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Autumn Term: Issue 05 02 October 2020 

School Council meeting: Safeguarding 
 
Mr Sherwood and our pupil School Council met for their first meeting of the year (socially distanced) 
to review our pupil safeguarding booklet. The pupils discussed the current format and its content and 
approved the new child-friendly leaflet to help children know where and who to go to if they are 
worried, as well as the role we all play (parents/carers, staff and other trusted adults) in looking after 
pupils. 
 
Well done, School Council!  

Headteacher’s Address 2020 
 
Please click here to view this year’s Headteacher’s Address from Mr Sherwood. This video 
(approximately 27 minutes long) is a celebration of last academic year’s successes, a look at the 
survey results and an outline of the expectations for us all for the new academic year. Please do take 
the time to watch this video and we hope you find it useful. 

Data Protection Consent via SIMS Parent App 
 
Thank you to the many families who have responded to our consent update. If they have not done so 
already, please could all parent/carers ensure this consent is provided via the SIMS Primary App as 
a matter of urgency, in order for us to comply with our statutory duties. Thank you in advance. 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaWtT7HwjuV2mNqraYlU6OTsmosJK1YLy
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School meals: next week’s menu 
 
We hope your child has enjoyed the meals from our new caterer, Harrison Catering. There have 
been some small teething issues in the first few weeks and we appreciate anything that has been 
raised by a parent/carer.  
 
Harrison Catering have listened to feedback from parents/carers, staff and pupils and have already 
made positive changes, particularly around the ease of ordering. The options for meals are now able 
to be viewed each day. 
 
 

A small favour to ask that will really help us… 
If you are able to order your child’s meal at home, particularly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils, this would really help us. The time it takes to talk through the menu options with each 
child is colossal, and if each parent/carer could have that discussion and order from home, it 
would speed up the morning routine for classes and help us get to the learning time much 
more quickly. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to 
a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi 
system, which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the 
Uplands website. Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We 
cannot accept cash or cheques for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day 
of the meal. The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

Please see the advert below from our catering company, Harrison Catering Services.  
 

Catering Assistant 
Sandhurst 
 
Harrison Catering Services is one of the UK’s leading independent catering companies, serving high-
quality, freshly-cooked food to thousands of people in schools and workplaces every day. 
 
We are looking for a Catering Assistant to join Uplands Primary School and Nursery catering team. 
The position will assist with the preparation of our fresh food offer and with serving pupils, as well as 
set up and clear down. 
 
The ideal candidate will be able to work as part of a team. Full training will be provided along with 
uniform. You will be rewarded with a competitive salary for working 10 hours per week, term time 
only. 
 
If you are interested and would like to apply for this role, please email your CV and covering letter to 
Philip Stockwell at philip.stockwell@harrisoncatering.co.uk  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
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COVID-19 communications sent this week  
 
Social Distancing message and updates to Operating Plan 
Please click here to view a message from Mr Sherwood regarding social distancing, COVID-19 and 
keeping the school open. This short video message is very important, so please take the time to view 
it.  
 
Illness and attendance 
This time of year is very challenging for assessing illness of your child/ren, and finding the balance 
between deciding if they are well enough to attend school despite being a little poorly, too poorly to 
attend with another illness than COVID-19 or displaying the symptoms of COVID-19 and needing a 
test. 
 
I would urge families to remember how important consistent attendance is for their child/ren and 
make every effort to send their child to school. We are desperate for the children to be in school and 
attending so that we can do what we do best—teach them! 
 
You may find the following links useful in deciding on whether your child is well enough to attend.  
NHS: Is my child too ill to attend school? 
BBC: Are the symptoms cold, flu or COVID-19? 
NHS: Symptoms of COVID-19 
GOV.UK: Link to landing page for most up to date parent/carer information 
 
You may also wish to contact the school for advice—we can talk through the information you provide 
us and give our professional opinion as educators, but we must stress that we are not medical 
professionals and cannot give medical advice, nor can we make the decision for you. The final 
decision for your child will remain with you.  
 
In general… 
Please help us keep our school environment as safe as possible by adhering to our guidelines, 
which are in line with government action and rules. We want to keep Uplands a COVID-19-free 
community for as long as we can (hopefully for the entire time!) and need everyone’s support in this. 

New date:  
Uplands Fundraising Community Virtual AGM 

 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we would like to let all parents know that our Virtual AGM 
scheduled for Tuesday 6th October has been re-scheduled to Tuesday 10th November at 19:00.  As 
originally planned, this meeting will still take place via Zoom. All parents/carers and staff are very 
welcome to join the virtual meeting.  
 
