Christmas card competition 
 
Congratulations to Lagandeep, who was a runner up in James Sunderland’s competition for a 
Christmas card! Here is the beautiful card entry: 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 retailers 
linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you are eligible for 
a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is turned into a donation 
and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see your purchases—we just 
receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
 
You can still use all your existing accounts and logons for retail sites like Amazon, Tesco, 
Sainsbury's, Waitrose, Argos, Boots, Debenhams, John Lewis and more. Please sign up today via 
the following link: www.easyfundraising.org.uk. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. If you want to see a short ‘how to’ video 
to see how easy it really is, Mr Sherwood has created a video which you can watch here. 

New Facebook Group for Uplands Alumni 
 
To keep in touch with our former pupils and families, we have created an alumni Facebook group. 
Please encourage family and friends who attended Uplands to join by searching for Uplands Primary 
School (Sandhurst) Alumni. We hope to raise the number of people in our school network to help 
support the school and give back to others who made the school what it is, so please do encourage 
others to join. 
 
Intiially, there will not be too much activity on this group but we will build engagement and support as 
the year moves on, so please do encourage those who have been linked with the school to join. 

Laptop donations! 
 
If any family has a laptop that they no longer need as they are upgrading, we would gratefully take it if we can use it 
and it is the appropriate specification. If you think you can help, please contact office@uplandsberkshire.org and 
we will be in touch to ask about technical specification or may need you to bring it in for us to check it over (after a 
quarantine period, of course!). We want to take donations but cannot afford to take laptops that are not suitable as 
we would then have to pay to dispose of them, so this is why we are asking for specifications and a discussion 
before accepting donations of laptops. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?q=uplands&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://youtu.be/27iJIa7MYX4
https://www.facebook.com/groups/644167409612376
https://www.facebook.com/groups/644167409612376
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Reading VIPERS Explained 
 
We shared this information last term and wanted to remind our families about the VIPERS 
language we use for supporting reading comprehension: 
 
You may have heard your child using the term ‘Reading VIPERS’ and wondered what snakes have 
to do with reading! This is a mnemonic we use at school to cover the key comprehension skills that 
we teach as part of the National Curriculum. The term ‘Reading VIPERS’ was created by Rob Smith 
from The Literacy Shed, a website which provides a wide range of interesting and engaging 
resources for teaching English. 
 
At Uplands, we use the term ‘Reading VIPERS’ to encourage children to actively think about the 
comprehension skills they are using when they read. These are: 
V - Vocabulary  
I - Infer  
P - Predict 
E - Explain 
R - Retrieve 
S - Sequence (KS1) or Summarise (KS2) 
 
Throughout our Early Years and Key Stage 1 classes, children will be introduced to these terms 
gradually, with each explained and contextualised. Once children reach Key Stage 2, they will be 
exposed to all of these terms regularly throughout their English work and other areas of the 
curriculum.  
 
Below, we have explained each of the VIPERS skills and given some examples of the kinds of 
questions you might ask your child to practise these at home. These question types can be applied 
to all reading materials, but also, pictures, videos and other media. We hope you will find this useful. 
 
We will also be sending home some example ‘VIPERS’ questions in reading journals to help children 
and parents with inspiration on conversations to have when reading together. Parents and children 
are encouraged to make brief notes in the reading journals when convenient, but this should not be 
at the detriment of having an enjoyable reading experience together.  
 
Vocabulary  
Children are taught to draw upon knowledge of word meanings in order to understand the text. This 
may also include finding and explaining the meaning of words in the context of what they have read. 
These conversations are a great way to discover which words children know and fill gaps in this 
knowledge, expanding their own repertoire of vocabulary. For older children, you could show them 
how to use a dictionary or the internet to find definitions. ‘Vocabulary’ questions might include finding 
alternative words or discussing which words are the most effective in an extract. 

