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Autumn Term: Issue 06 09 October 2020 

Science in Year 4! 
 
Last week, Year 4 were very fortunate to be supported in their learning by Sandhurst School. We 
spoke to the primary liaison technician about our porridge and digestive enzyme experiment. Not 
only did she provide us with the digestive enzymes for our experiment, but she also checked whether 
the experiment would work and which amounts of porridge and digestive enzyme would be needed. 
We then recreated the experiment in class and the children in Year 4 were able to observe the 
changes that digestive enzymes made to the porridge. The whole of Year 4 would like to thank 
Brenda Davies and Sandhurst School for their help and support. The pictures show the porridge 
before the digestive enzyme was added and then again after 20 minutes. 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. 

Headteacher’s Address 2020 
 
Please click here to view this year’s Headteacher’s Address from Mr Sherwood. This video 
(approximately 27 minutes long) is a celebration of last academic year’s successes, a look at the 
survey results and an outline of the expectations for us all for the new academic year. Please do take 
the time to watch this video and we hope you find it useful. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaWtT7HwjuV2mNqraYlU6OTsmosJK1YLy
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School meals 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a 
free school meal every day.  
 
Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi system, which is the system we 
already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the Uplands website.  
 
Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We cannot accept 
cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day of the meal. 
The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 
 
A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us.  
 
The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each child is colossal, and if each parent/carer 
could have that discussion and order from home, it would speed up the morning routine for classes 
and help us get to the learning time much more quickly.  
 
Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

New date:  
Uplands Fundraising Community Virtual AGM 

 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we would like to let all parents know that our Virtual AGM 
scheduled for Tuesday 6th October has been re-scheduled to Tuesday 10th November at 19:00.  As 
originally planned, this meeting will still take place via Zoom. All parents/carers and staff are very 
welcome to join the virtual meeting.  
 
The AGM is an opportunity to vote in the following committee members: Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer 
and Secretary.  
 
If you would like to put yourself forward for any of the committee positions or for the role of Class Rep 
for your year group, please email our UFC Secretary by 17:00 on Thursday 5th November 2020 
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org).  
 
Please note: If you would like to attend our virtual AGM, please email the UFC Secretary 
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org) by 17:00 on Thursday 5th November 2020. You will then be sent 
the necessary link and password for the meeting.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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Cleaner air competition 
 
Thursday 08 October 2020 was Clean Air Day: UK’s biggest air pollution campaign and a chance to 
find out more about air pollution, share information and make the air cleaner and healthier for 
everyone. This week, the children have been learning about air pollution and how to combat it.  
 
The Public Protection Partnership have organised a competition to design a poster encouraging 
drivers to switch off their vehicles when stationary. The closing date is 06 November 2020, and the 
winning design will feature on banners across the area. Please see the poster below for full details of 
how to enter the competition. 
. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org            @Uplands_Berks                   Uplands Primary School and Nursery 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

Christmas Cards with IQ Cards  
Deadline Friday 16th October 

 
Thank you to everyone who has already submitted their orders for this year’s Christmas card 
fundraising project with IQ Cards. For anyone still wishing to participate, we would like to remind you 
that the closing date for returning your child’s design and making payment via Tucasi (Scopay) is 
Friday 16th October.  
 
Just to recap - completed designs should be returned directly to a member of staff in the main office; 
this will ensure they are marked as received and not lost by children, in book bags or classrooms. If 
you require extra forms or flyers, there are a small number of spare copies in the school office.  
 
Due to the current climate and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we will remain cashless. Therefore, 
parents/carers must have an account with Tucasi (Scopay) set up so that they can order and pay for 
the Christmas card order. If a parent/carer does not have an account yet or is having trouble 
accessing their account, please contact our Admin Manager, Mrs Livingstone 
(office@uplandsprimary.org) who will assist you. Please make the payment under the item AUT20 
UFC IQ Cards. When you make payment for the order, within Tucasi, the system will ask if you want 
to make an over payment; please answer yes and it will then allow you to add the amount you need 
to pay.  
 
To enable us to meet the deadline for returning the designs to IQ Cards, please hand in your child’s 
design and ensure payment has been made by Friday 16th October 2020. If payment is not received 
by October 16th then your order will not be sent to IQ cards. Your order will be delivered back to 
school at the beginning of December and sent home with your child.  
 
