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Autumn Term: Issue 09 06 November 2020 

New guidance and plans 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank our parents/carers and other family members for their swift adoption of 
our mask/covering policy in the playground. This was very much appreciated, and our quick reaction 
to the guidance as a community was exceptional. I was invited to speak to BBC Berkshire on 
Thursday 05 November about the second lockdown, schools and guidance, and our efforts and 
leadership were described on air by Geoff Barton, General Secretary of the Association of School 
and College Leaders (ASCL) as ‘inspirational’.  
 
As you will have read from the letter sent on Wednesday 04 November, we have considered the 
implications of the government’s country-wide lockdown, as well as local infection rates and local 
information, and have updated our Operating Plan for Families, which is now on version 5. We have 
also updated our Operating Plan for Staff, our risk assessment and our infection control guidance. 
 
You will find the updated documents in the COVID-19 section of the Uplands website, which you can 
access by clicking here.  
 
We have, over the last few months, received many emails of support from families which were not 
expected but always brighten our days; thank you to those people who have taken the time to email 
in with a positive message, and thank you to everyone in the school community for your continued 
support. 
 
Mr P Sherwood 
Head Teacher 

Urgent book return request 
 
Please could all families look for any books from our Uplands library or from class libraries: we are 
missing a large number of books – mostly the newer, more popular titles. We like to offer all children 
a wide and exciting range of books, and we simply cannot afford to replace the books when they go 
missing. Please have a good look this weekend, and return any surplus books that you find next 
week. 

Poppy selling: next week 
 
We will be selling Royal British Legion poppies on the front and back gates on Monday 09 November 
and Tuesday 10 November before school. This way, we can avoid cash coming into classrooms 
whilst still supporting this worthwhile charity.  
 
You can  then purchase a poppy for your child and help them attach it to their clothing before they 
start school. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/covid-19/
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Uplands Fundraising Community Virtual AGM 
Tuesday 10 November, 19:00 via Zoom 

 
Everyone will have seen last week’s newsletter outlining our school’s urgent need for funding.  As a 
key fundraiser, the UFC provides a valuable source of income for the school and has, for a number 
of years, supported the purchase/rental of IT equipment, support that we hope the UFC will be able 
to continue to provide moving forward. 
 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has meant the UFC missed out on some of its key fundraising events at 
the end of the last school year and we are now eager, despite the challenging times we find 
ourselves in, to make up this ground. And that’s where we need some additional support because as 
you can appreciate, many of our traditional events such as cake sales, discos, bingo nights and 
summer fayres are simply not possible in the current circumstances so it is essential that we look at 
alternative fundraisers. Given this, we are in the process of compiling a list of potential activities for 
discussion at our Virtual AGM on Tuesday 10th November @ 19:00.  
 
To make these happen, we desperately need a Chairperson and a larger group of parents who are 
willing to take the lead in running/organising future initiatives. If you (or you and a group of friends) 
think you have the enthusiasm, drive and time to support us then we would love to hear from you. 
Simply get in touch by emailing the UFC Secretary at ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org or 
alternatively please join us via Zoom on Tuesday 10th November. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Head Boy and Head Girl 
 
Congratulations to our new Head Boy and Head Girl! Before half term, the school’s pupils and staff 
watched recorded video speeches from all the candidates and voted for who should be our new 
Head Boy and Head Girl. All the speeches were fantastic, and we were very proud listening to how 
much the pupils care about their school. Well done to everyone involved, and well done to our 
elected winners. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day.  
 
Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, which is the system we 
already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us.  
 
The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer 
could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up the morning routine for classes 
and help us get to the learning time much more quickly.  
 
Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Bag2School: UPDATE 
 
Despite lockdown, we have assessed the possible risk and feel we can still support a Bags2School 
collection. However, the date has now changed. Our next collection for Bag2School will be on Friday 
27 November. Please bring your bagged clothes and other textiles and drop them under the 
bike shed next to the Year 1 classroom. Please visit the website for more information about suitable 
items to donate. We kindly request that you do not bring items in before this date as we do not have 
the capacity to store them. 
 
