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Autumn Term: Issue 06 16 October 2020 

Uplands in the news!  
 
Schools’ income has been impacted by the pandemic, especially during lockdown. Uplands, sadly, is 
no different. With no hall or other room rental and no additional fees from the families of children in 
the nursery who pay over their eligible hours, our predicted income (set in the budget before the 
lockdown was announced) will not be what we expected. At Uplands, we could have an income gap 
of around £15,000 to £20,000 by the end of March 2021.  
 
Mr Sherwood has been speaking with Bracknell Forest Council, local MPs and the Department for 
Education about this issue since May. Unfortunately, the funding to support schools does not 
currently cover loss of rental or other generated income, so we have nowhere to claim money to 
close this deficit.  
 
In addition, the pandemic also changed the landscape of technology, and laptops that we had 
gathered quotes for and budgeted to purchase were unable to be bought during lockdown and now 
are not available due to increased demand, so our new laptops for the pupils are, in some quotes, 
double what the previous quote was.  
 
Combined, these issues prompted Mr Sherwood to seek to find local businesses to link with and 
support schools with IT and other elements such as STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths).  
 
Mr Sherwood spoke with Bracknell News, who kindly wrote an article on this subject, which parents/
carers and the community may wish to read and share. The link is here. 
 
BBC Berkshire saw the article this week and interviewed Mr Sherwood on BBC Berkshire’s morning 
show on Wednesday 14 October. You can listen to Mr Sherwood’s interview and Cllr Dr Barnard’s 
comments afterwards, which were very complimentary towards Uplands. 
 
ITV Meridian then contacted Uplands in the afternoon of Wednesday 14 October after seeing the 
story. They felt it was a great idea and wanted to interview Mr Sherwood so, on Thursday 15 
October, a reporter and camera person arrived to film the school and interview Mr Sherwood and a 
few pupils. This aired on ITV Meridian on the evening of 15 October, and you can watch it here. 
 
Now is our local plea: Please share this newsletter far and wide with colleagues, friends and 
anyone you think could help. This could make a difference not just to the pupils in school, but 
to some pupils at home who desperately need technology to support their learning. We are 
willing to offer whatever we can to businesses who wish to support us, including branding or 
advertising, and hope to create positive links with businesses. Please email 
office@uplandsprimary.org if you can help. 

Headteacher’s Address 2020 
 
Please click here to view this year’s Headteacher’s Address from Mr Sherwood. This video is a 
celebration of last academic year’s successes and an outline of the expectations for the new year. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18788660.uplands-primary-school-headteachers-plea-local-businesses/
https://youtu.be/8rAliamTcBE
https://youtu.be/8rAliamTcBE
https://youtu.be/ttDyYNRLpok
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaWtT7HwjuV2mNqraYlU6OTsmosJK1YLy
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Harvest celebrations at Uplands 
 
This year, more than ever, the staff and children at Uplands have appreciated being able to see each 
other and have connections with friends, family and their school/community. We have also been very 
grateful for all that we have, especially after not having access to some things during lockdown.  
 
For harvest this year, we talked about gratitude and supporting others, as well as being thankful for 
what we have. To celebrate, we also held a socially distanced assembly outside on the playground, 
which was our first face-to-face assembly of the year (we have been conducting our other 
assemblies online). It was a special moment. Mr Sherwood led the assembly, and each class learnt a 
song which they sang to the other pupils from Nursery to Year 6. Year 6 sang ‘Harvest for the World’ 
to end the assembly, which helped remind us to be appreciative of what we have. Unfortunately, we 
could not record the assembly as we have a number of pupils who do not have consent to be on film, 
and we did not want them to be left out. 
 
After the assembly, our Year 6 pupils visited the Sandhurst Day Centre and local residents to give 
them gift baskets which were made up of the kind donations from our families at Uplands and 
wrapped by Uplands staff. The recipients were overwhelmed and it was wonderful for us to get back 
out into the local community. Each gift basket also had harvest pictures, poems and messages from 
the pupils to cheer up the recipients. 
 
