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Autumn Term: Issue 13 04 December 2020 

Christmas has come to Uplands! 
 
Our hall has been decorated this week ahead of the Christmas period. We were delighted to be 
supported by Martin of Pen Parc Festive Trees (penparcfestivetrees.com), who provided us with an 
11ft Christmas tree!  
 
Pen Parc Festive Trees supply British grown, high-quality non-drop Nordmann Fir trees, cut to order 
and delivered to your door, so Martin came and dropped our tree off on Monday! The trees are an 
environmentally responsible option for purchasing a real tree, and are naturally carbon neutral as 
they grow and have a low carbon footprint compared to ones imported from further afield.  The 
company are also proud members of the British Christmas Tree Growers Association, so you can 
buy with confidence. 
 
We are delighted to continue to build partnerships with local businesses and we are very grateful to 
Martin for our wonderful tree. The children were in awe of the tree this week and there were lots of 
‘wow’ moments on Tuesday morning when the pupils arrived!  

Important Christmas Lunch information 
 
Please see the menus and information on the next page to order your child’s Christmas lunch. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://penparcfestivetrees.com/
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Christmas lunch, 16.12.2020 
 
Our Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 16 November. All Christmas lunches must be ordered via 
Scopay at the usual cost of a school meal by Tuesday 08 December to give Harrison the opportunity 
to order supplies. If you child does not wish to have a Christmas lunch on this day, they may bring a 
packed lunch that they will eat in the hall with the rest of their class. Please note that other meal 
options, such as jacket potatoes, will not be available on this day. Please also note: if you order a 
meal on Scopay between 09 and 16 December, the system will accept the order but it will not 
be processed and your child will not receive a meal. You must have ordered by the end of 08 
December.  
 
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, or if your child is eligible for free school meals, there 
will be no charge for the Christmas lunch. 

Santa Dash at Uplands! 
 
On Thursday 09 December, pupils from Nursery to Year 6 are invited to wear something Christmassy 
and take part in our first Uplands Santa Dash! This should not be a full costume as the pupils will 
change into PE kits, but tinsel, a Santa hat, Christmas hairband or other accessory is very welcomed! 
Staff have been invited to join in the run too (which will be staggered into group bubbles). 
 
We have noticed a great improvement in our pupils’ stamina from the additional exercise (including 
the Daily Mile) and this will be a fantastic way to finish off the year’s fitness at Uplands! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Cleaner Air competition 
 
The Public Protection Partnership promoted a competition (which we advertised in our newsletter) a 
few weeks ago, and we are delighted to announce that some of our Uplands children won! Please 
see the post below from the Public Protection Partnership and the winning Uplands pupils. 
 
We’re delighted to be able to announce our ‘Clean Air Anti Idling Competition’ winners. 
 
Back in October for ‘Clean Air Day’ we asked schools across Bracknell Forest and West Berkshire to 
help us design a poster to be used outside and near schools to promote the anti-idling message. The 
three winning images (three in each authority area) would make up a banner to be used outside 
schools. Along with the overall winning image to be used on posters, flyers, our website and stickers 
on lamp posts near schools across the boroughs.  
 
We were overwhelmed with so many amazing entries, which made the job of choosing the winners 
very, very difficult. We actually extended the competition to include some of great ‘straplines’ the 
children developed on their posters too.  
 
We would like to thank all the children who entered and the schools that got involved. 
 
The winning entries for Uplands were: 

 Overall winner across West Berks and Bracknell Forest: Raya, Y1 

 Best image: Raya, Y1 and Manminder, Y4 

 Highly commended entry: Lagandeep, Y3 
 

School/Nursery Photographs 
 
The school photographer will be visiting Uplands on Wednesday 09 December to take individual 
photographs of the children. 
 
Unfortunately, due to current guidelines, we will not be able to offer the usual range of photograph 
options. The photographer will take photographs of individual children from Nursery to Year 6, but will 
not be able to take pair or group photographs with siblings due to crossover of children in different 
bubbles and the inability to clean the photographer’s area between sittings. In addition, only children 
who usually attend Uplands Nursery on Wednesdays will be able to get their photograph taken, as we 
will not be able to accommodate other parents/carers waiting with their children. 
 
