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Autumn Term: Issue 11 20 November 2020 

Community support from The Co-op 
 
In recognition of their support of us, The Co-op have produced a poster which will be in their stores to 
celebrate the amazing fundraising (see later on in the newsletter). Mr Sherwood was also presented 
with a cheque for the money raised by Sandhurst Store Manager, Jazmin, and our Co-op Local 
Community Partner, Maria. 

Christmas gifts for staff / donations to the school 
 
We are always so grateful for gifts from families to staff, and we never expect anything from any 
family. However, we know many families and pupils enjoy giving gifts. In addition, some families have 
contacted us recently and asked about making donations to the school for resources for the school/
pupils instead of buying gifts for individual staff.  
 
If any family would prefer to make a donation to the school to be spent on its resources rather than 
buying gifts for individuals, they can make a donation through Scopay via the ‘Christmas donation’ 
event. This is for donations to the school for it to use on the pupils and the school. Families may wish, 
of course, to donate and still get individual gifts for some staff. There is also a Scopay ‘event’ for 
technology donations, if families wish to donate specifically to the school’s technology fund. 
 
To reiterate, there is no expectation to give a donation or give gifts to staff, and we recognise that 
families will make their own decision, but we wanted to put out options for those families that want 
them. 
 
Thank you in advance for your kindness and support. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, 
which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands 
website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is 
colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up 
the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much more quickly. Thank you for 
your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Diary Dates 
 
Please find our diary dates below. It is advisable to check these weekly, as some dates and times 
may change as the term progresses. Please also note that events will be added in as the term goes 
on, not just at the end of the list. Bracknell Forest set term dates can be found here. 

Day Date Who? Event and Information 

Wednesday 25.11.2020   Bookfest 2020—celebration of reading, all day 

Friday  27.11.2020   Bag2School Collection 

Friday  11.12.2020   UFC movie afternoon (in school) and non-uniform day 

New Blue Peter channel on YouTube 
 
Blue Peter have launched Blue Peter on YouTube at CBBC and have asked schools to send this 
information out to families. The Blue Peter team said: 
 
“We have world record breaking challenges, arts and crafts, environmental videos, cooking and 
baking how tos, inspirational films, gaming, celebrity appearances, dance routines and music 
performances. We also feature ways of getting a Blue Peter badge, behind the scenes footage and 
extra content about our incredible presenters Adam, Lindsey, Mwaksy, Richie and Henry the Blue 
Peter dog. If you, as a parent/carer, think your child/ren would be interested, all they need to do is 
subscribe to https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter (it is free to subscribe) and don’t forget to watch the 
live programme on CBBC at 17:30 every week, or on BBC iPlayer.” 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/news-events/term-dates/
https://bit.ly/3hNvZjR
https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter
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Children in Need donations 
 
We raised an incredible £413.64 for Children in Need from our non-uniform day on Friday 13 
November! Thank you to everyone for their kind donations. 

Reading Star of the Month 
 
Congratulations to Oscar in Y2, who is our first ever whole-school reading star of the month! Each 
class nominates a reader for their class for the month and then a winner is chosen at random. Well 
done!  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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News from Uplands Fundraising Community 
 
UFC Vacancies 
We are currently looking for volunteers to take on the following roles within the UFC: 
 

UFC Chair : The Chair provides clear leadership for the committee; ensures issues are 
properly debated and agreement reached; ensures all new members feel welcome and their 
contributions valued; maintains impartiality making sure all parties have a voice and 
opportunity to participate in decision-making; and works closely with the Treasurer, Secretary 
and Vice-Chair to ensure effective running of the UFC. 
 
Additional UFC Class Reps for Year 4 and Year 5: Within their own particular year 
group, each Class Rep acts as a spokesperson for both the parents and the UFC. They assist 
in sharing information from regular UFC meetings and securing volunteers to help out at 
events. Most importantly, they provide a conduit for parents to provide feedback and put 
forward ideas about the way in which the UFC raises funds for the school. 