Thank you again to all the families for their donations, to Mrs Mockridge and the Year 6s for their 
time and effort in organising the deliveries and to Mrs Rogers, Mrs Everest, Mrs Jarvis, Mrs Carr and 
Mrs Grant for helping wrap, organise and deliver.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Harvest celebrations at Uplands cont. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Harvest celebrations at Uplands cont. 

 
 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
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New date:  
Uplands Fundraising Community Virtual AGM 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we would like to let all parents know that our Virtual AGM 
scheduled for Tuesday 6th October has been re-scheduled to Tuesday 10th November at 19:00.  As 
originally planned, this meeting will still take place via Zoom. All parents/carers and staff are very 
welcome to join the virtual meeting.  

The AGM is an opportunity to vote in the following committee members: Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer 
and Secretary.  

If you would like to put yourself forward for any of the committee positions or for the role of Class Rep 
for your year group, please email our UFC Secretary by 17:00 on Thursday 5th November 2020 
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org).  

Please note: If you would like to attend our virtual AGM, please email the UFC Secretary 
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org) by 17:00 on Thursday 5th November 2020. You will then be sent 
the necessary link and password for the meeting.  

Harvest donations 

Thank you to the Coop and Mrs Salmon for the kind donations towards our harvest baskets. We 
were very grateful for the support for our community project. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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October / Halloween celebration in school 
Friday 16 October 2020 

 
On Friday 23 October, the UFC will be holding a Halloween-themed non-uniform day to raise much-
needed funds for new play equipment for breaks and lunchtimes. As you know, several of our events 
have needed to be postponed/cancelled, so we have missed out on some valuable fundraising 
opportunities. We think this is an ideal opportunity to raise money whilst remaining safe in this 
current situation. 
 
We invite you to dress up in your scariest and spookiest costumes, but please do not wear face 
paint/makeup and please leave your spooky accessories at home (broomsticks, swords, teeth etc.)! 
Also, please ensure that you bring suitable outdoor clothing for playtimes. As always, high heels are 
not permitted and long hair must be tied back.  
 
We will be collecting cash only on all three gates in the morning and the afternoon, so please 
remember to bring some money with you. The money will remain ‘quarantined’ over the half term 
period for safety reasons. 
 
We thank you in advance for your participation and generosity. 

School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day.  
 
Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, which is the system we 
already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us.  
 
The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer 
could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up the morning routine for classes 
and help us get to the learning time much more quickly.  
 
Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
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Cleaner air competition 
 
Thursday 08 October 2020 was Clean Air Day: UK’s biggest air pollution campaign and a chance to 
find out more about air pollution, share information and make the air cleaner and healthier for 
everyone. This week, the children have been learning about air pollution and how to combat it.  
 
The Public Protection Partnership have organised a competition to design a poster encouraging 
drivers to switch off their vehicles when stationary. The closing date is 06 November 2020, and the 
winning design will feature on banners across the area. Please see the poster below for full details of 
how to enter the competition. 
 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In PE this week, the children have participated in a range of challenges to practise their over-arm 
and under-arm throws with either tennis balls or bean bags and aiming them at the targets. 
 
On Wednesday morning, the third and final Outdoor Adventures group visited Foxes Wood to 
explore and learn the rules of keeping safe. Once the flames on the fire had gone out, the children 
were asked if they thought it would be safe to touch now, to which most of them responded yes. Mrs 
Chicken invited them to stand with her at the fire pit and she held their hand high over it to see how 
warm it felt, even though there were no actual flames. They practised walking safely behind the log 
seats and finished with a hot chocolate! Next week, Mrs Chicken has got a new activity planned!  
 
On Tuesday afternoon, the children took part in a Cosmic Yoga session. Icky Sticky the germ wanted 
to make everyone ill and the children had to be 'soapa' heroes" and learn the different moves to 
washing their hands effectively, in order to defeat him and his army!  
 