We understand that this might be disappointing for some families who look forward to the opportunity 
of having photographs taken of their children together; however, at this time, we must continue to do 
as much as we possibly can to keep our children safe and our school and nursery open. 
 
Please note: in order for your purchased photographs to arrive before the Christmas break 
(they will delivered to school on 17 December), all orders must be returned to the school office by 
4pm on Monday 14 December. There will be a box in the lobby for orders to be dropped off to. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/publicprotectionpartnershipuk
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, 
which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands 
website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Tuesday 08.12.2020   Deadline for ordering a Christmas lunch for 16.12.2020 

Wednesday 09.12.2020   School/Nursery photographs 

Thursday 10.12.2020   Santa dash (see info within this newsletter) 

Friday  11.12.2020   UFC movie afternoon (in school) and non-uniform day 

Wednesday 16.12.2020   Christmas lunch for Reception to Year 6 

Thursday 17.12.2020   Nursery Christmas party (within nursery hours) 

Thursday 17.12.2020   Class parties (YR to Y6) - info to follow 

Changes to consent form 
 
A copy of our consent form is available on the website here. If any changes are made to the 
document, this will be communicated via the newsletter. A minor change has been made to the 
Images for Publications section (“Facebook and Twitter” changed to “e.g. Facebook, Twitter). If you 
have any questions, please contact the school office.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/gdpr-and-privacy/
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Berkshire School Games advent calendar 
 
Schools and parents can access our calendar from either the Berkshire School Games website or via the link here: 
https://calendar.myadvent.net?id=6bd0cc71e38dad9135ed52faedfe0c5b 

 
 

A message from our Reading Ambassadors 
 
Our Reading Ambassadors were thrilled to see all of the amazing new books that have been arriving 
over the last two weeks, all donated by our wonderful  families as part of this year's Bookfest. We will 
be sorting and labelling these books next week, ready to be delivered to classes. Thank you so much 
to those who have donated; we are so lucky to have such a supportive community to help us on our 
school's reading journey. There is plenty more time to join in with Bookfest: if you have not bought a 
book yet but would like to, our wishlist can be found here: Bookfest wishlist   

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://getberkshireactive.org/advent-calendar
https://calendar.myadvent.net?id=6bd0cc71e38dad9135ed52faedfe0c5b
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/CVMXNGU7X3CB?ref_=wl_share
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Christmas gifts for staff / donations to the school 
 
We are always so grateful for gifts from families to staff, and we never expect anything from any 
family. However, we know many families and pupils enjoy giving gifts. In addition, some families 
have contacted us recently and asked about making donations to the school for resources for the 
school/pupils instead of buying gifts for individual staff.  
 
If any family would prefer to make a donation to the school to be spent on its resources rather than 
buying gifts for individuals, they can make a donation through Scopay via the ‘Christmas donation’ 
event. This is for donations to the school for it to use on the pupils and the school. Families may 
wish, of course, to donate and still get individual gifts for some staff. There is also a Scopay ‘event’ 
for technology donations, if families wish to donate specifically to the school’s technology fund. 
 
To reiterate, there is no expectation to give a donation or give gifts to staff, and we recognise that 
families will make their own decision, but we wanted to put out options for those families that want 
them. 
 
Thank you in advance for your kindness and support. 

Christmas cards at Uplands 
 
We regret to say that we will not be operating our Uplands internal Christmas post this year. 
Children may still give and receive Christmas cards within their class bubbles, and these will be 
distributed in class. As a suggestion, your child may wish to give a card to the whole class rather 
than to individual children in a bid to be more eco-friendly, but this is entirely the choice of individual 
families.   

Uplands is on Instagram 
 
We have joined Instagram! You can find us @uplands_berks for Uplands or 
@forest.learning.alliance for our Teaching School, the Forest Learning Alliance. 
 
We will be posting ‘good news’ and positive events from Uplands to this page, the Twitter page and 
‘business page’ of Facebook. Other messages just for our families will still be put on the Facebook 
groups, but email/EdSmart/text/newsletter will continue to be our main communication methods. 

Talking Therapies: Support for our community 
 
We would like to introduce a message from Sarosh Khan, who works for Talking Therapies (within 
the Patient Engagement and Communications Team). Sarosh Khan emailed us to send out this 
message: 
 
Talking Therapies is a free NHS service here to support the residents of Berkshire aged 17+ who 
may be struggling with difficulties including low mood, anxiety and stress at this unprecedented time.  
 