Kind regards, 
Uplands Fundraising Community Team  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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We've had a busy week outdoors in Nursery! On Monday, after a weekend of rain, the children 
worked together to create a large puddle in the mud kitchen. They emptied every container that they 
could find that had collected water and walked through their puddle, noting as it grew higher and 
higher around their wellies. Albeit a bit late for some, we suggested they put the blue splash suits on 
so that they could make the most of their puddle and jump in it! This went on for a lot of the 
morning, until the puddle was empty and was instead inside their welly boots! It really did look so 
much fun. 

On Tuesday morning, the first group of children attended an Outdoor Adventures session in our little 
area of woodland we have named Foxes Wood. They explored the area and learned the rules that 
will help to keep them safe, before settling down on the log seats around the fire pit. Mrs Chicken lit 
the fire and they learnt how to walk around it safely, not crossing over the fire but instead walking 
around the backs of their log seats. They enjoyed a delicious hot chocolate to finish off their session.  

In PE this week, the children have continued working on their throwing and catching skills. They 
have been using their hands to catch their tennis ball and practising bouncing it by their feet and 
catching it again. They have learnt under- and overarm throws and practised these by throwing their 
balls and aiming to knock the larger balls off their cones.  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception have continued to work around the theme of the Little Red Hen. They have 
had lots of fun being millers, grinding the wheat into flour. They realised that it needed a lot of 
strength and determination to produce good flour. During child-initiated learning time, the children 
have been fantastic storytellers, using the stick puppets to retell the story of the Little Red Hen and 
adding lots of expression. In the writing corner, the children practiced writing their names using the 
continuous cursive letter formation and drew pictures of the Little Red Hen story. Outside, the 
children continued to create large constructions of farm vehicles and enjoyed role playing farmers 
cutting down the wheat. The mud kitchen has been a hive of activity this week, where the children 
have been busy making apple crumble, stewing the apples on the hob, making sure that the 
temperature isn’t so hot that the apples burn!  
 
In Phonics, the children recapped the phonemes taught last week, and have been introduced to four 
new ones, i, n, m and d, where they have practised blending words using these sounds and forming 
their letters. The children also heard the story of Yellow I from Monster Phonics, who lives in a 
lighthouse and uses her yellow eye to see.   
 
Our maths lessons have focused on using mathematical vocabulary to compare capacity, length and 
amounts. Some of the activities the children completed were, filling boxes of various sizes, using the 
vocabulary full and empty, comparing the length of objects using the vocabulary, longer and shorter 
than and comparing amounts using the vocabulary more and fewer.   
 
The children practised their fine motor skills through daily finger gym, and this week, they have 
threaded string through leaves, practised holding scissors correctly to cut playdough, torn paper 
strips to make leaves and completed pencil control activities.  
 
The highlight of the week was going on the Trim Trail, where the children concentrated hard to 
balance and climb.   
 
Finally, on Thursday, we watched our weekly episode of Go Jetters, where the crew visited Niagara 
Falls. Afterwards, the children had fun finding North America, the USA and Canada on the class map 
and creating their own pictures of waterfalls using pipettes and watery paint.   

 
 

Please see the next page for more of Reception’s photos! 

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In our English this week, we continued with our Meerkat Mail inspired work. Firstly, we read and 
discussed a factual report about meerkats and then we used this example as a template for own pet 
reports. This week was the first time we have asked the whole class to sit down and simultaneously 
complete an independent piece of writing. We are keen to keep encouraging the children to develop 
greater independence and resilience in all aspects of their learning.  
  
In our Phonics, we have focused on the sounds 'oi' as in coin and 'oy' as in 'boy'. These are Tricky 
Witch sounds in the Monster Phonics Scheme. We have also read and spelled some Yellow I words 
which have included the sounds 'igh' as in 'high', 'ie' as in 'tie' and 'i-e' as in 'time'. You may like to try 
spotting some of these sounds in your home reading books. For home reading, many parents have 
asked how often the children should change their books. We generally ask Year 1 to read their 
books three times: once to decode the words, once to focus more on comprehension and once to 
read with greater fluency and expression. This a rough guide and it is up to you and your child to 
decide whether you would like to read the book more or less. Once your child is ready for a new 
book, they just need to go straight into the library in the morning and pick their next read. We also 
have another chance to change books before lunchtime. While we are happy to give the occasional 
nudge, we are strongly encouraging the children to take responsibility for this task.  
 