The AGM is an opportunity to vote in the following committee members: Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer 
and Secretary. If you would like to put yourself forward for any of the committee positions or for the 
role of Class Rep for your year group, please email our UFC Secretary by 17:00 on Thursday 5th 
November 2020 (ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org).  
 
Please note: If you would like to attend our virtual AGM, please email the UFC Secretary 
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org) by 17:00 on Thursday 5th November 2020. You will then be 
sent the necessary link and password for the meeting.  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaWtT7HwjuV3nBpNsdJRE-qjiwcj91jYx
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-54145299
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/education-and-childcare
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
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Christmas Cards with IQ Cards 
 
This term, we will again be participating in the Christmas card fundraising project with IQ Cards. Your 
child’s design can be made into Christmas cards, postcards, labels, wrapping paper, fridge magnets 
and keyrings. The funds that we raise through purchases will be used to benefit the children of 
Uplands. 
 
Last week, your child brought home an order form and a flyer outlining the available options and 
pricing information. If you would like your child to participate, they should create their design using 
bold colours on the reverse of the order form. There are clear instructions on the form but it is 
particularly important not to stick anything onto the design. Your child’s name will be printed on the 
products. Completed designs should be returned directly to a member of staff in the main office; this 
will ensure they are marked as received and not lost by children, in book bags or classrooms. If you 
require extra forms or flyers, there will be a small number of spare copies in the school office. 
 
Please note that, due to current climate and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we will remain 
cashless. Therefore, parents/carers must have an account with Tucasi (Scopay) set up so that they 
can order and pay for the Christmas card order. If a parent/carer does not have an account yet or is 
having trouble accessing their account, please contact our Admin Manager, Mrs Livingstone 
(office@uplandsprimary.org) who will assist you. Please make the payment under the item AUT20 
UFC IQ Cards. When you make payment for the order, within Tucasi, the system will ask if you want 
to make an over payment; please answer yes and it will then allow you to add the amount you need 
to pay.  
 
To enable us to meet the deadline for returning the designs to IQ Cards, please hand in your child’s 
design and ensure payment has been made by Friday 16th October 2020. If payment is not received 
by October 16

th
 then your order will not be sent to IQ cards. Your order will be delivered back to 

school at the beginning of December and sent home with your child. We hope that you will support 
the Uplands Fundraising Community by ordering through this Christmas card fundraising project. 
 
Kind regards, 
Uplands Fundraising Community Team  

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:office@uplandsprimary.org


 

 

www.uplandsberkshire.org            @Uplands_Berks                   Uplands Primary School and Nursery 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

This week, we have really noticed the children following their own ideas and setting themselves 
challenges. In their play we have seen them exploring possibilities and looking for different ways of 
combining actions and resources, solving a problem or expressing an idea. They have used their 
judgement to decide which objects or ideas are relevant and worked independently or within a team 
to see them though. Some examples of this type of play this week have included: 

 Moving tyres from one end of the garden to the playhouse to set up a tyre shop, solving 
problems about how to fit them in 

 Using the wheelbarrow at tidy up time to carry as many bricks as possible without it falling over 

 Setting up for a party! They needed seating and decorations and collected items from every 
part of the garden to meet their needs.  

 
In P.E. with Mr Archer this week, the children have been learning how to catch a ball. They started 
doing a little throw and catching the ball in the cone before progressing on to bouncing the ball out of 
the cone, letting it bounce once, before catching it in the cone. On Thursday, they practised dropping 
the ball from one hand, letting it bounce and catching it in the cone, first standing up and then 
kneeling down.  

What have we been learning in our Nursery? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week, Reception listened to the story of The Little Red Hen and had fun joining in with the 
repetitive refrains, such as, “Not I!” said the lazy dog, and “Then I’ll do it myself!” said the Little Red 
Hen. In our other literacy lessons, the children enjoyed retelling The Little Red Hen story using 
actions, and helped to create a class story map. After listening to the story, we had a fantastic 
discussion about where wheat comes from, and the children were intrigued to find out more about 
the process of how the farmers grow wheat and how it turns into flour.  This led to talking about the 
importance of the harvest and how we need to be thankful to the farmers, so we watched a short 
video clip about how wheat is harvested and cut down by a combine harvester and then taken to the 
mill to be ground into flour. Next week, we are going to be millers and grind some wheat grain into 
flour; if it is successful we may make some pastry or bread with it.  
 