If you are in need of support, you can call the Talking Therapies admin team on 0300 365 2000, 
alternatively you can Sign Up via their website referral form. To find out more about Talking 
Therapies and the services they offer, please visit their website. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://gateway.mayden.co.uk/referral-v2/7c824928-ff62-4838-855e-80d1281dfb94
https://talkingtherapies.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/our-therapies/
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News from Uplands Fundraising Community 
 
UFC Vacancies 
We are currently looking for volunteers to take on the following roles within the UFC: 
 

UFC Chair : The Chair provides clear leadership for the committee; ensures issues are 
properly debated and agreement reached; ensures all new members feel welcome and their 
contributions valued; maintains impartiality making sure all parties have a voice and 
opportunity to participate in decision-making; and works closely with the Treasurer, Secretary 
and Vice-Chair to ensure effective running of the UFC. 
 
Additional UFC Class Reps for Years 1, 4 and Year 5: Within their own particular year 
group, each Class Rep acts as a spokesperson for both the parents and the UFC. They assist 
in sharing information from regular UFC meetings and securing volunteers to help out at 
events. Most importantly, they provide a conduit for parents to provide feedback and put 
forward ideas about the way in which the UFC raises funds for the school. 

If you are interested in taking on the role of Chair or joining our team of Class Reps, please let 
us know. You can register your interest by emailing the UFC Secretary (Mrs Buckley) at 
ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org or  our UFC acting Chair (Mr Sherwood, Head Teacher) at 
ufc.chair@uplandsprimary.org 

Face coverings / masks 
 
Please can we remind all children over 12 and adults to wear a face covering or mask when on the 
school premises (including collecting from clubs or dropping off / collecting from Kidz R Us). 

 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
An easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 retailers 
linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you are eligible for 
a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is turned into a donation 
and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see your purchases—we just 
receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users. 
 
You can still use all your existing accounts and logons for retail sites like Amazon, Tesco, 
Sainsbury's, Waitrose, Argos, Boots, Debenhams, John Lewis and more. Please sign up today via 
the following link: www.easyfundraising.org.uk. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. If you want to see a short ‘how to’ video 
to see how easy it really is, Mr Sherwood has created a video which you can watch here. 

New Facebook Group for Uplands Alumni 
 
To keep in touch with our former pupils and families, we have created an alumni Facebook group. 
Please encourage family and friends who attended Uplands to join by searching for Uplands Primary 
School (Sandhurst) Alumni. We hope to raise the number of people in our school network to help 
support the school and give back to others who made the school what it is, so please do encourage 
others to join. 
 
Intiially, there will not be too much activity on this group but we will build engagement and support as 
the year moves on, so please do encourage those who have been linked with the school to join. 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. We 
really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a sensible 
place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?q=uplands&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://youtu.be/27iJIa7MYX4
https://www.facebook.com/groups/644167409612376
https://www.facebook.com/groups/644167409612376
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In Nursery this week, the children have really enjoyed challenging themselves in PE. They undertook 
a range of activities including balancing across a thin beam, jumping from the tall platform, swinging 
on the rope ladder and climbing as high as they felt comfortable on the wall bars! An additional 
challenge was the taking off and putting back on again of their socks and shoes, all by themselves. 
They persevered in this task and we would appreciate it if this was something you could continue to 
encourage them to practise at home.  
 
In Phonics this week, the children played a game called 'the keeper of the keys.' One child was 
chosen to have this task and sat on a chair in the middle of the circle, blindfolded, and the keys were 
placed under their chair. The rest of the children had to sit very quietly and someone was chosen to 
creep up and try to steal the keys and return to their space without making a sound. The keeper of 
the keys had to listen carefully and try to guess which child had taken the keys, before another child 
had a turn in this role.  
 
In the enhanced provision, the children have enjoyed listening to records on our 'new' record player, 
making paper chains to decorate for Christmas, making marks in the shaving foam, doing each 
other's each hair at the dressing table, and using dried fruit slices and vegetable seeds to decorate 
their playdough creations!  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, the weather has become much colder and it has given Reception a chance to practise 
doing up their coats and putting on their gloves independently. We have been proud of the children’s 
determination and perseverance when getting themselves ready for outdoor play and their growing 
independence.  
 