 

Non-uniform day for Halloween 
 
Thank you so much to everyone who donated to our Halloween non-uniform day. We raised an 
incredible £480.10, all of which will go towards helping the pupils of Uplands. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
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Frimley Health and Care team have sent out this flyer, which may help families in deciding whether 
their child or children should be in school. 

New Berkshire website for COVID-19 
 
Public Health Berkshire have launched a new website, https://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/  
which is described as a ‘one stop shop’ for information on COVID-19 in the area. Families are 
encouraged to use this and share to other family members to support them during this time. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/
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Uplands Anti-Bullying Team 
 
We believe part of the reason for our excellent behavior at Uplands is our commitment to proactively 
teaching about anti-bullying and helping children understand how to interact with each other. We are 
pleased to have our new anti-bullying group at Uplands for 2020/2021. They will be very busy 
planning activities for Anti-Bullying Week on the 16—19 November. Uplands is a member of the Anti-
Bullying alliance, part of the Diana Award. Parents/carers can access their website www.anti-
bullyingalliance.org.uk for information, tips, and strategies to support your child. 

Our Reading Ambassadors for 2020/2021 
 
In our preparations for Bookfest, we would like to introduce you to our new Year 6 Reading 
Ambassadors. These children have been selected as they are a beacon of good reading behaviours 
in our school. Their role is to promote reading for pleasure and to provide guidance and support for 
other children who may need advice regarding book choices. The group is currently working hard on 
a project to reintroduce our 'Book Swap' scheme, which has been on hold in recent months due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, in a way which complies with our school operating plan. They will also be 
helping to prepare Bookfest. 
 
"Hi, I'm Byron. I'm one of your school reading ambassadors. My favourite genres of book are action, 
adventure and thriller. I also enjoy books which have elements of sadness in them." 
 
"Hi, I'm Maiya. I love reading because it's the only time you can embrace your imagination. It makes 
your writing much more creative and fun. Just by reading a page or two, you can learn and 
understand new, fantastic words to include when you communicate with people." 
 
"Hi, I'm Elsbeth. I'm a reading ambassador here at Uplands. I love to read and I want you to enjoy 
reading too! There are quite a few ways to improve your reading, but the best is to read!" 
 
"Hi, I'm Izzy and I'm very excited to be a reading ambassador this year. I would recommend 'Podkin 
One Ear' for those who like adventure stories. I'm excited to join you on your reading journey." 
 
"Hello. My name is Jake. When I started reading, I had a tough time. When I went into Year 3, I really 
got the hang of it. Now I am part of the reading team! My favourite book so far is 'Bad Dad'. I am 
excited to recommend books and help with book swap. I am happy I got voted to be reading 
ambassador - thank you." 
 
"Hello. My name is Haniya and I wanted to be a reading ambassador because I wanted to help 
children in the younger years fall in love with books. I will encourage everyone in the whole school to 
read amazing books, even the teachers! I will help other people who struggle finding books that they 
like and find the perfect book for them!" 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
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Christmas stocking appeal 
 
As part of our continued community efforts, we are proud to be supporting First Days, a local charity, 
who are organising donations of items to go into stockings to give to children in need at Christmas 
time. 

Please bring donations to tables that will be set up outside the school office during the morning of 20 
November (at school drop off). The items below are suggested for different ages, but you do not 
need to make up stockings or only buy all of the items for one age range. Any donations like below 
or other similar donations are welcomed: 

0-12 months 
Baby Wash 
Shampoo 
Toothpaste & Brush (0-2yr) 
Baby Wipes 
Board Book 
2 X Small Toys (age appropriate) 
Small snuggle toy 
Additional 1 or 2 items if budget allows 
 