If you are interested in taking on the role of Chair or joining our team of Class Reps, please let 
us know. You can register your interest by emailing the UFC Secretary (Mrs Buckley) at 
ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org or  our UFC acting Chair (Mr Sherwood, Head Teacher) at 
ufc.chair@uplandsprimary.org 

 
Date for next UFC meeting via Zoom 
Our next meeting, again via Zoom, will take place on Tuesday 24 November at 19:00. We will be 
looking to discuss and agree a set of fundraising initiatives for this school year.  If you would like to 
join the discussions, please email the UFC Secretary at ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org no later 
than Friday 20 November. 

UFC Secret Santa event! 
 
Due to the success of Secret Santa gifts in previous years, the UFC is excited to run the event again 
this year but with some changes that are in line with current restrictions. 
 
Secret Santa offers the children an opportunity to purchase a gift for their parents/carers or 
grandparents at pocket money prices. 
 
In true Secret Santa style, the gifts this year will be top secret, but rest assured they will be suitable 
for all*. Once ordered through Scopay, the UFC will wrap your children's gifts and pass them to 
school to be quarantined for the appropriate amount of time. Uplands will distribute the gifts in the 
week beginning 14 December. 
 
There will be 3 gift options, 1 for Men (M), 1 for Women (W) and 1 Food gift (F). Please feel free to 
order as many gifts as you would like. 
 
On Scopay, there are 3 ‘events’ set up, all with a zero balance. They are called Aut20 Secret Santa 
Men, Aut20 Secret Santa Woman and Aut20 Secret Santa Food. To make an order, ‘overpay’ for the 
amount of each item you want. All items are £2.00 each. To ensure we can make this work for your 
children and to avoid disappointment, please place your orders before Monday 30 November. 
 
* Previous gifts have included manicure set, gardening gloves, tool set, etc 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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Easy Fundraising! 
 
Any easy way to raise money for the school without costing you anything at all is to add the 
EasyFundraising add-on to your web browser and then shop online. There are over 3,500 retailers 
linked with EasyFundraising—when you have the add-on installed, it alerts you if you are eligible for 
a free donation and Uplands is given commission for your purchase. That is turned into a donation 
and given back to the school. Please note that the school CANNOT see your purchases—we just 
receive commission as a lump sum from the collective users 
 
You can still use all your existing accounts and logons for retail sites like Amazon, Tesco, 
Sainsbury's, Waitrose, Argos, Boots, Debenhams, John Lewis and more. Please sign up today via 
the following link: www.easyfundraising.org.uk. 
 
Click here to access the Uplands page for EasyFundraising. If you want to see a short ‘how to’ video 
to see how easy it really is, Mr Sherwood has created a video which you can watch here. 

Bag2School: 27 November 
 
Despite lockdown, we have assessed the possible risk, and feel we can still support a Bag2School 
collection. However, the date has now changed. Our next collection for Bag2School will be on Friday 
27 November. Please bring your bagged clothes and other textiles and drop them under the 
bike shed next to the Year 1 classroom. Please visit the website for more information about suitable 
items to donate. We kindly request that you do not bring items in before this date as we do not have 
the capacity to store them. 

New Facebook Group for Uplands Alumni 
 
To keep in touch with our former pupils and families, we have created an alumni Facebook group. 
Please encourage family and friends who attended Uplands to join by searching for Uplands Primary 
School (Sandhurst) Alumni. We hope to raise the number of people in our school network to help 
support the school and give back to others who made the school what it is, so please do encourage 
others to join. 
 
Intiially, there will not be too much activity on this group but we will build engagement and support as 
the year moves on, so please do encourage those who have been linked with the school to join. 

Odd socks day! 
 
On behalf of our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, we would like to thank everyone for wearing odd socks 
on Monday and raising awareness about differences and being kind to each other! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/uplandsschoolsandhurst/?q=uplands&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://youtu.be/27iJIa7MYX4
https://www.facebook.com/groups/644167409612376
https://www.facebook.com/groups/644167409612376
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Donations for First Days Children’s Charity 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Co-op Community Support 
 
In recognition of their support of us, The Co-op have produced a poster which will be in their stores to 
celebrate the amazing fundraising.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Berkshire COVID-19 support questionnaire 
 
Please see below a note from Public Health Berkshire, requesting support via a survey: 
 

Insight survey – Bracknell Forest and Berkshire as a whole needs your feedback! 
Our public health team is currently working to understand how we can communicate key 
COVID-19 messages in an engaging, motivating and mobilising way with people living in 
Bracknell Forest and across Berkshire, and we need your help.  
 