Other activities this week have included playing with new jewellery and musical jewellery box on the 
dressing table in the home corner, making cards to put with the Harvest baskets that have been 
created, being hairdressers, having fun with the remote-control car, creating tunnels with their legs 
for it to drive through and making cups of tea and hot chocolate in the mud kitchen!  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception have loved observing the seasonal changes of the trees and compared the 
different colours of the leaves. A couple of weeks ago, some of the class decided to plant a few 
grains of wheat, just like the Little Red Hen, and the children were thrilled that green shoots have 
started  popping up from the soil. During child-initiated learning time, the children have been little 
engineers creating waterways, building brick walls and pretending to mend the shed roof. They have 
also been eager explorers, comparing the capacity of a range of containers and ordering which holds 
the most or least in the water tray, made x-ray glasses to hunt for mini-beasts and been on a colour 
hunt in the Reception garden, matching different shades of orange and green with the foliage.  
 
In Maths, we explored repeating patterns and had fun creating patterns, using multilink bricks, 
stickers, natural objects and general objects from around the classroom; we even made a pattern 
using ourselves.  
 
In our phonics lessons, we recapped all the Phase 2 sounds the children have learnt so far, and 
introduced the new sounds g, o, c and k. We have been pleased by how quickly the children are 
learning their sounds and are able to blend simple words. The children also worked hard at forming 
the new letters, remembering to start on the line.  
 
In PE, the children continued to practise throwing and catching tennis balls in a cone, over and 
underarm and enjoyed playing team games.  
 
The finger gym activities for this week caused much excitement and needed lots of concentration 
and patience. They included seeing how long you could spin the mini-spinners for, cutting straight 
lines to create branches for paper trees, rolling chocolate scented playdough into small balls to fit the 
chocolate moulds and practising writing our names.  
 
Finally, the children enjoyed creating cards for the harvest baskets and singing outside as part of our 
Harvest assembly alongside Nursery.  

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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On Thursday afternoon, Year 1 had a lovely time out in Squirrel Wood where they built dens, played 
on the log swings and investigated how many different insects they could find! We also had great fun 
testing out how deep we could walk into the 'pond' before the muddy water came over the top of our 
boots and worked together in teams to dig giant holes. So that we can make the most of learning 
outside, it would be very helpful if the children always had a practical coat in school and ideally a pair 
of wellies.  
 
Moving back inside, we met the Oh No character from Monster Phonics and learnt to read and spell 
words containing oa (coat, boat), ow (blow, grow, crow), oe (toe, Joe) and o-e (home, nose). We 
have continued to use Meerkat Mail for inspiration with writing. This week, we used our creativity to 
write sentences about imaginary animals. We challenged the children to extend their sentences 
using 'and', 'but' or 'because'. We are prompting the children to re-read their own sentences to make 
sure they make sense as well as to keep remembering capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.  
 
In Maths, we have been practising addition and learning to record our work using the symbols + and 
=. We have also practised skip counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. Some of the children have chosen to 
extend their Maths learning outside by chalking numbers on the floor and playing games such as 
hopscotch.  
 
In Science, we have completed our unit of learning about the senses by exploring smell. We carried 
out a test to collect data about our preferred scents. In our class, the most popular scent was 
chocolate and the least popular scent was stilton cheese. Interestingly, an equal number of children 
liked and disliked the smell of lavender oil. In addition to exploring these scents, we practised the 
skill of recording our data in a table. We are working hard to understand how to use rows and 
columns to organise information. This week, we added stickers into a group table and worked 
together to analyse our results.  
 
Finally, we have been learning The Harvest Samba to sing as part of our Harvest Festival 
Celebrations. You may have enjoyed hearing your child singing this at home too.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In English this week, the children have been working on writing their own Jampire style stories. 
They’ve also learnt about how to change regular verbs into the past tense by adding the suffix –ed. 
However, irregular verbs aren’t quite as straightforward so we’ve spent time familiarising ourselves 
with the ways that Irregular Sue changes irregular verbs into the past tense. The children have put 
their knowledge of the past tense into practice by using it in their writing. They’ve also been working 
hard to include lots of lovely expanded noun phrases to ensure that their descriptions are interesting 
and exciting and enhance their stories. It’s been so inspiring to see a class full of enthusiastic faces 
when it’s time for English lessons; the children have really embraced this writing journey and they’ve 
been wonderful authors this week.  
 