12-24 months 
Baby Wash 
Shampoo 
Toothpaste & Brush (0-2yr) 
Baby Wipes 
Board Book 
Bath Toy 
Small Toy (age appropriate) 
Small snuggle toy 
Additional 1 or 2 items if budget allows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 -3yr 
Shampoo 
Body wash 
Toothpaste & Brush 
Story book 
2 X Small Toy (age appropriate) 
Crayons & colour book 
Additional 1 or 2 items if budget allows 
 
4-5yr 
Shampoo 
Body wash 
Toothpaste & Brush 
Story book 
2 X Small Toy (age appropriate) 
Crayons/pencils / pens & ad/colouring 
book 
Additional 1 or 2 items if budget allows 
6-8yr 
Shampoo 
Body wash 
Toothpaste & Brush 
Reading Book 
2 X Small Toy or game (age appropriate) 
Pencils/pen/stationery set & notebook/
paper 
Additional 1 or 2 items if budget allows 
 

9-11yr 
Shampoo 
Body wash 
Deodorant 
Toothpaste & Brush 
Reading book 
Game (age appropriate) 
Other stocking filler e.g. bed socks/keep 
sake/room decoration 
Pencils/pen/stationery set & notebook/
paper 
Additional 1 or 2 items if budget allows 
 
11yr+ 
Shampoo 
Body wash 
Deodorant 
Toothpaste & Brush 
Other stocking fillers - bed socks/keep 
sake/room decoration 
Pencils/pen/stationery set & notebook/
paper 
Additional 1 or 2 items if budget allows 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Poppy pictures! 
 
We have been working with Crowthorne Fire Station and the Co-op to create poppy pictures! Here 
are some of Year 4’s. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Blue Peter badge! 
 
Congratulations to this green-fingered eco-warrior, who was awarded a green Blue Peter badge for 
her work during lockdown on her garden. Those of us on Facebook were treated to a gardening video 
which was, in turn, sent in to Blue Peter. The green badge is awarded to those who have an interest 
in the environment and nature. Well done! 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Being big fans of The Curiosity Approach, (https://www.thecuriosityapproach.com/) we have already 
taken steps to remove the plastic from our home corner and replace them with authentic, beautiful 
and inviting things for the children to explore and play with. Long gone is the plastic food and tea set 
and instead we have a beautiful china tea set and a variety of 'loose parts' - open ended equipment 
that the children can use to represent any type of food, or item, that they like. This academic year, 
we have gone a step further and looked at how we can introduce this approach across our other 
areas, including the sand pit and writing table. This week, it was the turn of the playdough table and 
small world play. We put away the plastic garage, castle and pirate ship and instead supported and 
encouraged the children to use the open-ended resources available in the block play area to make 
their own. It has been a huge hit and has been wonderful to see the children's creations and how 
their involvement became so much deeper as they chose the appropriate resources to create their 
vision. They have worked cooperatively, sharing resources and creating and acting out wonderful 
stories with each other. At the playdough table, the plastic cutters were put away and replaced with 
natural resources and nature inspired mats and the children made some lovely creations, including 
monsters, faces and boats for a reindeer.  
 
This week, the children took part in their first Phase 1 phonics activity. The initial part of this phase is 
"Environmental sounds" - learning to tune into sounds, work out what is making the sound and where 
it is coming from. In small groups, the children took a walk around the school and the grounds to 
listen out for different sounds. They heard cars on the road, footsteps, taps running and children 
talking, among many others!  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.thecuriosityapproach.com/
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Autumn has definitely arrived in the Reception garden. On Tuesday morning, the class noticed that 
the Reception garden was covered in leaves. The children decided to use the brushes, rakes and 
shovels to collect the leaves and tidy up the lawn and patio areas. It was hard work but they 
collected three large bulk bags full of leaves.   
 