This work needs your valuable feedback, so please do let us know what you think via the 
insight survey, which has just launched: www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PHBerkshireCOVID-19/ 
As a thank you for taking part, there's the chance to win a £50 shopping voucher.  

Harrison Catering - competition winner! 
 
Congratulations to the winner of Harrison Catering’s picture competition! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PHBerkshireCOVID-19/?fbclid=IwAR0uxOEHsyI1jQPoSDseTRp6nRNtX-zgifujS9sO5r3n8skY1C2wija5RWw
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This week in Phonics, we continued to develop the children's listening and attention skills by giving 
them clues that described an animal in front of them. Once they felt confident, they could choose an 
animal and think of words and sentences to describe it to their friends. In PE, the children have been 
practising their balancing and jumping at a range of different stations. Mr Archer taught them how to 
use their balancing arms as they walked across a beam or up the 'stairs,' to put their arms out in front 
of them and bend their knees when they were ready to jump and they have been practising landing 
on just their feet, with their knees bent.  
 
The Tuesday group went to Foxes Wood for an Outdoor Adventures session. They sat on the log 
seats and talked about autumn, the fallen leaves and hedgehogs, and the fact that they hibernate for 
the winter. The children then noticed a plastic bag in the circle and talked about litter and how it is 
not good to drop it. The children then took a walk to check that the rest of the area was litter free and 
picked up some (planted) rubbish. When they walked amongst the trees, they discovered a toy 
hedgehog stuck in a plastic tube, which they rescued before finding it a more suitable home for it to 
go to sleep and found sticks and leaves to cover it over.  
 
In our enhanced provision, the children enjoyed dressing up with different hats and bags, cutting 
leaves with scissors in the Tuff tray, exploring the tea themed items in the outdoor playhouse, 
creating scenarios for the animals in the small world jungle and enjoyed 'baking' at the playdough 
table with the cookery books and chocolate playdough!  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception enjoyed learning through the story of Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins and had 
fun using positional language to describe her route around the farmyard. 
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children became farmers pretending to feed the animals, 
creating small world farms complete with fences and pens to separate the animals and using the 
construction resources to design and make farm machinery.   
 
In Maths, the children explored the 2D shapes, circles and triangles. They sorted the shapes into 
sets and used mathematical language to describe their different properties. The children then looked 
at how Wassily Kandinsky used circles and triangles to create his artwork and then designed their 
own shape pictures.   
 
In Phonics, the children have been introduced to the phonemes l, ll and ss, learning that the long ll 
and ss are usually found at the end of words, such as puff and mess. They also listened to the story 
of Miss Oh No the pink monster, who is at the end of tricky words no, go and so. For the first time, 
the children applied their phonic knowledge to write short captions about where Rosie the hen 
walked and we are so proud of their work, some of which you can see below.  
 
During Finger Gym, the children used the chain links to create long chains and necklaces, then undid 
them, so they were ready for the next group, created baskets out of playdough, cut out farm animal 
shapes and matched them and practised writing their names.  
 
On Wednesday in PE, Mr Archer got the big apparatus out and the children concentrated hard to 
practise their balancing skills, ensuring they landed safely from a height. As a class, the children then 
had the opportunity to fine tune their balancing skills by going on the trim trail, where many of them 
were proud that they could walk across the balance beams and tyres. 
 
Finally, it was lovely to chat with all our parents during the parents’ evenings and share how well 
your children have settled and made progress since starting school back in September.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, you may have noticed a new face in in Year 1 team. We have been delighted to welcome 
Miss Clark to Uplands. Miss Clark has lots of experience facilitating children's learning within play. 
She has hit the ground running and has been working hard to get to know everyone and supporting 
the children with all their activities. We are very pleased to have her on board. Welcome, Miss Clark! 
 