In Maths, we’ve been focusing on subtraction and using the same methods we learnt about in our 
addition unit for this inverse operation. The children are slowly but surely getting the hang of these 
methods and should be so proud of what they’ve achieved this term in Maths. We’ve had a few 
lightbulb moments this week which have been so rewarding to see! 
 
During PSHE/RHE, the children learnt about bullying and what it means. They know that bullying 
means Several Times On Purpose and that we should say stop if we see it happening and tell an 
adult too. The children also learnt about how to stand up to bullies by being an Upstander. They 
sorted out characteristics of a Bystander and an Upstander and spent the afternoon making posters 
about how to be a good friend to others.  
 
In Computing, the children enjoyed spending time working on programming a story and creating an 
algorithm for their characters to follow. We had great fun sharing their progress as a class and they 
were really proud of what they had created.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In English, we have finally taken the plunge and started the writing of the fictional worlds we’ve been 
planning. Year 3 have built on last week’s plans to begin some amazing story-telling, using all of the 
skills we’ve been working on so far this term. 
 
In Maths, we approached addition and subtraction from a variety of angles. We have discussed 
methods we can use to do simple calculations in our heads, as well as fine-tuning our column 
addition and subtraction skills.  
 
In PSHE/RHE, we discussed what people use the internet for and what life might be like without it. 
Year 3 designed posters in pairs, suggesting some great ways to spend time away from screens.  
 
Year 3 honed their football passing skills in PE this week. They took their technique back to basics 
and worked brilliantly as a team. 
 
As part of a whole-school effort, Year 3 designed cards to accompany the harvest baskets we were 
sending out. We designed some vibrant cards with lovely messages and some information about 
what we’ve been up to in school. 
 
Geography this week included some discussion of the transport links we found on our walk last 
week, as well as where we could go if we used them. We then expanded this to talk about how 
essential transport links are throughout the UK and the world.   
 
Year 3 had a great conversation on the topic of Nelson Mandela and the role he played in South 
Africa. We talked about his life as an activist and how the country changed. Finally, we set aside 
some time to meditate, relaxing our bodies and minds after another busy week of learning.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
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Year 4 have really enjoyed preparing for our Harvest Festival this week. The children worked in 
house teams to create letters, cards and pictures to include in our Harvest gift baskets which were 
delivered to elderly and vulnerable residents in Sandhurst. The groups thought very carefully about 
their messages and how they could spread a little joy and happiness at this time. 

In English, the children have been writing their own coal mining stories and we have been blown 
away by the effort, pride and enthusiasm which has gone into this task. Some children have been 
writing for many hours in total and are still adding more detail to their amazing stories. It has been a 
real joy for the adults in the class to read such excellent, exciting and thoughtful writing and we can't 
wait to see the children publish their work and add illustrations next week. In Maths, we revisited the 
column addition method that we learned in Year 3 and moved on to adding 4 digit numbers. The 
children remembered this method incredibly well so we would like to thank families for any work they 
have been doing on this over the lockdown and summer periods - it has made a huge difference!  

In our reading sessions, the children have been begging for 'just a few more pages' of our class 
novel, 'A Girl Called Justice'. The book seems to have really captured the children's interest and we 
have lots of lively conversations about our latest suspects. The sequel, 'The Smugglers' Secret' by 
Elly Griffiths, is available if any families feel their child might enjoy reading about more of Justice's 
adventures in the future. This week in Computing, the children learnt how to add a scoring variable to 
their quiz. Next week, the children will be creating their own quiz using all of the information they 
have learnt in the last five weeks. After Computing, the children spent time on Times Tables 
Rockstars trying to improve their studio score. It is so good to see them working hard to improve their 
times tables knowledge. Keep up the great work Year 4. 