The start of December brought much excitement to Reception, as we enjoyed creating our own class 
Advent Calendar, which we are having fun using to count down the days until the end of term. We 
also enjoyed opening the doors on our interactive Advent Calendar and watching the video clips 
behind each door. On Monday, in preparation for our upcoming Nativity Play, the children listened to 
the Christmas Story and discussed the different characters and what they might like to be. During 
child-initiated learning time, the children made paper chains to decorate the classroom, made 
Santa’s sleigh out of large construction materials and created repeating patterns using the cubes.  
 
In Maths, we continued to explore the numbers 4 and 5, by finding different ways to compose the 
numbers using Numicon and a 5 frame. We have been thrilled at how many of the children choose to 
set themselves maths challenges during child-initiated learning time and are developing their 
mathematical reasoning skills.  
 
In Phonics, the children learnt the phonemes y, z and qu. We played lots of phonic word building 
games practising blending simple three letter words and introduced the Monster Phonics Green 
Froggy Monster who changes e to ee sound in the tricky words he and me. This week’s writing task 
was to write a short caption or sentence about Stick Man, the children were fantastic at thinking of 
their sentence, orally segmenting the words and using the sound mats to help them identify the 
letters in order to spell. It was lovely to see how much progress the class have made since starting 
school and they should be proud of their achievements.  
 
Christmas was the focus of our Finger Gym activities, where the children enjoyed using the click 
together cubes to create cuboid presents, complete with a ribbon, matched buttons to the shapes on 
a Christmas tree, followed the dots to create decorations and coloured in a Christmas tree and 
ornaments, ready to cut out next week. Finally, we’ve no doubt you will start hearing the dulcet tones 
of your children singing the songs from our Nativity play, as they have been working hard in class 
learning the words and actions.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In Maths this week, Year 1 have continued learning to partition numbers into tens and ones. We 
have used a range of resources to represent numbers in different ways. Through this exploration, the 
children have started to develop a stronger understanding of place value which will support them 
with their calculations. 
 
In English, we have been completing longer pieces of writing based on the character Monty the 
Penguin. The children have produced some thoughtful stories expressing empathy for Monty who 
feels lonely until he has a penguin friend. In addition, we have also revised all our phonic sounds.  
 
In PE this half term, Year 1 have been focusing on the fundamental movements in gymnastics. They 
have been breaking down the sequences to a tumble and vault routine. The children have shown 
fantastic effort and resilience when trying to execute each gymnastic movement using the proper 
technique.  
 
In our PSHE and RHE, we have been discussing families. We have thought about how our families 
make us feel happy, safe and loved. We have considered some of the similarities and differences 
between families. The children practised listening very carefully to their partner so that they could 
discover something that their talk partner's family enjoy doing and compare this with their own 
experiences. We also shared the NSCPCC Pantosaurus song to revisit important messages about 
personal safety and privacy. This song is readily available online if you would like to listen at home.  
 
In our outside area, we have been excited to keep working with tools to create an amazing bug 
house.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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The first week of December has been a busy week for Year 2! On Wednesday, we spent the 
morning making our cars in Design and Technology. The children had a great time measuring and 
sawing their axles to size as well as attaching their wheels. They showed real team work throughout 
the lesson, helping and encouraging each other with each step of the project. We then took the cars 
to the playground for a race and to test out their stability. We may have lost a few wheels but we had 
a great time and it was wonderful for the children to see their designs become a reality.  
 
This week in Science, we looked at different sports balls and what was the same about them and 
what was different. The children then carried out a fair test to see which of five different balls was the 
bounciest. They measured the height of each bounce against the wall and cut a piece of paper to 
represent this. The children then created a bar chart and were able to decide which ball was the 
bounciest. 
 
We took to the streets of Sandhurst on Thursday morning for a rather rainy walk around our local 
area. We’ve been learning all about the human features and transport links of Sandhurst and seeing 
them in real life brought the maps we’ve been looking at to life. We visited the station and were lucky 
enough to see a train! It was very exciting and despite the rain, we conducted a very informative 
transport survey and now know for sure that the frequency of cars is much greater than trains and 
buses. We were also lucky enough to catch the snow window man in action which was utterly 
magical. The children thoroughly enjoyed watching the snowy scene take shape! We arrived back to 
school, a little damp, so we decided to spend break time snuggled up in the warmth of the 
classroom, defrosting with a cup of hot squash whilst watching Julia Donaldson’s ‘The Snail and the 
Whale’. We then spent the rest of the morning interpreting the data we had collected and created 
some informative pictograms about transport in Sandhurst. 
 