This week’s story focus was Meg and Mog which inspired the children, during child-initiated learning 
time, to use the mud kitchen and natural objects from the garden to create spells. Outside, the 
children used their creativity to the full, designing and making racetracks for themselves and the cars 
out of guttering and large construction equipment. It was fantastic to see the children working 
cooperatively and taking turns to take the lead, negotiating and testing out their designs. The 
children also explored cutting up a pumpkin and scooping out the flesh and seeds. This led to some 
amazing discussions around how slimy and slippery the pumpkin flesh was and how we could try to 
grow our own pumpkins using the seeds.  
 
Our maths lessons have continued to focus on numbers 1, 2 and 3. The children made collections of 
objects which represent the numbers 1, 2 and 3 and drew their own pictures to show these 
numbers.  
 
In Phonics, we have recapped all the sounds that have been taught so far this term and spent time 
practising blending and segmenting simple 3 letter words such as men, rat and cot.  In addition, we 
have also focused on rhyme and how we know when a word rhymes with another one. The children 
had fun reading and sorting the words which rhymed with Meg and Mog and then went on to create 
their own rhyming word lists with words like cat.  
 
This week’s Finger Gym activities had a spooky theme and included making playdough monsters, 
threading string through holes on a paper plate to make a spider’s web, cutting black paper strips to 
give Mog the cat some stripes and completing pencil control activities.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It has been lovely to see the children again this week and to chat with them about the activities they 
enjoyed in half term. You may have heard that we have made some changes in our classroom 
layout.  The children told us that they felt more grown up and we have responded to their wishes by 
giving them more space to work at tables.   
 
In our English, we have been thinking about autumn. We remembered our Science work from before 
the holiday and used all of our senses to explore the season. We spent time sharing our experiences 
using descriptive vocabulary. We enjoyed listening to an autumn poem written by Miss Judge and 
used this as a basis for our own writing. In Year 1, we can definitely see a difference from the start of 
the year both in the quality of the children's writing and in their confidence as writers. Our work in 
phonics also supports our writing and, this week, we have focused on the sounds 'ng' and 'nk'. 
 
In Maths, we have started to think about subtraction using pictures to represent the calculations. We 
have also looked at the relevant mathematical symbols.  
 
In Science, we have begun studying animals other than humans. We learnt the vocabulary 
mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians. We studied pictures of animals and started to think 
about the features we could see and how this might help us to classify the animals. We are looking 
forward to finding out more. 
 
Finally, we have said a temporary goodbye to Mrs Greenfield who will be at home during the current 
lockdown. While we will really miss Mrs Greenfield, we are lucky to be supported by Miss Greenfield, 
Mrs Jarvis and Ms Stokes alongside Mrs Brooker. We wish Mrs Greenfield a healthy lockdown and 
can't wait to welcome her back to our class.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It’s been really lovely to be reunited after half term and the children have come into school so excited 
to get back to learning. We kicked off our week with a new English unit all about a Moose and who it 
belongs to. The children learnt about the key features of persuasive writing and had lots of fun 
picking them out of a jar and discussing them as a class. Wilfred firmly believes that the moose 
belongs to him and has named him Marcel, whereas the old lady is certain that it’s her moose and 
that he answers to the name of Rodrigo. The children listened to the story and discussed who they 
thought the moose rightfully belonged to and then we had a special first class delivery! We received 
a letter from the old lady herself, stating all the reasons why the moose rightfully belongs to her. The 
children spent time looking at the old lady’s letter in detail and picking out the persuasive features 
she had used.   
 
We started our first unit in Design Technology this week and learnt all about wheels and axles. The 
children then had a go at making a wheel and axle as well as a chassis, which required a lot of 
resilience and motivation. It was lovely seeing the children that finished first choosing to help and 
encourage their classmates before testing that their own car worked. They knew that they needed to 
make a wheel sandwich in order to help their wheel work by sandwiching it between two washers. It 
was tricky threading the foam washers on but with a little bit of perseverance they achieved it. Once 
they were finished, we took the cars to the playground for a test drive. The children enjoyed having 
races in their houses although we discovered that the fallen leaves slowed the cars down a little. The 
children can’t wait to make their real cars later on in the term! 
 