 
What does ______ mean? 
Can you tell me another word that means _____? 
Which word tells you that the character is angry? 
Which word tells us something bad is about to happen? 
Which word in this section do you think is the most effective in building the suspense? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Reading VIPERS Explained 
 
Infer 
To infer is to find meaning that is not made explicit in the text. Children will use their understanding of 
a wide range of prior experiences to make sense of events in what they see and read. As children 
get more confident, they should start to increasingly back these inferences up with evidence from the 
text. They may paraphrase or even directly quote to justify what they think.  

Why was the character feeling happy? 
Why did the character run away? 
What kind of person is _____? How does the author show that? 
How can you tell the animal is in pain? 
How can you tell this house has not been looked after? 
How is the character feeling? How do you know that? 
What impression do you get of this setting? 

 
Predict 
Children are encouraged to predict what they think might happen based on the events so far and 
details that are implied in the text. The emphasis here is not to necessarily be right – if all books 
were predictable, that could become very dull – but to engage with the plot and actively think about 
where the journey of the story might go. 

Look at the cover. What do you think this book will be about? 
What do you think will happen next? What makes you think this? 
Do you think they will be successful in their quest? Why / why not? 
How do you think the character is going to react? Why do you think that? 
Look at the chapter title. What do you think might happen? 

 
Explain 
Children are encouraged to explain their preferences, thoughts and opinions about a text. As they 
get more confident, children should also be able to explain themes and patterns across a text as well 
as why authors have made certain choices and the impact of these on the overall effect of the 
writing. 

Who is your favourite character? Why? 
Would you like to live in this setting? Why / why not? 
Is there anything you would change about this story? 
How does the author build up the tension here? 
Why do you think the author doesn’t name the villain yet? 
Why has the text been arranged in this way? 

 
Retrieve 
This skill concerns finding and recording information located in the text. It tends to cover some of the 
more straightforward and closed questions that don’t require as much inference (often beginning with 
who, what, when and where). However, the challenge can lie in children having to skim back over 
large quantities of text. You can support your child by helping them to narrow down sections to 
search and scan for key words that will help them look for the information they need.  

In what year did the astronauts land on the moon? 
What did the parents decide to name their baby? 
Who was the first character to climb on the boat? 
Give an example of one of the grandmother’s warnings. 
Where did the squirrel hide the food? 
What were the three things Bob was asked to pack? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Reading VIPERS Explained 
 
Sequence / Summarise 
Children are taught to recap the events of a narrative and put them in order (sequence) or sum them 
up (summarise). This can be an effective way to remind children of the story so far in a longer text or 
to build familiarity with a shorter book or traditional tale. For younger children, the ability to retell a 
well-known story from their head is an important step in their development and will give them the 
foundation on which to build their own stories later on.  

How did the story start? 
What happened next? 
Number these events 1 – 5. 
Can you summarise the story so far? 
What happened in the story so far? 
How has the character’s life changed throughout this book? 
 

Picture books  
Here are some examples of VIPERS questions you can adapt to use with children who read picture 
books or wordless books.   

 
 
V – Use some words to describe Kipper’s bedroom to me. Can you think of a word to show how 
Kipper is feeling? 
I – How can you tell Kipper is feeling that way from the picture? What time of day do you think it is? 
What are his brother and sister trying to do? How can you tell? 
P – What do you think is going to happen on the next page? How do you think the story will end? 
E – Did you like that story? Why / why not? What would you have done if you were Kipper? Which 
character do you think helped Kipper the most and why? Which of these toys would you like to play 
with the most and why? 
R- Which room are the children in? How many children are in the room? Tell me about some of the 
toys Kipper has.  
S – What was the first thing that happened in the book? What happened next? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, the children took their phonics lesson outdoors and used a tap stick to explore the 
different sounds that they could make. The children tapped, banged and ran their tap stick along 
items made of different materials such as wood, metal and plastic, and they also experimented with 
how to make sounds louder and quieter.  
 
