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News from Uplands Fundraising Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone will have seen last week’s newsletter outlining our school’s urgent need for funding.  As a 
key fundraiser, the UFC provides a valuable source of income for the school and has for a number of 
years supported the purchase/rental of IT equipment, support that we hope the UFC will be able to 
continue to provide moving forward. 
 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has meant the UFC missed out on some of its key fundraising events at the 
end of the last school year and we are now eager, despite the challenging times we find ourselves in, 
to make up this ground. And that’s where we need some additional support because as you can 
appreciate, many of our traditional events such as cake sales, discos, bingo nights and summer 
fayres are simply not possible in the current circumstances so it is essential that we look at 
alternative fundraisers. Given this, we are in the process of compiling a list of potential activities for 
discussion at our Virtual AGM on Tuesday 10th November @ 19:00.  
 
To make these happen, we desperately need a Chairperson and a larger group of parents who are 
willing to take the lead in running/organising future initiatives. If you (or you and a group of friends) 
think you have the enthusiasm, drive and time to support us then we would love to hear from you. 
Simply get in touch by emailing the UFC Secretary at ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org or 
alternatively please join us via Zoom on Tuesday 10th November. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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UFC Halloween Dressing Up Day 
 
Thank you to all families for your incredibly generous donations for the UFC today. The children 
looked amazing, and we hope that the fact that the children could dress up for the day went some 
way towards making up for the fact that Halloween is going to be a little different this year. 
 
 

Bag2School 
 
Our next collection for Bag2School will be on Friday 20 November. Please bring your bagged clothes 
and other textiles and drop them under the bike shed next to the Year 1 classroom. Please visit the 
website for more information about suitable items to donate. We kindly request that you do not bring 
items in before this date as we do not have the capacity to store them. 
 
 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Frimley Health and Care team have sent out this flyer, which may help families in deciding whether 
their child or children should be in school. 

COVID-19 guidance 
 
Please view our website for the latest risk assessment and Operating Plan for Families. 
 
Please note that, from after half term, we are asking Year 2 families to stand by the wooden shed 
and wooden fence (opposite the Year 2 door in the playground) to collect, so that we can remain 
socially distanced and the staff can then see all parents/carers who are collecting at once, as 
opposed to queuing as Year 2 families do in the morning. To clarify: the morning routine will remain 
the same. 
 
Thank you to a family for raising this suggestion—we think it is a great idea. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://uplandsberkshire.org/key-information/covid-19/
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Mental health app for parents/carers to help children 
 
We would like to draw parents’/carers’ attention to a new app, called Ollee, which is designed to help 
parents/carers with their child’s mental health. You can view more about the app here:  
https://parentzone.org.uk/introducing-ollee 
 

What is Ollee? 
Ollee is a digital friend for children aged 8-11, created by Parent Zone and funded by BBC Children 
in Need’s A Million & Me initiative, which aims to make a difference to children’s emotional 
wellbeing.  
 
It’s designed to help children reflect on how they feel and to process their experiences with the 
support and help of their parents and carers – and it does this by offering them advice about a range 
of subjects: school, family, friends, their body, the internet and the world. 
 
For each of these subjects, children can choose an emotion that matches how they feel about 
it: happy, angry, sad, confused, frustrated, stressed or worried. 
 
Next, they can choose from a list of topics – for instance, a child who was worried about school might 
be able to select ‘I haven’t done my homework’ as the cause of their worry. Finally, they’ll see a page 
of advice about the topic, presented in child-friendly bite-sized chunks they can read then or save for 
later.  

New date:  
Uplands Fundraising Community Virtual AGM 

 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we would like to let all parents know that our Virtual AGM 
scheduled for Tuesday 6th October has been re-scheduled to Tuesday 10th November at 19:00.  As 
originally planned, this meeting will still take place via Zoom. All parents/carers and staff are very 
welcome to join the virtual meeting.  
 
The AGM is an opportunity to vote in the following committee members: Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer 
and Secretary.  
 
If you would like to put yourself forward for any of the committee positions or for the role of Class 
Rep for your year group, please email our UFC Secretary by 17:00 on Thursday 5th November 2020 
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org).  
 
Please note: If you would like to attend our virtual AGM, please email the UFC Secretary 
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org) by 17:00 on Thursday 5th November 2020. You will then be 
sent the necessary link and password for the meeting.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://parentzone.org.uk/introducing-ollee
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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Inter House tournament 
 
Over the past two days, Year 5 and 6 have taken part in our first inter house tournament of the year. 
This time, the children played football. Initially, the children played a 'round robin' against each of the 
other houses and then they took part in a playoff to decide the winning house. The victors on this 
occasion were Lutra house with Cervus a close second place. We were all really impressed with how 
well the children worked together as a team and supported each other.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Christmas card competition from our MP 
 
Our local MP, James Sunderland, has invited all children form local schools to design a Christmas 
card. The five winning designs will be selected to use in the print run for Mr Sunderland’s official 
2020 Christmas card. One overall winner will then be invited to join Mr Sunderland with their parents/
carers for a private lunch at the House of Commons. All the winning entries will be on display in the 
Lexicon in the run up to Christmas. 
 