In Maths, we have explored number bonds looking at how a number can be made up of smaller 
numbers; for example, five can be one and four or two and three. We have used practical examples 
often involving cakes; such as, there are five cakes altogether of which two have cherries and three 
have lemon slices. Sometimes we have felt quite peckish after Maths! We have also been very 
impressed by the homework some children have been completing to learn their number bonds to 
make ten.  
  
In Science, we are learning about our bodies focusing especially on our senses. This week, we had 
lots of fun finding out about touch. Information about touch is sent to the brain from receptors across 
our whole body, not just from our hands. We used feely feet trays to investigate touch without using 
our hands and also thought about the sensation of jumping into a cool pool or snuggling into a warm 
bed.  
 
Despite being so busy, the Year 1 children are still having lots of time where they can direct their 
own learning within play. This week, many children chose to extend their Computing lesson by 
programming the beebots outside. We were also fascinated by the work of the tree surgeon and by 
the branches he was kind enough to leave behind. Finally, some of the children's own creations have 
really made the Year 1 Team smile.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please see the next page for Year 1’s photos! 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Monday morning in Year 2 got off to a very exciting start because over the weekend, a whole host of 
Jampires visited our classroom! They destroyed our traps, ate all the jammy bait and left quite the 
sticky mess! Tables had been moved, chairs knocked over and jam was smeared across most of the 
classroom. The children spent the morning playing detectives and tried to establish how the 
Jampires got into the classroom and discussed what the Jampires might have got up to whilst they 
were there. The children then used all of these ideas to write as if they were a Jampire exploring and 
wrecking our classroom! They wore masks to help them think like a Jampire and to help them 
remember to use the pronoun ‘I’ as they wrote in the first person and past tense. It was wonderful to 
see the children so excited and they have truly worked their socks off this week and produced some 
fantastic Jampire related writing. They’ve invented their own Jampire style creatures and have begun 
to plan a story about their character following the same pattern as the story of Jampires. They can’t 
wait to start writing their stories next week and I can’t wait to read them. 
 
This week in Science, we continued our Materials topic. The children looked at different materials 
and their properties and discussed what made them suitable for purpose. They then used spinners to 
generate a material and an object, and decided if it worked. We had some very strange 
combinations. The children then wrote poems based on Michael Rosen's poem 'The Woolly 
Saucepan', using the ideas they had generated during the lesson. 
 
In Computing, we’ve continued to put our resilience to the test in our Coding unit. The children had a 
go at creating their own animated story using the coding blocks we’d practised using last week 
including timer, when clicked, collision detection and repeat. We looked at some of the children’s 
work on the whiteboard which was lots of fun and we crowned another Debugging Queen for 
showing great determination and debugging skills. We’ve yet to have a Debugging King, so here’s 
hoping that next week we’ll have a few coronations. 
 
In Maths, we’ve been recapping the addition methods and skills that the children have been learning 
to make sure they are feeling confident and clear about all the steps. The children have made good 
progress since the start of the year and should be proud of how far they’ve come. Things are starting 
to click and they are showing that they can begin to apply the methods taught to solve problems 
independently. 
 
During History, we enjoyed listening to snippets of Samuel Pepys’ diary and discussed why a diary is 
such an important historical record and source. The children then had a go at writing diary entries in 
the first person about seeing the Great Fire and what that experience would have been like. They 
used lots of adjectives to describe what the fire would have looked, sounded, felt and smelt like to 
help them paint a picture with their words 
 
 
 
 
 

Please see the next page for Year 2’s photos! 
.  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In English, we began planning an outline of our Hobbit-esque stories. We discovered Story Mountain 
and planned to ensure the most exciting and satisfying reader experience. In addition, we created 
vocabulary lists specific to each area of the story to help guide the readers using our word choice.  
 
In Maths, moving on from place value, we have added and subtracted ones, tens and hundreds, 
using members of the class to create visual equations.  
 
When is it ok to share someone else’s secret? In PSHE/RHE this week, we discussed how to truly 
care for our friends and that, sometimes, keeping things a secret could mean they don’t get the help 
they need.  
 