Both the Tuesday and Friday groups went to Foxes Wood this week for their Outdoor Adventures 
session. The children enjoyed sitting around the fire pit with their hot chocolate and a rich tea biscuit, 
whilst listening to the kernels of corn popping in the oil. Once it had cooled, the children took the 
poporn inside to thread it onto cotton and make decorations for a tree in Foxes Wood. It will make a 
lovely snack for the birds and the squirrels too! 
 
The children enjoyed another range of Christmassy activities this week, including making houses 
from the gingerbread scented playdough and playing in the 'melted snowman' gloop! Thursday's 
Santa Dash was also great fun and the children enjoyed wearing their accessories and running to 
the Christmas songs.  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception have been busy practising the songs for our Nativity play and we are looking 
forward to filming it next week, ready to share with our families.   
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children have been busy completing Christmas-themed 
activities, including designing a Christmas card, writing Christmas cards to family and friends, 
retelling the Christmas story with the small world Nativity set, making Christmas dinner in the mud 
kitchen and performing our Christmas songs on our class stage.   
 
In Phonics, the children were introduced to the digraphs sh, ch, th and ng, and practised reading 
simple sentences using words including these sounds. Alongside our phonics lessons, we have also 
assessed the children’s phonic knowledge and were thrilled at the progress they have made since 
starting school.  
 
Our finger gym activities were also Christmas themed, and included cutting out the Christmas tree 
and baubles the children had coloured last week. The children did extremely well at cutting, 
concentrating on turning the paper to cut accurately. The children also made peppermint creams as 
gifts, wrapping ribbon around a polystyrene hoop to create a wreath decoration and practising their 
handwriting skills by writing the insert to their Christmas card.  
 
Time and shape were the foci of our Maths lessons. On Monday, the children talked about what we 
do at different times of the day and night and completed a sorting activity. Later in the week, the 
children explored 2D shapes (squares and rectangles) and compared how they are similar and 
different.   
 
On Thursday, the class had lots of fun completing the Santa Dash, sporting their festive headgear. 
The children impressed us with their enthusiasm and stamina by running for nearly half an hour! Well 
done Reception!  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Each morning in Year 1, the children start the day by writing in response to a picture on the board. 
This week, our pictures have all been from Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler's work 'The Gruffalo's 
Child'. Some children have stuck closely to the original story whilst practising skills such as 
handwriting and spelling. Other children have chosen to use their imagination to create new ideas. It 
is wonderful to see how much more confident all the children have become when recording their 
ideas in writing. 
 
In Maths, we have been comparing numbers greater than ten. We have learnt to use the symbols for 
greater than (>) and less than (<). We have described these symbols as crocodile mouths. The 
crocodile always wants to eat the bigger number so it opens its mouth towards whichever number is 
greater.  
 
This week, we have also focused on RE. We have been learning about the Christian Nativity story 
and thinking about the significance of the gifts from the Three Wise Men.  
 
In addition, we very much enjoyed our Thursday Santa Run. Year 1 showed fantastic stamina, 
energy and enthusiasm.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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We’re starting to feel very festive here in Year 2, with Christmas only 14 sleeps away now! We’ve 
been enjoying starting our day with our class advent calendar and singing along to Heart Radio’s 
‘Sleeps ‘til Santa’ song.  
 
In English, we’ve started a new unit all about writing a diary. The children watched a clip from ‘Toy 
Story’ and ‘The Secret Life of Pets’ and considered what their toys or pets would get up to whilst 
home alone. The children then chose a toy- or pet-based character and collected ideas about what 
that character might get up to; then, they used these ideas to plan a diary entry written from the toy 
or pet’s perspective.  
 
In Maths, we finished our unit on division and used all we had learnt to solve multiplication and 
division word problems. The children have really got the hang of fact families and are able to 
successfully use the commutative law as well as inverse operations when solving problems. We are 
so proud of their progress in Maths this year and we’re looking forward to tackling some more 
mathematical concepts in the new year.  
 