In our Phonics, we have continued to learn alternate spellings for the same sounds. We have 
covered 'ow' as in 'cow' and 'ou' as in 'shout' as well as 'air', 'are' and 'ear' as the same sound: fair, 
dare, pear. Also in English, we have started to discuss how stories are structured. We watched an 
old Christmas advert and thought about how this short story develops. We are going to use this 
stimulus as a basis for our own longer piece of writing.  
 
In Maths, we have concentrated on describing position using the vocabulary first, second, third etc. 
as well as left and right. For example, 'Sam is first on the left but fifth from the right.' Lots of children 
continued this learning through the day by ranking each other's position in races or by giving 
directions. It would be useful to keep practising left and right at home.  
 
In our afternoons, we have started a new art topic focusing on Van Gogh's paintings of sunflowers. 
As part of this learning, we have practised colour mixing as well as exploring shapes, lines and 
composition. We have applied the same careful observation that we used last week in Science. At 
the end of the week, we created our own paintings using both real flowers and the art of Van Gogh 
for inspiration.  
 
Finally, it has been lovely to speak to all our families as part of parents’ evening. We hope you found 
these meetings useful.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What have we been learning in Year 1? (cont.) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, the children finished writing their persuasive letters to the old lady. They 
included lots of persuasive language features in their letters such as repetition, rhetorical questions, 
emotive language, groups of three and alliteration. They then spent time editing their work to improve 
it and up-levelled their vocabulary. They then wrote up their letters in neat and showcased their 
beautiful handwriting. The children were really pleased and proud of all their hard work!  
 
In Maths, we’ve been getting into the full swing of multiplication. The children have really impressed 
us with their existing awareness of times tables so thank you for all your hard work with helping them 
at home. This week, we’ve given the children their logins for Times Tables Rock Stars which we 
hope they will enjoy as well as a times table card to inspire them to continue practising and learning 
their 2, 5 and 10 times tables off by heart.  
 
In PSHE/RHE, we learnt about healthy eating and the food groups that help us to have a healthy 
balanced diet. The children know that in order to help our bodies work well, we need to make sure 
that we have the right balance of sleep, exercise and healthy food. The children used all the things 
we had learnt to create a healthy eating poster.  
 
During this week’s Design and Technology lesson, the children designed their cars and then 
presented their ideas to the class. They used their research from last week to help them decide 
which materials they want to use in the building of their car. They drew detailed diagrams and 
labelled them carefully with key words we’d learnt such as axle, wheel, washer and chassis.  
 
In Geography this week, we had a go at plotting human features on a map of Sandhurst. The 
children looked at the symbols used in OS maps and created their own symbols to represent the 
human features we would find in our town. They learnt that it was best to create symbols that were 
easy to replicate and that didn’t take too long to draw. As a class, we looked at the locations of the 
bus stops in Sandhurst and discussed why this was the case. The children are really enjoying 
learning about their local area.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Year 3 have been well and truly wrapped up in the mystery of the stolen Harry Potter 
figurine. They thoroughly investigated the crime scene, discovering all manner of evidence that 
pointed to six mysterious suspects: Frank Fortune, Serena Snailbert, Felicity Finkleberry, Mona 
Mousewood, Jasmine Jones, and Billy Brightwater. The Year 3 detectives produced police reports, 
detailing their theories and engaged in a fantastic debate about the evidence. The excellent 
investigation led to a final set of riddles to discover the location of Harry Potter. He is now safe and 
sound atop the smartboard once again.  
 
In Maths, we concluded our unit on subtraction and addition with some estimation, using near 
numbers, and a thorough recap of the key skills we’ve learned in the past few weeks. We engaged in 
some fantastic mathematical discussions and focused on some difficult word problems.   
 
In History, we further discussed the technological advancements that came during the Bronze Age 
and began creating leaflets or posters to illustrate them.  
 