Competition Details: 

 Entries on A4 paper 
 Entries to be sent to: 
 10 Millbanke Court, Millbanke Way, Bracknell, RG12 1RP 
 Closing date: Friday 27 November 2020 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day.  
 
Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, which is the system we 
already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us.  
 
The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer 
could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up the morning routine for classes 
and help us get to the learning time much more quickly.  
 
Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
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Cleaner air competition 
 
Thursday 08 October 2020 was Clean Air Day: UK’s biggest air pollution campaign and a chance to 
find out more about air pollution, share information and make the air cleaner and healthier for 
everyone. The children have been learning about air pollution and how to combat it.  
 
The Public Protection Partnership have organised a competition to design a poster encouraging 
drivers to switch off their vehicles when stationary. The closing date is 06 November 2020, and the 
winning design will feature on banners across the area. Please see the poster below for full details of 
how to enter the competition. 
 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in Nursery, the children have enjoyed exploring some new additions to our provision. At 
the new writing station, we have added 2 typewriters which the children have greeted with 
enthusiasm, tapping the keys and watching the letters appear and then enjoying the 'ding' as they 
finish each line. We have replaced our sand tray with a new lower one and added lots of authentic 
resources and the children have enjoyed building huge sandcastles together, burying the glass 
pebbles and making ice creams. They have enjoyed exploring the new guitar, learning how to hold it 
correctly and play it. They have also studied the music book that accompanies it, looking at the 
musical notes and how they differ from the print that they normally see in their environment.  
 
In PE this week, the children have continued to practise their over- and under-arm throwing with 
some new challenges, including aiming and throwing a tennis ball into the bucket. After each round, 
Mr Archer totted up the score and the children congratulated each other.  
 
In the Outdoor Adventures session on Tuesday, the children explored the trees and discovered 
which ones were the best for climbing. Our rules are that the children must only climb as high as they 
feel comfortable, they must hold on with both hands in case their feet slip and they must be able to 
get themselves down. They really enjoyed this session and finished, as usual, with a delicious, 
warming hot chocolate. 
 
It has been such a lovely first half term. We have welcomed lots of you back and also had lots of new 
faces. It has been a delight to watch the children get to know each other, grow in confidence and 
independence and follow their own ideas and interests in whatever way they choose. We hope you 
have a restful week and we'll see you all after half term.  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org            @Uplands_Berks                   Uplands Primary School and Nursery 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week, Reception have had fun learning through the story of Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert. 
Throughout the week, the children have been looking for signs of autumn in our class garden and 
around the school. They were fascinated by the different leaf shapes and colours and the variety of 
seeds the trees produce; for example, acorns, sycamore keys and conkers.  
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children continued to explore the foliage in the garden and 
used the magnifying glasses to look closely at the veins on the leaves. They enjoyed painting leaves 
by mixing primary colours to make orange, green and purple, created their own leaf men out of 
natural materials, used the multilink to make repeating patterns for their friends to continue and 
made rowing boats and diving boards out of the large construction materials   
 
In Phonics, the children have been introduced to the phonemes, ck, u, e and r and the tricky words to 
and the. They have practised blending simple three letter words and we are really pleased with how 
quickly they are picking up the sounds and are able to write the graphemes.   
 
Our maths lessons have focused on numbers 1, 2 and 3. The children enjoyed watching 
Numberblock episodes One, One More, Two and Three, which introduced them to each number. 
They then used what they had learnt from the Numberblock episodes to make patterns using 1, 2 
and 3 colours.  
 
This week, our finger gym activities included flattening play-dough and pressing leaves into it to 
make leaf imprints, using laces to sew leaves, using scissors to cut straight lines and practising their 
pencil control by completing handwriting pattern sheets.   
 
Finally, we have been proud of how the children have settled into life at Uplands, and of the effort 
they have put into their learning over this half term.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In Phonics, we have introduced the Cool Blue character and learnt the sounds oo (zoo), ue (true), ew 
(crew) and u-e (flute). All our Monster Phonics characters are on display in the classroom including 
Angry Red A, Green Froggy, Eye I, Miss Oh No and now Cool Blue. These posters help to remind 
the children of the different ways in which the long vowel sounds can be spelled and it is great to see 
the children starting to use these in their writing. 
 
In English, we have been writing funny animals reports. This week, the children created their own 
funny animals and then described their animals' appearances, diets and habitats. Sunny the 
Meerkat, our character from the start of this unit, was disturbed to find out that he was the diet of one 
child's creation. Pizza was also a favourite food for many other imaginary animals.  
 