In Geography, we looked at maps of Sandhurst and Bracknell and compared the two areas. We 
looked closely for similarities and differences and considered the different features of each area. The 
children also had fun learning about compasses and used them to work out what was North, East, 
South and West of Sandhurst.  
 
In RE we’ve been learning about the Christmas story and have been considering why Christians 
believe that God gave Jesus to the world. The children had fun re-enacting the story (complete with 
costumes) and remembered that Christians believe that Jesus brought hope, peace, joy and love to 
the world from our previous lesson about Advent. 
 
On Thursday, the children had so much fun doing the Santa Dash together! We hope you like our 
class photo! 
 
We’ve spent some time this week running through our (small) Christmas production in class and will 
be filming it on Monday! A big well done to the children for learning their lines and thank you so much 
for helping them with that. It would be great if the children could continue practising over the 
weekend, ahead of filming on Monday. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 
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What have we been learning in Year 2? (cont.) 
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This week, Year 3 published their newspaper reports for the well-known, highly reputable news 
source: ‘Thinking 33 Times’. We ensured that we took into account our editing points and focused on 
consistent, neat handwriting. The class were very proud of their journalistic creations!  
 
In Maths, the children reviewed their learning from the year so far with some targeted revision. They 
then applied this knowledge to our termly progress check, showing some great mathematical 
development throughout the class! ‘Additionally’, the class used their times tables knowledge to 
complete some seasonal mosaics and codebreakers. Their times table work this year has been 
fantastic and seeing them apply it to other tasks has been great! 
 
In History, Year 3 completed their Bronze Age presentations. All the presentations were of a very 
high quality, incorporating information from the last 6 weeks and additional research the children 
have conducted. Presentation skills are hugely important and the class showed confidence and a 
great grasp of some of the techniques required.  
 
Year 3, along with Year 4, embarked on the inaugural Santa Dash, donning some festive attire to run 
with their friends to some classic Christmas tunes. The children loved showcasing their running 
ability and pushing themselves to keep going when it gets tough. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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What have we been learning in Year 3? (cont.) 
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This week, Year 4 wrote and presented their brochures for a holiday to Egypt. We looked at lots of 
examples of leaflets and picked out the key features, as well as considering the kinds of persuasive 
language which would help to sell our holidays to customers. The children created a draft leaflet, 
considering the layout and how they could make it eye-catching and appealing whilst being 
informative too. After that, the class took time and care presenting their leaflets using neat 
handwriting and carefully chosen images. 
 
In our reading lesson, we reviewed the chapter of 'One Starry Night' that we had written as a class 
and considered how to make inferences about the text. The children backed up their opinions with 
evidence from the chapter and many even used direct quotes to justify their arguments.  
 
In Maths, we have been working hard on our arithmetic skills. The children sat an arithmetic test 
paper and we were overjoyed that every single child had made fantastic progress from the start of 
the year. Everybody tried their very hardest, which was lovely to see and made us extremely proud. 
 
This week in Computing, we finished discussing online safety by focusing on what a digital citizen is 
and how to be a good one. We followed this up by designing our own online superhero who focused 
on one of the aspects of online safety that we have been learning about this half term. The children 
really enjoyed designing their own superhero and deciding which aspects of online safety they would 
protect people from. 
 
In Science, we started a new topic - In a state - looking at solids and liquids and their properties. The 
children really enjoyed exploring a wide range of solids and liquids and investigating what makes a 
material a liquid and how that is different from materials which are solids. We used our investigation 
to list properties of solids and liquids. We also started preparing for our lesson next week by 
observing ice hands and how they melted. We observed the different variables which affect the 
speed of the ice melting. 
 
In History, we completed our Ancient Egyptian topic by thinking about why it is important to study 
past civilisations and being able to identify ways in which the Ancient Egyptians contributed to 
human development. The children wrote letters to the British Museum, explaining why they thought it 
was important for the museum to have an Ancient Egyptian display. 
 