In Maths, we continued consolidating our subtraction skills and ensuring that the children feel 
confident in the using the methods that have been taught. Thank you for all your hard work with 
helping the children practise these methods at home: they are really making progress and getting to 
grips with remembering all the key steps.  
 
On Thursday afternoon, to celebrate fireworks and because we sadly can’t go to any displays due to 
lockdown, we had our own pretend fireworks display in the classroom. We moved the tables, donned 
our coats and turned the lights off and stood together in the middle of the classroom to watch the 
2019 New Year’s Eve fireworks in London. It was a really special moment, ‘oohing’ and ‘ahhing’ 
together and pointing at the amazing spectacle of multi-coloured pyrotechnics before our eyes! 
 
We also spent time on Thursday being mindful, and completed a CALM meditation. We then spent 
time talking about and sharing how we are all feeling about another lockdown and how this one is 
different to how it was before. We are so fortunate that we are still able to be in school together and 
we reminded each other of how we can stay safe. We talked about the importance of staying positive 
in a time when lots of things we might have been looking forward to have been cancelled and how 
we can’t see friends and family in the same way as we have been. In the words of one of our class 
members, ‘We will get through this and we will be happy!’ 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Year 3 have had a brilliant first week back. We’ve ensured that everyone had the chance to discuss 
the events of the next month and the class are looking forward to lots of exciting learning this half 
term.  
 
In English, Year 3 been working on their use of pronouns and possessive apostrophes in their 
writing. We’ve begun our Secret Seven unit and have written fantastic summaries of the story so far, 
using these key writing skills.  
 
In Maths, we continued with our work on the column method. We used base 10 to improve our 
understanding and have practised both column addition and subtraction.  
 
In History, we created a timeline of all the world events we could think of, placing them in order. We 
dealt with BCE and CE, helping us to build a more comprehensive timeline, as well as improving our 
understanding of historical events. Our focus was on the Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age 
which we broke down further with events specific to those periods.  
 
Year 3 began their work on indoor athletic events in PE. They honed their jumping skills, attempting 
the standing long jump and the triple jump.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 
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It has been lovely to welcome our Year 4 children back this week and they have come back raring to 
learn! In English, we were evaluating our coal mining stories from last half term. The children thought 
carefully about their strengths in writing and the ways in which they have made progress, as well as 
any targets that they would like to work on and any help they will need to achieve these. The children 
also had a go at being the teacher by marking a story by a nine-year-old child and giving them some 
constructive written feedback. It turned out that the story was by Mrs Mileman when she was at 
school! We also learned how to correctly punctuate possession for plurals; for example, "the bunnies' 
whiskers" or "the children's hats". This week, we also finished our beloved class novel, 'A Girl Called 
Justice', which has been a real joy to experience together. Next week, we will be beginning 'Secrets 
of the Sun King' by Emma Carroll to link with our Ancient Egypt topic.  
 
In Maths, we have been recapping our learning from last half term with lots of quickfire games and 
quizzes to ensure we keep our learning fresh. We have also been investigating length by estimating 
and measuring lengths in the playground. The children learned to convert between millimetres and 
centimetres and centimetres and metres. Next week, we will be investigating kilometres and 
exploring the concept of perimeter. 
 
As it is Remembrance Day next week, we had a class discussion about the importance of 
remembrance and the significance and symbolism of poppies. The children discussed the subject 
very maturely and sensitively and decorated their own poppies beautifully. 
 
In Science, we continued our sound topic by finding out how sound vibrations travel through different 
mediums to our ears. The children made ear gongs using coat hangers and string. They then 
investigated different materials, such as wool and a variety of other metal items. We used the ear 
gongs to investigate whether sound travels better through solids or gases. 
 
In History, we began our new topic about Ancient Egypt. We described the difference between 
ancient and modern, located where Egypt is on a world map and located Ancient Egypt on a 
timeline. We also looked at other global ancient civilisations from the same era. 
 