In Maths, we have continued to explore addition. Using Numicon, we found different ways to 
combine two numbers to make ten. We looked at how these number bonds can be represented as 
part-part whole diagrams or as number sentences/equations. We considered what '=' means by 
using Numicon in balance scales to show how different numbers, or combinations of numbers, can 
be equal to each other.  
 
In our Science lesson, we went back into Squirrel Wood to look for signs of autumn. We have also 
spent lots of time outside our classroom engaging in play-based learning. It has been great to see so 
many children with wellies and a coat in school. This has made it possible for the children to have 
fresh air and be physically active even on rainy days. Lots of the class were fascinated by the heavy 
rain this week and made great observations linked to our Science and Geography curricula.  
 
We hope you have a fantastic half term and look forward to seeing everyone again soon.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in Year 2, we’ve clambered aboard the Poetry Train for an express trip around the world 
of poetry! And what a fun journey it’s been! We’ve spent time looking at two brilliant poems, both 
about dragons, that have totally captured the children’s imaginations. Both poems (The Dragon who 
ate our School by Nick Toczek and Anyone seen my Dragon? by James Carter) include the poetic 
techniques of rhyme, repetition and alliteration. We’ve had a go at reciting them and also writing our 
own class versions about having a pet hippo complete with actions which I’m sure the children will be 
happy to show you! The children then had a go at writing their own poem about an exotic pet as a 
house group, taking time to listen to each other and share their ideas, ensuring that everyone had a 
chance to contribute. Once the children had performed their poems about pet tigers, polar bears, 
sharks, elephants and crocodiles, they chose their own exotic creature which would make an unlikely 
pet and wrote their own, individual poem about that animal. After editing and up-levelling their work, 
the children then came up with actions for their chorus and performed this to the class in our very 
own poetry recital. The children then enjoyed writing up a neat version of their chorus; we hope you 
enjoy looking at some of the results!  
 
In Maths, we’ve been continuing to work on subtraction and have started renaming. The children 
have learnt to knock on Mr Tens’ door and borrow ten ones to help them complete their calculations. 
It’s been quite tricky to get the hang of but the children should be so proud of how far they’ve come 
in learning these Year 2 methods and we’ll continue to practise them when we return after half term.  
 
In History this week, we looked at sources from the Great Fire of London and considered what 
makes them reliable. We talked about what they tell us about this fascinating historical event as well 
as recording our ideas in our History books.  
 
In Art, the children had a go at comparing their own paintings of a Tiger in a Tropical storm to Henri 
Rousseau’s original painting. We made our classroom into a little art studio and put on our art 
critique hats to talk about what we had done well and what we could do to improve next time.  
 
Year 2 have worked really hard this half term and I’m really proud of how well they have settled into 
life in Year 2. As a reward for all their enthusiasm and hard work and due to filling our class marble 
jar, we had a little class Halloween party on Friday afternoon. Complete with games, a spot of 
dancing, Halloween colouring and a viewing of ‘Room on the Broom’; it was a lovely way to end our 
first half term together.  
 
We hope you have a wonderful, safe half term and we look forward to seeing you all again in 
November! 

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
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What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org            @Uplands_Berks                   Uplands Primary School and Nursery 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

In English, Year 3 have been proudly publishing their stories and writing book reviews for each other. 
They have worked incredibly hard on them and are very pleased to have their hands on the final 
products! 
 
In Maths, we continued with our work on the column method. We completed addition and subtraction 
calculations, using 3-digit numbers. For some of the more tricky subtraction questions, we used a 
helpful rhyme: If there’s more on the floor, knock next door!  
 
In Art and Design, we finished our printing pieces, adding two more colours to our designs. Year 3 
used a range of skills to channel their creativity into some beautiful artwork. 
 
Year 3 continued to improve their football skills. We evaded the weather, heading into the hall for a 
team tournament with a twist. The class loved working together in teams and cheering each other 
on. 
 
This week, we also took part in the elections for head girl and boy. The children watched videos of 
the speeches and considered the candidates before casting their vote.  
 
Our weekly meditation session was a highlight, introducing some specific lighting to create a calm 
environment. The relaxation was followed by some meditative poetry, prompting a great discussion 
about kindness and how easy it can be to show people that you care.   

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
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We had a very exciting start to the week in Year 4 with our explorer-themed class party. This was a 
long-awaited reward for the children after filling their marble jar in Year 3. The children looked 
wonderful in their explorers’ outfits and we created lots of vibrant rainforest artwork to decorate the 
classroom. After that, we decided to be real explorers, journeying into Squirrel Wood to see what 
interesting natural specimens we could find! During the day, we also played games and watched a 
movie. It was such a fun day and the children were beautifully behaved. 
 