In Design and Technology this week, the children all evaluated their musical instruments by 
comparing their finished product to the design criteria, thinking about the quality of their finished 
product and identifying opportunities for improvement. We also played a rendition of 'We wish you a 
Merry Christmas' using our instruments. 
 
On Thursday, the class enjoyed taking part in the Santa Dash. The children all did a fantastic job and 
showed the qualities of resilience, teamwork and motivation. It was lovely to see them encouraging 
each other. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, we based our writing on the 'Bear and the Hare' John Lewis Christmas advert. 
Firstly, the children annotated different pictures from the advert with words and phrases to describe 
character, setting and character feelings. We recapped the rules of punctuating dialogue before the 
children wrote an extract from the advert to include correctly punctuated speech. To finish off the 
week, the children chose the appropriate register and re-wrote the story either in first or third person.  
 
In Maths, the children learnt about square and cube numbers. They are now able to identify lots of 
different square and cube numbers and understand how to calculate larger ones. They moved onto 
some reasoning questions and explained whether the statements were true or false, or whether they 
agreed or disagreed with them (providing reasons as well).  
 
In Science, we recapped why it appears that the shape of the moon changes. The children 
remembered that the whole moon is always there but we can only see the part that is lit up by the 
sun's reflection. The shape changes as the moon orbits the earth and more sunlight is reflected. The 
children then produced a detailed diagram of the lunar phases.  
 
In Design and Technology, we had our final group cooking their healthy balanced roast dinner. We 
have been so impressed with the children's cooking skills. You never know, you may even get some 
help this year as they are all professional little chefs now!  
 
In Geography, we discussed the similarities and differences in politics and population between 
Cardiff, London, Edinburgh and Belfast and how this is influenced by natural resources. The children 
were able to explain how population has changed over the last 50 years in those four major cities. 
The children were given a range of different natural resources and they had to identify which 
countries and cities they would be able to get those natural resources from. Their challenge was to 
get them from as close to home as they could. In RE, we finished off learning about the Christmas 
Story by answering different questions.  
 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed completing different Christmas activities. They have created 
some fantastic Christmas cards, participated in the Santa Dash and loved seeing what the interactive 
advent calendar has to offer each day.   

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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What have we been learning in Year 5? (cont.) 
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Ho, ho, ho! Year 6 are enjoying the festive season and, in particular, taking part in the Santa Run on 
Thursday afternoon. The children, adorned in a variety of Christmas accessories, completed the race 
with huge smiles on their faces - even the teachers joined in! We finished off the week with our UFC 
Movie afternoon, and thoroughly enjoyed the delicious popcorn.   
 
There has been lots of work as well. The children have almost completed their Arctic Adventure 
stories and have kept focused throughout the longer writing sessions, producing some interesting 
and well-thought-through stories.   
 
In our Maths lessons, we have spent the week learning about co-ordinates and plotting these on a 
four-quadrant grid. We also looked at how we translate shapes, moving them from one position to 
another, and reflecting across a mirror line.   
 
During our History lesson, we looked more widely at the Bronze Age across the world and then 
compared the British Bronze Age to that of the Shang Dynasty. The children identified similarities 
and differences between these two civilisations and how the technological advances of this period 
impacted society.    
 
We revisited healthy eating and ways to keep physically fit during our PSHE/RHE lesson this week. 
The children looked at the impact of nutrition on physical health and what our bodies need to stay 
healthy. We also discussed other factors of physical health such as a good night’s sleep, plenty of 
water and a good amount of exercise. Finally, we thought about the relationship between physical 
health and mental health.   
 
In French this week, the children started to write and illustrate a short Christmas story in French – no 
English allowed! We are hoping to finish these next week. During Music, we practised singing a 
lovely Christmas song.     
 
In Science, we continued with our new unit on light. This week, we thought about how mirrors work 
and how we see differently when using a mirror to reflect images. We also thought about what 
changes we noticed when we looked at our environment through a mirror. We also asked the 
question ‘Can light go around corners?’ and looked at how to answer this scientifically.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? (cont.) 
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