In Art and Design, based on our reviews last week, we put pencil to polystyrene, creating our 
repeating patterns, which we then printed onto A3 paper. They’re currently drying and looking 
fantastic. 
 
In guided reading, we combined various aspects of drama, oracy and English to dramatise parts of 
The Hobbit, really bringing it to life. From this, we created detailed pieces of writing, summarising 
Bilbo’s perilous journey after leaving The Shire. 
 
Geography this week took us on an exploratory walk around Sandhurst. We sought out different 
transport links, such as bus stops, the train station and the many directions of the many roads. The 
children discussed other local areas and the methods we could use to reach them.  
 
In RE, we had a particularly exciting and special lesson. We were very lucky to have a Zoom visitor 
talk to us about Sikhism, truly bringing the learning to life and giving us a much deeper 
understanding of the religion.  
 
We also took some time to engage in some relaxation and meditation exercises, bringing a real 
sense of calm to the classroom. Importantly, the children were encouraged to think inwardly, taking a 
stimulus to discuss and complete at home, regarding the things they like about themselves. 

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Year 4 have had another busy and fun week. We have been delighted by the children's enthusiasm 
for reading and our Wednesday afternoon reading session feels like a lovely, cosy book club! It is a 
real highlight of the week and so wonderful to see the children so animated and excited to discuss 
what they are reading with each other. This week, the pupils also became teachers to create their 
own VIPERS questions about Mary Seacole before quizzing one another and Mrs Mileman. 
 
In English, the children discussed the importance of planning a story and how this can help to ensure 
we guide, engage and excite our readers. The class used the ideas that they had collected from our 
unit so far to plan the structure of a thrilling story set in a coalmine. After the stories were carefully 
planned, it was time to begin writing our openings, introducing characters and settings to make our 
reader care about the story and enable them to picture what was happening. We were all so 
impressed by the children's eagerness to write and their fantastic concentration in these lessons. 
 
In Maths, we tackled the extremely tricky concept of Roman numerals. The children learned the rules 
of the Roman number system and how it differed from ours. They then began to read and write 
numbers using Roman numerals. We will continue to work on this objective throughout the year (as 
we discussed in class, 'Rome wasn't built in a day!') so if you spot any Roman numerals at home or 
whilst out as a family, please do point these out to your child. The children also worked on counting 
in 25s this week and had our first arithmetic group session. We concluded the week by having an 
inter house maths quiz. It was extremely close, ending with a tiebreak round between Lutra and 
Aquila. In a frantic finale, Lutra were the fastest to solve the question and were crowned the victors.  
 
This week in Computing, Year 4 learned how to change the sprite on Scratch by making it flash, 
changing its size or changing its costume. They programmed these effects to their quiz algorithm so 
the changes would take place depending on whether the question was answered correctly or not. 
Some children also managed to add sound to their quiz algorithm. 
 
At the beginning of our Science lesson this week, the children in the class all did an amazing job of 
role playing the digestive system. Each group took on the role of a part of the digestive system. In 
the main part of our lesson, the children all showed what they have learnt about the digestive system 
by either building and labelling a model of the digestive system or adding a voiceover description to 
the role play from the beginning of the lesson. In our Geography lesson this week, the children 
researched the different physical processes that led to the creation of key physical features such as 
mountains, hills, valleys...etc. We also started talking about which physical features in our local area 
led to Sandhurst being a suitable place for a settlement. 
 
The children showed off their sketching skills and continued to develop their watercolour techniques 
during our Art and Design lesson this week. They worked in groups of 4 to recreate a section of a 
painting by Monet. 
 
In RE, we continued to think about the Buddhist belief that 'everyone can be happy' by thinking about 
what we believe and about how we could make the world a happier place for others. We have made 
a mobile to hang all of our ideas of how to be happy and we will keep it on display in the classroom 
for us all to refer to. 
 
In PSHE and RHE, we talked about isolation and loneliness and how important it is to talk about your 
feelings and seek help if you are feeling this way. We also discussed the negative impact of bullying 
and the lasting impact it has on mental health. 
 

Please see the next page for Year 4’s photos! 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 
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https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, the children learnt the -ough letter string. They understand that there are lots of 
different words that contain this letter string and they can all sound different. In our Reading lesson, 
the children distinguished between fact and opinion. It was lovely to see them working so well in 
pairs to group different fact and opinion statements. We continued our WW2 English topic by 
exploring the Blitz and blackouts. The children are working towards creating their own information 
leaflet on 'how to stay safe during a blackout'. The children understand adverbials of time and have 
created some fantastic sentences about the blackout using these.  
 