In Phonics, we have continued to focus on the Phase 2 sounds s, a, t and p, using these sounds to 
blend little words like, at and Pat, and practised forming the letters t and p. We hope the children 
enjoy taking their sound cards, first reading book and bedtime bear storybook home to practise and 
share with their families. Please could your child bring their reading bag to school each day. The 
focus of our maths lessons has been sorting by different criteria. The children listened to the story of 
The Button Box, where a little boy enjoys sorting out grandma’s button box, and then thought about 
the different ways they could sort our class button box by comparing their similarities and differences 
and sorting by colour, shape, size and pattern.  
 
The children have been busy following their own interests during child- initiated learning time: inside, 
they have created amazing railway tracks and thought about the different destinations the trains 
could travel to, including Antarctica and France. Outside, there has been a wide range of fabulous 
exploration and designing taking place, including filling the empty sand timers with varying amounts 
of sand to compare how long the sand takes to move from one side of the timer to the other. The 
children realised the more sand they added, the longer it took to transfer to the other side. Other 
great work involved designing their own balance track out of the large bricks, working cooperatively 
to design and make a superhero spaceship and using their model to role play superhero adventures, 
having fun with the large number dice, taking turns to throw the dice and recall the number, and 
practising forming it and finally, exploring the funnels and jugs in the water tray.  
 
Finally, we have introduced daily finger gym sessions, which help to develop the muscle strength 
that children need to write. The activities are specifically chosen to work on different aspects of 
muscle development. This week’s completed activities were rolling playdough into small balls to fit 
the Numicon, winding pipe cleaners around twigs, tearing paper to decorate a pizza and practising 
their pencil grip and pencil control.   

What have we been learning in Reception? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Continuing with a strong animal theme, Year 1 have been visited by Sunny the Meerkat from the 
book Meerkat Mail. The children have been busy imagining how Sunny might feel in Year 1 and then 
writing postcards home on his behalf. We have focused on writing readable sentences including a 
capital letter, finger spaces and a full stop. We have also tried to add extra information to our 
sentences using the word 'and'.  
  
In Phonics, we met Green Froggy from the Monster Phonics scheme. This character has helped us 
to spot and learn different spellings for the 'ee' sound including: ee (green), e-e (Pete), ea (heat), y 
(happy), ie (chief), ey (donkey) and e (me). Regular reading can help children to visualise words and 
build up a memory for which of these spelling choices looks right. We are really pleased that most of 
the Year 1 children are reading at home at least three times a week. If this is something you would 
like more support with, please do ask Mrs Brooker or anyone in the Year 1 team.  
  
In Maths, we have compared numbers using the concepts 1 more and 1 less. We have continued to 
support the children with explaining their understanding verbally as well as recording their learning in 
books. We have already noticed an improvement in writing numerals accurately. Well done Year 1. 
An extra challenge in our Maths is for the children to gain greater independence reading questions 
and following instructions. This is a useful skill to develop across all subjects.  
  
In other learning, we have introduced painting to our 'busy time' options and the children enjoyed 
investigating colour mixing. In Geography, we studied aerial photographs of our school and made 
our own maps. We have also thought about our school in History,  placing the building of Uplands on 
a timeline with other events.  In Science, we explored our sense of hearing; on which note, we hope 
you enjoy a peaceful weekend and look forward to seeing you again next week.  

What have we been learning in Year 1? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, the children learnt all about expanded noun phrases and how to use them in 
their writing. The children used expanded noun phrases in their descriptions of what they thought the 
land of the Jampires would be like. There were beautiful ice cream castles laden with sweet sugar 
snowballs and topped with lemon drizzle as well as fluffy candy floss sheep on plump doughnut hills. 
On Friday, the children spent time setting their own traps to catch a real life Jampire using jam tarts 
as bait. Check next week’s newsletter to find out if we managed to catch any! 
 
In Maths, we continued working on addition and have been using the column method to work out the 
answers to simple addition equations. We have started to rename ones which the children have 
found tricky but they should be so proud of just how far they have come since September. They have 
demonstrated how well they can lay out the column method and understand the need to add the 
ones column first before tackling the tens. 
 
Computing this week was a test of the children’s resilience and bravery. Since starting this unit, 
they’ve found that coding has the power to cause a lot of frustration as things don’t always work 
straight away. We talked at length about the need to call on our school behaviours before logging 
onto Purple Mash and tackling a series of  coding challenges. The class showed such a positive 
attitude and a great sense of resilience through their debugging so much so that a Debugging Queen 
was crowned in our lesson which was a very exciting and momentous occasion. 
 