In Design and Technology, we discussed the properties of an effective cushion, focusing on the 
effects the stuffing has on the overall appeal. We compared several different types of stuffing to 
identify the one that would work best for our projects. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, Year 3 discussed the benefits of an active lifestyle on our mental and physical 
health. We talked about what effects a non-active lifestyle may have on us in the long term.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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It was lovely to catch up with so many of our families during our parents’/carers’ evenings this week 
and celebrate the amazing progress of our Year 4 pupils. The children were very proud and excited 
to share their work at home which has been wonderful to see. 
 
In English this week, we researched items that may be found in an Egyptian tomb and harvested 
interesting, authentic vocabulary to use in our work. The children revised the use of prepositions and 
used these to create sentences to describe the inside of an Egyptian burial chamber. Building on 
from this, the children imagined that they were an archaeologist or grave robber exploring the tomb 
and wrote a setting description. We were very impressed by the vivid detail and eerie atmosphere 
the children created. Throughout the writing process, the children reflected on their work with a 
partner to ensure they looked for ways to edit and 'uplevel' their work. 
 
In Maths, we have been revising all of the concepts the children have been taught so far this term. 
We have used a mixture of quizzes, activities, group work and even a 'mystery maths' session to 
consolidate these skills. A particular area that the class have found a little challenging is rounding so 
we focused closely on that. The children have also started to produce their own revision books in 
which they can explain different strategies and create their own questions. As we have so many 
budding teachers in the class, this seems to have been a popular activity! 
 
This week in Computing, we talked about different search engines that the children have used 
before. We then discussed how to use search engines effectively. While they were using the search 
engine, the children discovered how many key words would give them the results they needed in 
order to answer a particular question. 
 
For our Science lesson this week, we looked at whether sounds got fainter as we moved further 
away from the sound source. The children gathered evidence to help them to justify their findings 
and say whether they agreed that sounds did get fainter. Some of the class worked with Mrs Crease 
while others worked independently and some designed their own fair test. 
 
In History, we were very lucky to be joined on Teams by Mrs Crease's brother who used to work as 
an archaeologist. He explained to the children how archaeologists discover ancient relics and why 
they are so significant to our knowledge and understanding of ancient civilisations. Mr Parker 
showed us a Stone Age tool that he had found in Libya and was 100,000 to 500,000 years old. The 
children were also very lucky to have the chance to ask him questions too. 
 
In Design and Technology, the children used the design criteria ,that we devised in last week's 
lesson, to design their musical instruments and create annotated diagrams. The children have made 
lists of the materials they need and have been told to let us know if there is anything that they do not 
already have at home. 
 
In RE, we continued thinking about which part of the Nativity story is the most significant to 
Christians. We spent this lesson learning what each of the symbols, identified in our last lesson, from 
the Nativity symbolise. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we turned our focus from first aid to thinking about families. We started this new 
topic by remembering that while other families may look different from our own, they are still 
characterised by love and care. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? (cont.) 
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It was lovely to chat up with our parents this week and have the opportunity to speak to you all about 
how well the children are doing in Year 5. You should all be very proud of them. 
 
This week in English, we continued looking at biographies. We gave the children a list of significant 
people and they chose one of them to complete a biography on. They focused on their learning from 
last week and included complex sentences, adverbials and consistent tense within their writing. We 
were really impressed with the amount of detail they included and how interested they were to learn 
about people that have shaped our world. We started reading our new class reader 'Letters from the 
Lighthouse'. The children read aloud beautifully with increased expression. They had a set of 
VIPERS questions to complete that related to chapter one.  
 
In Maths, we have started our multiplication journey. We recapped short multiplication - multiplying a 
four-digit number by a one-digit number. When the children were confident with this method, we 
moved onto long multiplication. We worked through some examples step by step together. The 
children understand the importance of the 'sneaky zero'. Although some children found this a tricky 
concept, they persevered and overcame the challenge.  
 
In Science, we looked at 'What makes a day?'. We studied the movement of the earth and how its 
rotation causes the apparent movement of the Sun across the sky and that the Earth's rotation 
causes night and day. We looked at why days are longer in summer and shorter in winter and how 
the position of the sun affects shadows.  
 