In Science, we started a new topic - good vibrations - learning about sound. We began by identifying 
how sounds are made and relating some of them to something vibrating. The children all enjoyed 
being allowed to make sounds in class, or listening to them, to work out how they are made. The 
children all produced a written explanation about why Sandhurst would have been a useful location 
for a settlement in the past during our Geography lesson. They used their knowledge from this term's 
lessons to help them to identify physical features which make an area suitable for a settlement to 
develop. In Art and Design this week, to follow on from last week's lesson where the children worked 
in a group to create a section of a watercolour painting, the children all completed their own 
watercolour painting. They enjoyed sketching their own design and using different watercolour 
techniques to complete their work. 

On Friday, we enjoyed the Harvest celebration outside with the rest of the school. The children 
showed everyone how hard they have worked to learn their harvest song 'Autumn Days' and did an 
amazing job of performing it with Year 3. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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This week in English, the children have been planning and writing their information leaflet. The 
purpose of the leaflet is to provide information to people living throughout the Blitz so they know what 
to do during a blackout. The children thought carefully about which organisational and presentational 
features to use within their leaflet.  

In Maths, we finished up the work on multi-step problems. The children were given a difficult problem 
-solving question with lots of clues. Although some children found this hard, they all persevered and 
got the correct answer in the end. We are very proud of the children for showing resilience. The 
children completed a mini end of topic quiz. We will be using this to help us identify any small gaps in 
their learning from this half term and will complete revision activities next week.

This week in Science, we continued looking at mechanisms and how pulleys can be used to lift a 
heavy load. We carried out investigations to demonstrate that the more pulleys used the less force 
needed. The children recorded their results on a line graph.  

In History, the children are going to be writing an essay answering the question 'What was the impact 
of the railway on the local area?'. This is a culmination of their topic for this half term. They produced 
detailed plans which include all the learning objectives and we are looking forward to the children 
producing some excellent work next week. 

In PE, the children took part in an inter house football tournament with Year 6. It was lovely to see 
their team spirit and their determination to win.   

In RE, we finished off our Hinduism unit. The children know where Hindu's holy place is (River 
Ganges). They understand that Hindus go to India to bathe in the water. They believe that this gets 
rid of any bad karma and purifies them. In Computing, the children completed their comic strips on 
their chosen area of online safety.  

Today, the children from Year 6 delivered our Harvest baskets to Sandhurst Day Centre. These 
included poems, letters and pictures created by Year 5.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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This week in Year 6, we have been working hard on our Harvest Festival song ready for our first 
outdoor assembly. It was lovely to see the whole school celebrate together (at a distance) and we 
were amazed at the number of donations we had received. Thank you! We really enjoyed visiting 
Sandhurst Day Centre and dropping off these fantastic parcels. It was great to be able to help our 
community, especially in these strange times.  

In Maths this week, we started by using division to solve problems. We challenged some of the 
children to take on the role of teacher and explain how they dealt with a problem. We then moved 
onto factors and learnt how to find common factors for a number, using factor pairs to help us. We 
also used our knowledge of multiplication to help us work out common multiples within a times table 
and investigated whether any patterns could be established to make this easier. We are really 
focusing on securing and speeding up our recall of times tables as it is crucial to many areas of 
maths. Please encourage your children to practise these at home. 

In English, we planned and wrote diary entries about the main character of 'Holes'. We also used our 
reading VIPERS to help us understand a larger section of text and answered questions based on our 
reading. I am encouraging the children to think in more detail about their comprehension questions. 
Even when the answer seems easy, I really would like to encourage them to think about how they 
know and what evidence they can find to support their answer. 

We learnt how to use 4 and 6-figure grid references to find/record locations in the local area using a 
map in Geography this week. We also thought about the local points of interest and key physical 
and human features. In Computing, the children tried to get more filming completed for 
their documentary project - we have been fighting the weather and may need to carry this on 
after half term! 

During PE, the children joined forces with Year 5 and had a trial run of an interhouse tournament. 
We will be continuing this next Thursday and Friday, and would ask that the children ensure that 
their PE kits are in school, alongside shin pads and football boots if they have them. Please do not 
worry if they do not have these items.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Uplands will not be running a half term club in October half term, but may do in the future. This half 
term, Kidz R Us are running their holiday club at New Scotland Hill: 
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