This week in Design and Technology, we evaluated a range of musical instruments and investigated 
how they were constructed. 
 
In RE, we began our Christianity topic by starting to investigate the key question 'What is the most 
significant part of the Nativity story for Christians today?'. 
 
For our PSHE and RHE lesson, we learned how to make a clear and efficient call to emergency 
services. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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What have we been learning in Year 4? (cont.) 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org            @Uplands_Berks                   Uplands Primary School and Nursery 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week in English, we are finishing up our unit exploring poetry. We analysed 'Flanders Fields' as 
a whole class so the children understood the poems meaning fully before having a go at analysing 
one with their partners. We discussed different features of a poem - alliteration and repetition. The 
children came up with some great words and phrases that they were going to use when writing their 
own poem. The children were all very brave and stood up in front of their peers to perform their 
poems. This half term our class novel is 'Who let the Gods out?'. The children were excited when we 
started reading the book. We discussed their predictions of what they think the novel is going to be 
about.  
 
In Maths, we started our Multiplication and Division unit. The children multiplied and divided numbers 
mentally drawing upon known facts. Although some of the children found this a tricky concept, we 
completed some more questions together to ensure they were confident.  
 
In Science, we began our new topic on Space. The children learnt about the different planets in our 
solar system and how they move relative to the sun. They all created their own mnemonic to help 
them remember the order of the planets. They then made posters to show the planets in our solar 
system orbiting the sun.  
 
I am so impressed with the children's geography knowledge. The children labelled a world map with 
the continents, oceans and seas surrounding the United Kingdom. We discussed the terms latitude, 
longitude and prime meridian. The children used an atlas to accurately label the five main latitude 
circles and the prime meridian line onto their map.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children explored a variety of Christmas or roast dinner options and 
evaluated their nutritional content. They then explored the difference in Christmas dinners around the 
world, including thanksgiving in USA and Christmas BBQ's in Australia.  
 
In PE, the children started indoor athletics. They learnt about the standing long jump and triple jump. 
We broke down the elements of the jumps before practising them.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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It has been lovely to see how enthusiastically the children have returned to school after the half term 
break. They have quickly settled back into routine and have been working hard.  
 
This week in English, we have been reading and writing poetry. We have looked at rhythm, rhyme, 
structure, vocabulary and other poetic features in order to identify how they contribute to the 
meaning of a poem. Using selected poems as models, the children then wrote their own ‘Pet Poem’ 
and a house ‘Setting Poem’, by first making notes of their ideas, and then drafting and redrafting until 
they were happy with the finished poem. Lots of the children were keen to share their work and 
performed their poem aloud to the class.   
 
During our Science lessons, the children set up a practical experiment to observe and record plant 
growth according to a specific variation (e.g. soil type, moisture level etc.). They will be observing 
these over the next week or so to establish the degree to which growth is impacted by environmental 
factors. The children also ‘designed’ their own unique animal to suit a particular environment and 
thought carefully about specific adaptations that would allow it to survive within its habitat.  
 
In our Maths lessons this week, we have looked at understanding how the order of operations can be 
vital when calculating. We gradually built up to more complex calculations to increase confidence. 
The children have enjoyed challenging themselves with increasingly difficult equations. In addition, 
we focused on the importance of using mental strategies to help us estimate and calculate efficiently. 
We recapped a range of knowledge from preceding year groups and used this to improve our mental 
maths.   
 
We have moved onto a different area of PE this half term and will be working on improving our 
indoor athletic skills although where possible, we will do this outdoors! This week, the children 
warmed up by playing a fast-paced elimination game based on accuracy of throwing, spatial 
awareness and strategy. After this, they worked in pairs to develop consistency and technique for the 
standing triple jump and standing long jump event.   
 
The children have started a new unit in French and this week, were learning about modes of 
transport. Before half term, they had completed a unit on French cuisine and they finished this unit 
off by creating some delicious menus that were written in French. 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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What have we been learning in Year 6? (cont.) 
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