In English this week, the children have been publishing their coal mining stories. We discussed the 
importance of editing and refining our work before the children carefully wrote out the stories in their 
best handwriting, adding illustrations and eye-catching front covers too. It has been wonderful to see 
how proud the children have been of their work, and so many pupils have said they think these are 
the best stories that they have ever written. We will be sending these must-read books home after 
half term. In Maths, we revisited the column method of subtraction and using borrowing. The children 
remembered the method so brilliantly and were able to apply it to larger numbers successfully.  
 
This week in Science, the children continued learning about sound by identifying how sounds are 
made. It was a rather noisy lesson because the children were using a range of musical instruments 
for their investigation. Some of the children chose to discover how tuning forks worked and enjoyed 
seeing what happened when they held them against a table tennis ball suspended on cotton thread. 
 
In Computing, the children used everything they have learnt this half term to program and debug 
their own times tables quiz. They programmed their sprite to change depending on the answer given, 
added sound, changed the background and added a scoring system to their quiz. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we discussed who to talk to if the children need support for their mental wellbeing 
or to help handle their emotions. We also discussed the importance of seeking help for our friends if 
we are worried about their mental health. 
 
The children have not been set any homework for half term but they do have a list of the Year 3 and 
4 spellings in their homework book and we're looking forward to receiving challenges on Times 
Tables Rockstars! Enjoy your time together over half term. We are looking forward to welcoming the 
children back into school ready to learn. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, the children planned and have written their own narrative based on 'Carrie's 
War'. It was lovely to see how excited the children were when they found out they were writing their 
own story. It has been a pleasure reading the children's stories and seeing their imaginations flow. 
We then set the children a task to create their own propaganda poster based on an Uplands 
behaviour. As a treat for the children, we finished off the half term by watching Carrie's War.  
 
In Maths, we finished off our consolidation activities. The children worked extremely hard in Maths 
this half term and we are very proud of all they have achieved. We will begin our Multiplication and 
Division unit after half term. It will be great if the children could continue to work on their times tables 
over the break as these will really help their learning when we come back.  
 
In Science, we completed our unit on Forces with a quiz. We are really impressed with how hard the 
children have worked this half term. We are looking forward to starting our Space topic after the 
break.  
 
In History, the children wrote up their answers to our proposed question 'What was the impact of the 
railway on the local area?'. We finished off the topic by going on a local walk to Sandhurst station. 
The children were able to compare some pictures of Sandhurst station from 1909 to now. They all 
loved seeing two trains speed past us.  
 
In Art and Design, the children used all their knowledge on Op Art to create their own optical illusion. 
Some of the children chose to use complementary colours to help create the illusion of movement 
within their art.  
 
We are so proud of how well all the children have settled back in this half term. We hope you all 
enjoy a well-deserved break.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
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After a 24 hour delay due to the weather, Year 6 really enjoyed their visit to Snaprails Park. We were 
looking for evidence of variation between different plants and trees of the same species and whether 
this was caused by the environment. The children compared leaves from trees and looked for other 
evidence that might explain why for example, one oak tree was significantly bigger than another or 
why a beech tree had more/bigger leaves than another. The children took pictures of - or sketched - 
any evidence they could find and then recorded their ideas upon their return to school. We were 
fortunate to enjoy a beautiful autumn morning and a few additional photographs were taken to 
showcase the turn of the season. In Science this week, we also spent time researching an extinct 
creature. We looked at its environment and how it had adapted to survive there. We then tried to 
understand whether changes had occurred within its environment and led to it becoming extinct or 
whether another factor was the cause. The children tried to identify whether any changes happened 
suddenly or over time.   
 
The children completed their final practice arithmetic paper for the half term during Maths this week. 
We have been so impressed with the improvement that they have made over the past 7 weeks, with 
some of their scores going up by over 20 marks! We will continue to focus on sustaining this fluency 
alongside a renewed focus on reasoning and problem solving, over the next 7 weeks.   
  
For our English this week, the children created a piece of persuasive writing to encourage parents of 
‘naughty children’ to send their child to Camp Green Lake. We talked about how advertising 
language can be quite exaggerated and not always represent the full story, and how they could 
manipulate the facts to ‘sell’ Camp Green Lake to others.    
 
In Geography, we examined the idea of trade, including import and export. We thought about some 
of the products that the UK exports and imports and then followed the journey of a banana to try and 
establish the different stages it must go through to arrive in the UK. After this, the children chose an 
everyday item to research and then tried to find out the journey this item (or its parts) took to arrive at 
the shops. We also explored the concept of ‘Fair trade’ and what this meant.  
 
 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Uplands will not be running a half term club in October half term, but may do in the future. This half 
term, Kidz R Us are running their holiday club at New Scotland Hill: 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
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