In Geography, we explored four and six-digit grid references and how they are used to pinpoint the 
exact location of something on an OS map. We gave the children an OS map of London and asked 
them to write down the grid references for different underground train stations.  
 
In Design and Technology, we discussed what the children eat for their Christmas dinner and what 
makes an appealing and innovative Christmas dinner. They used their knowledge about existing 
products and what their peers eat for their dinner to help build up a picture of what might be included 
in a Christmas dinner. The children then chose ingredients and designed their own. They thought 
carefully about flavour and nutritional value. We are looking forward to getting in to the kitchen next 
week.  
 
In PSHE/RHE, we discussed physical health and the different ways you can lead a healthy lifestyle. 
We explored the physical and mental health benefits of leading an active lifestyle. The children 
created an information leaflet giving ideas of activities that would keep you fit both mentally and 
physically.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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We started our Arctic Adventure unit in English this week. During this unit, we will be writing an 
extended story set within the Arctic Circle – the children will choose a specific location to suit their 
story plan. To help us plan this story, we have been looking at some non-fiction texts and 
researching this area of our world and learning how to précis information (which means summarise 
by extracting the most salient points). We watched one of the BBC Frozen Planet series by David 
Attenborough, which the children really enjoyed, and have also started reading ‘The Way Past 
Winter’ to enrich our knowledge.   
 
We have continued working hard to demystify fractions in Maths this week! The children have been 
comparing, ordering, adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators, as well as 
improper fractions and mixed numbers. In addition, we have continued to focus on how to simplify 
fractions as well as recognise equivalent fractions.   
 
In History this week, we began to investigate the ‘Shang Dynasty’ and how they lived. We started by 
reading about their way of life, using secondary sources and writing research questions that we 
would like to answer.   
 
The children enjoyed creating a graph of how they travel to school during their French lesson this 
week. They had to ask one another what form of transport they use, then record and present it – all 
in French!   
 
During Art and Design, we attempted our first cubist works. We looked at ways to break down a 
shape and recreate it in a cubist style and practised some of our sketching techniques. We will be 
building on these skills over the next few weeks and hope to produce a lovely bit of cubist artwork.  
 
In PE this week, we practised our relay skills as part of our indoor athletics focus; however, due to 
the beautiful autumnal weather, we decided to take this indoor activity outside. The children worked 
hard to improve how they hand over the baton and looked at the most effective set up for their 
team.   

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Book recommendations for adults 
 
As part of our Bookfest 2020 celebrations, we asked our staff to recommend their favourite books for 
adults. We have gathered twenty good reads to share with you and hope this may be of interest 
during this November lockdown and beyond. Please note these books are not suitable for children.  
 
1. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 
For years, rumours of the ‘Marsh Girl’ have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North 
Carolina coast. When a handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect 
Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But there is more to Kya than meets the eye. A hugely 
captivating read recommended by many of our staff, this is the book we can’t stop talking abou! 
 
2. The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry - Rachel Joyce 
When Harold Fry nips out one morning to post a letter, leaving his wife hoovering upstairs, he has no 
idea that he is about to walk from one end of the country to the other. 
 
3. The Universe Versus Alex Woods - Gavin Extence 
Alex Woods hasn’t had the most conventional start in life, growing up with a clairvoyant single 
mother. An unlikely friendship with an ill-tempered, reclusive widower begins an improbable journey 
for Alex. 
 
4. The Binding – Bridget Collins 
Emmett Farmer is a binder’s apprentice. If you have something you want to forget, a binder can 
remove your memory and store it in a hand-crafted book, hiding your secret and removing the pain it 
caused. Then one day, Emmett makes an astonishing discovery: one of the volumes has his name 
on it. 
 
5. The Island – Victoria Hislop 
A dramatic tale of four generations, affected by war, illicit love, violence and leprosy. This acclaimed 
bestseller is a moving and absorbing tale set in Greek islands. 
 