In English, the children have really enjoyed learning about the Grinch and they used all they had 
learnt to rewrite a poetic ending to the Grinch story. We were so impressed with what they produced 
and enjoyed hearing them reading their poetry aloud and encouraging each other. 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org          @uplandsberks                @uplandsberks                  @uplandsberks 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

 

What have we been learning in Year 2? (cont.) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://www.instagram.com/uplandsberks/
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Year 3 completed and edited their newspaper articles. They included a thorough 
chronological breakdown of the crime and added some quotes from the detectives, suspects and 
victims of the robbery. The reader was informed of what happened to Serena Snailbert after her 
confession and how she’ll be spending her time over the next few months and years. 
 
In Maths, Year 3 took their knowledge of multiplication, times tables, and equal groups, and applied it 
to division. We discussed sharing and grouping, using our skills to find different ways to approach 
division reasoning questions.   
 
In History, the children worked in groups to prepare a presentation on ‘Life in the Bronze Age’. Each 
group have opted for a different way to convey the information, aiming to be interesting and 
informative. They have been using their extensive notes and writing on Bronze Age life to inform 
their scripts and visual aids. 
 
In Design and Technology, we created initial designs for our cushions, drawing influence from the 
work of Laura Ashley or opting for a more seasonal approach. We discussed how well different 
shapes would translate in the printing process and that helped to inform our final choices. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed the importance of regular exercise. The children compared forms 
of exercise and asked themselves which types they could add to their regular routine. This week, 
Year 3 have been attempting to put this into action, finding new times and ways to improve their 
physical health.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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This week began with Year 4 going on holiday together! Sadly, it was just an imaginary holiday but 
we excitedly watched videos of tourist attractions in Egypt and decided which we would most like to 
enjoy on our 'trip'. The children then used the present perfect tense, such as 'I have swum with 
beautiful, tropical fish' and 'the weather has been extremely hot and humid', to write letters to a friend 
telling them all about their holiday. We discussed when the present perfect tense is useful and how it 
can vary in different sentence types and with different subjects. In our reading lesson this week, the 
children learned about intonation and how the use of your voice and which words you choose to 
stress can change the meaning of a sentence. The children worked in pairs to prepare a reading of a 
lovely poem, 'The Axolotl at Bedtime' by Catherine Johnson, and used intonation to convey meaning 
in their performances. 
 
In Maths, we have continued to revise all of the concepts that we have covered so far in Year 4, as 
well as working on our times tables. The children are working hard on their fluency and problem 
solving by moving between different question types and figuring out what strategies they will need to 
use to solve the question. We also looked at some missing number questions, which we've 
discovered are often much easier than they look if we don't panic and think carefully about what we 
know. 
 
We have also been getting in the Christmas mood by decorating our classroom. Mrs Mockridge also 
very kindly gifted us with a special advent calendar for our interactive whiteboard, which has 
provided lots of festive entertainment! 
 
In Computing, we continued thinking about online safety by creating a safe online profile. We 
discussed what it is safe to share online and what we shouldn't share online. The children all 
understand that they should check with an adult before they complete any online profiles. In PSHE 
and RHE, we thought about all of the little things that our loved ones do that show us that they love 
us. In RE, we followed up on our learning from last week by designing our own Christingles. In 
History this week, we started our lesson by remembering what daily life was like in the Bronze Age 
and asking questions that we wanted to answer about daily life in Ancient Egypt. We then spent the 
rest of the lesson trying to answer the questions that we had come up with. 
 
In Design and Technology, we completed and decorated our musical instruments. Some of the class 
started to think about which song they could play using their instruments. In Science, we looked for 
patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the instrument that produced it. We made our 
own pan pipes using straws and carried out different investigations to help us find any patterns 
between the pitch produced and the length of the pipes. 
 