In Maths, the children are confident at solving addition and subtraction calculations using column 
method. We started to use rounding to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context 
of a problem, levels of accuracy. The children have worked through different reasoning and problem-
solving questions.  
 
This week in Science, we looked at how levers work and how they reduce the force required to move 
objects. The children carried out simple and comparative fair tests to prove that some mechanisms 
allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. In Art and Design, the children explored how the use of 
complementary colour creates different effects. They also had the opportunity to develop control of 
line drawing. In History, we began the lesson by writing positives and negatives of the railway being 
built in Sandhurst. The children will be using these ideas in the next couple of weeks to plan and 
answer an essay style question. The children have a good understanding of when Sandhurst, 
Crowthorne and Reading stations were built. The children pretended to be reporters and came up 
with a range of complex questions to ask different target audiences about the impact of the railway. 
They then had the opportunity to report on their questions on the stage in the outside classroom.  
 
In Computing, the children put all their online safety knowledge together to create a plan of a comic 
strip. They have chosen a scenario based on what we have leant - strong passwords, junk mail and 
writing citations. In RE, we listened to Gayatri Mantra which are sacred words. The children 
understand that Hindus believe that if these sacred words are chanted correctly, they can bring lots 
of positive energy into their lives. We then explored Diwali - Festival of Light. The children have a 
better understanding of this celebration and understand what Hindus do across the five-day 
celebration.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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This week has been mostly about marble runs! The children thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to 
hone their Design and Technology skills and spent some happy hours cutting, gluing, hammering 
and drilling to create their masterpieces. The design brief was to try and make the finished products 
aesthetically pleasing as well as interesting to use. Each group worked hard to ensure their designs 
fulfilled these criteria and in general, were pleased with their end product. Thank you for all of your 
donations of cardboard etc, it was very much appreciated!  

During our Maths lessons this week, we continued to revisit division. The children learned how to 
divide using factors as well as by using long division, which will help them avoid mistakes when 
dividing larger numbers by 2-digit numbers. Both of these concepts can be quite tricky to perfect; 
however, children persevered and are now feeling much more confident when using these methods.  
In English this week, we have planned and written a non-chronological report about the ‘Yellow 
Spotted Lizard’, which is a venomous creature from ‘Holes’, our class book. We started by thinking 
about a variety of noun phrases to describe this creature, both to avoid repetition and make our 
writing interesting to read. Using sub-headings, we included a variety of different information about 
this creature (i.e. diet, appearance and behaviours).   

During Geography, we explored a year in the life of a farmer and how the seasons affect the farming 
industry. We considered the importance of different weather during the year and the potential impact 
of climate change on British Farmers. We also learned about the Prime Meridian and time zones 
around the world.    

For our PE lesson this week, we continued improving our defence and attack strategies when 
playing ball games. The children are working hard on improving where they position themselves 
during a game, as well as how to mark opponents effectively.   

In Science, we considered how animals and plants survive and how physical features and behaviour 
can make some animals more suited to a particular area. We also explored how changes in an 
environment can impact living things.     

Please see the next page for more of Year 6’s photos! 

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Frimley Health and Care team have sent out this flyer, which may help families in deciding whether 
their child or children should be in school. 

Please see the advert below from our catering company, Harrison Catering Services.  
 

Catering Assistant 
 
Harrison Catering Services is one of the UK’s leading independent catering companies, serving high-
quality, freshly-cooked food to thousands of people in schools and workplaces every day. We are 
looking for a Catering Assistant to join Uplands Primary School and Nursery catering team. The 
position will assist with the preparation of our fresh food offer and with serving pupils, as well as set 
up and clear down. The ideal candidate will be able to work as part of a team. Full training will be 
provided along with uniform. You will be rewarded with a competitive salary for working 10 hours per 
week, term time only. 
 
If you are interested and would like to apply for this role, please email your CV and covering letter to 
Philip Stockwell at philip.stockwell@harrisoncatering.co.uk  
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Uplands will not be running a half term club in October half term, but may do in the future. This half 
term, Kidz R Us are running their holiday club at New Scotland Hill: 
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