In History, we looked at the development of the emergency services since 1666 with a particular 
focus on the fire service. The children went on a History hunt around the classroom, looking for facts 
about how the fire service has developed and evolved over time. We talked about how lucky we are 
today that fires are put out quickly, safely and for free and that help is only a phone call away. The 
children were shocked to learn that in 1667 houses on fire were only put out if they were insured and 
had a fire mark visible on the building. Some of these fire marks are still visible in London today! 
 
We had lots of fun in Art last Friday. The children had a go at putting some of the watercolour 
techniques they had learnt into practice. We listened to jungle sounds as we painted what we heard, 
creating a Rousseau style jungle scene on watercolour paper. A favourite technique amongst the 
children is definitely ‘splatter’ in which they gently tap a paintbrush full of paint across their page to 
create a splatter effect. Needless to say, this technique is a little messy and most of the children 
ended up with more paint on themselves than on the page which made us all giggle! It’s so lovely to 
see the children’s faces light up when it’s time for Art, they really do love being creative and they 
truly wowed us with their finished jungle paintings!  

What have we been learning in Year 2? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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In English, we continued to work with speech, striving to find the perfect balance between dialogue 
and story-telling. We imagined a heated conversation between Bilbo and Gandalf after the somewhat 
unexpected visit of some dwarves to Bag-End. We’ve included fronted adverbials and focused on up
-levelling our vocabulary to improve our writing. We also had our first go at free writing, creating an 
eclectic selection of paragraphs.  
 
In Maths, we’ve been comparing three-digit numbers to one another, allowing us to organise them in 
both ascending and descending order. We have also investigated the parallels between the 5 times 
table and the 50 times table. 
 
Friendship was the topic of conversation this week in P.S.H.E. and R.S.E.. We discussed what being 
a good friend meant, and what qualities we found most important in a friend. The class created 
spider diagrams to show the huge array of factors to consider when thinking about what friendship 
includes.  
 
In Art, we entered the review process, looking at our work from last week and identifying 
improvement points for the second draft. The children wrote detailed editing notes and, using these, 
worked hard to improve upon their first attempt.  
 
Year 3 worked on their teamwork skills, learning how to be effective netball players in P.E. They 
practised their chest and bounce passes to evade the defending players.  
 
Guided reading was also focused around The Hobbit this week, exploring the duality of ‘Plain old Mr. 
Baggins’ and his ‘Tookish’ ancestry. We used VIPERS to glean information from the text and give us 
a greater understanding of Bilbo’s pre-adventure mindset.  
 
We’ve assessed the criteria for what makes an email ‘safe to open’, discussing the danger of 
attachments and emails from strangers, in Computing. 
 
In addition to a great week of academic learning, we took some time to look after our minds with 
some meditation. We also considered the methods we all use to deal with our worries, discussing the 
importance of sharing our feelings and emotions.  

What have we been learning in Year 3? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It has been another busy and fun week in Year 4. Our class novel, ‘A Girl Called Justice’, continues 
to excite us and it was rather entertaining to hear the collective gasp from the children as we reached 
a particular cliffhanger this week! In English, the children produced some exceptional writing with a 
focus on showing character. By using adverbs and subordinating conjunctions, the children added 
extra detail and information to their sentences to reveal more about the personalities, thoughts and 
feelings of their characters.  
 
In Maths, the children were building on their knowledge of rounding and place value to round 
numbers to the nearest 1,000. We also introduced the concept of negative numbers and considered 
real life scenarios in which these are used. The children used a number line to count backwards 
below zero and began to apply this skill to calculations and word problems involving negative 
numbers.  
 
This week in Computing, we programmed an algorithm in Scratch to ask quiz questions. We looked 
at existing algorithms and debugged them by finding which part wouldn't work and fixing it. 
 
In Science this week, we looked at the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system 
and whether the process was mechanical or chemical. We looked at the mechanical process by 
blending some fruit in a blender and looked at the chemical process by taking a bite of a cracker and 
holding it in our mouth to see what effect saliva, a digestive enzyme, had on it. We also set up an 
experiment with porridge so we could see the effect that digestive enzymes have. 
 
In Geography, we enjoyed investigating our local area by walking to Snaprails. The children 
identified the physical features and where plants were growing. The children enjoyed being able to 
plot these on a sketch map of Snaprails. We also used the eight points of the compass to record our 
movements from the play area to the pond. It was a real pleasure to take such a well-behaved group 
of children out of school. They were a real credit to the school and themselves. Well done Year 4! 
 