Last week in PE, Mr Archer was very impressed with the whole class and their running. He said they 
had great stamina and their resilience had greatly improved. Well done Year 4! 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? (cont.) 
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This week in English, we have continued with our Explanation unit. We discussed how brackets, 
commas and dashes can be used to indicate parenthesis. The children understand that parenthesis 
is a word, phrase, or clause inserted into a sentence to add extra information. They know that when 
parenthesis is removed, the sentence still makes sense on its own. The children practised using 
parenthesis when describing how a specific part of their machine works. After, we moved onto 
planning and writing an explanation text. It was lovely to see the children work hard to ensure they 
included all the appropriate learning from the last couple of weeks.  
 
In Maths, we continued with our Multiplication and Division unit. The children consolidated their 
learning of short division by answering word problems and they interpreted remainders appropriately 
for the context. We then moved onto identifying multiples and factors, including finding all factor pairs 
of a number, and common factors of two numbers.  
 
In Science, the children finished off their posters explaining why we have seasons. We then moved 
on to look at the phases of the moon and why the moon looks as if it is changing shape. Even though 
the entire moon is present, the children have learnt that sometimes only part of the moon is visible 
due to the reflection of the sun. In Design and Technology, we had the next group in the kitchen 
cooking their Christmas roasts with Mrs McCann. The children safely used cooking techniques and 
tools to prepare their meal. The rest of the children finished off their vitamins and minerals 
information leaflets.  
 
This week in Geography, we discussed what natural resources are. The children understand 
agricultural and geological resources. They located the natural resources and transport links on a 
map of the UK. To finish off the lesson the children explained some similarities and differences of the 
natural resources and transport links between London, Cardiff, Belfast and Edinburgh.  
 
This week in RE, we started off by discussing the term 'true'. We then moved onto evaluating 
different accounts of the Christmas story and understanding that stories can be true in different 
ways. The children read two different accounts of the Christmas story (Luke and Matthew) before 
discussing any similarities and differences. Year 5 have started their countdown to Christmas and 
are opening their interactive advent calendar every day.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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The Christmas spirit has most definitely arrived in Year 6 and on Monday afternoon, ready for the 1
st
 

December, the children decorated our classroom - much to their delight!   
 
During our English lessons this week, the children have been busy writing their Arctic Adventure 
story. We have spent lots of time and energy writing, checking, editing and improving the different 
sections of this story, focusing on character, setting and interweaving plot within description and 
dialogue. The stories are looking fantastic and I’m hoping to send a copy home with the children to 
share with you once they are complete.  
 
We continued to use cubist influence to sketch during Art and Design this week. We started by 
analysing our work from last week, looking at ways we could improve it, and then developing our 
sketches using a variety of techniques.    
 
In Science, we started our new unit ‘Light’, by thinking about how we see. We learned about the 
different parts that make up our eyes and how light travels (and is reflected) in order that we can see 
objects. We then tried to answer a range of questions about light and designing ways in which we 
could prove/test our ideas.   
 
This week in Maths, we finished our extended unit on fractions. The final areas to cover were finding 
fractions of numbers, multiplying and dividing fractions, applying BODMAS rules to fraction 
calculations and finding the whole from a fraction. This is always a difficult area for many children but 
we have definitely seen great improvements over the past few weeks.   
 
In French this week, the children began designing a booklet to showcase some of their work and in 
Music, the children were practising their singing. Finally, the children continued to work on their 
indoor athletic skills during PE this week. We finished off the session by using the kickboards to take 
part in an indoor sprint relay race.    

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Frimley Health and Care team have sent out this flyer, which may help families in deciding whether 
their child or children should be in school. 

New Blue Peter channel on YouTube 
 
Blue Peter have launched Blue Peter on YouTube at CBBC and have asked schools to send this 
information out to families. The Blue Peter team said: 
 
“We have world record breaking challenges, arts and crafts, environmental videos, cooking and 
baking how tos, inspirational films, gaming, celebrity appearances, dance routines and music 
performances. We also feature ways of getting a Blue Peter badge, behind the scenes footage and 
extra content about our incredible presenters Adam, Lindsey, Mwaksy, Richie and Henry the Blue 
Peter dog. If you, as a parent/carer, think your child/ren would be interested, all they need to do is 
subscribe to https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter (it is free to subscribe) and don’t forget to watch the 
live programme on CBBC at 17:30 every week, or on BBC iPlayer.” 
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A reminder of the current Tier 2 guidance, which we have been asked to share: 
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