6. The Eve of Man – Tom and Giovanna Fletcher 
A dystopian romance for young (and young at heart) adults that fans of ‘The Hunger Games’ may 
enjoy. Eve is the first girl born in fifty years. She’s the answer to the world’s prayers and the final 
hope of the human race. However, dark forces are at play and Eve begins to realise that the tower 
she is being kept in to protect her may be more of a prison. 
 
7. The Red Tent - Anita Diamant 
This deeply affecting and intimate book brings the fascinating biblical character of Dinah to vivid life.  
 
8. The Beekeeper of Aleppo - Christy Lefteri 
A beekeeper and his artist wife live a simple life, rich in family and friends, in the beautiful Syrian city 
of Aleppo – until the unthinkable happens. When all they care for is destroyed by war, they are 
forced to escape and must journey to find themselves again. 
 
9. The Silver Sparrow - Tayari Jones 
James Witherspoon has two families, one public, the other a closely guarded secret. When his 
daughters meet and form a friendship, only one of them knows the truth. Theirs is a relationship 
destined to explode.  
 
10. Girl Woman Other - Bernadine Evaristo 
This book follows a cast of twelve characters on their personal journeys through this country and the 
last hundred years. 
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Book recommendations for adults (cont.) 
 
11. The Flatshare - Beth O’Leary  
Tiffy and Leon share a flat and a bed yet they’ve never met. One works in the day and the other at 
night so it seems the perfect solution. A quirky and feelgood read. 
 
12. Our House - Louise Candlish 
One bright morning in the London suburbs, a family moves into the new house they’ve just bought. 
Nothing strange about that. Except it’s your house. And you didn’t sell it. An addictive reading with 
lots of exciting twists, this has been another book to get the staff talking! 
 
13. The Girl with the Louding Voice - Abi Dare 
At fourteen, Adunni dreams of getting an education and giving her family a more comfortable home 
in her small Nigerian village. Instead, she is sold to be the third wife of an old man beginning a series 
unforgettable events. 
 
14. Three Women - Lisa Taddeo 
A captivating read which charts the wants and desires of three women. A very critically-acclaimed 
novel which has prompted much discussion and respect amongst readers. 
 
15. The House we Grew up in - Lisa Jewell 
The Birds seem to be a perfect family until an unexpected and devastating event occurs. Years later, 
the family return to the house they grew up in to confront what really broke them apart. 
 
16. The Guest List - Lucy Foley 
This is a classic whodunit with a contemporary twist. The wedding cake has barely been cut when 
one of the guests is found dead. As a storm unleashes itself on the island the nuptials have taken 
place on, everyone is trapped.  
 
17. My Cousin Rachel – Daphne Du Maurier 
This classic mystery concerns Philip Ashley, who welcomes his cousin’s widow, Rachel, into the 
family home. Rachel is beautiful and bewitching but Philip’s cousin died in suspicious circumstances 
and Philip is unsure what to think or how to feel. Du Maurier is one of the best storytellers of all time. 
If you haven’t read her most famous novel, ‘Rebecca’, we would also heartily recommend that!  
 
18. The Lost Man – Jane Harper 
Under the unrelenting sun of the Australian outback, two siblings discover their middle brother, 
Cameron, dead. But the circumstances of Cameron’s death are strange and family secrets are soon 
uncovered. Harper has carved out an intriguing genre of ‘outback noir’ and we also recommend her 
first novel, ‘The Dry’. 
 
19. How not to be a Boy – Robert Webb 
Looking back over his life so far, Robert Webb considers the absurd expectations that boys and men 
have thrust upon them at every stage of life. This is a hilarious and heartbreaking read.  
 
20. The Neighbour - Fiona Cummins 
The Lockwood family move into their dream home only to find a terrifying event has occurred in the 
woods behind their new house. The Lockwoods are now watching everyone but who is watching 
them? 
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Frimley Health and Care team have sent out this flyer, which may help families in deciding whether 
their child or children should be in school. 

New Berkshire website for COVID-19 
 
Public Health Berkshire have launched a new website, https://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/  
which is described as a ‘one stop shop’ for information on COVID-19 in the area. Families are 
encouraged to use this and share to other family members to support them during this time. 
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