In Art and Design, we continued on from learning watercolour techniques in our last lesson by 
critiquing our sketching techniques and the six watercolour techniques we had tried. We ended the 
lesson by identifying key areas for improvement, ready for more painting next week. 
 
Our P.S.H.E. and R.H.E. lesson continued to focus on mental wellbeing. We discussed the benefits 
of physical exercise and talked about a range of self-care techniques. I have challenged the children 
to choose one new technique to try out and report back. I'm looking forward to hearing about 
techniques that they have found useful. 

What have we been learning in Year 4? 

https://uplandsberkshire.org/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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This week in English, the children read and completed VIPERS questions about chapter 4 of Carrie's 
War to improve their understanding. We revised homophones in our spelling lesson and the children 
managed to develop their dictionary skills. We have been discussing and describing evacuee 
children. To help inspire their character description writing, the children were given a picture of a 
group of evacuees. It has been lovely to see the children use different noun phrases and pronouns 
within their writing. They edited their writing focusing on vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 
enhance effects.  
 
In Maths, we finished our place value unit by exploring Roman numerals. The children completed a 
100 square in Roman numerals and know how to write different years. We moved onto exploring 
different strategies to help us with our mental maths and how to solve larger number calculations. 
Although mental maths can be tricky for some children, all the children persevered and worked very 
hard.  
 
In Science, we continued our unit on Forces by looking at water resistance. We investigated whether 
the shape of an object affects its movement in a liquid. The children made different shapes for the 
bow of a boat from clay and then dropped them into bubble bath, and timed how long they took to 
sink. We then decided as class which was the most streamlined and therefore had the least 
resistance.  
 
This week in Art and Design, the children reviewed and evaluated the fine detail and effectiveness of 
their Op Art sketch from last lesson. The children were then able to make improvements to their 
sketches. It has been lovely to see how dedicated the children were when making these 
improvements. In History, we compared a range of sources, including maps and photos, of the local 
area. These helped the children to understand what life was like for people at this time. The children 
were able to see how daily life in Sandhurst has changed since the railway has been built. In R.E., 
we began looking at Hinduism and how Hindus show commitment to God. The children now 
understand what 'Puja' is and what Hindus do when they go to the temple.  

What have we been learning in Year 5? 
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We spent time this week thinking about our emotions and how they affect our everyday lives, both in 
a positive and negative way. The children shared their experiences of how they deal with their 
emotions and thought about how we read other people’s emotions through their facial expressions 
and body language. We then had a go at recognising a range of emotions, before acting out some 
scenarios based on an emotion.   
 
This week, we have used our Maths lessons to go over multiplication and division. We looked at 
formal methods for both – focusing on short methods – and then used these to solve problems. Next 
week, we will be learning long division and how this can help us avoid silly mistakes when dividing 4-
digit numbers by a 2-digit number.   
 
In English, we have worked hard to recap some of our spelling rules (adding suffixes and looking at 
how this can impact spelling) alongside use of the apostrophe (for both possession and for 
contractions). We have also spent time extending the stories we wrote last week by looking at how 
we can ‘show’ a story through detailed narrative, character and setting description, a convincing back 
story and well-developed dialogue, rather than just telling a story (saying what happened).   
 
During Geography, we learned more about arable and pastoral farming and how crop rotation is 
used to increase yield and in Design Technology, we finished up our designs for our marble runs. 
We hope to make these on Tuesday next week so if you have any strong boxes or other items your 
children have come home asking for, please can you send them in on Monday/Tuesday morning.  
 
For our P.E. lesson this week, we practised our passing skills by playing a variety of ball games in 
small groups. We then began to develop our defensive skills by thinking about position and direction 
of movement and utilising unmarked players to score points.  

What have we been learning in Year 6? 
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Uniform 
 
We would like to remind you of the Uplands School Uniform Policy, which can be found on the 
school website. For P.E., children are required to wear a green Uplands t-shirt, black shorts/skirts 
and trainers. For activities in the hall, such as gymnastics or dance, bare feet are appropriate. In cold 
weather, a dark tracksuit is optional, but recommended.  
 
In addition, we would like to remind parents/carers of the following points: 

 ‘cat ear’ (or similar) headbands and large ‘Jo-Jo’ style bows may not be worn 

 watches and fitness trackers may be worn, but the school will not accept responsibility for these 
items if they are brought to school 

 stud earrings may be worn but must be removed or covered with surgical tape for P.E. lessons 

 hair that is shoulder length or longer must be tied up. 

Frimley Health and Care team have sent out this flyer, which may help families in deciding whether 
their child or children should be in school. 
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